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[TPEAT'OBOP

Tosu ToM € Ch3fiaieH, 3a 1a IoYeTe mameTTa Ha mpodecop VBan VopraHoB — G1ecTsny y4eH, YmiiTo
CUCTeMeH ¥ HeyMOPeH TPYJ, U3ANTHa cpparucTukara B bbirapus, a 1 He camo, 10 €JHO I0-BUCOKO HUBO.
HeroBara konunHa Ha 20 HoemBpu 2021 . 0cTaBM To/IsIMa IIPa3HOTA B Hay4YHaTa OOIIHOCT. VI3ryOuxme He
IIPOCTO KOJIETA, & CK'BII IIPUATE]L.

ITppBOHAYaNTHO b€ ITaHMPAHO COOPHYUKBT Ia O'bfie My O/IMKYBaH KaTo 4acT OT CIucanue ,HyMusmaruka,
cpaructuka n enmrpaduxa“ (Numismatics, Sigillography and Epigraphy), mop pemakimsara Ha a-p
Kpacumnpa Kapagummrposa. Brocmenctsue, mopajgy HelpeaBUAeHU OOCTOATENCTBA, TOW Oe BKIIIO-
4yeH B mopepunara ,/I3Bectusa Ha Harnyonanuus apxeonormdeckn mHCTUTYT (Bulletin of the National
Archaeological Institute) c HoBu peakTopu. Peauiia mpusTeny u konern Ha mpod. MopaHos rajoxa pb-
KOIIMCH 32 HACTOSINUS TOM, KOVTO CBADBpXKA IIECTHAeCeT HAyYHM CTATUU M CTYAUU 3a CPPAruCTUKA,
HYMM3MAaTuKa 1 enmrpaduka — Ha ObIrapcki, aHIIMICKN, GpeHcK 1 pycku e3uk. Olie HAKOIKO TeKCTa,
II'bPBOHAYA/IHO IIPeHAa3HAYeHN 3a TO3M COOPHUK, Os1Xxa MyONMMKYyBaHU B PefOBHU OpoeBe Ha CIIMCaHIe
»Hymusmarnka, chparucruka n enurpacpuka“ (6p. 18,2022 r. n 6p. 19, 2023 r.).

B xa4ecTBOTO HM Ha pefaKTOPM M3Ka3BaMe 61ar0JapHOCT Ha BCUYKY aBTOPY, KOUTO JJOIPUHECOXa 3a
TO3U cOOpHMK. BrxMe McKany 1a M3ka)keM CBOATa IIPU3HATETHOCT KM J-p Kpacumupa Kapagumurposa 3a
II'bPBOHAYA/IHATA paboTa IO TO3M TOM, KaKTO 11 KM o1l A-p Xpucto [Tonos (aupexrop Ha Harmonamamsa
apXeoJIorMYecKy MHCTUTYT ¢ My3eil Ipu bbarapckara akagemns Ha Haykute), mpod. g-p JKens JKekoa
U DL ac. i-p Mustena PajiueBa 3a TsAXHaTa IOMOII 1 IIeHHY CbBeTH. [Ib/DkuM 6rmarofgapHocty u Ha Pocnia
KbHeBa 3a HeTHOTO ThHpIleHNMe B IIpolieca Ha IpeflledyaTHaTa IOArOTOBKA Ha Ta3y KHMIa. 3a Kopuuara
u36paxme efjvH OT M06UMuUTe eyarn Ha pod. VlopiaHoB, ¢ KOIITO Toii ce 3aHMMaBa B HAYA/I0TO Ha CBOATA
Kapuepa U KbM KOITO Bb30OHOBU MHTepeC B HOCIefHNUTe cu ropuuu. Iledarst e Ha Vpuna Komuuna
CEeBACTOKPATOPKA, @ CHUMKATA MY € OCUT'YpeHa C T00e3HOTO cbieiicTBue Ha [eHuo JIMMUTPOB, AupeKTop
Ha Vcropnuecknu myseit - Hosa 3aropa.

MSpaSCHI/ITe Hay4dHM apryMeHTN M MHEHIA B HY6}II/IKaI_U/II/ITe IIpUHAJIEKAT U3LAT0 Ha aBTOPUTE Ha
CHOTBETHUTE TEKCTOBE M HE OTpa3ABaT HEIIPEMEHHO BIVDKIAHMATA Ha pENAKTOPUTE.

Om pedaxkmopume
Codmst, 20 HoemBpu 2025 T.
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PREFACE

This book was prepared to honour the memory of Professor Ivan Jordanov, a brilliant scholar whose
systematic and tireless work took sigillographic studies in Bulgaria — and not only - to a higher level. His
death on 20 November 2021 left a void in the scientific community. We lost not only a colleague but a dear
friend.

At first, the volume was planned to be published as part of the Numismatics, Sigillography and
Epigraphy journal (Hymnsmaruxa, cdpparucruka n enurpaduxka), under the editorship of Dr. Krassimira
Karadimitrova. Due to unforeseen circumstances, it was eventually included in the series Bulletin of the
National Archaeological Institute (JI3Bectusa na Haunonanuus apxeonorndecku nHCTUTYT), with new edi-
tors. Several friends and colleagues of Prof. Jordanov submitted studies to the present volume, which con-
tains sixteen scientific contributions on sigillography, numismatics and epigraphy - in Bulgarian, English,
French, and Russian. Some studies originally intended for this volume were published in the regular issues
of Numismatics, Sigillography and Epigraphy (vols. 18, 2022 and 19, 2023).

As the editors we are grateful to all the authors who contributed to this volume. We wish to thank
Dr. Krassimira Karadimitrova for the initial work on the book, as well as Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hristo Popov
(Director of the National Archaeological Institute with Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences),
Prof. Dr. Zhenya Zhekova and Assist. Prof. Dr. Milena Raycheva, for their precious help and advice.
Acknowledgements are also due to Rossitsa Kaneva for her patience in formatting this book. For the front
cover we chose one of Prof. Jordanov’s favourite seals, which he studied at the beginning of his career and
in which he renewed interest in his final years. The seal belongs to Eirene Komnene, sebastokratorissa, and
the photo was kindly provided by Gencho Dimitrov, director of the Nova Zagora Historical Museum.

The scientific arguments and opinions expressed in the publications belong entirely to the authors of
the respective texts and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors.

The editors
Sofia, 20 November 2025
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(1949 — 2021)

EOHO ITBTYBAHE B CPEJHOBEKOBMETO

B kbcHaTa ecen Ha 2021 rouua npod. Msau Voppanos cu Tpbraa ot
Hac. 3apuHarn. Toir ob6myale fa MbTyBa — Ha-4eCTO [0 MOOMMMUA
My IlpecnaB, B 4MUTO HEOOATHU Ce/ieHNs Bede € 1M CaMUAT TOIL.
BbiHyBale ce 3a eIHO IOC/IEAHO, IBITO INTAHYBAHO ITbTEIIECTBIE IO
maHactupa ,,CB. boropopnua Csetocnacutenka (Kocmocotupa)“ B
rpap Pepec, ['bpuns, koeTo He MOXa Ia oCbliecTBU. ToBa IbTyBaHe
Oelle CBBP3aHO CHC 3aK/TIOUNTETHATa My paboTa BBpXy IedaTa Ha
Vpuna ceBacTOKpaTopKa, 4niiTo cbupyr Vicak KoMHMH ocTposABa 1
obnapsaBa BbIPOCHNA MaHAacTHp. ToBa € eAyH OT II'bPBUTE IIeYaTH, C
KOUTO ce COIbCKBa Ollje B HAYA/IOTO Ha CBOATA Kapyepa. 3a ChXXa/leHune
II'BTYBAaHETO OCTaHA HEpeaM3MPaHO, KAKTO M MyOIMKauusATa Ha
caMmusI revart.

CBOeoOpasHOTO My BUPTYaJHO INpeOMBaBaHe B eIoOXara Ha
OBITapcKOTO ¥ BU3AHTUIICKO CPeJHOBEKOBUE JMa MaTepyajeH
u3pas — usfazgenn 14 monorpadvm n Hag 300 HAyIHM CTYAVM, CTATUN
U CHOOLIEHNA B HAIIM M 4yXAM usfaHuA. OIpOMHO HAC/IECTBO,
Ch3[jaJIeHO B paMKITe Ha elMH KPaTbK YOBELIKY )X1BOT. HacrencTso,
KOeTO 3a[b/DKaBa, KOETO HACTOsBa paboTara MO OBArapcKuTe U
BU3AHTUIICKM TeYaTy fla TIPOAB/DKM, 3a [ja He ce 3aryOM I'bTeKaTa,
[UpsATa IpONpaBeHa Ipeny mosede oT 40 rOAMHIL.

3HAKOBM IIle OCTAHAT HyO/IMKalMuUTe My BbPXy MOHETUTE Ha
Teomop-IleTsp - HpbBB HOTBBPXKAABA TAXHATa ABTEHTUYHOCT MU
JiopasByBa XUIIOTe3aTa 3a OOBBP3BAHETO UM C I'bpBMsA AcCeHeBell;
obHapofBa  HEM3BECTHUTE  JlIOTOraBa  ,alMIMBU 3/IaTHU
BU3AHTUIICKM MOHETH WIN T.H. QpypeTa; Knacupuuypa MOHETUTE Ha
NOOPYIKaHCKNTE BIafieTel; IPOAb/DKaBa U aKIeHTUpa TeMara 3a
JIeTUTe BU3AHTMIICKM MOHeTH; o6061raBa, u3ciaenBa un my6amKyBa
o61pHa MOHOrpadusA BbpXy BU3AHTUIICKUTe MOHeTH oT 1081-1261
I.; pa3uyyTa 37IaTHMA MeIanboH Ha XaH OMypTar; 13ydaBaiiky MOHETITe
Ha Mwn4o AceH, NpaBMIHO INpPeOTHAcsi OpPOH30BaTa J[IBYCHCTAaBHA
Marpuna ¢ opmara Ha paKoBMHA, OOBBP3BANKM A UMEHHO C TO3U
OBITapCcKy BIafieTeNT; U3UPBa, TOKYMEHTUpPA U MyOINKyBa B I'bIeH
KOPITyC BCUYKM OBITapCKM M BU3AHTUIICKYU Iledaty OT bbarapus.
BescriopHo Haii-3Ha4YMM Iiie OCTaHe KanuTanHuAT My Tpyn Corpus of
the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria (2009), koiiTo HAMa aHAJIOT B CBe-
TOBHAaTa C(HPATMCTIYHA HayKa.

Enna oT mobumurte My Temu Oellre ,,ITbTYBaHETO Ha IIeYaTHTe".
Toit riepane Ha evaTHTe KaToO HA KUBY U3BOPY, KOUTO OT MOMEHTA



12 INMEMORIAMITPO®.TVH UBAH MIOPJJAHOB MIOPJTAHOB (1949 -2021)

Ha CKpeIlfBaHe Ha KOPEeCIOH[EeHLUMATA II0eMaT II0 CBOS I'BT [0
ajipecara, KOMTO CUyNBaliKy Ile4aTa, cj1ara Kpail Ha HETOBOTO JIB/ITO
wpTyBaHe. Torasa 3armoysa MCTOpUATA HA Ie4aTa. VI3BaXXaiiky ro or
3eMATa, U3C/IeMlOBATE/IAT U3TPHUBA HE CAMO BEKOBETe, OTIOXKWIIN CBOs
OTIIEYaTDHK BbPXY HEro, HO IIOBANTA BOA/Ia HA HEM3BECTHOCTTA, B OIINT
fla pasKpye CaMOIMYHOCTTA HA YOBEKa, YMeTO Me € TPABUPAHO BbPXY
OJIOBHATa MOBBPXHOCT. 3a TO3M MOMEHT uBeele ViBan VopnaHos.
Tpbnkara OoT pagunTaHeTO HA MMETO, TUT/IATA, MO3UINATA, KOATO €
MMaJl TO3Y YOBEK, XMBOTDBT, KOITO € KUBAJI, XOpara, ¢ KOUTO ce €
cpeman. PaskpuBaHeTO Ha MajIKUTe [leTaili HOOMVDKaBalle TO3M
OTZajIeueH Ha CTOTUIV FOfIMHN IIEPCOHAX OT HAC, [JO HALIETO CKYYHO
u cuBo exxeiHeBue. 3a Vsan MopyiaHos fieH 6e3 pasueTeH mevar uam
paboTa BbpXY TaKbB, Oellle 3arybeH, 6e3CMIUCTIEH JieH.

Pagocrra B )xmBoTa My obade 6:1xa He camo mevarute. Haii-Bede
TOBa Oellle HETOBOTO JIOOAIIO CEMENICTBO — CBIpyraTa My YisHa,
npuepute Munkana un [lecucnasa, BHydkute Hatamm, Anekcanppa,
VoanHna u ... kotkute. Clief] KaTo TOji Ci OTH]Ie, KOTKUTE, 32 KOUTO Ce
TpIDKellle B IpajiHKaTa 1o crpajiata Ha Oumasna nsdyesHaxa. Te cpijo
yceTyxa Heropara 3ary6a. O6udaiue IpuponaTa, paHHUTE YTPUHHA
pasxopku 1o IllymMeHCKOTO I/IaTO U IOKOSI, KOMITO HaMupalle B TOBA
HIPUPOJIHO YCAMOTEHME.

Papoct B >x1BOTa My BHAcsXa 1 IPUATENNTE, KOUTO IOCTENEHHO,
6aBHO 11 6€3BB3BPATHO, 3aII0YHAXA JIa M34e3BaT eIMH 110 efjiH. 3aToBa
TOJ Ce BIIbOM Ollje TToBedye B HaykaTa. CUJIHO pasymTalle Ha HOBUA
KpBI' IPUATENN, KOUTO MU3TPaAMXa LIUT Ha Oe3pesepBHO HOBepue U
MOJKpeIa OKOJIO Hero — M/IAJUTe KOJIETY, HETOBY Y4EHUIH, C KOUTO
oburyBalre o MOCIeNHNA cu AeH. He Bceky y4eH OT HeroBMs paHT
ycIiABa fla popmupa IIKoma OT MIajy mociegosaremu. Karo gact or
TO3J Hay4eH KP'bT, CTOPAOCT MOT'a []a 3251851, Ye a3 ChIL0 ChbM IIPOJYKT Ha
mkosata Ha ViBaH VIopnaHOB. OcnoBatesn 1 ppKOBOANTEN Ha ,,Haydyen
LEHTBP M0 BU3AHTMHMUCTMKA KM IllyMeHCKMA yHMBEpCUTET, ChC
CBOSI aBTOPUTET TOM 3aTBBbpAy nosununute Ha lllymeH xaro egyuH oT
BOJIEIVITE LIEHTPOBE [0 HyMMU3MaTuKa 1 cpparucruka. C penreHne Ha
QakynreTckns cbBeT KbM DakynTeTa IO XyMaHUTAPHN HAYKM TO3U
LEHTbP Beue HOCU HETOBOTO MMe.

ToBa 6eme exxenHeBneto Ha ViBan Vopanos. Hsakou 6uxa kasanmu,
4ye TO e abCOmoTHA CKyka. Ho Toil mpuTexaBalle efHO YHUKATHO
KauecTBO — Oe3KpaifHO IpeMepeHO YyBCTBO 32 XyMOp. XyMOPBT My
BJHATY IO NIpeBpbBIAlle B CpefoToule Ha KOMIIAHNATA,  TI0 BpeMe
Ha y4acTUATA HU B HAyYHM OPYMI, KOJIETUTE Ce TB/IIAXA OKOJIO HEro
He CaMo OT YBa)XKeHIe, a ¥ OT JKeMaHUeTO Jja Ce JOKOCHAT JIo HeroBara
JOBeIlIKa Xapu3Ma. Toli Oellre 11 1je OCTaHe eIHO OT TOJIEMITE VIMEHA B
CBETOBHATA BU3AHTMIICKA cUruyorpadus u mpoconorpadus.

24 man 2022 rogmHa
rpag [lymen
Kens XKexosa
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CURRICULUM VITAE

npod. mun Visau Vioppanos Viopaanos

13 anmpun 1949 — popen B cenno Lap Camynn, CummcTpeHcko.

1972 - punoMupa ce KaTo MarucTbp o ucropus sbs BTY ,,Cs. cB.
Kupwn u Metopmmit®.

1972-1974 - ypennux B Victopnuecku myseit - Hosa 3aropa.

1974-2018 - pa6otu pB Oummana va HAVIM npu BAH B rpag
[ymen.

1978 - 3amuTaBa JOKTOPCKa JucepTauys Ha TeMa: “MoOHeTH 1
MOHeTHO oOpbiieHye B V3rouna bwarapus ot nepuopa 1081-
1261 r”

1981 - yuactBa B X VI mex0yHapooeH KoHzpec nNo 6U3AHMUHUCTMUKA,
Buena.

1984 - n3nm3a oT mevar mbpBaTa My MoHorpadus “MoneTn n
MOHEeTHO oOpalljeHne B cpefHoBekoBHA bbrapus 1081-1261 1

1986 - y4actBa B X VII me#dyHapodeH koHepec no 6U3AHMUHUCUKA,
BamnHrron

1988 - monyvaBa xabumuranys kbM BAH.

1988 — yuacTBa BBB I Me#0yHapoOeH cUMNOIUYM 1o
BUSAHMUHUCMUKA U CU2UnI02papus, ATHHA.

1989, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2008 - crienmanusupa B Ilenmopa no
suzanmunucmuxa kom Xapeapockus yHueepcumern —
Hombvpmoen Oykc, BalmmHrToH.

1990-1991 - ppkoBoputen Ha @unnana Ha HAVIM npu BAH B rpap
Olymen.

1990-2017 - unen na Hayunus cpBer Ha HAVIM npu BAH B Codus.

1991 - yuactBa B X VIII mexcoyHapooer KoHepec no
susanmunucmuxa, Mocksa.

1991 — wyen Ha MexxiyHapofiHaTa acouyauysa o Busanmuiicka
cppazucmuxa.

1992 - nOKTOp Ha CTOPUYECKUTE HAYKM C KHurata Kopnyc na
susanmuiickume neuamu om boneapus.

1993 - cnenmamusupa B Xebepoen Koun Pyym, Ammonnba Mio3nbM,
Oxkcdopn, Benukobprranusi.

1993 - y4actBa B IV mesdyHapoder cumnouym no
BU3AHMUHUCMUKA U cueuniozpadus, Buena.

1993 - usnu3aa ot neyar MoHorpadusTa [levarure ot cTpaTerusara B
IIpecnas.

1995-2003 - ppkoBoputen Ha Punnana Ha HAVIM nipu BAH B rpag
OIymen.

1996 1. — n3bpas e 3a cT.H.Cc. I cT. B cucremara Ha BAH n cboTBeTHO
npodecop B crcTeMara Ha 06pa3soOBaHUETO.

1994-1996 - ppKOBOAMTEN Ha KaTefgpaTa 10 VIcmopus u apxeonous
KbM U_IYMeHCKI/IH YHUBEPCUTET.

1998 - cneumanusupa B Vlncmumym no eusanmuxucmuxa, Buena.

1998 - rmaBeH opraHusatop u pbpkoBopuTen Ha VI mesxcoyHapoder
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CUMNO3UYM 1O BUSAHMUHUCMUKA U cUeu0zpadus BbB Benuku
IIpecnas.

1998-2010 - wren Ha CnenyanusupanuA HaydeH cbBeT 1o Cmapa
U Cpe0H0B8eK0B8HA UCMOPUS, APXe0I02US U emHOZPAPUL KBM
BucmaTa arecTanmonna komucus npu MC.

1999 — mpepncenaren Ha Cblo3 Ha yueHUTe B bbiarapus, knon llymen.

2001 - yuactBa B XX mex0yHapooeH KOHzpec no 6U3AHMUHUCIMUKA,
ITapux.

2001 - n3nu3a ot nmevat Kopmyc Ha revyarure Ha CpeJHOBEKOBHA
bbnrapus.

2003 - yuacrtBa B VIII mexOyHapoOeH CumMno3uym no 6 U3aHmuHuc-
muka u cueunozpagpus, bepnmm.

2003 - n3mm3a OT 1mevar mbpBUAT ToM 0T Kopmyca Ha neyarnre
ot bwrrapus (Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria.
Volume 1. Corpus of the Byzantine Seals with Geographical
Names).

2004 - raBeH pepakTop Ha cimcanue “Hymmsmarnka, chparnctuka
u erurpaduka’, usganue Ha HAVIM npu BAH.

2005 - yyactBa B MexpayHapogeH cumnosuyM 40 Years On, oc-
BeTeH Ha npo¢. Maiikbin Metkand, Ammonnba Mo3nby,
Oxkcdopg.

2005 - ocHOBaren 1 pbKOBOANUTENT Ha HayuHouscnedosamencku
uenmop no suzanmunucmuxa KoM lllyMeHCKISA yHUBEPCUTET.

2006 - yuactBa B XXI mexoyHapoder KoHepec no 8U3AHMUHUCUKA,
JIoHIOH.

2006 — n3nm3a OT 1mevar BTOpuAT ToM oT Kopryc Ha meyaTure
ot bwrrapus (Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria.
Volume 2. Byzantine Seals with Family Names).

2007 - 171aBeH OpraHm3aTop U pbKOBOAUTEN HA MexoyHapodeH
cumnosuym, nocsered Ha 100 I. OT pOXKJEHMETO Ha Hall-
rojneMus OBIrapcKy KomekuyoHep A-p Bacun Xapananos,
[Mymemn.

2008 - ppkoBopuTeN Ha MexyHapogHa KOHpepeHINs
ITemysanusma 6 cpednosexosHa boneapus, lllymen.

2008 - ymocroen ¢ ,Harpagara Ha [llymen 3a M3KyCTBO U KY/ITY-
pa“ 3a kuurara Catalogue of Medieval Seals at the Regional
Historical Museum of Shumen.

2009 - n3nusa or neyar TpeTuAT ToM oT Kopriryc Ha medaTute ot
Bbonrapus (Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria.
Volume 3).

2009 - nony4aBa 3BaHueto ITouemen epasxcoarun Ha epad Illymen.

2018 - n3bpan e 3a Doctor honoris causa Ha lllymeHnckmA
YHUBEPCUTET.
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PROE DR.SC. IVAN JORDANOV
JORDANOV
(1949 - 2021)

A JOURNEY THROUGH THE MIDDLE AGES

In the late autumn of 2021 Prof. Ivan Jordanov departed from us.
Forever. He loved travelling indeed — most often, to his dearest Preslav,
to the infinite celestial realms of which he already belongs. He had
been full of excitement about one last, long-anticipated journey to the
Theotokos Kosmosoteira monastery in Feres, Greece, which he could
not complete. The journey was related to the final stage of his work on
the seal of sebastokratorissa Eirene whose husband Isaac Komnenos
built and endowed the monastery in question. This was one of the
very first seals the Professor had come across at the beginning of his
career. Unfortunately, the journey remained unaccomplished, just like
the publication of the seal itself.

The Professor’s virtual habitation in the epoch of the Bulgarian and
Byzantine Middle Ages has left us with tangible results: 14 published
monographs and over 300 scientific studies, articles and announce-
ments in Bulgarian and foreign issues. An immense heritage created
within a short human life. A heritage that compels, that implores the
work on the Bulgarian and Byzantine seals to continue, lest we lose the
path and the tracks left over 40 years ago.

Among Prof. Jordanov’s seminal works are the publications on the
coins of Theodor-Peter — he was the first to confirm their authenticity
and he developed the hypothesis that they are to be linked with the first
rulers from the Asen dynasty; he published the unknown then “fake”
gold Byzantine coins or the so called fourées; he classified the coins of
the Dobrudzha rulers; he continued the work and emphasized on the
topic of cast Byzantine coins; he summarized, explored and published
a vast monograph on the Byzantine coins of 1081-1261; he read the
gold medallion of Khan Omurtag; while studying the coins on Micho
Asen, he rightly reassessed the contribution of the bronze bipartite
shell-shaped matrix, relating it to this particular Bulgarian ruler; he
searched, documented and published in a full corpus all Bulgarian and
Byzantine seals from Bulgaria. Undoubtedly, most significant of all re-
mains his capital work, Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria
(2009), which is without analogy in the world sigillographic science.

One of his favourite subjects was “the travelling of the seals”. He
regarded seals as living sources that, from the moment of sealing of
the correspondence, took on a journey to the addressee, who ended
that travel by breaking the seal. And so began the history of the seal.
By taking it out of the ground, the explorer wiped away the centuries
that left marks on the artefact, but also lifted the veil of the unknown,
in an attempt to reveal the identity of the person whose name was
engraved on the lead surface. Ivan Jordanov lived for this moment.
The thrill of deciphering the name, the title, the office that the person
held, the life they lived or the people they met. The revelation of the
smallest of details made this distant personage, centuries away from
us, come closer to us in our tedious grey daily life. For Ivan Jordanov,
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a day without a seal read, or without work carried out on a seal, was a
day wasted, meaningless.

His joy in life was not limited to seals. Most of all, it came from
his loving family - his wife Ulyana, daughters Milkana and Desislava,
granddaughters Natalie, Alexandra, Yoanna, and ... the cats. After he
left, the cats of which he took care in the garden next to the Filial's
building disappeared. They also felt his loss. He enjoyed nature, the
early morning walks on the Shumen plateau and the peace he found in
this solitude among nature.

Joy was brought to his life also by his friends, who gradually, slowly
and irreversibly, started to disappear one by one. For this reason, he
immersed himself even more in science. He relied strongly on his new
circle of friends who built a shield of unquestionable trust and sup-
port around him - the young colleagues, his pupils, with whom he was
in touch until his last day. Not every scholar of this rank succeeds in
forming a school of young followers. As part of this academic circle, I
can proudly state that I, too, am a product of Ivan Jordanov’s school.
Founder and director of the “Scientific Center for Byzantine Studies”
at Shumen University, with this authority he enhanced Shumen’s posi-
tion as one of the leading centers of numismatics and sigillography. By
decision of the Faculty council and the Humanities Department, this
center now bears his name.

Such was the everyday life of Ivan Jordanov. Some might call it
absolutely boring. But he was in possession of a unique quality — an
infinitely tactful sense of humour. It was his humour that always made
him the heart of the company, and during our participations in sci-
entific forums, the colleagues were crowding around him not only
because of respect, but also with desire to approach his human cha-
risma. He was and he will remain one of the great names in the world’s
Byzantine sigillography and prosopography.

24 May 2022
Shumen
Zhenya Zhekova
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CURRICULUM VITAE

Prof. Dr.Sc. Ivan Jordanov Jordanov

13 April 1949 - born in Tsar Samuil village, Silistra region.

1972 - MA degree in history at Veliko Tarnovo University “St. st. Cyril
and Methodius”.

1972-1974 - curator at the Museum of History — Nova Zagora.

1974-2018 - employed at the Shumen Branch (Filial) of the National
Archaeological Institute with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences (NAIM-BAS).

1978 — defended his PhD thesis: MoHeTn 1 MOHeTHO OOpBlieHME B
V3rouyna bwarapusa or nepuopa 1081-1261 r. [Coins and coin
circulation in Eastern Bulgaria in the period 1081-1261].

1981 - took part in the X VI International Congress of Byzantine Studies,
Vienna.

1984 - published his first monograph: MoneTn u MoHeTHO O6paieHne
B cpeniHOBeKoBHA bbrapus 1081-1261 1. [Coins and coin circu-
lation in medieval Bulgaria 1081-1261].

1986 - took part in the XVII International Congress of Byzantine
Studies, Washington, D.C.

1988 - received habilitation at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

1988 - took part in the II International Symposium of Byzantine Studies
and Sigillography, Athens.

1989, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2008 - specializations at the Center for
Byzantine Studies at Harvard University - Dumbarton Oaks,
Washington, D.C.

1990-1991 - head of the Shumen Branch of NAIM-BAS.
1990-2017 — member of the Scientific Council of NAIM-BAS, Sofia.

1991 - took part in the XVIII International Congress of Byzantine
Studies, Moscow.

1991 - became member of the International Association of Byzantine
Sigillography.

1992 - doctor of historical sciences with the book Kopnyc na
suzanmuiickume newamu om boeneapus (Corpus of Byzantine
seals from Bulgaria).

1993 - specialization at Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean Museum,
Oxford.

1993 - took part in the IV International Symposium of Byzantine
Studies and Sigillography, Vienna.

1993 - published the monograph ITeatnte ot cTparernsara B [Ipecnas
[The Seals from the Strategy in Preslav].

1995-2003 - head of the Shumen Branch of NAIM-BAS.

1996 1. — selected to serve as First Degree Senior Researcher at the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Professor at the educational
system respectively.

1994-1996 - head of the department of History and archaeology at
Shumen University.
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1998 - specialization at the Institute for Byzantine and Modern Greek
Studies - Institut fiir Byzantinistik und Neogrizistik, University
of Vienna.

1998 — main organizer and head of the VI International Symposium of
Byzantine Studies and Sigillography in Veliki Preslav.

1998-2010 — member of the Specialized scientific council for Ancient
and medieval history, archaeology and ethnography at the
Supreme Attestation Commission of the Ministry Council of
Bulgaria.

1999 - chairman of the Bulgarian Union of Scientists, Shumen Branch.

2001 - took part in the XX International Congress of Byzantine studies,
Paris.

2001 - published the Kopmyc Ha medatnre Ha CpefHOBEKOBHa
Benrapus [Corpus of the seals of medieval Bulgaria].

2003 - took part in the VIII International Symposium of Byzantine
Studies and Sigillography, Berlin.

2003 - published the Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria.
Volume 1. Corpus of the Byzantine Seals with Geographical
Names.

2004 - editor-in-chief of the journal Hymmnsmaruxa, chparnctuka un
emmrpaduxa [Numismatics, Sphragistics and Epigraphy], pub-
lished by NAIM-BAS.

2005 - took part in the International Symposium 40 Years On, in hon-
our of Prof. Michael Metcalf, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

2005 - founder and head of the Hayunouscnedosamencku yenmap no
suzanmunucmuxa — Scientific Research Center for Byzantine
Studies at Shumen University.

2006 - took part in the XXI International Congress of Byzantine Studies,
London.

2006 - published the Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria.
Volume 2. Byzantine Seals with Family Names.

2007 - main organizer and chairman of the International Symposium
in Shumen, dedicated to the centenary of the birth of Dr. Vasil
Haralanov, the most prominent Bulgarian private collector.

2008 - chairman of the international conference ITemysanuama
6 cpedHosexosHa Boneapus — Journeys in Medieval Bulgaria,
Shumen.

2008 - received the “Shumen’s award for art and culture” for his book
Catalogue of Medieval Seals at the Regional Historical Museum
of Shumen.

2009 - published the Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria.
Volume 3.

2009 - received the title of Honorary citizen of Shumen.

2018 - elected as Doctor honoris causa of Shumen University.
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VBan Vopnanos B mo6umus [Ipecias
Ivan Jordanov in his beloved Preslav

B xabunera cu 8 Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, 2008
In his office at Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, 2008
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C Aunc Typanorny, Epnect O6epnenpep-ToppHoBeany, Kens JKekosa
u Maiikbn Metkang B Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 2005
With Yannis Touratsoglou, Ernest Oberlander-Tarnoveanu, Zhenya Zhekova,
and Michael Metcalf in the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, 2005

C InMmutbp AHrenos, Bacu ltosenes n EBpupgukn leoprantenn na Konrpeca
0 BU3aHTUHMCTUKA B JIoHmoH, 2006.
With Dimitar Angelov, Vassil Gyuzelev and Eurydice Georganteli at the Congress of
Byzantine Studies in London, 2006
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BppuBaHe Ha moyeTHOTO 3BaHMe Doctor honoris causa
Ha [llymenckns yausepcuret ,,En. K. IlpecnaBcku®, mait 2018
The conferral of the honorary degree Doctor honoris causa of the Shumen University "Bishop Konstantin
Preslavski", May 2018

C Topop Tomopos u Kens JKexosa 1o Bpeme Ha XII cMI103myM 1o BU3aHTHUIICKA
cdparucruka B Cankr Iletep6ypr, mait 2019
With Todor Todorov and Zhenya Zhekova at the XII Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography
in Saint Petersburg, May 2019






N3BECTUNA HA HALIMOHANTHNA APXEOTOTMYECKN MHCTUTYT LI 2026
BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY LI 2026

IN MEMORIAM PROFESSORIS |VANI JORDANOV

BUB/INMOT'PA®NVIA HA TPYIOBETE
HA IIPO®. IMH VIBAH MIOPJIAHOB

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE PUBLICATIONS
OF PROE DR.SC. IVAN JORDANOV

1973
Penxn BusanTuiicku moneru. — Hymmusmaruka 8.3, 1973, 11-14.

Hsikonko HeoOHapogBaHM KOJIOHMATHY MOHeTI OT My3esi Ha Hosa 3aropa.
- Hymnsmaruka 8.4, 1973, 1-3.

1974

Tpaknitcky MOHeTU — MOApa’kaHMA Ha TeTpagpaxmuTe Ha Mapones. — Hy-
MusMatuka 9.3, 1974, 1-4 .

Mouetoceuenero Ha Koncrantun Acen (1257-1277). - Hymusmaruka 9.4,
1974, 1-6.

1975

KonekTyBHa HaXofjKa Ha BU3AHTUIICKM KopybecTy MoHeTH oT ¢. OBuapuny,
CnuBeHCKM OKpPBT. — Apxeonorus 17.1, 1975, 61-67.

IIpeneuaTanu BusaHTuiticku MoHetu. — Hymmsmaruka 10.2-3, 1975, 11-18.

Ayxpu“ MoHeTM B mapuyHMA Iasap Ha cpenHoBekoBHusA Illymen (XIII-
XV B.). - Topumnuk Ha myseute B CeBepHa bbparapus 1, 1975, 141-152.

1976

Moneroceyene Ha Teogop Manrada — y3ypmatop BpB Ounagendusa npes
1189-1190 n 1204-1208 r. — Hymusmaruka 11.1-2, 1976, 20-28.

KonekrusHa HaxofKa Ha Kopybectu moneTn ot ¢. Kopren, HoBosaropcko. —
Apxeonorus 18.1, 1976, 1-70.

EnHOCTpaHHM 3/71aTHY MOHETH-MefIaTbOHN C MMeTO Ha XaH Omyprar. — Hy-
MmsMatuka 11.4, 1976, 18-32.

Hemspanenn monetn Ha Muro (Mwudo) 1256-1263 1. ot CeBeponstodna
bobarapus. - logumauk Ha Myseute B CeBepHa boarapus 2, 1976, 228-
234.

1977

3a Ha4yasI0TO Ha MOHeTOCeueHeTo B CpeHOBEeKOBHA bbirapns. — Hymunsma-
Trka 12.3, 1977, 3-23.

Penxn 1 HemssecTHu MefnHM MoHeTH ot XIII B. - Hymnsmaruka 12.4, 1977,
10-24.

1978

MoueTrt 1 MOHeTHO ob6pbiieHue B VsTouna bearapus ot mepuoga 1081-
1261 r., kaHg. gucept., Codust 1978, 330 m.c. n 40 Tabs. (aBTOpedepar).
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EnmHUYHYN 1 KOMTEeKTVBHM HAXOAKM Ha cpefHOBeKoBHY MoHeTH (XII-XIII B.)
oT Kbpmxanuitcku okpsr. - AXpuas 1, 1978, 137-153.

MosuetHata pepopma Ha Anexcnmit | Komunn (1081-1118 r.) B cBeT/IMHATA
Ha HyMM3MaTMYHNUTE HAaXOAKM OT VI3rouHa Bbiarapus. — Apxeonorns
20.1, 1978, 7-12.

bpnrapcko umMntaTMBHO MOHeTOCEYeHE OT HadanoTo Ha XIII B. — Hymusma-
Tuka 13.3, 1978, 3-18.

bpnrapcko umurarnBHO MOHeTOCedeHe OT HayanoTo Ha XIII B. — Bekose 2,
1978, 29-38.

1979

Billon Trachea from the First Half of the Thirteenth Century with the Name
and Image of St. John the Baptist. - Numismatic Chronicle 1979, 213.

3natHM MefanboHu Ha xaH OMyprar (814-831r.). — Apxeonorus 21.2, 1979,
25-33 [B cpaBTOpCTBO C I1. CnaBues / together with P. Slavchevl].

Busantuiicku ¢ammmsyu 3natau MoHetn (VI-XI B.). - Hymmnsmaruka 13.4,
1979, 8-16.

1980

XapakTep Ha MOHETHAaTa LIUPKY/IaliUsA B CPEHOBEKOBHUTE O'BITapCKM CTO-
munu [pecnaB n TeproBo. — B: I1. Tlerpos (pen.). CpeHOBEKOBHUSAT
6prrapcku rpag. Codusa 1980, 229-239.

Une trouvaille collective de monnaies du Moyen 4ge (XIII s.) pres du village de
Dolna Kabda, dis. de Targovisté. - Byzantinobulgarica 6, 1980, 173-211.

Pannu popmu Ha MoreTHO npousBonctBo (XI-XII B.) B 6barapcKuTe 3eMi.
- Hymmnamaruka 14.2, 1980, 4-16. [Pew. / Review: P. Diaconu. S-au emis

monede in Dobrogea bizantina (secolele X-XII). — Studii si certari di
istorie veche si archelogie 34-35, 1983, 3, 407-412].

OrnoBeH OTHEYaTHK OT MaTpPUIIA 32 CPeOBPHM MUTMAPEHCUY Ha Woan I 1u-
mucxmit (969-976). - Hymusmaruxa 14.4, 1980, 16-18.

1981

[TapuyHOTO 0OpBIEHNE B CpefHOBeKOBHA bbarapus. — B: Victopus Ha pu-
HaHCOBaTa M KpeuTHa cuctema B bbnrapus. 1. Bapna 1981, 23-36; 61-
71; 91-108.

ITevaT Ha KHA3 Bopuc. - OrevectBo 22, 1981, 7.

Cobxposuie Ha 6unonosn monern (XII B.) ot Ilymencka kpemocrt. — To-
IVIIHUK Ha My3enTe B CeBepHa bbarapus 6, 1981, 44-49.

Ornosen medar Ha CumeoH MeTtadpacT, MarucTpp U JIOrOTET OT Bemuku
IIpecnas. - Bekose 1, 1981, 16-19.

Sceaux de deux notables byzantins de la fin du XI s. - Ftudes balkaniques 3,
1981, 92-97.

bobnrapckn monern ot Ilpecnas. — Myseu u mameTHUIM Ha KylTypara 3,
1981, 9-15.

MoneToceyene Ha Muvo AceH (1256-1263) b8 Bemuknu Ilpecmas. — Hy-
musMatuka 15.4, 1981, 21-42.

1982

Marpk IIpecnas mmu IlpecnaBen X-XI B. (mo cdpaructuynnm ganunm). — B: E.
Byxacku u gp. (pep.). bparapusa 1300. ViHcTUTYIMM U JbpyKaBHA Tpa-
ouust. 2. Codumst 1982, 335-340.

Etablissement administratif byzantin a Preslav aux Xe-XI¢ s. — In: W.
Horandner et al. (eds.). XVI. Internationaler Byzantinistenkongress.
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Wien, 4.-9. Oktober 1981. Akten. II.2. — Jahrbuch der osterreichischen
Byzantinistik 32.2, 1982, 35-44.

[Teyarn va Jleon CapakuHomyn ot Bemukn IIpecnas. - Apxeonorua 23.1,
1982, 12-23.

Momnetnte or Ynpakman. — Bss: B. Bacunes, M. Benes (pen.). Ynpakman —
Kapsyna - KaBapua. Codus 1982, 56-59.

MoHeToceuene Ha 6brrapckute Baafeteny ot [Joopymka (BTopa MONOBMHA Ha
XIV B.). - B: A. Kyses (pen.). CpegroBexoBHa bbirapua n Yepromopn-
ero (COOpHUK JJOK/Iafy OT HayyHaTa KoH(epeHuus). Bapra — 1980. Das
mittelalterliche Bulgarien und das Schwarzmeergebiet. Bapua 1982, 119-131.

Ome BegHBX 32 MoHeTHTe Ha Teomop-IleTnp. - Hymmamaruka 16.4, 1982,
17-25.

CpeHOBEKOBHO O'bITapcKo MOHeTOCeueHe. — B: Hymusmatnyanu ny6nmka-
. Codus 1982, 14-25.

1983
Koit 6pnrapcku rpaj e 6un HapedeH Teogopormon? — Bekose 1, 1983, 58-63.

Moueture ot [IpecnaBckoro cpkposuite. — B: Hymusmatuuna nadpopma-
uus. Codust 1983, 8-11.

Hosu ganuu 3a Ilpecnas B kpas Ha X B. — [Ipecnas 3, 1983, 104-114.

Hewnspamenu Buzantuitcku nevaru ot Cunnctpa (I). - MsBectus na Happo-
HusA My3seil — Bapna 19 (34), 1983, 97-110.

Sceau et inscription de Grégoire Kourkouas — duc de Philippopolis. - Etudes
balkaniques 1, 1983, 103-107.

1984

MoHeTI ¥ MOHETHO OOpBllleHNe B CpeflHOBeKOBHa bbirapusa 1081-1261 r.
Codusa 1984, 253 c., 39 Tabn. u 4 xaptn. [Pen. / Review: K. Docev.
Importante contribution a [étude de la numismatique médiévale. -
Ftudes balkaniques 3, 1986, 122-125; M. Salamon. - Wiadomosci
numizmatycne 4 (122), 1987, 252-254].

MonuspoBynu Ha crparesu Ha IIpecnaBuma or XI B. — HymmusmaTuka 18.1,
1984, 5-12.

Monusposynu Ha Jamsan Jobpomup, ayk Ha Tpakms m Mecomorammus. —
VsBectua na Hapopuusa myseit — Bapra 20 (35), 1984, 99-105.

Molybdobulles de Boris-Mihail (865-889) et de Siméon (893-913). - Etudes
balkaniques 4, 1984, 89-93.

1985

Sredniowieczne panstwo bulgarskie (VII-IX w.) w $wietle danych
numizmatycznych i sfragistycznych. - In: S. Parnicki-Pudetko et al.
(eds.). Bulgaria, Batkany, Stowianszczyzna. Acta et Studia. — Balcanica
Posnanensia 2, 1985, 19-31.

Hemnsnanenu Busantuiicku medaru ot Cumucrpa (II). — VMsBectus na Ha-
poxHus Myseit — Bapua 21 (36), 1985, 98-107.

MoneTn OT pasKOIKUTE Ha BbHIIHUTE KPENIOCTHU cTeHM Ha Bemuku Ilpe-
cnas. - IInmncka - Ilpecnas 4, 1985, 207-215.

Hos monmmusposyn Ha Hukura Kapukn, yk Ha benrapus. — Bexkose 4, 1985,
64-68.

Ynpasurenn Ha Oummmonon npes X-XI B. — B: B. Benmkos (pep.). 06uneen
c6opHuk. 2. 100 roguuan Haponen apxeonorndeckn myseit [Inogus (Ma-
Tepuas oT Hay4yHara cecysa 20 okromBpu 1982). ITnonus 1985, 164-171.

1986
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Hosoorkpuru monusposynu Ha bopuc u Cumeon. — Hymmsmaruka 20.4,
1986, 27-31.

Les sceaux de deux chefs militaires byzantins trouvés a Preslav: Le magistros
Leo Mélissenos et le patrice Théodorokan. — Byzantinobulgarica 8, 1986,
183-189.

Orle BeH'BXK 32 3MaTHUTe MOHeTH Ha CepMOH cTpaTuniar. — B: Hymusmaru-
ka. COOpHUK OT IOK/Iaay 1Mo nmpobiemMy Ha aHTUIHATA U CPEJHOBEKOB-
Ha HyMmsMaTuka u Meganuctuka. 2. Cocust 1986, 37 [camo pesiome /
abstract only].

1987

Crpannnu ot ucropusita. [ledarure B cpegHoBekoBHa Boarapus. Codust
1987. [Pen. / Review: ITn. ITaBnos. — Bekose 6, 1989, 85-88].

Monusposynu Ha Anexkcuit KomHuH, HamepeHn B 6brrapcknre semiu. — Hy-
Musmaruka 21.1, 1987, 12-19.

CpKpoBullle OT BU3aHTUIICKM neprnepu oT c. Ilaipyniko, Tbprouimxm
OKpBI. — Apxeomorus 28.1, 1987, 27-38 [B cpaBTOpcTBO C I. [HEB /
together with G. Ginevl].

Dobrudza (491-1092) - selon les données de la numismatique et de la
sphragistique. - Dobrudza 4, 1987, 182-207.

La stratégie de Preslav aux X°-XI* siécles selon les données de la sigillographie.
— Studies in Byzantine Sigillography 1, 1987, 89-97.

Matpunu 3a meyatu Ha CpeJHOBeKOBHM OBarapcku Bmagetenu X, XIII un
XIV B. - BbB: Bropu Me>xxgyHapofieH KOHTpec 1o 6biarapuctuka. 6. Co-
¢ust 1987, 668-677.

Vmenarta Ha cenuiaTa B CpeJHOBEKOBHA bbiarapus cropep HaHHMTE Ha
cpaructukara. - B: Tpynsl V MexyHapoZHOrO KOHI'pecca CIaBsH-
ckon apxeonorum. III. 2. Mocksa 1987, 126-139.

1988

Quelques nouvelles données sur 'administration byzantine au Bas-Danube
(fin du X*-XI¢ s). - Byzantina Sorbonensia 7, 1988, 119-127 [B cpaBTOp-
cTBO ¢ / together with V. Tapkova-Zaimova].

1989

Hewnspanenu Busantmitcku nedatu ot Cumuctpa (III). — MsBectus Ha Ha-
ponHusa Myseit — Bapua 24 (39), 1989, 88-104.

Busantuitckn onoBHu nevatu ot Myses B Hosa 3aropa. — VsBecTns Ha my-
sente B IOHa bprrapua 11, 1989, 37-44.

Bonrapus u Busantus na Hiokaem [JyHae B koHIje X Beka (IO JaHHBIM
cpaructukn). — Balcanica Posnanensia 2, 1989, 79-86.

Oute BeiHbK 3a MonuBAOBYIUTe Ha Voan Bararyp. - B: [Ipo6nemu Ha npa-
Oprapckara ucropus u kynrypa. 1. lllymen 1989, 390-399.

Mise au jour d'un monnayage hyperpére byzantin de la premiere moitié du
XIIT s. — Etudes balkaniques 4, 1989, 101-107.

Heny6mkyBaHu BUSaHTUIICKM OZIOBHM TtedaTyt OT CO30M0/ B KOJIEKIsATA Ha
HVIM. - Topumank Ha HanmonanumaA ucropudeckn mMyseii 8, 1989, 79-85.

1990

Molybdobulles de domestiques des scholes du dernier quart du X®s. —
Studies in Byzantine Sigillography 2, 1990, 203-213.

Le molybdobulle du vestes Jean Aaron. - Palaeobulgarica 14.1, 1990, 106-
110.
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MonusoBy/l Ha KOHCTaHTMHOIIOJCKMA IaTpuapx Makapmii, HaMepeH B
Mennuk. - Bexose 1, 1990, 16-19.

Monusposynu Ha Ilucora Bappapuit. — loguurank Ha Coduiickus yHUBep-
curet ,,C. Kmmment. Oxpupnckn®, HaydeH IeHTBp 3a C/1aBsSHO-BU3aH-
TUIICKU IpOy4BaHus ,,Jsan [dyitue® 1, 1987 [1990], 67-71.

HymusmarnyHarta KoleKLMsA Ha apXeoJornmdecKns Mysell bamunk — mcto-
pMYeCKU M3BOP 3a UCTOPUATA Ha Ipajia U oKonHoctute mMy. — B: V. bo-
xunoB, M. Tumutpos (peg.). Bamunk — gpeBHOCT U chBpemue. bamunk
1990, 49-55.

CpeqHOBEKOBHM CPPATUCTIIHN MaTepUan OT KOMeKIusATa Ha VIcTopnde-
cKuA Myseit B rpag bamunk. - B: V. boxxmnos, M. Iumutpos (pep.).
bamauk - gpeBHOCT 11 cbBpemue. bamunk 1990, 56-72.

1991

Codpaructyyay maMeTHUIIM Ha paHHaTa O'birapcka Abpkasa. — [Ipobnemnu
Ha npabbarapckata UCTOPUS M KyATypa 2, 1991, 36-43.

Hosootkput monunosyn Ha gecnoT Koncrantun Jlyka ITaneonor. — Us-
BecTus Ha Myseute B IOxua Borrapus 13, 1991, 47-53 [B cbaBTOPCTBO
¢ [I. Oparanos / together with D. Draganov].

BusaHTNIICKM OJIOBHM II€YaTH OT JOTHOTO TedeHMe Ha TyHmxa n Mapuna. —
Mapmnna VMsrok 1, 1991, 125-139.

Hemry6nukyBany 0l0OBHM BU3AHTUICKM IedaTit oT XacKoBcko (I). — Apxe-
onorus 32.1, 1991, 44-56 [B cpaBTOpCcTBO ¢ 1. Anmamkos / together with
D. Aladzhov].

1992

Kopnyc Ha BusaHTmiickute nedaty ot bbiarapusa. JJokTopcka gucepranus.
Codus 1992, 851 m.c. u 50 tabn. (aBroped.).

[TeyaTnte Ha KoMepkuapuara Jesenrt. ITocenuuian npoyusanus. 2. Codpus
1992, 88 c. u 15 Tab.

Omte BefHBXK 3a 6ynoTupuoHa oT apxeoyorndeckns myseit B Codust. — To-
IVIIHMK Ha HanpmonanuuaA apxeonormdecku myseit 8, 1992, 387-393.

Busanrtuitcku onoHu nevary ot Ilnmmcka. — Ilnmucka - Ilpecnas 5, 1992,
281-301.

CpenHOBEKOBHNM MOHETU 1 IedaTu oT Magapa. - Magapa 3, 1992, 201-211.

[TeuaT Ha Punorer, CMHKeN ¥ MUTPOIONNUT Ha EBXanTta, pbKOBOANUTENT Ha
pumioMatudecku mMucuu B bwarapus. — IIpuHocu xbM 6brrapckara
apxeomnorus 1, 1992, 120-125.

[TewaTn Ha apxuepeu Ha JpbcTpp oT XI Bek. — Jobpymxa 2, 1992, 163-168.

MoHeTuTe U ne4aTuTe OT Pa3KOIKNUTE HA CPEHOBEKOBHIA MaHACTHUP B KB.
»Becemuane — Kppmxam. — Paskonku u npoyuysanus 24, 1992, 101-107.

Sceau d’archonte de ITATZINAKIA du XI siécle. - Etudes balkaniques 2,
1992, 79-82.

1993

ITedatnre ot crpareruara B Ilpecmas (971-1088). Codua 1993, 266 c.
u 47 tabn. [pen. / Review: D. Stoimenov. - Etudes balkaniques 4,
1994, 193-195; W. Seibt. — Byzantinische Zeitschrift 89, 1996, 134-
138; N. Oikonomidés. A propos de la premiére occupation byzantine
de la Bulgarie (971 - ca. 986). - EYWYXIA. Mélanges offerts a Hélene
Ahrweiler. Byzantina Sorbonensia 16.2, 1998, 581-589; P. Frankopan.
The Workings of the Byzantine Provincial Administration in the
10"-12™ Centuries: The Example of Preslav. - Byzantion 71.1, 2001,
73-97].
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ITeuarute Ha [IpecnaBckute Bragerenu (893-971). Codust, 1993, 47 c. u 13
TabIL.

Bepoe (X-XII B.) - ciopen jaHHNUTe Ha chparucTukata. — VssecTns Ha my-
sente B I0xHa bwparapusa 15, 1993, 57-79.

Unpublished Byzantine Seals from the village of Zlati Voyvoda. - Studies in
Byzantine Sigillography 3, 1993, 69-84.

Orme BeH'BXK 3a MONMMBAOBY/INTe Ha [eopru — apxmenyckon Ha benrapus. -
ITpecnas 4, 1993, 315-323.

3a kynra Ha cBety Teopru (o Kovmepiwtng) cnopen faHHNWTe Ha HAKOY BU-
3aHTUIICKY IedaTn. — IIpuHOCH KBM OBArapcKara apxeonorus 2, 1993,
166-170.

HoB aHoHuMeH nevaT Ha 6barapcku Baageten ot IX B. — [Inucka - [Ipecnas
6, 1993, 127-132.

ITevarute Ha IIpecnaBckure Bragerenu (893-971). Addenda et corrigenda.
- Ilpecmas 4, 1993, 201-209.

AHXMaJIO cOpel HaHHNUTe Ha cparucrtukara. — Apxeonorus 44.3, 1993,
36-51.

HoBoorkpur nedar Ha nporoHobemcuma Anexcuir Cuayc. — [ongMimHmK Ha
Hanyonanuna apxeonormdecku mMysen 9, 1993, 219-223.

1994

CpennoBexoBHUAT BeTpen Ha [lynas. Illymen 1994, 96 c. u 26 Ta6m. [B cb-
aBTOpCTBO C I. AraHacos / together with G. Atanasov].

Bb3HUKBaHe U YTBBbPXK/IaBaHe Ha [JapCcKaTa MHCTUTYLUA B CPETHOBEKOBHA
Boarapus (cropen aHHNUTe Ha BIageTecKuTe meyatn). — B: A. Ileitkos
(pen.). ETHMYeckmAT mpo6eM U HALMOHATHUAT BBIPOC Ha O'bIrapure.
C6opHuK ¢ goxmafy ot cummnosuyma. [lnosgus 1994, 95-115.

bpounsos npbcren-nedar (V-VI B.) or kaneto no ceno Kosauesew. — B: [I.
Osuapos (pexn.). [TooBo B MuHanoro. Bapua 1994, 22-27.

Hosootkpur monmsrosyn Ha Hukudop [lekan — kypomanar, fyK u aHarpad
Ha Hum ot xonexunara va HVIM. - lognmanuk va Haunonanuus apxe-
onormyeckn myseit 10, 1994, 75-79.

BusanTnitckn neyaru cbe cnaBsiHcku nmena (IX-X B.), Hamepenu B bbira-
pua. — Hymusmaruka 28, 1994, 62-68.

HoBu nanHu 3a uctopuaAra Ha MeceMBpus npes BropaTa monosuHa Ha XI B.

- BoB: B. Benkos (pen.). COopHUK B decT Ha akaj. JuMuThp AHreIOB.
Codust 1994, 281-287.

1995

Vmero Ha IlpecnaB B jokyMeHTanHUTe U3TOYHMIM. — Ilmncka — ITpecnas
7, 1995, 71-81.

ITevatn Ha wyxau BrajseTeny, Hamepernnu B IIpecnmas. — B: T. Totes (pen.).
1100 roguum Benuku Ilpecnas. lllymen 1995, 140-154.

Medieval Plovdiv, according to the sphragistic data. — Studies in Byzantine
Sigillography 4, 1995, 111-138.

Axmamanuu kM Crmeon I Bemuku (893-927) cioper TeKCTa OT HETOBUTE
nevatu. — B: Enuckomn-KoncrantuHoBm yetenns 2, 1995, 228-234.

The Byzantine Administration in Dobrudza (X-XII c.). According to
Sphragistic Data. — [To6pym>xa 12, 1995, 204-223.

1996

Hewnspanenu Busantuiicku onosun nevatu ot Cunucrtpa [IV]. - VsBectus
Ha Hapopnus myseit — Bapna 28 (43), 1992 [1996], 229-245.
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HoBoorkputr MonusioByn Ha BecTapxa leopru Kegpun, fatupan B nocnes-
HaTa 4eTBBPT Ha XI B. — VsBecTusa na Victopuaeckn mysein — lllymen 8,
1993 [1996], 302-308.

ITewatn Ha enuckonu Ha Ben6wxy (Krocrengun) ot XI-XII B. — B: C. Yoxaz-
xKues u fp. (pep.). Joxmagu ot MexxyHapoieH CUMIIO3/yM B IIaMeT Ha
akanl. Viopman ViBanos, okromMepu 1992 1. — VisBectus Ha VicTopusiecku
myseit - Kioctenpnn 4, 1992 (1996), 219-225.

[TewaTy Ha moTOMIMTe Ha ap VIBan Bragucnas (1016-1018) 8B Busautus.
- Apxeomorus 47.4, 1996, 7-22.

1997

CpenHOBEKOBHM O'BITapCKy II€4aTy ¢ TUTyna 6aratyp. — [Ipo6nemn Ha mpa-
6barapckara uctopus u apxeosnorus 3, 1997, 354-363.

ITeyarnTe Ha Bacunnit Anokamn ot Bropara nonosuHa Ha XI B. - Hymusma-
TKa U chpaructuka 4, 1995-1997, 106-114.

[Tevarn Ha ympaBuUTenM Ha eTHUYECKU OOmHOCTM BBB Busantums (VIII-
XIB.). - B: I. bakanos (pezx.). O6mioro u crienuuaHOTO B 6aTKaHCKUTE
KynTypu fo Kpas Ha XIX Bek. CO6opHUK B decT Ha 70-ron. Ha mpod.
Bacnnka TprkoBa-3anmoBa. Codus 1997, 151-156.

Byzantine Presence in Dobrudja from the Seventh to the Tenth Centu-

ries. According to Sphragistic Data. — Miscellanea Bulgarica 11, 1997,
35-39.

1998

Ievaru Ha Voan Keren maructbp u apxont Ha Ileuenerns (1050-1051). -
Hymusmaruka u cpaructuka 1, 1998, 96-102.

ITeyaTy Ha BM3AHTMIICKM CEBACTHU OT TepuTopusaTa Ha bparapusa. — Hymus-
Martuka u chpaructuka 2, 1998, 6-49.

CpennoBekoBHuAT Axtonon (VI-XII B.) cnopepn faHHUTe Ha HYMU3MATH-
KaTa 1 cparucrtukara. — Hymmsmaruxa u cdparncruka 2, 1998, 67-89
[B cpaBTOpcTBO ¢ H. Koitues u B. MyTados / together with N. Koychev
and V. Mutafov].

The Preslav Corpus of Byzantine Seals. — B: VI'" International Symposium
of Byzantine Sigillography. Veliki Preslav, 16-18.09.1998. Veliki Preslav
1998, 25-28.

1999
Hos neyar na Cumeon I Bennxu (893-927). - Crapunn 1, 1999, 101-106.

Zwei Zunfttypare des 17. Jahrhundert aus dem Attergau. — Mitteilungen des
Institut fur Osterreichische Geschichtsforchung 107, 1999, 147-150 [B
cbaBTOPCTBO ¢ / together with W. Seibt].

ITevat Ha Teodpwonyn (XIII B.) HamepeH B T'bpHOBO. — VI3BecTus: Ha Vcro-
pudecku myseit — Benuko TvproBo 14, 1999, 183-188.

Heuspecten Busantuiicku ummneparopcku nedat ot XIII 8. - Hymnsmarnka
u coparnctuka 8.1, 1999, 91-95.

CpenHoBeKOBHM cpaructuann Matepuamn ot Hososaropcko. — Bbs: B.
VrnaroB u gp. (pef.). ApXeo/norn4ecky 1 MCTOPUIECKY IPOYIBaHNA B
Hososaropcko. Hosa 3aropa 1999, 170-180.

[evarn na Viocud Bpuura, namepenn BB Bemku Ipecnas. — Tpynose Ha

KaTe[puTe MO ucTopus u 6orocnosue KbM lllymMeHckn yHUBepcuTeT 3,
1999, 51-57.

2000

[Tevatu Ha BU3aHTUIICKI CaHOBHUIIM OT apMEHCKI IIPOM3XO0[l, HAMEPEHN B
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bobiarapua. — AHTHYHaA IPeBHOCTD U CpefiHMe BeKa 31, 2000, 123-156.

Monetu u nevyaru ot ITnmucka 1899-1999 r. — Ilnucka - IIpecnas 8, 2000,
135-167.

BusauTtuiicku komepkuapuu 3a boarapus (681-971). — B: . Viopganos un
np. (pen.). Jorosopu, xopa, cbubu. Marepuanu ot V 3MMHM TOHTHII-
cku yeteHus: Ha BCY ,Hepuopuser Xpabsp®, 1999. Bapua 2000, 17-25.

2001

Kopmyc Ha nevatute Ha cpegHoBekoBHa buarapusa. Codus 2001, 202 c.

ITeyar Ha mppBUA AceHeBell. — VIsBecTus Ha Pernonanen nucropuyeckn my-
3eit — Bermko TbpHOBO 15-16, 2000-2001, 192-201.

Hosu Haxopxm Ha BusanTmiicku nedaru IX-X B. ot Bemmku Ilpecnas. —
IIpecnasBcka KHM>KOBHA 1IKOMa 5, 2001, 113-121.

[Tewatn n moHetn ot lonsimata 6asunuka. — B: I1. Teoprues, C. ButnsaHos.
Apxnenuckonusata-maHactup B [mucka. Codust 2001, 219-227.

[Teuat Ha MoHaxa Apcennit Tiam6ak, HamepeH B bpnrapus. — Tpynose Ha
KaTeJpuTe 10 MCTOpust 1 6orocmosue kbM IlllyMeHCKMs yHUBepCUTET 4,
2001, 40-45.

Byzantine Lead Seals from the Stronghold near Dobri Dol, Plovdiv Region.
- Revue Numismatique 157, 2001, 443-469.

2002

BusaHTuitcku BOEHHO-aIMUHUCTPATUBHNU yupexxfieHuss B Co30mO0 IIpes3
IX B. - B: X. Xapuronos u fip. (pen.). IO6uneen c6opHuUK B decT Ha
npod. [I. Ouapos. Bennko TvproBo 2002, 77-83.

Busanrtumitcku medatu ¢ umeto Ha Cunuctpa. — B: P. JIunues, B. ITerposa
(pen.). 100 ropyam nctopudecku myseit Cunucrpa. — Joopymxka. Coop-
HuK 20 (Cumuctpa), 2002, 80-91.

Byzantine Lead Seals from the Village of Melnitsa (district of Elkhovo,
Bulgaria). - Studies in Byzantine Sigillography 7, 2002, 21-57.

Preslav. - In: The Economic History of Byzantium. From the Seventh through
the Fifteenth Century. Dumbarton Oaks Studies, XXXIX. Washington
D. C. 2002, 667-671.

ITevatnte Ha JleoH JlpyM 1 BU3aHTUIICKATa afMUHUCTPALNS B O'BATapCKUTE
semn npes XI B. — B: V1. Vinues (pep.). ITohvxpovia. COOpHUK B decT Ha
npo¢. Vsan boxxunos. Codust 2002, 145-150.

Muicua Ha BUSaHTUIICKIA MOHAX 1 ITpe3BuTep AHTOHUI B CpelHOBeKOBHA bbi-
rapus npes IX B. - AHTHYHAA IpeBHOCTD U cpefHMe Beka 33, 2002, 80-85.

2003

Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1: Byzantine Seals with
Geographical Names. Sofia 2003, 212 p.

The katepano of Paradounavon according to the Sphragstic Data. — Studies
in Byzantine Sigillography 8, 2003, 63-75.

ITevarn Ha umuepaTopckaTa pamvmma Komunuu-Anrenu (1081-1203) ot te-
puTopuATa Ha fiHelHa bbarapuA. — Ilnmucka — Ilpecnas 9, 2003, 26-59.

Momusposymu Ha Ilucora Bappmapuit (IX-X B.), HamepeHn B bbirapus.
- BoB: B. Twosenes u np. (pen.). Studia protobulgarica et mediaevalia
europensia. Marepuanu oT 100meifHaTa HayYHA KOH(pEPEHINs B 4eCT
Ha 100-rogMInHMHATA HAa WI.-KOP. mpod. A-p Becemnn Bemesnues. Co-
¢ust 2003, 310-315.

[Teyatn Ha Hectop — 6yHTOBHUKDT OT Ilapuctpuon. — B: X. XaputoHoB n
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np. (pen.). l06uneen c6opuuk B yect Ha npod. Mopaan Mopaanos. Be-
mko TepHOBO 2003, 308-311.

ITeyaT Ha BU3aHTUIICKYU KypoONajaTi, HaMepeHu B bbiarapnua. - AHTHYHaA
IOPEBHOCTD U CpefiHMe Beka 34, 2003, 239-264.

2004

ITeyaTn Ha KoMmepkuapusaATa [leBent. Addenda et Corrigenda. - B: Hymus-
MaTUYHM ¥ COPArvCTUYHM IPUHOCK KBM HCTOpUATA Ha 3alafHOTO
Yepuomopne. Acta Musei Varnaensis 2. Bapna 2004, 230-246.

[TewaTn Ha Ipuropuit MaructTop Ha 6birapure npes X Bek. — B: I1. Crenanos
u gp. (pen.). Civitas Divino-Humana. B gect Ha npocdecop Teoprn Ba-
kajoB. bpiarapcka Beunoct. 60. Codus 2004, 507-513.

Busantnmiickara agmyuHncTpanuns B [nncka npes XI Bek. - Tpyjose Ha Kate-
mpurte o ucropus u 6orocnosre kpM lllymencku yuusepcurer 5, 2004,
194-202.

[Tewatnte Ha apxmenuckony boarapus (1018-1185). - B: E. B. Crenanosa
(pen.). Chparnctuxa n ucropus Kyaprypsl. COOPHUK HayYHBIX TPYLOB,
nocssménnslit ounewo B. C. IMlangposckoit. Cankt [TetepOypr 2004,
67-78.

Kopmyc Ha neyarure Ha cpefHOBekoBHa bbiarapus, Addenda et Corrigenda.
- Hymusmaruka u enurpaduxa 1, 2004, 65-84.

[Teyaty Ha BU3aHTUIICKY JTOTOTETH Ha ipoMa (829-971), Hamepenu B bbira-
pus. — Ilnucka — Ilpecnas 10, 2004, 287-301.

[Teyaty Ha BU3aHTUIICKY CAHOBHUIM OT 3anafieH nponsxop (XI-XII B.), Ha-

MepeHU B gHelnrHa bbiarapusa. - Hymusmaruka, cdpaructuka u enmurpa-
¢duxka 1, 2004, 181-201.

2005

[Tevarn Ha HOGENMMCUMM U IPOTOHOOEMUCUMY, HamepeHu B Bobarapums. -
AHTHYHaA OpeBHOCTD U CpefHMe Beka 36, 2005, 104-127.

YHMKa/eH cTapoObarapcku chpaructude nameTHuk. — B: K. TTonkoncran-
THOB U Ap. (pex.). [Ipod. g.u.H. Cran4o BakInHOB 1 cpefHOBEKOBHATA
6prrapcka Kynarypa. Bennko TepHOBO 2005, 243-248.

ITeuat Ha [TnmnckoBckms apxmenuckoln Ha boarapusa leopru, HamepeH B 3a-
naBap, YHrapusd. — KynTypHu TekcToBe Ha MuHanoTto. Hocurenn, cum-
Boyu u upen 1, 2005, 160-164.

[Tewatn Ha pammnmsta [Turonntn (XI B.), Hamepenu B boarapus. - B: IL.
BragkoBa u np. (pen.). FO6umeeH cOOpHMK B 4eCT Ha CT. H. C. [i-p XPUCTO
Xapuronos. Bennko TvproBo 2005, 159-166.

[TeyaTn Ha BusaHTuUiickata ¢pammnns Bataun (XI-XII B.). - Hymusmaruxa,
cpaructuka u enurpaduka 2, 2005, 145-167.

OtHOBO 3a meuarute Ha [Jamsu JJobpomup — ayk Ha Tpakus u Mecoro-
tamust. — B: Bearapckute 3emu npes Cpegnosekosuero (VII-XVII B.).
Acta Musei Varnaensis 3.1. Bapna 2005, 230-246.

Contributii sigilografice la istoria eparhiei Vidinului in secolul al XI-lea. -
Cercetari Numismatice 9-11, 2003-2005, 527-535.

2006

Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 2. Byzantine Seals with
Family Names. Sofia 2006, 546 p.

The Seals of Byzantine Fiscal Institutions (815/816-971) discovered in
Bulgaria. — Studies in Byzantine Sigillography 9, 2006, 97-145.

Ztpatnyos Zwtnpovnmolews kai Avakovmiac. Ein mittel-byzantinisches
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Kommando in Abchazien (11. Jahrhundert). - Studies in Byzantine
Sigillography 9, 2006, 231-239 [B cbaBTOpCTBO C / together with W. Seibt].

Christian symbols on early Byzantine Coins and Seals (4"-6" centuries). -
In: Acta congressus internationalis XIV archaeologiae Christianae. Citta
del Vaticano, Wien 2006, 465-475.

Mesembria (VI-XII c.) according to sphragistic data. — Bulgaria Pontica
Medii Aevi 4-5, 2006, 43-59.

[Teyar Ha Poxe, cun Ha Jlaro6epr (XI-XII B.), HamepeH B Bbwarapus. -
Numismatika Bulgarica 2.1, 2006, 76-79.

[Teyar Ha Bu3aHTMIICKUs aTpuapx Teodumakt (933-956), Hamepen B Ipe-
cnmaB. - B: M. Kaitmakamosa u ip. (pen.). TAHI'PA. C6opHuK B 4ecT Ha
70-ropuinHuHaTa Ha akaz. Bacwui [tosenes. Codus 2006, 353-359.

ITeyat Ha ®apasmaH, cTparer Ha Crpymnna (XI B.), OT KojekuuAra Ha Ap-
xeonornyeckus myseit npu BAH B Codus. — B: A. I. Tapabenusn u gp.
(pen.). Busantus, bankaunte, EBpomna. V3cnenBanus B 4ecT Ha Ipod.
Bacunka TprikoBa-3anmoBa. — Studia Balcanica 25, 2006, 629-634.

CoparucTiaHy IpMHOCK K'bM UCTOpUsTA Ha BuanHcka emapxus mpes XI B.
- Vlcropukun 1, 2006, 270-275.

BusaHTuUiiCKM Ievaty OT TEPUTOPUATA HA JHEIIHAa Bbirapus ¢ nsobpaxe-
Hie Ha cB. [eopru Kynepuotuc. — B: P. Pautes u mp. (pen.). [Tpod. gun
Totio Tore u cromuara Bermmxu [Ipecas. Codus 2006, 194-200.

The perpyra of Tsar Kaloyan (1198-1207)? — Archaeologia Bulgarica 10.3,
2006, 53-99.

[Teuar na ITnuckoBckusa apxuenuckorn leopru (886-889), HamepeH B cTomu-
rata Ha Komer. - [IpecimaBcka KHIDKOBHA mkona 9, 2006, 362-368.

2007

Catalogue of Medieval Seals at the Regional Historical Museum of Shumen.
Sofia 2007, 312 p. [B cpaBTOpcTBO C JK. JKekoBa / together with Zh.
Zhekoval].

Byzantine Seals containing Place Names from Dr. Vasil Haralanov Collection.
— Cercetdri Numismatice 12-13, 2006-2007, 519-525.

Tpakns u Xemnmont (IV-XI B.), cmoper maHHNUTe Ha BU3aHTUIICKaTa chpa-
ructuka. — B: [I. Momunos u fip. (pen.). Tpakus u Xemumont IV-XV B.
1. Bapna 2007, 153-158.

CpennoBekoBHNM Obirapcku un Busantuiickn nedatu (IX-X B.) ¢ eTHOHMMA
BovAydpwv. — B: I1. Teoprues (pexn.). ViscnegBanus mo 6barapcka cpen-
HOBeKOBHa apxeosiorusa. COOpHUK B yecT Ha mpod. Pamo Pames. Benu-
ko TspHOBO 2007, 167-178.

CpennosexoBHuAT [lepuuk (XI-XII B.) criopen faHHUTe Ha cparucTuKara.
- B: C6opuuk B uect Ha Viopmanka IOpykosa. — Hymusmaruka, cdpa-
ructuka u enurpaduxa 3.2, 2007, 11-37.

Henspecren mevar Ha map Ilerbp I (927-969). — B: U. Vopnanos (pe.).
Hayunu uscnenBanus B 4ecT Ha fou. g-p CrosiH TaHeB 110 cay4aii Hero-
Bara 70-roguiuHnHa. - Vicropukun 2, 2007, 727-731.

ITevar Ha IleTbp, BeMMK KypaTop Ha apxoHTa Ha Bwiarapus (mocnegHara
4eTBbPT Ha IX B.). - [Ipobnemu Ha mpabbarapckara UCTOPUS M KYITY-
pa4.2,2007, 325-330.

2008

IleyaTn Ha BUM3aHTMIICKMA ITBIKOBOJEL], Muxanl, KOMaHyBall BU3aHTUI-
ckara apmus npu Ilpecnas B 1053 . - AHTMYHAsA IPEBHOCTD U CpefiHIe
Beka 38, 2008, 114-121.
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A lead seal of the archbishop George of Pliska (886-889) found in the capital
of Kotsel. - Studia Hungaro-Bulgarica 2, 2008, 79-84.

Byzantine Seals from the Kale fortress near present-day Dimitrovgrad. - In:
C. Stavrakos et al. (eds.). Hypermachos. Festschrift fiir Werner Seibt
zum 65. Geburtstag. Wien 2008, 89-105.

Hosu cpenHoBekoBHU cdparncTudnyu mamerHuiy or Hososaropcko. — B:
T. KpHueBa-PyceBa n np. (pex.). Apxeonorndecki 1 MCTOPUIeCKY Ipo-
yusanus B Hososaropcko. 2. Hosa 3aropa 2008, 279-282.

[TewaTn Ha gBama BusaHTuiicku Thproun (IX-X B.), HamepeHu B 6barap-
ckarta cronuiia Benuku IIpecnas. — B: V. Kapaitotos u ap. (pen.). F06u-
NeeH cOOPHUK B YecT Ha f1oll. A-p CrosH BUTIAHOB 1o ciyyait Herosara
60-roguinanHa. - Vicropukun 3, 2008, 114-117.

II-p Bacun XapanaHoB — TMYHOCT U TBOpYecTBO. — B: VI. Vlopnanos u mp.
(pen.). FO6uneen c6opuuk. CTo rogyuHM OT POXK/EHMETO Ha A-p Bacun
Xapaanos (1907-2007). llymen 2008, 13-19 [B cpaBTOpcTBO € XK. JKe-
koBa / together with Zh. Zhekova].

[levaTnte OT KO/EKIMATA Ha -p Bacun Xapananos. — B: V. Mopyranos u mip.
(pen.). FO6mneen c6opuuk. CTo TOAMHM OT POXK/EHMETO Ha I-p Bacun
Xapamanos (1907-2007). Illymen 2008, 37-55.

CbKpOoBHIIIIETO OT 37TaTHM MOHeTHU OT TBbpAuia u nepnepute Ha nap Kasno-
AH. — [ogumnnk Ha Pernonanen ncropmyeckn myseii — Cnnses 1, 2008,
101-136.

Bwrapust mpu Bopuc I (852-889, +907). IlpuHocsT Ha cparucTukara. — B:
I1. Teoprues (pex.). XpucTusAHCKaTa KyITypa B CpeHOBEKOBHA bbira-
pust. Matepnanu ot Hanmonannara HayuHa KoHdepenuus, [lymen, 2-4
Maii 2007 1., mo ciaydait 1100 T. or cmbpTTa Ha cB. KHA3 Bopuc-Muxann
(ox. 835-907 r.). Benuko TsproBo 2008, 42-61.

ITpeneyaTan MONMMBIOBYI OT BafieTeIcKaTa ibpkBa B IIpecnas. — B: [I. [Tu-
mutposa (pex.). ITo mprsa Ha MuHanoTO. COOPHMK HayYHM CTATUU IIO
moBof 65-roguurHnHaTta Ha i-p leopru Kuros. Codus 2008, 97-100.

CpennoBexoBHIAT CO30II07 cropef faHHKUTe Ha cparncrukara. — B: Hy-
MU3MaTUYHY, CPPArMCTUYHY M eIUIpadCKy IPUHOCU KBM UCTOPUATA
Ha YepHOMOpCKOTO Kpaiibpexue. 1. Acta Musei Varnaensis 7.1, 2008,
114-161.

2009

Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 3, Parts 1-2. Sofia
2009, 1282 pp.

Seals of the Doukas Family from the territory of Modern Bulgaria. - In: E.
Chrysos, E. Zachariadou (eds.). Captain and Scholar. Papers in memory
of Demetrios I. Polemis. Andros 2009, 151-183.

ITeyaT Ha KoHcTanTNH Mutponomut Ha Pycusa (XII B.), HamepeH B bbira-
pus. — B: P M. Illykypos (pen.). Mope u 6epera. K 60-netuto Cepres
ITaBnoBnua Kapmnosa oT xoner n yaeHnkoB. Mocksa 2009, 679-689.

The Lead Seals of epi tou maglaviou from Bulgaria. - AuTnuHas fpeBHOCTD
n cpegHue Beka 39, 2009, 171-182.

[Tevaty Ha BU3AHTUIICKM CAHOBHMIM OT TYPCKM (CEMIXYKCKM) MPOU3XON
(XI-XIII B.), Hamepenu B bbnrapus. — B: WM. Jlazapos (pen.). bpirapns,
3eMs Ha OmakeHN.... MeXXIyHapoiHa KOH(MepeHIVs B TaMeT Ha Ipod.
n.u.H. Vlopnan Anspees. Benuko ThpHOBO 2009, 279-294.

bonrapus u Busautus (864-971), mpunocst Ha cdparnctuxara. — B: B. Tio-
seneB (pen.). [IpryBaHusATa B CpefHOBeKOBHA bbarapus. Marepuann
or II'bpBara HanuoHanHa KoH(epeHIuA ,[IbTyBane kbM bbarapus.
[IpryBaHMATa B CPEHOBEKOBHA bbIrapys u CbBpeMEHHMAT TYPUSDM
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[Iymen, 8-11.05.2008 r. Bennko TopHOBO 2009, 38-84.

BusanTuiickure TbKaHu 1 6barapckuAT Bnagerencku nsop (X Bek). Ilevar
Ha eTlapXa, XMMaTuH 1 eksonpat Pumnoreit, HamepeH B IIpecnas. - B: b.
[TerpynoBa u ap. (pex.). LAUREA. In honorem Margaritae Vaklinova.
2. Codms 2009, 155-167 [B cpaBTOpCcTBO € V. Kiouykosa / together with
I. Kyuchukova].

HoBootkpur neyat na Credan mutpornonut Ha Voanomnon (70-te roguun
Ha X B.). - B: M. BaknuHoBa u np. (pex.). ViBanka Akpabosa->Kaugosa.
In memoriam. Codus 2009, 195-199.

2010

Byzantine Lead Seals from the Village of Melnitsa (district of Elkhovo,
Bulgaria), part II. — Studies in Byzantine Sigillography 10, 2010, 33-61.

Corpus of the Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria (1979-2009) - conception and
results. — B: X. Xapuronos (pep.). Joxmagu 1 Hay4H!U CHOOLICHUA OT
IIT HauyoHaMHa HayyHa KOH(epeHIVA ,,OT peroHaTHOTO K'bM HaIlMO-
HAJTHOTO — HYMM3MAaTuKa, cHparucTuka, enurpaduka u MyseitHo [eno
Ha VlcTopuuecku myseit — ITonckn Tpbpmbern®, mocBeteHa Ha 65-TOVII-
HUHATa Ha CT.H.C. i-p Xpucto XapuToHOB, 6-7.9.2009 r. IToncku TpbMm-
6em I06uneen c6opHuk. 1. Bennko TopHOBO 2010, 284-290.

Nish XI-XII c., According Byzantine Sigillography. - In: M. Rakocija
(ed.). Ni$ i Vizantija: Osmi nau¢ni skup, Nis, 3-5. jun 2009 / Ni$ and
Byzantium: Eighth symposium, Nis, 3-5 June 2009. — Zbornik radova
(Ni§, Serbia) 8, 2010, 173-188.

Busantuiicku nedaru ot seminiieTo Ha c. VIsBopoBo, XackoBcko. — B: b. bo-
pucoB (pern.). BemMKoTbpHOBCKUAT yHUBepcuTeT ,CB. ¢B. Kuput u Me-
Topuit“ u 6parapckara apxeonorus. Benuko Tsproso 2010, 697-702.

Anxmano cnopep ganHute Ha cdpaructukara (VI-XII B.). — Bulgaria
Mediaevalis 1, 2010, 325-381.

[evatute Ha Vloan, Bacunesc Ha Bbiarapute. — Hymmsmatuka, chparnctu-
Ka 1 erurpaduxka 6, 2010, 165-171.

2011

The Collection of Medieval Seals from National Archaeological Museum
Sofia. Sofia 2011, 114 pp, XX pl.

Ilyricum and Epirus according to the data of Byzantine seals from Bulgaria.
- In: J.-L. Lamboley, M. P. Castiglioni (eds.). Llllyrie méridionale et
I'Epire dans lantiquité. Actes du Ve colloque international de Grenoble
(10-12 octobre 2008). Paris 2011, 487-492.

ITeyaT Ha BuzanTuUiickua umneparop Huxudop I Tennx (803-811), Hamepen
B Bpiarapust. — B: A. V1. Pomanuyk (pen.). CoopHuK B yect Ha 70-rogum-
HyHata Ha npo¢. v Jumursp VMraaroscku. Bemuko TepHoBO 2011,
69-75.

Thrace (VI'-XI" cent.) according to the data of the Byzantine seals from
Bulgaria. - In: Ch. Bakirtzis et al. (eds.). 4™ International Symposium on
Thracian Studies. Byzantine Thrace, Evidence and Remains. Komotini,
18-22 April 2007. - Byzantinische Forschungen 30, 2011, 643-651,
902-904.

CpenHOBeKOBHMAT [IpbcThp crnoper maHHuUTe Ha coparmctukara (VI-
XII B.). — AHTHYHAs JPEBHOCTD U cpefHMe Beka 40, 2011, 79-120.

Corpus of Byzantine seals from the territory of modern Bulgaria. Possibilities
of dating and identification. — In: Ch. Stavrakos, B. Papadopoulou (eds.).
Epeironde. Proceedings of the 10* International Symposium of Byzantine
Sigillography (Ioannina, 1-3 October 2009). Wiesbaden 2011, 37-46.
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MepanboHuTe Ha XaH Omyprar (814-831). - Bbs: B. [tosenes (pen.). OTTyka
3armoyBa bbiarapua. Marepuany oT BTOpaTa HalVIOHAIHa KOH(pepeH-
IV IO MCTOPMS, apXeo/lorna U KYITypeH TypusbM ,IIbTyBane KbM
Bonrapusa® lllymen, 14-16.05.2010 r. Illymen 2011, 161-170.

BusaHTuiicku mevaTy oT KpemocTra ,KameTo® mpu cemo 3matu BoiiBopa,
CnuseHcka obmact. — B: 1. MOpHaHOB u fp. (pen.). Hayuun nscnensa-
Hus B 4ecT Ha npodecop auH VBan KapaiiotoB mo crydait HeroaTa
70-ropuinHKHa. — Vlcropukun 4, 2011, 132-165.

»IIpTyBaHe Ha meuyatute ¢ TonoHnma IIpecnas u [IpecnaBuia npes Ubp-
Bara nonosyHa Ha XI B. - Vicropmyecku npernen 67.1-2, 2011, 16-22.

[Tewarn Ha Tema Boarapus (1018-1092). — Hymusmaruka, chparucrtuka u
emmrpaduka 7, 2011, 157-188.

Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1-3. Sofia, 2003, 2006,
2009. Addenda et Corrigenda. - Hymmnsmaruka, chpaructika u enur-
paduka 7, 2011, 189-228.

[Teyatn Ha CyuMeoH, BacujeBc Ha pomente (2-927). — Bulgaria Mediaevalis
2,2011, 127-137.

Busantuiickara coparnctuka B Bearapusa (1900-2010). — Victopuyeckn
npernep 5-6, 2011, 236-255.

Ileyary Ha ;BaMa BU3AHTUIICKU ITBIKOBOALM OT VI B., HaMmepenu B bbiarapus.
Omut 3a upentuduimpane. - B: B. Vlotos, V. Jlasapenxo (pen.). Terra
antiqua balcanica et mediterranea. COOpHUK B 4yecT Ha AJIeKCaHIbP
MunyeB. MexxpyHapopHa KoH(pepeHus, BapHa, 23.02.2007 1. — Acta
Musei Varnaensis 8.2, 2011, 207-213.

Le monnayage du dernier défenseur de Sirmium en 1018 (Une énigme de
histoire et de la numismatique bulgare au Moyen Age). - Bulgarian
Historical Review 39.1-2, 2011, 135-139.

2012

TMeuar Ha HemsBecTeH cTparer Ha Tpakus u Moanonon (70-80 T. Ha X B.). - B:
E. ITaynos, C. ®ununosa (pexn.). HPAKAEOYY ZOQOTHPOX OAXIQN.
Nscnensanna B yect Ha Vina IIpokonos oT npuATennuTe u y4eHUIUTE
My 10 ciydait HeroBaTa 60-roguinyuHa. Bemuko Teproso 2012, 651-
656.

[Teuar Ha HeusBecTeH ctparer Ha Tpakus u Moanonon (70-80 . Ha X B.). - B:
IV MexpyHnaponubiii Busantnitcknit cemnaap XEPXONOX O@EMATA:
«ymIepysi» n «aonuc». Cepacrononb, 31. 05 — 05. 06 2012 1. Tesucsr
noKmagoB u coobwmenuit. Cepacromnons 2012, 6-7.

The Diocese of Thrace (V*"-VII" c.) according to the sigillographic data. -
Archaeologia Bulgarica 16.3, 2012, 57-76.

ITevaT Ha Ipuropuit baxypuanu (Ilakypuanu) — apXoHT Ha apXoHTHTe. — B:
H. [I. bapa6anos (pen.). IOAEMOAOTI'OX. C60pHUK cTaTeit TaMATH
npogeccopa B. B. Kyumer. Bonrorpapg 2012, 140-146.

[TewaTsT Ha Kecaps Tepsen (705-721). — JIlo6ocnosue 12, 2012, 44-49.

3nareH nevar Ha cpbOckysa npuHy (CrpouMup) - 3a0KHUK B IIIckoB-
cKkus Bragerencku aBop (855/856-893). — B: V. Casosa, B. Ilomosa
(pen.). CoopHuK HayuHu TpyRoBe oT Harmonannata KoHpepeHus ,,40
roguun lllymencku yHusepcurer 1971-2011% dakynrer mo XyMaHU-
Tapuy Hayku. lllymen 2012, 611-616.

[evaru na Vloan IlanTexnu - Tpera uetsbpt Ha XII B. — VcTopukun 5,
2012, 73-78.

Koit e Anmar cTparmiaT oT Hagmica B Kpbriara [Ipecmascka mbppksa. — Hy-
MU3MartyKa, cpparncTuka u enurpaduka 8, 2012, 151-163.



36

3a HA4a/JI0TO Ha CPeJHOBEKOBHATA OBIrapcKa HYMM3MATHKa U 3a II'bpBaTa
HyMM3MaTU4Ha ekcriosuiusa B bbarapms. — B: X. Xapuronos (pep.).
Jlokmagyu 1 HayYHU CHOOILIeHN OT V HallMOHATHA HayuyHa KOH(epeH-
s ,OT permoHa/HOTO KbM HAIlMIOHA/THOTO — MCTOPMUA, KpaesHaHMe
u My3eliHo feno” Ha Vcropuueckusa myseit — ITonckn Tppmben, moc-
BeTeHa Ha 140-roguuiHnHaTa OT Bb3CTAaHOBABAHE CAMOCTOSATENIHOCTTA
Ha bparapckara npaBocnaBHa IbpKBa U 135-ropuinHnHaTa Ha ATIpuiI-
CKOTO BbCTaHme ot 1876 1., 5-6.9.2011 r. [Toncku Tpombemr 06uneen
c6bopHuK. Bennko TepHOBO 2012, 1-12.

Heny6nukyBaHy BU3aHTUIICKH Ie4aTy OT Kojlekuusata Ha HAM-Codus. —
B: B. IlerpyHoBa, B. Ipuropos (pen.). In honorem professoris [Jumursp
Osuapos. - Togumnyuk Ha HanyoHanmHusa apxeonorndecky MHCTUTYT
40, 2012, 177-189.

ITeyaty Ha mpencraBuTeny Ha dammwmiATa [lakypuanu (bakypnann) ot Te-
putopuATa Ha fHemHa bbarapusa. — B: A. [Ixyposa u ap. (pen.). bbi-
rapCcKo CpefHOBEKOBNe: 001IIeCTBO, BIACT, ucTopyst. COOPHMK B 4eCT Ha
npod. i-p Munusna Kaiimakamosa. Codust 2013, 538-556.

[Meyarn na Bacunuit Jlakanuu ot bearapus. - B: I. Hukomnos n ap. (pen.).
CpenHoBeKOBHUAT ObArapuH u ,,apyrure’. COOpHUK B decT Ha 60-ro-
mymHuHaTta Ha npod. nquH [letsp AHrenos. Codus, 2013, 159-165.

ITeyaru Ha KoHcTauTH AHres, rbpBy 6paToBYe]] HA UMIIEPATOPA I YIIPABUTEL
Ha Oumunonon (1993-1194 r.). — Bulgaria Mediaevalis 3, 2012, 103-113.

2013

Ilewatn Ha M3NoBenHMKA Ha ummepatop Voan I umucxuit (969-976), Ha-
Mepenu B bparapus. — JIro6ocnosue 13,2013, 157-161.

KomexuysiTa OT TUIICOBM OT/IMBKM Ha BU3AHTMIICKU IedaTu OT bbarapus
»1pod. Tomop TepacumoB®. — B: M. Manos (pen.). Bacunxka Tepacumo-
Ba-TomoBa. In memoriam. Codusi, 2013, 521-536.

OTHOCHO TIpUTEXATeNs Ha CpebbpHNUSA cepBU3 OT Benmnmukoso, [Tasapmkumi-
Ko. — BpB: B. [lunues (pex.). CO0pHUK B YecT Ha 70-roAMIIHMHATA Ha
non. Teoprn KysmaHnos. - VIsBecTnsa Ha HaumonanmHusa apxeonormde-
CKMA MHCTUTYT 41, 2013, 521-535.

Seals of the Palaeologoi Family from the Territory of Modern Bulgaria. —
In: Olokotivov. Studies in Byzantine Numismatics and Sigillography in
Memory of Petros Protonotarios. Athens 2013, 203-225.

BusanTtuiickoro npucbcTsie B [Ipecnas (971-986). [IpuHOCHT Ha cdparuc-
Tukara. — IIpecnas 7, 2013, 265-301.

[eyar Ha Voan apxuenuckon Ha Bbirapus (mocnenta 4etBbpt Ha IX B.1?).
- BpB: B. ITanaitotros (pen.). TPIANTAOYAAO. I06uneen c6opHUK B
yecT Ha 60-roguurHyHata Ha npod. a.¢un.H. Xpucro Tpennadunos. IN
HONOREM 1. lllymen 2013, 262-267.

Hosopasyeren mevar ot Bemuxu IlpecmaB: Huxmra? mporocmatapuit u
crparer Ha Tpakus (X B.) - B: XEPXQONOX OEMATA: «<uMmnepusi» u
«tromuc». COOpHUK Hay4yHBIX TpyHoB. CeacTomons 2013, 313-317.

OJI0BHM BU3aHTMIICKH [T€YaTy OT paiioHa Ha AceHoBrpaj. — Hymmsmaruka,
cparucruka u enurpaduxa 9, 2013, 207-229 [B cpaBropcTBO ¢ P. Mo-
peBa-Apab6osa / together with R. Moreva-Arabova].

OrnoBHYM BU3AHTMIICKY IedaTn oT XackoBcka obmact (II). - Hymusmaruxa,

cdpaructuka u enurpacuka 9, 2013, 167-199.

Busanrtusicku mutHuiy (komepkuapun) Ha [Jonuus [Jynas npes XI 8. [Ipn-
HOCBT Ha cpaructukara. — IIprHOCK KBM OBIrapcKaTa apxeoaorus 7,
2013, 115-123.
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2014

IpajioBe, KpemocTy u cenmina B CpefHOBEKOBHA bbarapus ciopes fanHmuTe
Ha cpparucrukara (V36panu crarun u crynun). llymen 2014.

Csxpn mu e Mmorest Topop (Ilersp), 6parsT Ha AceH. - VicTopukuu 7, 2014,
67-86.

Habmonenns BbpXy FaTUPOBKATa U UACHTUGULMPAHETO HA BUSAHTUIICKN-
te evatn (IV-XIV B.), cnopen Kopryc Ha BusaHTUIICKUTe IeYaTy OT
Boarapus. — B: VII Hanunonanxa xoudepennus ,,OT pernoHaaTHOTO
K'bM HaIMOHaTHOTO . Bennko TepHOBO 2014, 156-174.

BusanTmiicku MMIIepaTOpCKyM IedyaTy, HaMepeHu B bbnrapma ot Bpeme-
to Ha nap Camymn 976-1014. - B: JI. Baramuuckn (pen.). Lap Camynn
(+1014) B 6utka 3a bpnrapusa. Codus 2014, 77-90.

CpennosexoBuusAT rpaj Koncranums (IV-XIII B.). IIpuHocsT Ha cdparmc-
tukara. — B: II. Teoprues u gp. (pen.). [pagst B 6Barapckute semu (1o
apXeo/IOrMYecKyl JaHHU). Marepyaay OT HalMOHA/JIHaTa Hay4YHa KOH-
(epeHIYs, TTOCBeTEHA HA )KUBOTA U [€IOTO HA CT.H.C. Bepa AHTOHOBa,
[Iymen, 31 oktomBpu — 1 HoemBpu 2013 1. lllymen 2014, 341-352.

Titles and Dignitaries in the Preslav Court (893-971). The contribution of
Sigillography. — In: Das mittelalterliche Bulgarien, Byzanz und Europa.
- Miscellanea Bulgarica 21, 2014, 55-69.

Boitnara mexxpy Busanrtust n Pycust 8 Bpirapus (970-971). Ilpocomnorpadus
Ha ygactHumre. — B: V1. Viopnanos (pex.). Bbarapus B cBeTOBHOTO Kyii-
TYPHO HaC/lIefcTBO. MaTepuany OT TpeTaTa HalMOHalHa KOH(pepeHIA
10 MICTOPUSA, APXEONOT U U KY/ITYPeH TYpusbM ,,IIbTyBane kbM bbnra-
pus’, Hlymen, 17-19.05.2012 r. llymen 2014, 311-356.

BsanmootHomennsa Kuesckoit Pycu, Busantuu n bonrapum B X-XII BB.
3nauenne copaructvkn. — Chparictiannit mopivauk 4, 2014, 368-375.

OnOBHY II€YaTV ¢ PyHOIIOZOOHU 3HAaUM OT bbiarapus (BTopa I0/IOBMHA Ha
IX B). - B: P. KocroBa (pen.). CpefHOBEKOBHUAT YOBEK ¥ HETOBUIT
cBsAT. COOpHUK B vecT Ha 70-Ta ropguinHnHa Ha pod. . n. H. Kasumup
[TonkoncTanTMHOB. Bemmko ThprOBO 2014, 149-156.

[TewyaTtnte Ha TeomopokaH, maTpuiuii u kaTenan Ha Enea (cpenara Ha XI B.)
— AHTUYHaA IPEBHOCTD U CpefiHMe BeKa 42, 2014, 163-175.

BusanTtuitckusar mwiakosoger; [leTsp, matpuxuit u crparonenapx (60-70-
e I. Ha X B.). [IpuHOCHT Ha cdparucrukara. — B: V1. Bensiesa, T. [Tumu-
tpoB (pep.). Realia Byzantino-Balcanica. C6opuuk B yect Ha 60-ropymi-
HuHata Ha podecop Xprcto Matanos. Codust 2014, 258-274.

[Tevarnre Ha Tema Ipyrysutusa (IX-XI B). - HymusmaTnka, chparucruxa un
ennrpaduka 10, 2014, 223-241.

2015

ITevyaTy Ha emckomny oT apxuemyckonys boarapua (XI-XII B.). — Bulgaria
Mediaevalis 6, 2015, 103-121.

[Tevarure Ha tap Cumeon 1 Benukn. — Boa: B. Ttosenes, K. Henos (pep.).
Boarapckusr 3imaten Bek. COopHuK B dect Ha nap Cumeon Bemmxn
(893-927). Inosgus 2015, 77-113.

Hopocropym - Hopocrorn — IpbcTbp, CHOpeN ZaHHNUTE Ha CPparucTuKaTa
(VI-XIV B.). - Jobpymxa 30, 2015, 49-103.

ITevaT Ha Huxudop CuHaguH — natpuumit u crparer Ha IlpeciaBuna (50-Te
roguuu Ha XI B.). - Jobpymxka 30, 2015, 103-106.

Busantuitcku nedatu ot rora Ha Ilapckma Isopen B IIpecnas. — Victopnu-
xun 8, 2015, 29-49.

[Tewatu Ha BU3AHTUIICKU BOC€HOHAYa/IHNIIN, Y9aCTBYBa/lIN B 6’])J'II‘apO—BI/I—
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3aHTHMiicKara BoliHa (976-1018). - Bbs: B. Tto3enes u np. (pen.). EBpo-
MEMICKUAT I0TOM3TOK IIpe3 BTOopaTa IONOBMHA Ha X - Ha4a/oTo Ha XI
Bek. VcTopus un kynrypa. Mexxpynaponua koudepenrusi, Codus, 6-8
oxtroMBpu 2014 r. Cous 2015, 366-386.

Die Siegel des mittelalterlichen Bulgarien (864-971) - In: E. Gruber, C. Lutter,
O. J. Schmitt (eds.). Kulturgeschichte der Uberlieferung im Mittelalter.
Quellen und Methoden zur Geschichte Mittel- und Siidosteuropas. Wien
2015, 128-136.

[Tnucka (IX-XI B.), cnopex maHHuTe Ha chparnctukara. — [lmcka — Ilpe-
cmas 11, 2015, 47-60.

ITevatr Ha Appuan, TypMapx Ha IIpecmaB (kpas Ha IX B.). — Bulgaria
Mediaevalis 4-5, 2015, 39-43.

ITpucruranero Ha yyenuuute Ha Kupur u Metopuit B ITnmucka (885-886).
BusanTmiicka gunnomaTndecka odaususa B boiarapus (886-889). Ilpu-
HOCBT Ha cdparncTukara. — BoB: B. [to3enes u gp. (pen.). bprrapus B
eBpoIIelicKaTa Ky/ITypa, Hayka, oOpasoBaHue, pemurua. Marepuanu oT
YeTBbpTa HAL[VOHAHA KOH(EPEHIVs 110 UCTOPUS, aPXeOIOrNsA U KyI-
TypeH TypussM ,,IIpryBane koM bemrapus® 1. lllymen 2015, 32-41.

Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1-3, Sofia, 2003, 2006, 2009.
Addenda et Corrigenda (2). - Bbs: B. Ttosenes u gp. (pen.). Bonrapus
B €BpOIIeNICKaTa Ky/ITypa, HayKa, obpasoBanue, permryst. Marepuam ot
YeTBbpTa HALMOHATHA KOH(DEPEHIIS [0 NCTOPIS, APXEOJIOTHS U KY/ITY-
peH TypussM ,IIpryBane kpMm boarapus® 1. lllymen 2015, 223-306.

Observations on Dating of Byzantine Seals (Fourth to Fourteenth Century)
According to the Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. - In: H. Ivakin
et al. (eds.). Byzantine and Rus’ seals. Proceeding of the International
Colloquium on Rus’ - Byzantine Sigillography. Kyiv, Ukraine, 13-16
September 2013. Kyiv 2015, 143-158.

ITegatute ot AxBe Kamnpe-Tepmonomuc. — Bps: B mamet Ha Lonsa [Ipaxe-
Ba. — JI3BecTus Ha Oyprackus myseii 5, 2015, 274-294.

2016

Kopmyc Ha cpegHoBexkoBHMTe OBbrrapcku nedary / Corpus of the medieval
Bulgarian seals. - TTnucka - IIpecnas 12, Codus 2016, 307 c.

CpegHOBEKOBHY OJIOBHM IIeYaTy OT KpermocTrta mpu c. [Jobpu mon, Ilno-
BAuBCcKoO. — B: b. Bopucos (pen.). [Tpod. n-p bopuc bopucos - yyenunu
U OPUATENN. — BeTMKOTBPHOBCKUAT YHUBEPCUTET 1 OBATapCcKaTa Ha-
yka 2, 2016, 831-845 [B cpaBTOpCcTBO C V. Tomammumos / together with
I. Topalilov].Ileyarn Ha xupumuua ot IIppBOTO OBATAPCKO LIAPCTBO.
- B: II. Snakmesa (pen.). Quadrivium. XO06uneen c60pHuK B vecT Ha
60-rogmiHMHata Ha npod. a-p. Becenun Ilanaitoros. IN HONOREM
3. Illymen 2016, 552-566.

Bp3craHoBsiBaHe Ha OBarapckara gppxxaBHocT (1185-1235). [IpuHOCHT Ha
HyMmusMatukara u copaructukara. — B: II. IlaBnos (pen.). Bennkure
AceneBuy. COOpPHIMK C JOKIAAU OT KOHepeHnsATa, IocBeTeHa Ha 830
TO[IMHY OT BbCTaHMeTo Ha Oparsra [leTsp 1 AceH, HauanoTo Ha Bropo-
TO 6BATAPCKO LAPCTBO U 00sIBSHETO Ha T'bPHOBO 3a cTonMuIa Ha Bbi-
rapus, u 780 TOOVHA OT JIESTUTUMHOTO Bb300OHOBABaHE Ha bpnrapckara
IMatpuapmns. Bennko Topuoso 2016, 319-332.

ITeyaTy Ha BM3aHTUIICKM [JTABHOKOMAH/IyBaIll) Ha IOXOAMTE Cpelty AceHe-
Bunm 1185-1195 r. - B: M. [lackasnos u zip. (pen.). In honorem professoris
Violetae Volkova-Neseva. - Togumank Ha HarjmonamHus apxeonornde-
ckuA myseit 13, 2016, 357-367.

MoHorpaMnuTe BBPXy 3/IaTHUTe NPBCTeHM Ha marpuums Kybpar (635-
665). - B: b. IlerpyHoBa, A. Anmamkos, B. Ipuropos (pep.). In honorem
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professoris Stanislav Stanilov. Ad multos annos. — V3Bectus Ha Harmo-
HaJIHMA apXeOoJIorn4ecKy MHCTUTYT 43, 2016, 117-125.

Hemy6myxyBany BUSaHTUIICKM TTe4aTH OT paiioHa Ha [I'ppBomait. — Hymus-
Maruka, chpaructuka u ennrpaduka 12, 2016, 173-178.

[Tevaru fesiteneit u3 ,, Anexcuanpl, HaiineHHble B Benuku [Ipecnase. — Bect-
Huk Bonrorpagckoro [ocygapcrBennoro yuusepcureTa. Cepus 4. Vicro-
pus. Pernmonosenenne. MexxpynapopHble oTHoIeHus 21.5, 2016, 19-31.

2017

[ewatn wa Muxann Manactpa (XI-XII B.). - B: U. Vlopmanos (pen.).
Tempus fugit. FO6mneen cOopHMK B yecT Ha 70-rOAMIIHIHATA HA IPOQ.
n-p Croan Butnanos. IN HONOREM 4. [llymen 2017, 135-142.

BpoH3soB mosnareH npbcreH-nevyaT Ha Manywn Kpuronyn (XIII-XIV B.). —
Hymmsmaruka, cdpaructuka u enurpaguka 13, 2017, 311-316.

[Topaxxennero Ha BusaHTuiuure npu Ipvcrop (aBryct 1087 r.). IIpoco-
norpadus Ha ydactHuiure. IIpuHOCHT Ha cpaructukara. — Jobpy-
mxa 32, 2017, 80-110 [B cpaBTOpcTBO C JK. JKekopa / together with Zh.
Zhekova].

ITet crapobbarapcku nevara. — B: V1. Mapasos u ap. (pex.). VI3cnenBanns B
gect Ha Craspu Tomanos 1o cinyvait HeroaTa 75-rogumHuHza. Codus
2017, 275-280.

2018

[Tevarnrte Ha Apkanwit, ctparer Ha bocmopa (X-XI B.) ot Ilpecnas. - B:
XEPZONOX @EMATA: «uMnepusi» u «noauc». COOPHUK HaydHBIX
Tpynos. Cesactononb 2018, 87-90.

burkara mpn Axenost 917 r. YncneHOCT M ChCTAaB Ha BU3aHTUIICKATa apMUAL.
ITpocomnorpadus Ha ydactHuiure. IIprHoca Ha cdparucrtukara. — B:
I. Hukonos u gp. (pex.). CumeoHoBa bpirapus B ucropusra Ha eBpo-
neiickus FOroustox: 1100 rogyuuu ot 6utkara npu Axenoit. 1. Codus
2018, 33-66.

Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. Volume 1-3. Sofia, 2003, 2006,
2009. Addenda et Corrigenda (3). — Bob: B. Ito3enes (pen.). IIncme-
HOCT, KHVDKOBHUIIM, KHUTY: BhirapckaTa cieia B KyITypHAaTa UCTOPUS
Ha EBpoma. Matepuanu oT merara HalMOHamTHa KOHQepeHIMs O MC-
TOpWSI, APXEO/IOTHS U KY/ITYP€EH TYpusbM ,IIpryBane KbpM boarapmsa®
- llymeHn, 26-28.04.2016 roguna. Illymen 2018, 124-165.

3a KoJeKLuATa OT CPEJHOBEKOBHU Imedary, HamepeHu B Ckomme. — B: A.
Hwukonos u fp. (pen). bparapcko apcrso. C6opHuk B vect Ha 60-ro-
puurHrHa Ha gou. A-p Teoprn H. Hukonos. Codust 2018, 498-518.

[IBa 6Brrapcky napcku nevara, Hamepenn B Cxonue. — B: L. Biliarsky (ed.).
Laudator temporis acti. Studia in memoriam loannis A. Bozilov. II. Ius,
imperium, potestas, litterae, ars et archaeologia. Serdica (Codu:) 2018,
526-533.

Konexuusra ¢ nedarn or Akse Kamupe. — B: fI. CnaBsancka (pen.). Aquae
Calidae. JTiobumnre GaHu Ha mMIeparopu, Lape u cyrranu / Y.
Slavyanska (ed.). Aquae Calidae. The favourite baths of emperors, tsars
and sultans. Byprac 2018, 115-130.

Byzantine sigillography. — In: I. Jordanov, I. Topalilov (eds.). Contribution
to byzantine sigillography. - Studia Academica Sumenensia. 5. Shumen
2018, 11-25.

Trade Routes of the Lower Danube (10®-11" centuries) according to the
archaeological, numismatical and sigiilographical data. - Contribution
to byzantine sigillography. - Studia Academica Sumenensia. 5. Shumen
2018, 42-53 [B cpaBTOpCTBO C JK. XKexoBa / together with Zh. Zhekova].
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2019

[TeyaTy Ha BUSaHTMIICKaTa afMMHUCTpanys B bbarapusa (971-1118). Illy-
Mmen 2019, 375 c., 433 nn.

Axernoit 917. Ha nobemoHocHNUA BacuieBC MHoOras yeTa. I[ledaru Ha ydvac-
THULUTE B butKara. — [Ipecnas 8, 2019, 237-256.

3nmaTHUAT nedat Ha map VBan Acen II (1218-1241), cbXxpaHABaH B apX1Ba
Ha maHacTupa 3orpad. — B: [I. [Tees (pexn.). 3orpadckn cpbopHMK. 30-
rpadckmAT apxuB u 6ubnmnorexa. Vscnensanus un nepcrnektusyu. Ceera
Topa, Codus 2019, 235-242.

3natHuAT nevar Ha uap ViBan Acen 11 (1218-1241). — Ba: B. Tto3enes u np.
(pen.). Llap VBan Acen II (1218-1241). C6opuuk mo cryvait 800-ro-
IOMIIHMHATA OT HETOBOTO BB3ILECTBYE Ha O'bIrapckys npecto. Inos-
muB 2019, 57-65.

Busantnitckn nevatu (VI-XII B.), Hamepenn B Mecemspus. — B: [I. Momuu-
noB (pen.). Tpaxust u Xemumont IV-XIV Bek. 2. Bapna 2019, 191-200 [B
cpaBTopcTBO ¢bC C. [InmoBa / together with S. Dimova].

2020

BusanTuiticku MONMBJOBY/ Ha aHOHMMEH IIpoToMepakapuil or bBykenown.
- Hymmsmatuka, chparnctuka u emurpaduxa 16, 2020, 253-272 [B
cpaBTOpCTBO ¢ M. VIHKOBa / together with M. Inkova]. }O>xna Bbnra-
pusi — 6ydepHa 30Ha MeXAy BusaitHTIA 1 HaX/TyBaIuTe HOMaIM [Ipe3
BTOpara nmosoBuHa Ha XI B. JInunata Mecemspus - Auxnasno — bepoe
- Ounnomnon - Tpuaguua — Hum Benrpan ciopen aHHuTe Ha cparuc-
tukara. - B: H. KpHes (pen.). Bmageren, gppxaBa u 1yppksa Ha bpika-
Hute mpe3 CpegHoBekoBneTo. COOPHMK B 4eCT Ha 60-TORMIIHMHATA Ha
upod. g-p I IlaBmos. Benmuko TsprHOBO 2020, 717-761.

Ipuropmit Kypkya - gyk Ha @unnnonon 1090-1091. [Tpuxoc kbM enurpadu-
KaTa u chpaructukara. — B: M. lorkosa, M. Manos (pen.). Carissimae
magistrae grato animo. C6opuuk B namer Ha npod. V. IOpykosa. Co-
¢bus 2020, 212-225.

Kamen Anpionos, [Tantenuc Xapamammnakuc
Kamen Andonov, Pantelis Charalampakis
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/IBa HOBBIX BU3aHTUICKUX
MOJIMBJIOBY/Ia B OOTapCKYIO
chparncTUiecKyo KOIuaKy

Huxomnait A. AJIEKCEEHKO!

Mucruryr apxeonorun Kpoima PAH, mpocn. Akagemuxa B. V1. Bepnajckoro, 2,
295007, Cumdepomnonb; AlekseyenkoNikolaj@gmail.com

Bxaz npod. V. VlopnanoBa B MUPOBYIO HAyKY ¥ B YaCTHOCTY B BU-
3aHTUIICKYI0 CPparuCTUKY IO MCTUHE Be/UK 1 HeoljeHNM. Ero kopiyc
«BusanTuitckux nevareit u3 bonrapun» He TONIbKO coOpas BOEAVHO,
HalifleHHble B Pa3/IMYHbIX yroaKax bonrapckoro rocygapcrsa Oy/Ibt
IpaXAAaHCKUX YMHOBHMKOB, BOEHAYaIbHIKOB, IIPENCTaBUTENEN KIN-
pa M apUCTOKPATIH, HO M CO3/1aJI 6/IarOaTHYIO IIOYBY /LA IIPOJOJDKe-
HIA UCTOPUYECKUX IUTYAVI 10 MHOTYM BOIIPOCaM, B3aMOJelICTBIA
COTIpefieIbHBIX 6aIKaHCKUX TEPPUTOPHIL ¢ BusaHTMITICKO MMITepuei.

HemanoBakHyl0 I|eHHOCTb B cpaructudeckoir 6ase HaHHBIX
UMeeT MMEHHO MH(pOpMauys O IPONCXOXJEHNM IMaMATHMKA, [ja-
I0I[ass BO3MOXXHOCTDb, MHOTZIA MICK/TIOUUTETbHO Oarofaps caMmuMm
IeYaTsAM, BbIABUTH CYIIECTBOBaHIUE U CBA3€Nl MEXy perroHaMu, U
KOHTaKTOB MECTHBIX BJIACTEN C LIEHTPaIbHOV MM IPOBMHIMAIbHBI-
M aJ]MVHUCTPalMAMY, TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIMY BESOMCTBAMH, LI€PKOB-
HBIMM VHCTUTYTaMJ WM IIPEeCTaBUTETAMM BU3AHTUIICKON 3HATH,
MHOTME U3 KOTOPBIX — M3BECTHbIE MCTOpUYECKMEe MMIHOCTU. VI 9TO
caMoe LIeHHOE, 3TO BO MHOTOM CIIOCOOCTBYET OTKPBITHIO BCé HOBBIX I
HOBDBIX CTPAHUL] UICTOPUM KaK caMoli bonrapum, Tak 1 MHOTOTPaHHO-
IO MIpa B €€ OKPY>KEHUMU.

3Has HeyzepXuMylo crpactb npodeccopa V. Moppanosa x ot-
KPBITMIO HOBBIX C(ParvcTUYECKNX MCTOYHUKOB, MBI, €TO JIPY3bs 1
KOJUIETH, 110 Mepe CU/I ¥ BOSMOXKHOCTEN BCErja CTapaanuch BCAYe-
CKJ IIOMOYb €My B JOIIOJTHEHMM KOPITyCa, PasbICKMBAsA MOJMBIOBY-
bl COXPAHUBIINE VCTOPUIO CBOETO OOITapCKOTrO IPOVCXOXKIEHNA.
[TponomxkaeM 9To HenaTh U cerofHs. B ofHOM 13 MOCKOBCKUX cdpa-
TUCTUYECKMX KOJUIEKIIUI YJa7lOCh BBIABUTD €LIE IIapy MO/IVB/IOBYTIOB,
B CBOE BpeMsA NPpUBE3EHHbIX U3 bonrapumn.

K coxaneHnio, Ha JaHHbII MOMEHT He Y/Ja/IoOCh OOHAPY>KUTD K-
3eMIULAPBI, paHee paHee He BCTpedaBIInecs Cpeiyt 60IrapcKux Haxo-
nok. Ho, TeM He MeHee, mosBjIeHMe yOIeTHDIX IIe4aTell O4eBUIHOE
CBUJETENIbCTBO ONPENENEHHON aKTMBHOCTY IIPECTaBIAEMbIX IIep-
COHa)Kell, BHE BCAKOTO COMHEHM, MOAAEP>KMBABIINX IIOCTOAHHYIO
CBAA3b CO CBOMMI KOPPECIIOHeHTaMM Ha bankanax.
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IlepBbIit MONMMBIOBY/I OTHOCUTCS K CepUI TaK Ha3bIBaeMbIX aHO-
HVYIMHBIX NTAMATHVKOB CPATUCTUKY, HA KOTOPBIX COOCTBEHHMUK Ile-
4aTy, He YKasblBas CBOETO MMEHM, 3aMEHSI eT0, MHOCKA3aTeIbHO,
CTUXOTBOPHOJ WM 3amnpoBaHHOI JlereH/0il. B cBOE BpeMsi Mbl
yoKe IIpefiCTaBI/IN aHAIOTVYHBIN 9k3eMIUIAp (Anekceenko 2011, 356,
359, # 6, puc. 6). CeroHaA y HaC €CTb BO3MOYKHOCTD IIP€JCTaBUTH €T0
RyO/muKaT, OOHapy>KeHHBIIT B TOM XKe COOpaHMN.

1. M-343. Yacrnas komwrexnus V. Topmkosa’, Mocksa. (puc. 1).

D - 21 Mm; TOMmMHA INTACTUHKY — 4 MM; BeCc 11,6 T.

Asepc. B 060Ke 13 CIMBUIMXCS B IMHNIO TOYEK HOTPYAHOE U30-
OpakeHre cB. BoMHa [IMMMTpMS C KOIbeM UM LIUTOM B pyKax. Ilo
CTOpOHAM HafmuCh B CTON6UK: ceBa — .|A|H; cpasa - .|M|IT|P/ -
[O (&yiog)] Anu(r)tp(1oc).

PeBepc. B o6onxe 13 CIMBIIMXCS B TMHUIO TOYEK MATUCTPOYHAS
CTUXOTBOPHAs HafIMICh, KOTOpas TPAAMLIMOHHO JIO/DKHA HAUMHAThCA
HEOONMBIINM KPECTUKOM:

-KeMNol [+Z]kémou(S)
MEMAKAP ¢ udKa

TONTOAA F\"“ P"

COINOGUN tov moA(A)a

TH o001 To0o0v
™

YKEMOLG e, pakap, TOV ToAAG oot tofodvn -
3amnty MeHs1, 671a)KeHHBIIT, IOKPOBUTENbCTBOM CBOEII TIOOBIL.

I[TedaTp 1O BCceM IPU3HAKaM OTHOCUTCS K MaMATHMKaM cparu-
ctuku XI B.

JIaHHBIII TUII MO/IMBJIOBY/IOB XOPOIIO M3BECTEH B Cparucrimde-
ckoit mureparype (Feind 2012, 54-55, # 1499; Wassiliou-Seibt 2016,
330-331, # 2059) mo HaxoAKaM WCKIIOYNTEIbHO HA TEPPUTOPUU
Bonrapun. BecbMa npyuMeyarenbHO, YTO JMIIb JIA €AMHCTBEHHOTO
sK3eMIUIApa ¢ ayknmona Rauch Mail Bid Sale 11: 12-09-2006, # 1448
He M3BEeCTHO ero mecto Haxopku (cMm.: SBS, 191, # 1448), HO MOXXeT
OBITDb 11 OH MMeeT H0/IrapcKoe IMPONCXOXK/ICHNE.

CTx0TBOpHas JIereHja 060pOTHOI CTOPOHBI MOJIMB/OBYIA IIPeT-
CTaB/IsIeT MHBOKATVMBHOE M3pedyeHye: «3alUTy MeHs, O/a>KeHHBIN,
HOKPOBUTE/IBCTBOM CBOEil TI00BM». BHe BCAKOrO COMHEHNS, YTO B
BU3AHTUIICKOM OOILIeCTBe NP IIOYTOBOV KOPPECIIOHAEHIVIM B IIO-

Puc. 1. AHOHUMHAs TTeYaTh C
MeTpudeckoit terennoi. Koner XI B.
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Puc. 2. [levats /IbBa MyKara,
MMITIEPATOPCKOTO IpoTociadapus mi

700 payyAoPiov. Konen X - nagaso XI B.

IOOHBIX HallleMy B CITy4adAX, 61arogaps crenyddeckoMy TeKCTy Jie-
TeHJIbI, TTOTy4YaTe/Ib IIOC/IAHNA He COMHEBAJICA B MIMEHM CBOETO ajipe-
CaHTa I He HY>XX[Ja/ICS B KaKMX-/I1OO0 [JOIIOJTHUTE/IBHBIX YKa3aHNUAX Ha
nevary. VI3obpaxeHne obpasa cBATOro BomHa [IMMMUTpUs Ha JIuiie-
BOJI CTOpOHe OY/UIBI IIpefycCMaTpUBaeT, YTO MHBOKATUBHOE obpalile-
HIIe JIeTeH bl ObIIO aJipecOBAaHO TOMY CBATOMY IIaTPOHY BJIajieblia
MonuBgoByna. Kak nsBectHo, 06pa3 cBATOro BomHa Jumurpus 6bu1
OYeHb IOMY/IApeH B Bu3aHTUM 11 Ha CBOM II€YaT! ero IMOMeIaIN ca-
Mble pa3IMYHble KAaTeTOPUM BU3AHTUIICKMX YMHOBHMKOB, MHOTVIE
BOEHAYa/IbHUKI, IPU/IBOPHBIE apYICTOKPATHI 11 JjaXKe IpeCTaBUTe/IN
K/IPa; He TOBOPS yXKe O TOM, 4TO JIMMUTPMIt ABJIA/ICS IATPOHOM TO-
pona ®eccanonnku. KoHe4HO, 0CTaeTcs TOMBKO rafiaTh, KTO MOT ObITh
B/IafiefIblleM Halllell evyaTy, 1 HafIo MOo/IaraTh BeCbMa aKTVBHBIM KOp-
PECIIOH/IEHTOM, T. K. CETOIHA Y>Ke M3BECTHO II0 MeHblIIell Mepe 6oee
mecATka ero MonuspoBynoB u3 IlpecmaBa, Cuwmictpel n Ilomopue
(Macnes 1955, 458, o6p. 14; VIopnaHOB 1993, 206, # 449-451; Jordanov,
Zhekova 2007, 187, # 533; Jordanov, 2009, 765-766, # 2485-2491A), Ko-
Topbie ipod. V. Viopianos matuposan nocnenteii uetseptbio XI B.
CrnemyeT OTMETHUTD, 4TO OOJIbIIAsA YacTh U3 HUX (HAJO IOJIaraTb, 3TO
0COOEHHO BaXKHO!) ITPOMCXOANUT U3 IIPECIABCKOTO apXVBa Ievyareil.

Cyzs 1o BceMy, COOCTBEHHMK pacCMaTPUBaeMOIl eYaTy sABJIA/ICH
JOCTaTOYHO BBICOKOIIOCTAB/ICHHBIM BM3aHTUIICKMM CaHOBHVKOM, Y
KOTOPOTO OYeBUHO OBUIN OIpefie/IEHHbIE MHTEPEChl B OONIrapcKoM
peruoHe B CBA3Y C 4eM OH U BE/ TaKyl0 aKTUBHYIO IEPEINCKY C BU-
3aHTHUIICKOI cTaBKoII B IIpeciaBe 1, KpoMe TOTO, OTIIPABJIA CBOU Jie-
meu ¥ Ha nobepexxoe ITonTa, 1 Ha [lyHait.

Bropoit MONMUBROBY/I IPUHAIJIEKNUT K KaTerOpUM MaTPpOHUMMYE-
CKMX OY/UI M IIpefCTaB/IsAeT OJHOrO KOHCTAaHTUMHOIIOIbCKUX BOCHHBIX
(GYHKIMOHEPOB.

2. M-436. YactHas komnexius V. Topmkosa’, Mocksa. (puc. 2).

D - 33 Mm; TOMIIMHA INTACTUHKY — 2,5 MM; BeC 13,4 T.

Agepc. Ilorpynnoe msobpaxenne V. Xpucra ¢ okpyrnoit 60-
pofioii, B KpewjatoM HuMOe, B TYHMKe, [IepXKalllero B JIEBOI pyKe
Esanrenue, andac. [To croponam ¢urypst Turb:: cnesa —[1]C; crpa-
Ba - XC - [I(noo?d)g] X(p1oT0)g. Bokpyr TpapuimoHHas JereHpaa
MHBOKATUBHBIM obOpaiieHreM K nomomy locmopa: ...OHOEIT..O... -
[Kvpie Blonbet 1@ o[® 8]o[OA(w)].

PeBepc. IlaTucTpodHas HafINUCh, yKpalleHHAs CBEPXY U CHU3Y,
PACIIO/IOXKEHHBIMU B PsAJ| TPEMS >KeMUy>KIHAMM:
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+AEON

TRACTA Aéov
O-€nIT. (1) BlactAik®) (Tpwto)oma
[AAR. 0(apiw) &mi t(oD) [u]
MEKA. [oJy(Y)AaBl(fov) ]
M(ov)kd[t(ng)]

Kopte BoriOet 1 0@ SovAw Aéovtt Bacihik®d mpwTtoonabapiw £mi Tod
payyAapiov 6 Movkdtng
Tocniopy, momoru TBoeMy paby JIbBy, UMIIEpaTOPCKOMY
npoTocnadapuio ¥ KOMaAHAMUPY CTPaXKM MAaIraBUTOB
13 popfa Mykaros.

Becbma mpumedaTenpHO, YTO aOCOMIOTHOE OOJBUIMHCTBO MO-
JIMBJIOBYJIOB, BlIajie/iblieM KOTOPBIX ObU1 JIeB MyKart, IpOMCXOAuUT 13
PACKOIIOK IIPECTABCKONM CTAaBKM BM3AaHTMUIICKOTO CTpAaTWUra ¥ HbIHE
XpaHATCA B cOOpaHMY apxeonorndeckoro Myses Bemukoro ITpecnasa.
Cnauasia ObIIV BBIABTIEHBI 21 9K3.; €€ iBe IevaTy 13 YaCTHBIX KOJI-
JIEKL[MII TaK)Ke ObIIM HaiiJleHbl Ha TePPUTOPUY BTOPOIT OOIrapCcKoit
cronuipt (Vlopnanos 1993, 40-41, # 32-54). B cBoé BpeMs B pelieH3nn
Ha M3[jaHue meyvareit u3 crparuruu [Ipecnasa B. 3ait6t ormerw, 4To
ell[é OfiMH MO0 OHBIN 9K3eMIULAP MMeeTCs B Kojutekuyn M.-J1. 3apHui
(Seibt 1996, 135, # 32-54). OgHako B U3JaHMe KO/UIEKIIUY HEMELKOIT
cobmpareIbHNIBI OH [T0YeMY-TO He momai (cM.: Seibt, Zarnitz 1997).
[Ipod. V. MopiaHoB He MCK/TI0YaM BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTO TledyaTh JIbBa
Mykara kak ¥ MHorue 6y/uisl u3 Konekiym M.- JI. 3apHul, Mormm
uMenu 60nrapckoe IpONCXOXK/IeHe U, BEPOSTHO, UMeN OTHOILIEHNe
Kk IIpecmaBy (Jordanov 2009, 138).

C TeueHMeM BpeMeHM KOMMYECTBO MONMBAOBYNOB J/IbBa Mykara
HEYK/IOHHO pocyio 1 B cBoéM Kopmyce mpod. V. Mopaanos cooban
y)Ke O TPEX JeCATKAX 9K3eMIUIgpax (Jordanov 2006, 299, # 482-514;
Jordanov 2009, 137-138, # 285-314A). B 2013 r. mpn pacKomKax raaB-
Horo xpama B BernkoMm ITpeciaBe 6511 060HAPyKeH HOBDIIT 9K3eMIUIAP
nedaTtu JIba MyKaTa, U MX 4MC/IO YBEIMYMU/IOCH 10 31 MONMBJOBY/IA
(Mopmanos 2015, 226, # 12).

K coxaneHnio To4HOe MECTO HAXO[KI PacCMaTPMBAEMOro HaMM
CerofHs 04YepemHoro (32-ro) sK3eMIUIIpa YCTAHOBUTb HEBO3MOXKHO;
U3BECTHO JINIIb TO, YTO OH HalifieH Ha TeppuTtopun bonrapum.

Ha ypuBuTenbHy!o aKTMBHOCTb 3TOTO IIEPCOHAaXKa B CBOE Bpe-
Ms obparun BunManue B. 3ait6ot (Seibt 1996, 135). B cBow ouepenp
npod. V. Viopnanos emé B caMmoM Hayaje cHparucTUyeckux mcce-
TOBaHUI oTMevas, 4To Bce 23 Oymibl u3 [IpecinaBa ObUIM OTTHCHYTHI
OZIHOM M TOH e Mapoil MaTpuIl Ha OAMHAKOBBIX 110 (JOPME U pasMepy
3aroTOBKAaX, YTO CBUETEJILCTBYET 00 OTHOCUTEIIBHO KOPOTKOM CPOKE
HOCTYIIEHUs] KOPPECIOHIEHIIUH, KOTOPbIH MOT OBITh B IIpeAenax IMo-
cennux aecatwietnii X — navana X1 B. (Moppanos 1993, 41).

Taxoll faTMpPOBKM He NPOTUBOPEYNUT M MKOHOrpadmsa obpasa
V. Xpucra. [IpakTnyeckn TOXZEeCTBEHHOE M300paXkeHNe MBI HaXo-
MM Ha BM3aHTUIICKMX aHOHUMHBIX Qojrmicax nepuona 976-1025 rr.
(Grierson 1999, 21, # 39).
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Vcxopsa us nerenpsl, JleB MyKaT uMen HEMOCPENCTBEHHOE OTHO-
IIeHVe K CTO/IMYHOMY KOPITYCY MaI/IaBUTOB — Te/IOXPAHUTeNEeN IMIIe-
paTopa, KOTOpbIe COITIACHO MCTOYHMKAM OBLIV BOOPY>KEHbI MeYaMI,
IBYPYYHBIMM TOTIIOpaMy 1 fy6uHKamm (payhapia), OTKyza 1 momydn-
nu cBo€ Ha3BaHMe. OHM MOABJIAIOTCS B UCTOYHMKAX B KoHIe VIII B.
u ucyesaT K KoHny XI B. (Oikonomides 1972, 328). Busanruiickue
TakTMKOHBI He YIHOMUHAIOT HY O KAKOM KOMaH/IMpe KOpITyca MaryiaBy-
TOB, @ TOJIbKO YKa3bIBAIOT Ha IIPMHAIEXHOCTD K HeMy (Oikonomides
1972, 14913’ 15127, 18330, 1994, - 2274). Hekoropble nccnegosarenu
IIPeAIIONATaloT, YTO KOPIYyCOM MAaHIVIAaBUTOB MOT KOMaHJOBAaTb 9Te-
puapx, HO MOCKO/IbKY UX ObIIO YeTBEPO, OAMH M3 HUX U ABJI/ICA Ma-
rmaBuToM (Bury 1911, 108; Seibt 1978, 207). A. C. MoxoB BbICKa3as
MHEHMe, YTO B/IaJie/IbIibl Ievareit £€mi To0 paylafiov, mo KpaitHeit
Mepe B IX B., KaK MMHUMYM, OTHOCATCS K YMC/TY BOCHHBIX aPXOHTOB
cpennero panra [Moxos 2016, 125-129]. ITpod. 1. Viopnanos pac-
CMaTpMUBAJI MAaITIABUTOB BTOPOJI NOIOBMHDBI X —Havana XI B. yxe He
KaK OOBIYHYIO I'BApAVIIO, @ CYMTAJL, YTO B CUJTY CBOETO BHICOKOTO paHIa
(nmneparopckux nporocnadapnes) mMocnegHIe, CKOpee BCEro, ObUIn
HOYETHBIMM WIEHAMM 9TOTO KOPITyCa TelOXpaHUTesIeil MMIIepaTopa
(Jordanov 2009, 135).

Kax BMayuM, MMEHHO B paHre MMIIEPATOPCKOTO IpoTocnadapus
Ha neqaTy v npenctaét JleB Mykar. Ho, 6e3yc/10BHO, IJTaBHHBII yIIOp
B JIeTeH/ie ObUI a[pecoBaH 3BaHMIO MAITIABUTA, IEMOHCTPUPOBABIIIe-
MY HeIllOCpeCTBEHHYI0 IPUOIVDKEHHOCTD 3aKa3uMKa IevaT K ocobe
UMIIepaTopa.

Kax HaMm mpepcTaBiseTcs, 3feCb MOXKHO BCIIOMHUTD €II€ OHY
nevaTb U3 Koutekuuu M.—JI. 3apHull, cOOCTBEHHIKOM KOTOPOI OB
Jles, émi TAG peydAng £tatpeiag (Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 176-177, # 4.3.9).
K coxaneHuto, MONMMBIOBYII He COfEPXUT POJOBOTO VIMEHM B/Iafie/Ib-
1a (ZaTMpoBaH U3maTe/sIMU BTOpON nonmoBuHON X B.). Kak usBect-
HO, JUI1 3TO Ilepyofia yKa3aHue POJOBOTO MMEHM Ha IIeYaTsX elé
He crtaso Tpaguuyer. Ho He MCK/IIO4EHO, 4YTO MbI BCE-TaKM MMeeM
JIeIo C IBYMs TUIIaMM IledaTeil Of{HOTO BJIaJieNblia, IIOCIel0BATENbHO
CMEHMBIIVX OVMH APYToil. VI mevyary, BO3MOXKHO, OTPa)KAIOT 9TAIIbI
CTy>KeOHOIT Kapbepsl nporocnadapus JIbBa, CHadaaa B CTOMNYHOM
3/IUTHOM Kopiryce Benmukoit atepun, a 3aTeM Ha IIOCTY — MaIllaBuTa —
oduiepa CTpaXXy TeTOXpaHNUTENIEN UMIIepaTopa.

B cBoé Bpemsa B. 3aitbT oTMeYasI, YTO CAHOBHMK, IIOMEIaBIINII
Ha CBOeJI IIeYaTy TePMMH €Tl TAG HeYAANG ETatpeiag, ABIAICA odulie-
POM-Te/IOXpaHUTENEM, HO OTHIONb He IJIABHBIM KOMaHJVPOM — 3Te-
pMapXoM M BBICKa3aJl MbBICIb O TOM, YTO MHOTVE MY>KYMHBI, KOTO-
PBIM YHABaJIOCh IOTYYUTb TaKOe MPVMBUIETMPOBAHHOE IIOJIOXKEHIE,
KaK VMIIEPATOPCKUII TeJIOXPaHUTENb, CTPEMWINCh OCTaBaTbCsA Ha
CBOEM MOCTYy Kak MOxHO posnblre (Seibt 1978, 212). B cBowo oue-
penp H. VikoHOMMAMC npepiaras IepeBof TepMuHa Tl TG HeyAAng
eTALPELAG, BO-TIEPBBIX, KaK «INMI[O, HeCyllee OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a
CTy>KeHue B Benukoil atepum», HO Takke OTMeYasl, YTO B 3TOM Ke
BBIPQKEHMM MOXKET YKa3bIBaTbCs U JIMIO0, YIACTBYIOLee B KOHKpeT-
Hoilt rpymne gomkHOCTHBIX i (Oikonomides 2001, 13). Hanpumep,
aHaJIOrMYHOM £l ToD XpuooTpLKAivov, YleHBl KOTOPOiL, 6yaydn mc-
K/IIOYMTEIBHO IpoTOCradapusaMy, UMeIN IpaBo Y4aCTBOBATh B M-
HepaTOPCKUX IpuéMax B HapagHoM 3aje (XpucoTpukinHe) 60/IbIIO-
ro KOHCTAQHTMHOIIONBCKOTO fiBopua. CreyeT Takke OTMETUTb, YTO



46 HIUKOJIAI A. AJIEKCEEHKO

cmy>k6a uMIIepaTopcKoit Benukoit aTepun, co BTOpoii IIOJIOBUHBL X B.
ABJIANACH OfHUM M3 Hambornee 60eCOCOOHBIX MOAIpa3fe/IeHnil BY-
3aHTUIICKOTO BOJICKa, KOTOpPbIe KOMIIJIEKTOBA/INCh HE TONIbKO M3 IIOf-
JIaHHBIX VIMIIEpUY, HO U U3 HaeMHMKOB-uHOCcTpaHIeB (Oikonomides
1972, 327-329).

B 3T0I1 CBA3M HAaIIOMHUM, YTO B OJHOM 13 KOMMEHTApHeB B OT-
HOIIIEHUN TIPeCTaBCKUX mevateii JIbba Mykara npod. V. Moppanos
OTMeYaJl, YTO «MOXKeT OBITb CTONUT 3aaThCsI BOIIPOCOM, MIMEET /I eT0
UM C/IaBsIHCKOe IpoucxoxzeHne» (Jordanov 2009, 138).

KaxeTcs, B onb3y He BU3AHTUIICKOTO MPOMCXOXKIEHUA MPOTO-
ciadapus JIbBa, €mi TNG HEYAANG eTALPEiaG MOXKET CBUIETEIbCTBO-
BaTb ¥ CQPArMCTUYECKUIT TUII ero Iedary. VIMeHHO u3obpakeHue
aHAJIOTMYHOI (PUTYPBI Laps 3Bepeil Mbl HAXOAVM Ha MOJIMBIOBY/IaX
YMHOBHVKOB BeOMCTBA €Ml TOV PapPdpwV, MHOTME M3 KOTOPBIX
caMl sIBJISULUCD, IOCTYNMBINMMM Ha CIy>XO0y BusanTum BapBapamu
(Oikonomides 2001, 20-25).

Bue BcAkoro comMmHeHMs, Bafienblia pacCMaTpUBaeMOr0 MOIUBJO-
By/Ia HEOOXOAVMO IPUYUCINTD K KaTerOPUM BbICOKOIIOCTAB/ICHHBIX
KOHCTaHTMHOIIOJIbCKMX BOEHHBIX. B HalleM ciydae, Hajjo II0/Iararh,
gro JleB MyKar MOT ObITh PYKOBOAMTE/IEM TeIOXpaHNUTENel NMIIepa-
TOpa 1 obecnedrBaT OXpaHy U 6€30MaCHOCTb BaCUIEBCA HE TOIBKO
IIPY IBOPLIOBBIX LIEPEMOHUAX, HO 1 IIPU COTIPOBOXKE€HNY BacueBca B
PasNMYHBIX BbIE3/IaX MM BOEHHbIX Kammanusx. [Ipod. V. Mopaanos
OpuIIEN K yOeXIeHNIo, YTO MHOXeCTBO Ievareli /IbBa Mykara cpe-
IV TIPeCTaBCKMX HAXOMOK yOemnTenbHOE I0KAa3aTeIbCTBO TOTO, UTO
OH, 06€3yCIIOBHO, ABJIA/ICA OFHNUM 13 YYaCTHUKOB M3BECTHOTO ITOXOZA
BecHOIT 971 I. B KayecTBe oduiiepa MM KOMaHANpa KOpITyca Mara-
BuTOB (Jordanov 2015, 226). ITo HameMy MHeHMIO, IIOCTeAHee Hoee
OYEBUHO: BPSAM /U NMPOCTON OpUIlep MOT OBITh YOCTOEH BBICOKOIA
YeCTH MOCBhIIAaTh CBOM JIENEINN B BU3AHTUIICKYIO CTaBKY, pa3MeCTHB-
IIYIOCA B OBIBIIEI 6OITapCKON CTOMMIIE.

B 3akioueHne OTMETUM, YTO KK/IbIIl HOBBIN BU3aHTUICKUI MO-
JIMBIIOBYJI, JOHOCA IO HAC, COIEP>KAlyIoCs B €ro JiereHje nHdopma-
LIMI0, BCAKMII pa3 HEM3MEHHO pacIlypsieT Halllil 3HaHUSA O COBpEMEH-
HOIT eMy 3II0Xe ¥ IIOPOJl OTKPBIBAeT HOBbIe HeM3BECTHbIE CTPAHNIIbI
ucropun. V1 6onrapckue 3eMin 3aech COBCEM He ABIIAIOTCA VICKITIOUe-
HIEM.

BBepienne B 060poT HOBOIT MHGOpPMALINU, HECOMHEHHO, HE MOXKET
He BbI3BaTb MHTEPEC He TOIbKO CO CTOPOHBI YUEHBIX, HO U IINPOKO-
O Kpyra JIIo01TeNell MCTOPUYecKoli Hayku. V 3To Hall BK/Iaf B IIPO-
nomkeHne Jlema Bcert )KM3HU HalIero Apyra u Komteru npod. VBana
Mopnanosa.

COKPAIIEHUA
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JIBa HOBM BU3aHTUNCKU
MOJIMBJIOBY/IA 32 OBATapcKaTa
chpaructnaHa 6asa JaHHA

Huxonann A. AJIEKCEEHKO

CpbupaHeTo 1 U3y4aBaHETO HA BU3AHTUIICKY ITedaTy 6e3 CbMHeHe
ca OT M3KIIOYNMTEeTHa BaKHOCT 3a Obnrapckara mcropus. Hapep ¢
TOBA, Te IPeJOCTABAT Bb3MOXKHOCT Jla pa3KpyeM HAKOM clelnpUIHN
acIIeKTV Ha BPB3KuTe Ha VIMIepusara, B HellHaTa IIAOCT I MHOTOO-
Opasue, ¢ nepudepusra.

CraruaATa mpefcTaBs /iBa BU3AHTUIICKYM MONUBJIOBY/IA, IIPOU3-
XOXKJamu ot bbarapus.

W mBaTa maTupar OT CpeHOBU3AHTUIICKUA nepuop. [IppBusaT ot
TAX € aHOHMMEH, ¢ MeTpudeH Hagnuc. Hama cpmMHeHnme, e 1o cBoute
CTUIUCTUYHY Oere3n TO3U MONMUBLOBYT TpsibBa ja ce gatupa B XI B.
Hpyruar nedat mpuHazaexu Ha JIbB Mykart, UMIepaTOpCKI IIPOTO-
crarapuit émi o0 payylapiov. Tosu MOMMBLOBY/I € TUIIOTOIMYECKN
613K IO TaMeTHUIM OT Kpas Ha X - Havamoto Ha XI B.

BbBexxiaHeTO Ha Te3M IeYaTy B HAyYHO oOpallleHre JOI'bBa I
yBe/In4aBa, O M3BeCTHA CTeIleH, HalllITe II03HaHNA 32 BU3aHTUIICKO-
TO MPUCHCTBUE B bb/rapusa u 3a KOHTaKTUTE HAa MECTHO HUBO.
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Deux nouveaux hyperpéres
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Dans une collection privée, a Genéve, nous avons rencontré deux mon-
naies dor byzantines, concaves, du regne de lempereur de Nicée Jean
IIT Doukas-Batatzes (1222-1254), contremarquées, au revers, de tétes
masculines gravées dans un style plutot fruste (figs. 1-2). Elles provi-
ennent de ventes aux enchéres (G&M 142 : 10/11-10-2005, # 3323 et
G&M 186 : 08/09-03-2010, # 2590) et leurs mesures sont, respective-
ment, de 4.16 g ; 23 mm, et de 4.01 g ; 25 mm.!

Le type monétaire des deux monnaies correspond a celui de la se-
conde série d’hyperpeéres émise par l'atelier de Magnésie, représentant,
alavers, le Christ bénissant assis sur un trone sans dossier, et, au revers,
la Vierge en pied couronnant lempereur, a gauche, en pied, de face, vétu
du léros, tenant le sceptre posé par terre, de la main droite, et 'akakia ou
le volumen dans la main gauche (DOC 4.2, pl. XXX, # 6-10).

D’aspect tout a fait régulier, les deux monnaies présentent aussi des
graffiti, une pratique quon constate déja sur des histaména de la fin
du Xe¢siécle mais surtout sur des hyperpéres et des trachéa délectrum
a partir du regne d’Alexis I* Comnéne (Gerasimov 1978 ; Nicolaou
1987 ; Owovopidov 1992 ; Mandic et al. 1994, 60, # 19-23, et 167-169
- tableaux de graftiti; ITévva, Tovpatooylov 2004, 387-389 - tableaux
de graffiti; Bendall 1988).2

Sur la premiere des monnaies en question (fig. 1, revers), au
contour irrégulier, les deux tétes sont contremarquées de poingons 1é-
gerement différents I'un de l'autre (voir p. ex. la position des yeux). Le
motif ainsi obtenu représente deux tétes masculines, portant mous-
tache et barbe courte, coiffées d'une couronne bordée de six grosses
perles et dotée de pendilia. La téte de droite est frappée au milieu de
lauréole qui entourait initialement la téte de la Vierge et elle est pla-
cée un peu plus haut que celle de gauche. Le regard ainsi que les tétes
des deux figures sont nettement tournés a gauche de lobservateur.
Entre les deux tétes et a droite dans le champ, les sigles, MPP - @[V].
Au droit, la trace des deux contremarques est bien visible. A droite
du Christ, trois (ou quatre ?) globules sont présentes, ce qui, avec le
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Fig. 1. Hyperpere contremarqué de Jean III Doukas-Batatzes
(1222-1254), imitation latine (1240-1261 ?), av/rv, coll. de
Geneve.

dessin du nimbe linéaire qui reste visible, pourrait indiquer qu’il s'agit
d’'une imitation latine du monnayage de Jean III Batatzés (Oberldnder-
Tarnoveanu 2000, 506-507).

Sur la seconde monnaie (fig. 2), le motif du Christ, au droit, est
nettement mieux conservé que sur la piece précédente, si ce nest qu’il
y a eu un glissement du coin lors de la frappe, avec un effet de tré-
flage. Aucune marque démission nest visible dans le champ, si ce nest
lombre du bouton du traversin du tréne. En revanche, le nimbe du
Christ est nettement pointillé, ce qui nous ameéne a considérer cette
monnaie comme une émission nicéenne. Au revers, seule la téte de
la Vierge est contremarquée d’'une téte masculine similaire aux deux
précédentes, mais regardant bien en face. Entre les deux tétes, le sigle
MFP. A droite, dans le champ, G[V] (a comparer avec DOC 4.2, pl.
XXX, # 7d.2) et traces de I'inscription dorigine.

Ainsi, trois poingons différents ont été utilisés pour la contre-
marque de ces deux piéces.

Inédits, ces deux spécimens ne manquent pas de soulever le doute,
compte tenu que, a Byzance, la contremarque des monnaies n'a pas
été pratiquée en dehors du VII® siecle et seulement sur des follis, des
monnaies en cuivre (DOC 2.1, 53-60). Toutefois, les deux monnaies
genevoises ne constituent pas un cas isolé ni inconnu.

En 1971, Todor Gerasimov publiait, pour la premiére fois, quatre
hyperpéres de Jean III Batatzés du méme type que ceux de Geneve,
contremarqués de tétes masculines barbues et couronnées semblables
a celles décrites ci-dessus (Gerasimov 1971). Trois dentre elles (fig. 3),
dont la localisation est inconnue a ce jour,’ appartenaient a la collec-
tion du médecin V. Haralanov, collectionneur bien connu, originaire
de Shumen. A Iépoque de la publication de l'article de Gerasimov, le
quatrieme hyperpére venait détre acquis par le Musée national d’ar-
chéologie de Sofia, ou il est toujours conservé sous le # 1510 (fig. 4).*
D’apres la description du numismate, un poingon différent a été utilisé
pour chacune de ces quatre monnaies. Ajoutons qu’ils sont aussi diffé-
rents des trois contremarques appliquées sur les hyperpéres genevois.

De provenance et de localisation apparemment inconnues,
Konstantin Dochev mentionne et illustre la photo d’une cinquiéme
monnaie semblable a ces quatre (Joues 2015, 75, pl. IX.7) (fig. 5).

En 2000, Ernest Oberldnder-Tarnoveanu, publiait un long article
consacré aux monnaies dor de Jean III Batatzeés provenant du trésor
d’Uzun Bair (Tulcea, Roumanie),dont il date lenfouissement entre
1300 et 1301 (Oberldnder-Tarnoveanu 2000, 501, note 9). Parmi ce lot
de monnaies, le numismate a identifié neuf hyperpéres contremarqués

Fig. 2. Hyperpere contremarqué de Jean III Doukas-Batatzes
(1222-1254), av/rv, coll. de Geneve.

*Nous tenons cette information de
Zhenya Zhekova, conservatrice au Musée
régional historique de Shumen, que nous
remercions de sa précieuse collaboration
également dans notre recherche biblio-
graphique sur le monnayage médiéval
bulgare.

* Nous remercions Hristo Popov, direc-
teur du Musée national d’archéologie de
Sofia, ainsi que Miroslava Dotkova, pour
avoir mis a notre disposition la photo de
cette monnaie et répondu a toutes nos
questions.
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Fig. 3. Hyperperes contremarqués de
Jean III Doukas-Batatzes (1222-1254),
av/rv, imitation latine, coll. Charalanov
(Gerasimov 1971, 114, figs. 1-3).

* Sans doute par une faute de frappe, a
la page 509, référence est faite au # 174
du catalogue au lieu du # 173.

¢ Nos remerciements pour les photos
de ces monnaies vont tout particuliére-
ment a Sorin-Cristian Ailincai, directeur
de I'Institutul de Cercetari Eco-Muzeale
«Gavrilda Simion» (ICEM) de Tulcea,
Roumanie, ol ces monnaies sont au-
jourd’hui conservées, ainsi qua Laurent
Chrzanovski, professeur a I'Ecole doc-
torale et postdoctorale de I'Université
« Lucian Blaga » de Sibiu, Roumanie.

7 Nous mavons pas pu avoir acces a
cette publication.

(Oberlénder-Tarnoveanu 2000, 509-510, 560-561, pl. XLII, # 165-168,
XLIII, # 169-172 et XLIV, # 173)° (figs. 6-11).° Cependant seulement
six dentre elles le sont de tétes masculines barbues, soit sur les deux
tétes du revers (# 167-169) soit sur la seule effigie de la Vierge (# 171-
173), caractéristique qui nous intéresse ici au premier chef. Sur les
trois autres hyperperes (pl. XLIL # 165-166 et XLIII, # 170), leffigie de
la Vierge nous semble reconnaissable. Oberldnder-Tarnoveanu signale
aussi une monnaie contremarquée supplémentaire de ce type, prove-
nant du trésor d’Isaccea (Iliescu 1975, 242-243, # 3, pl. I, # 3).” Selon
lui, sur la base de flans irréguliers et de marques démission a l'avers, la
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Fig. 4. Hyperpére contremarqué de Jean III Doukas-
Batatzes (1222-1254), av/rv, imitation latine, Musée national

diarchéologie, Sofia, # 1510. pl. IX.7).

monnaie d’Isaccea, cinq des neuf monnaies contremarquées d’'Uzun
Bair® et trois de celles publiées par Gerasimov (Gerasimov 1971, 114,
# 1-2, 4) seraient des perperi latini, des imitations des monnaies de
Jean III Doukas-Batatzes par les empereurs latins de Constantinople
(Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2000, 506-509, notes 78 et 79).°

En 2015, Dochev ([HoueB 2015) présentait deux monnaies de
Michel VIII Paléologue, dont le revers est entierement retravaillé, et
non seulement contremarqué.’” La premiere (fig. 12) provient d’'un
trésor du XIII¢/XIV® siecle trouvé a Dolishte, dans la région de Varna,
alors que la seconde (fig. 13), conservée aujourd’hui au Musée national
d’histoire, a Sofia (# 33533), provient trés probablement aussi d’un tré-
sor de la région de Shumen/Varna, au sud-est de la Bulgarie." Toutes
les deux sont du type de la série III des émissions de Michel VIII, qui
est datée d’apres lentrée de lempereur a Constantinople, en 1261, et
qui représente, a l'avers, la Vierge orante au milieu des murailles de
Constantinople, et, au revers, lempereur accompagné par saint Michel
et agenouillé devant le Christ (DOC 5.2, pl. 1-2).

Lavers de la monnaie du trésor de Dolishte est passablement usé,
alors que les tétes gravées au revers sont d’un style chargé, tres diffé-
rent de celui des tétes appliquées sur les monnaies de Jean III Batatzes.
Cependant, a l'avers de la seconde monnaie, qui présente aussi un effet
de tréflage, on voit bien au-dessous de la figure de la Vierge les sigles
K A", D’apres le tableau de sigles présents sur les monnaies de Michel
VIII dressé par S. Bendall (Bendall 1988, 18 ; sigle 69), cette monnaie
appartiendrait plus précisément a la série IITb des émissions de Michel
VIIL, sur lesquelles le Christ est représenté tenant les Evangiles a la
place du volumen. Cette monnaie serait donc légérement plus tardive
que la monnaie de Dolishte. En revanche, la similitude des tétes mas-
culines de cette seconde monnaie avec celles contremarquées sur les
monnaies de Batatzés nous amene, avec K. Docheyv, a la considérer
contemporaine de ces derniéres.

Outre le fait insolite du contremarquage de monnaies dor byzan-
tines, chacun des trois chercheurs mentionnés ci-dessus sest appliqué
a élucider et a interpréter lacte impie du martelage de la téte de la
Vierge par une téte laique.

Ainsi, T. Gerasimov inscrit ces contremarques dans un contexte de
revendications dynastiques qui auraient précédé et suivi le régne de Jean
III Batatzes (1222-1254). Sur cette base, il avance trois hypotheses:

1. les deux figures seraient celle, a gauche, de Constantin, fils de
Théodore I Laskaris, issu de son second mariage, avec, a droite, son

Fig. 5. Hyperpere contremarqué de Jean III Doukas-
Batatzes (1222-1254), av/rv, imitation latine (Toues 2015,

8 Lauteur sy référe par les marques

¢missions visibles sur les monnaies et
non pas par leur n°de photo, ce qui rend
difficile leur identification. Néanmoins,
nous Croyons avoir reconnu comme per-
peri latini les # 165, 166, 169, 170, 172 et
173. Les # 167, 168 et 171 sont des émis-
sions nicéennes.

® Sur la question des imitations latines,
voir aussi DOC 4.2, 655-697 et une syn-
thése de la question par Morrisson 2015,
52-53.

"“Nous tenons a exprimer toute notre
gratitude a Pantelis Charalampakis et a
Milena Raycheva pour nous avoir procu-
ré cet article et lavoir traduit pour nous
en grec.

""Nous  remercions  chaleureuse-
ment le professeur K. Dochev de nous
avoir transmis la photo de la monnaie
de Dolishte par lintermédiaire de M.
Dotkova, ainsi que la direction du Musée
national d’histoire et plus particuliére-
ment L. Georgieva pour la seconde pho-
to de Michel VIIL

2Les traces d'un A en haut a droite dans
le champ, indiqueraient, selon Docheyv,
lutilisation de deux coins ([Toyes 2015,
76).
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6 7
8 9
10 11

Figs. 6-11. Hyperpeéres contremarqués de Jean III Doukas- Batatzes (1222-1254), av/rv, imitations latines, trouvaille d’'Uzun Bair,
Tulcea (Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2000, pl. XLII, # 167-168 ; XLIIL, # 169, 171-172 ; XLIV, # 173).

Fig. 12. Hyperpere contremarqué de Michel VIII Fig. 13. Hyperpere contremarqué de Michel VIII
Paléologue (1259-1282), Constantinople, 1262-1281, av/ Paléologue (1259-1282), Constantinople, 1262-1281, av/rv,
rv, trésor de Kaleto. Musée national d’histoire, Sofia, # 33533.
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saint patron homonyme. Cette hypothése demeure néanmoins la plus
fragile des trois, ce prétendant nétant attesté que par les sources armé-
niennes ;

2. dans le but de brouiller ses intentions réelles a Iégard du jeune
Jean IV Laskaris, fils de Théodore II (1254-1258) et successeur légi-
time au trone impérial, Michel VIII Paléologue (1259-1282), son tu-
teur et co-empereur, aurait contremarqué a la hate des monnaies de
Batatzes par des eftigies représentant le jeune prince et lui-méme ;

3. des partisans de Jean IV Laskaris, cruellement écarté du pouvoir
par Michel VIII, en 1261, auraient contremarqué ces monnaies pour
faire figurer le jeune prince et son pére défunt, Théodore II.

De ces hypothéses, Oberlander-Tarnoveanu a retenu celle qui con-
cerne lidentification de Michel VIII Paléologue et celle qui reconnait
en la figure de droite — couronnée et inscrite dans l'auréole de la Vierge
- saint Constantin, a savoir, lempereur Constantin I élevé au rang de
saint. D’apres l'archéologue roumain, le sacrilége du martelage de la
téte de la Vierge ne pouvait en effet étre toléré que si celle-ci était rem-
placée par celle d’'un autre saint. Ainsi, le couple issu de la double con-
tremarque représenterait le fondateur de Constantinople qui couronne
le « Nouveau Constantin », d'apres le titre que Michel VIII sétait donné
lui-méme. Oberlander-Tarnoveanu voit dans le contremarquage de
ces monnaies une opération ponctuelle qui devait répondre au besoin
urgent de procurer le numéraire nécessaire pour les distributions pro-
tocolaires a loccasion de lentrée de Michel VIII Paléologue dans la
capitale historique de 'Empire, le 15 aotit 1261, apres 57 ans dexil a
Nicée. Il sagirait donc de Iémission d'un nombre restreint de pieces
commémoratives qui devaient servir jusqua lorganisation de latelier
monétaire dans Constantinople reconquise (Oberldnder-Tarnoveanu
2000, 510).

Bien que plausible dans son ensemble, 'hypothése d’'une « émis-
sion commémorative » hative ne permet pas dexpliquer la provenance
de ces monnaies d’une seule région géographique précise et restreinte,
asavoir la partie nord-orientale de la Bulgarie actuelle (Shumen/Varna,
dou proviennent trés probablement les quatre monnaies publiées par
Gerasimov) et le Sud-Est de la Roumanie (les six monnaies du trésor
de Uzun Bair, a Tulcea), régions qui aux XIII¢ et XIV* siecles apparte-
naient a 'Empire bulgare. Le hasard des découvertes archéologiques
peut naturellement aussi étre a lorigine de ces localisations limitées.

De son coté, sans pouvoir expliquer de maniére probante le sens
de ces contremarques, K. Dochev ([loueB 2015) nadopte pas l'idée
d’'une opération officielle, byzantine ou bulgare, surtout en raison du
sacrilege accompli a légard de la figure sainte de la Vierge. Il priv-
ilégie plutot une action protestataire privée, opérée sur le territoire de
IEmpire bulgare et motivée par le mécontentement des Bulgares en-
vers les agissements politiques de Michel VIII : la mise a Iécart du pou-
voir par assassinat du jeune Jean IV Laskaris, successeur légitime au
trone, fils d’'Hélene de Bulgarie et petit frere d'Tréne Laskarina, tsarine
de Bulgarie (1261/1262-1268) par son mariage avec Constantin Tikh
Asen (1257-1277). Et, surtout, sa politique unioniste des Eglises.
Dapreés Pachymere, Iréne navait de cesse d’inciter son mari a attaquer
Michel VIII (Pachymeére 1984, vol. 1, 191'5": 11.26). Autrement dit,
ces contremarques seraient une sorte de damnatio memoriae dirigée
contre lempereur byzantin.
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*Ce total ne prend pas en compte la
monnaie d’Isaccea (Iliescu 1975, # 3)
dont nous n'avons pas vu la photo, ni les
deux monnaies de Michel VIII qui sont
entierement retravaillées et pas seule-
ment contremarquées (Tableau # 16-17).

Cependant, dans cet ordre d’idées, lécrasement de la téte de la
Vierge ne demeure-t-il pas un geste impie bien plus grave que les des-
seins unionistes de Michel VIII ?

Ce qui nous semble certain, cest que les deux monnaies retravaillées de
Michel VIII présentées par Dochev (fig. 12-13), et surtout celle de la classe
ITIb, aux contremarques semblables a celles apposées sur les monnaies de
Jean III, rendent caduque linterprétation d'Oberlander-Tarnoveanu qui
y avait vu des frappes commémoratives a [occasion de lentrée de Michel
VIII a Constantinople, en 1261. Ces deux monnaies, quapparemment le
chercheur roumain ne connaissait pas, constituent en méme temps la date
post quem de lopération des contremarques, a savoir aprés 1261.

Considérant les différentes interprétations alléguées jusqu’ici,
nous avons essayé délargir lobservation et la réflexion autour de ce
petit corpus de 15 monnaies dor au total, y comprise celle présentée
aussi a la vente aux enchéres G&M 142 : 10/11-10-2005, sous le # de lot
3322, inédite et de localisation inconnue a ce jour. Dans le tableau ré-
capitulatif ci-dessous, les deux monnaies entiérement retravaillées de
Michel VIII trouvent leur place en tant que référence chronologique et
iconographique pour la datation des contremarques.

Pour commencer, il est intéressant de relever un point qui na pas
été pris en considération par les trois chercheurs précédents, a savoir
le nombre de poingons utilisés pour ces contremarques. Bien que sem-
blables, un examen attentif permet d’identifier non moins de dix-huit
poingons différents pour 23 tétes contremarquées sur quatorze mon-
naies étudiées ici.”” Un nombre élevé qui nous ameéne a penser que

« soit ces poingons ont été fabriqués en parallele dans des at-
eliers différents, qui suivaient, plus au moins fidelement, un
modele unique ;

o soit qu'un nombre élevé de monnaies a contremarquer a né-
cessité la fabrication successive de plusieurs poingons qui
séloignaient au fur et a mesure du modele dorigine.

La facture des poingons, la frappe ainsi que le relief de lempreinte
témoignent du travail, quoique maladroit, de connaisseurs du métier.
D’autre part, le recours au contremarquage — procédé plus économique
en termes de temps et de matériau par rapport a la fonte du métal dis-
ponible, a la fabrication de flans vierges et la fabrication de coins pour
les deux faces de la nouvelle monnaie, enfin a leur frappe (DOC 2.1,
57-58, ou l'auteur analyse les divers avantages que représente le recours
a la contremarque de monnaies) - suggere, que les monnaies en ques-
tion ont été retravaillées dans des circonstances d’urgence et/ou de
nécessité, ce qui pourrait expliquer la médiocre qualité de la gravure.

Une ceuvre de faussaires semble peu probable sinon exclue. Une
action protestataire par des groupes politiques privés, byzantins ou
bulgares, ainsi que T. Gerasimov et K. Dochev lont avancée, reste en-
visageable, bien quil soit difficile de comprendre I'intérét concret d’an-
nuler de précieuses monnaies dor. Pour rappel, ces types monétaires
circulaient encore au milieu du XIV® siécle, ce qui leur vaut détre citées
par le marchant florentin Francesco Pegolotti (Pegolotti 1936, 288). En
revanche, le fait qu'une partie de ces monnaies proviennent de fouilles,
voire d’un trésor — celui de Tulcea — contenant de monnaies de Jean III,
réguliéres ou des imitations latines, corrobore 'hypothese que ces contre-
marques émanent d’'une volonté officielle précise, comme la soutenu E.
Oberlander-Tarnoveanu. Cest dans cette direction que nous avons pré-
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Tableau récapitulatif

Coll. /Proven Type Autorité Loc. act. C/marques Réf. Bibl. Poingons
1. GeneYe, prive Jean LI },Ba.tatzes, Imit. latine Geneéve Emp. /Vierge inédit 2
Fig. 1 2¢ série
2 Gene\'fe, privé Jean III E}a‘tatzes, Err}p/. (1156 Geneéve Vierge inédit 1
Fig. 2 2°¢ série Nicée
3 Coll. Charalanov | Jean III Batatzes, Imit. latine inconnue Emp. /Vierge Gerasimov ]
: Fig. 3(1) 2¢ série : P-IVIETEE | 1971, fig. 1
4 Coll. Charalanov | Jean III Batatzes, Imit. latine inconmue Emp. /Vierge Gerasimov ]
: Fig. 3(2) 2¢ série : P-IVICTEC | 1971, fig. 2
5 Coll. Charalanov | Jean III Batatzeés, | Emp. de Nicée inconnue Emp. /Vierge Gerasimov ]
‘ Fig. 3(3) 2¢ série 3¢ phase? P IVICTEE | 1971, fig. 3
6 Sofia Jean III Batatzes, Imit. latine Musée nat. archéo. Vieroe Gerasimov 1
' Fig. 4 2¢ série : #1510 8 1971, fig. 4
Bulgarie Jean III Batatzés, L, . . Toues 2015, pl.
7. Fig. 5 2 série Emp. de Nicée inconnue Emp. /Vierge X7 2
Roumanie, Uzun . . N
. Jean III Batatzes, . . Roumanie, ICEM, . Ob. -Tar. 2000,
8. Bair L. Imit. latine Emp. /Vierge 1
. 2¢ série Tulcea #167
Fig. 6
Roumanie, Uzun R . . N
. Jean III Batatzés, | Emp. de Nicée | Roumanie, ICEM, . Ob. -Tar. 2000,
9. Bair L. Emp. /Vierge 1
. 2¢ série 3¢ phase Tulcea #168
Fig. 7
Roumanie, trésor . . .
10, Uzun Bair Jean III I/%a.tatzes, Imit. latine Roumanie, ICEM, Emp. /Vierge Ob. -Tar. 2000, )
. 2¢ série Tulcea #169
Fig. 8
Roumanie, tfesor Jean III Batatzés, | Emp. de Nicée | Roumanie, ICEM, . Ob. -Tar. 2000,
11. Uzun Bair L. Vierge 1
. 2¢ série 3¢ phase Tulcea #171
Fig. 9
12 Rou{; ir:;g:sor Jean III Batatzeés, Imit. latine Roumanie, Vieree Ob. -Tar. 2000, ]
’ ) 2°¢ série ’ ICEM, Tulcea 8 #172
Fig. 10
13 Rou[rjr; z:lrrlllr;;'resor Jean III Batatzes, Imit. latine Roumanie, Vierge Ob. -Tar. 2000, 1
’ . 2¢ série : ICEM, Tulcea 8 #173
Fig. 11
14. Boum’anle, Jean I I,Sa.tatzes, Imit. latine | pas d’information E'rnp. / Iliescu 1975, # 3 ?
Trésor d’Isaccea 2¢ série Vierge?
Suisse ?, Coll Jean III Batatzes Emp. de Inédit ; G&M
15. o ’ L. > Nicée, Suisse ? Emp. /Vierge ’ 2
privée 2¢ série 142, # 3322
3¢ phase
Bulgarie, trésor L L. Deux tétes
région Shumen/ | Michel VIII classe . Soﬁa', Muselze dhis- R.eivers en Ioues 2015, | semblables
16. Michel VIII toire national, tierement . ;o
Varna IIb -y figs. 10-11 aux précé-
. # 33533 retravaillé
Fig. 12 dentes
Bulgarie, trouv. . Varna, Revers en- Deux tétes
17. Dolishte Michel }]IIIH classe Michel VIII | Musée archéolo- tierement 'Hofli{e: ;091 > différentes
Fig. 13 gique retravaillé & des autres

!¢ Diapres les critéres d'Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2000, 517. Idem pour le # 7.
17 Oberlander-Tarnoveanu 2000, 513. Idem pour les # 9, 11, 15.
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“DOC 4.2, 641 et pl. XLVII, # 1.
Trouvée a Prilep, en 1934, cette monnaie
- dont lauthenticité est contestée par une
minorité de spécialistes — est conservée
aujourd’hui au Musée national darchéo-
logie de 'Académie des sciences bulgare,
a Sofia, sous le # d’inventaire 679. Il sagit
d’une perpera de 16 carats dor. Ce serait
aussi la seule monnaie dor frappée par
un souverain slave au XIII¢ siécle. Suivant
le modele byzantin, le droit représente le
Christ Pantocratdr, alors quau revers,
Ivan Asen II en pied se fait couronner
par saint Démetrios. Le doute qui pese
sur lauthenticité de cette piéce, frappée
trés probablement a Thessalonique, ré-
side dans le double geste du saint qui de
la main droite couronne le tsar et de la
gauche lui tend une épée. Nous devons la
photo et les coordonnées de cette mon-
naie a la collégialité de la direction du
Musée national darchéologie de Sofia
ainsi que de M. Dotkova.

* Sur limportance du monnayage
d’Ivan Asen II pour le renouveau de
IEmpire bulgare et la consolidation de
son autorité politique, voir JKekosa
2019, 73-74.

' Un bel exemplaire de cette émission
fait partie des collections numisma-
tiques du Musée historique régional de
Shumen, sous le # d’inventaire 15398.
Nous tenons cette information ainsi que
la photo a la précieuse collaboration de
Zhenya Zhekova, que nous remercions
chaleureusement.

féré mener une investigation en mettant a profit la lumiére apportée par
la seconde monnaie retravaillée de Michel VIII (fig. 13), et en estimant,
comme K. Dochev, que la provenance exclusive de ces monnaies du ter-
ritoire historique bulgare indique une opération locale bulgare.

Ainsi il convient de remarquer que sur les hyperperes étudiés ici, y
comprise cette derniére, le motif obtenu apres contremarquage est ce-
lui de deux figures masculines entieres en pied, barbues et coiffés de la
couronne impériale. Cela montre — croyons-nous - I'intention soit de
reproduire le type d'une monnaie byzantine en or d’'un regne conjoint,
sans doute contemporaine, soit de créer ce type monétaire précis a des
fins qui restent a élucider.

Or, a [époque ou nous datons ces contremarques, a savoir apres
1261 et avant la fin du siécle, I'iconographie du revers des hyperperes
byzantins présente d'abord Michel VIII accompagné de saint Michel,
agenouillé devant le Christ qui le bénit (DOC 5.2, pl. 1-2), puis lem-
pereur Andronic II (1282-1328) en proskynése devant le Christ
(DOC 5.2, pl. 14) ou se faisant couronner par le Christ avec son fils
Michel IX (DOC 5.2, pl. 15-30). Ce nest que le basilikon dAndronic
IT - néanmoins monnaie dargent plate frappée un peu avant 1304 -
qui présente, au revers, deux empereurs en pied et, au droit, le Christ
Pantocratér (DOC 5.2, pl. 31-32).

Lhypothese de la reproduction dune monnaie dor byzantine
contemporaine pouvant étre écartée, reste a examiner celle de I'intention
de créer un type monétaire en or dans le but d'illustrer un régne conjoint.

Il faut savoir que, a ce jour, on connait une seule monnaie bulgare en
or (fig. 14) — aussi la seule a avoir été frappée dans les Balkans -, émise
au nom d’Ivan Asen II (1218-1241)." Par ailleurs, le monnayage de ce-
lui-ci est le premier connu du Second Empire bulgare (1186-1396)."

Rappelons aussi que le territoire qui correspond aux lieux de trou-
vaille des monnaies en question dont on connait la provenance (Isaccea,
Tulcea, région de Varna/Shumen) est, en partie, celui qui, surtout dans
la seconde moitié du XIII* siecle, fut la scene de théatre des confron-
tations militaires a répétition entre les Bulgares, les Byzantins et les
Tatares de la Horde d’Or, voire de la révolte d’Ivajlo en 1277-1279.

Enfin, de cette période d’instabilité politique pour lempire bulgare
— aggravée par des attaques des Tatares de la Horde d’Or et le controle
croissant de la région au sud du Danube par leur chef Nogai, allié¢ de
lempereur byzantin — nous connaissons deux régnes conjoints : celui
de Constantin Tikh Asen (1257-1277) avec son tres jeune fils Michel,
issu de son mariage avec Maria Kantakouzené Paléologina, et celui de
Georges I Terter (1280-1291) avec son fils Théodore Svetoslav. Ce
dernier réegne fut méme reconnu par lémission d’'un trachy de billon
concave représentant au droit le Christ Pantocrator et au revers deux
empereurs en pied (fig. 15), a savoir le type recherché - selon notre
hypothése - par les monnaies contremarquées que nous étudions'®.

Par ailleurs, ce type monétaire est le seul émis par Georges I
Terter qui nous soit parvenu (Joues 2009, 97-98). La date de sa frappe,
comme dailleurs celle du couronnement de Svetoslav, nest pas connue,
mais se situe sans doute aprés 1284, lorsque ce dernier rentra de Nicée,
ou il était tenu en otage avec sa meére par les Byzantins depuis I'ascen-
sion au trone de son pere, en 1280. Rappelons que Georges I fut porté
au pouvoir grace au soutien de ses confréres les Boyards, qui lont pré-
féré a Ivan Asen III, fils de Mitzo Asen (1256-1257), que Michel VIII
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Fig. 14. Perpera d’Ivan Asen II, Thessalonique (1218-1241), Fig. 15. Trachy de billon de Georges I Terter, Tarnovo (1280-
av/rv, Musée national d’archéologie, Sofia, # 679. 1291), av/rv, Musée historique régional de Shumen, # 15398.

tentait a installer sur le trone de Bulgarie apres la défaite du redoutable
rebelle Ivajlo (le Kordokoubas ou Lachanas des Byzantins), en 1279
(Pachymere 1984, vol. 2, 567'*2': VL.8).

Les hyperpéres contremarqués pourraient-ils alors étre des « émis-
sions » commémoratives de prestige a loccasion du couronnement de
Théodore Svetoslav a son retour de Nicée ? Un retour que Terter pou-
vait espérer prometteur pour la stabilité de son regne et pour l'avenir
de sa dynastie, a un moment ol son empire était réduit a la seule partie
orientale du pays alors que les provinces concurrentes de Vidin et de
Branicevo, a louest, jouissaient du soutien du prince Nogai, devenu le
modérateur incontournable des affaires politiques au sud du Danube.
Lannée suivante, en 1285 ou 1286, Svetoslav fut envoyé a nouveau en
otage, cette fois a la cour du chef moghol (Pachymere 1984, vol. 2,
569 : V1.8), ce qui sonna définitivement le glas de la souveraineté de
lempereur bulgare et signifia la reconnaissance de son statut de vassal
du khanat de la Horde dor (Fine 1996, 225).

Pour ce qu’il sagit du régne conjoint de Constantin Tikh Asen
avec son fils Michel, aucun des six types monétaires connus émis par
Constantin ne représente le jeune prince en tant que co-empereur
(DOC 4.2, 646-647 et pl. XLVIII ; Joues 2009, 60-84). Néanmoins,
I'hypothese que ces contremarques émanent de la période de ce regne
et plus précisément entre 1275 (date présumée du couronnement du
jeune prince) et 1279, mérite détre aussi examinée.

Il sagit en effet dela période ot entre en scene dans la gestion des af-
faires de I'Etat la troisiéme épouse de Constantin, Maria Kantakouzene
Paléologina, niéce de Michel VIII par sa sceur Irene-Eulogie et veuve
du grand-domestique Alexis Philes. Dans ses Relations Historiques,
Pachymere brosse le portrait d'une princesse hostile a son oncle a
cause de sa politique religieuse unioniste, - comme l'avait été avant elle
la deuxiéme épouse de Constantin, Iréne, sceur du malheureux Jean
IV Laskaris — mais aussi d'une impératrice ambitieuse, ayant le sens
de ses intéréts politiques et dynastiques et la détermination nécessaire
pour les revendiquer (Pachymere 1984, vol. 4, 434*% : X1.13).

Selon Pachymere, lorsque lempereur bulgare Mytzeés (Mitzo Asen,
1257-1258) fut déposé du trone par Constantin Tikh et chassé défi-
nitivement du territoire bulgare, il demanda l'asile a Constantinople
aupres de Michel VIII en lui cédant, en contrepartie, la prospeére ré-
gion de Mesembria et Anchialos. Constantin Tikh, quant a lui, apres
avoir échoué, en 1264, et malgré l'aide décisive des Moghols, de recon-
quérir ces territoires, il les demanda a Michel VIII comme partie de
la dot de son épouse, Maria Kantakouzéné Paléologina. Sans refuser
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"Nous tenons a remercier pour
leurs encouragements et les fructueux
échanges que nous avons eus avec eux
Cécile Morrisson, Eleni Lianta, Nikolay
Kanev, ainsi que mes collegues Matteo
Campagnolo et Gilles Perret.

ouvertement de les céder, lempereur byzantin posa comme condition
qu’un fils soit né a Constantin de Marie — qui aurait donc du sang grec
- ce qui justifierait sa domination sur une région a une forte popula-
tion grecque. A la naissance de Michel Asen vers 1272, lempereur ne
se sentit pas obligé d’honorer ses promesses, ce qui attisa les tensions
existantes et surtout I'hostilité de Marie envers son oncle : comme Iréne
avant elle, celle-ci navait de cesse dexhorter son mari a attaquer lempe-
reur. Un accident a cheval survenu en 1264 déja, usait progressivement
les forces de Constantin laissant a Marie — dont I'ingérence aux affaires
d’Etat ne passait pas inapergue a lextérieur ni faisait 'unanimité aupres
des Boyards - le champ libre pour défendre les droits dynastiques de
son fils couronné co-empereur vers 1275, et, partant, les siens.

Mue par ce souci, Marie n’hésita pas, du vivant de Constantin, a
faire assassiner, par ruse, le despote Jakov Svetoslav, maitre de Vidin,
le considérant dangereux pour l'avenir politique du jeune Michel Asen
(Pachymere 1984, vol. 2 : V1.2). Elle alla méme jusqu’a épouser le re-
belle Ivajlo (Lachanas), ce barbare, assassin de son mari, et a lui offrir
le trone de lempire, en 1278. Un acte jugé une « faute indigne... qui
déshonorait ainsi sa race et ruinait le pouvoir en le remettant entre les
mains dun homme de rien... » (Pachymere 1984, vol. 2, 561-563 : V1.7).

Dans un tel contexte de tensions multiples, voire de crise, entre 1277,
date de la mort de Constantin, et 1279, date de la défaite de Ivajlo et de la
mise en prison de Marie et de son fils par lempereur byzantin, l'initiative
de contremarquer des hyperperes byzantins a leffigie de deux empereurs,
pour évoquer le régne conjoint de Constantin et Michel (ou Ivajilo et
Michel ?), pourrait émaner des velléités politiques de la tsarine Marie qui
cherchait désespérément la légitimation de ses revendications politiques
et dynastiques pour elle et pour le jeune Michel. Un acte et un message
politique fort, et nécessaire, a I'intention autant de ses soutiens que de ses
adversaires, vu que, comme relevé plus haut, le jeune co-empereur navait
pas trouvé place sur le monnayage pourtant varié de son peére.

Nous ne saurions prétendre avoir résolu définitivement Iénigme de ces
contremarques, pour le moins intrigantes, néanmoins nous pensons avoir
proposé une piste qui peut mener a des plus amples recherches, que le sujet
mérite"”. Le corpus que constituent ces monnaies pourra sans doute étre
augmenté par des découvertes nouvelles sur le terrain, dans les Musées ou
chez des particuliers, qui permettront détayer notre these ou délucider les
circonstances qui ont dicté le recours a une solution, celle du contremar-
quage de monnaies dor, qui semble a la fois extréme et marginale.

ABREVIATIONS

DOC 2 : P. Grierson. Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton Oaks
Collection and in the Whittemore Collection. 2. Phocas to Theophile (602-717).
Part 2. Phocas to Heraclius (602-641). Washington, D.C. 1968.

DOC 4 : M. E. Hendy. Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton Oaks
Collection and in the Whittemore Collection. 4. Alexius I to Michael VIII, 1081-
1261. Part 1. Alexius I to Alexius V (1081-1204). Part 2. The Emperors of Nicaea and
Their Contemporaries (1204-1261). Washington, D.C. 1999.

DOC 5 : P. Grierson, Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton Oaks
Collection and in the Whittemore Collection. 5. Michael VIII to Constantine XI,
1258-1453. Part 1. Introduction, Appendices and Bibliography / Part 2. Catalogue,
Concordances and Indexes Washington, D.C. 1999.

ICEM : Institutul de Cercetéri Eco-Muzeale «Gavrila Simion» (Institut de Recherche
Eco-Muséologique de Tulcea).



60

MARIA CAMPAGNOLO-POTHITOU

BIBLIOGRAPHIE

Bendall 1988 : S. Bendall. A private
collection of Palaeologan coins. s.l.
1988.

Iloues 2009 : K. [Toues. Karanmor Ha
6brapcKnTe CpeHOBEKOBHI MOHETH
XIII-XIV Bek. Tumose, BapuanTn,
nenu. Benmko Tvproso 2009.

Houes 2013 : K. [loues. BropuuHo
ZopaboTeHN 37IaTHN HepIepy Ha
BM3AHTUICKNUA VMIIepaTop Muxanu
VIII ITaneonor (1258-1282). -
Apxeonorus 54.2, 2013, 93-99.

Houes 2015 : K. [Joues. Hos Bapuant
BTOPUYHO I0paboTeHa 3/1aTHA

nepriepa Ha BU3AHTUIICKIS MMIIEpaTop
Muxaun VIII ITaneonor (1259-

1282). - Hymusmaruka, cparucruxa un
enurpaduka 11, 2015, 73-81.

Kexosa 2019: K. JKekosa.
MouneToceyeHeTO Ha IbPBUTE
AceHeBIM — aKT Ha HEOOXOIMMOCT
VIN IpoTIaraHja Ha ujen. — Dans

: Iap VBan Acen II (1218-1241).
C6opuuk 1mo 800-roguIIHNHATA OT
HEroBOTO BB3ILIECTBME Ha O'BIrapCKus
npecton. [Inosgus 2019, 65-77.

Fine 1996 : J.V.A. Fine, Jr. The Late
Medieval Balkans. A Critical Survey
from the Late Twelfth Century to the
Ottoman Conquest. Ann Arbor 1996.

Gerasimov 1971 : T. Gerasimov.
Hyperpeéres de Jean III Vatatzes, a tétes

surfrappées. — Etudes balkaniques 3
1971, 113-117.

Gerasimov 1978 : T. Gerasimov.
Byzantinische Goldmiinzen mit
Graphiten. — Byzantinobulgarica 5,
1978, 123-146.

Iliescu 1975 : O. Iliescu. Tezaurul de
perperi bizantini de la Isaccea. - Studii
si Cercetari Numismatice 16 1975,
239-243.

Mandic et al. 1994 : L. Mandic, J.
Ananijev, C. Morrisson. Un trésor
d’hyperperes du XIII* siecle trouvé a
Canakli prés de Strumica (Macédoine
orientale). - Revue numismatique 36,
1994, 155-169.

Morrisson 1996 : C. Morrisson. Les
noms de monnaies des Paléologues.

- Dans : W. Seibt (ed.). Geschichte
und Kultur des Palaeologenzeit. Wien
1996, 151-162.

Morrisson et al. 2015 : C. Morrisson,
G.-D. Schaaf, J.-M, Spieser. Byzance et
sa monnaie (IV® - XV¢siécles). Précis
de numismatique byzantine par Cécile
Morrisson, suivi du catalogue de la
collection Lampart par Georg-D.
Schaaf. Paris, 2015.

Nicolaou 1987 : 1. Nicolaou. The
Ayios Panteleimon of Akhera hoard
of Byzantine electrum scyphate coins.
- Dans : Report of the Department of
Antiquities of Cyprus 1987. Nicosia
1987, 280-317.

Oberlinder-Tarnoveanu 2000:

E. Oberlander-Tarnoveanu. Les
Hyperpéres de type Jean III Vatatzes-
Classification, chronologie et évolu-
tion du titre (2 la lumiére du trésor
d’Uzun Bair, dép. de Tulcea). - Dans :
Istro-Pontica, Muzuel tulcean la a 50-a
aniversare. Tulcea 2000, 499-561.

Pachymére 1984 : A. Failler, V. Laurent
(ed.). Georges Pachymeére, Relations
Historiques. Paris 1984.

Pegolotti 1936 : A. Evans (ed.).
Fr. Balducci Pegolotti, La pratica
della mercatura. Cambridge -
Massachussets 1936.

Ouwovouidov 1992 : M. Owkovopidov.
ONnoavpOG «XPLOWY VOULOUATWY ATO
v Xpvor Edéoong, 10° awwvag. -
Dans : Evgpoovvov. Agiépwpa 6Tov
Mavoln Xatl{ndaxn. ABfva 1992,
4355-4440.

IIévva, Tovpdrooylov 2004 : B. [Tévva,
L. Tovpdtooylov. O «Onoavpoe»
ITaAioBeordyov MePoiac/1988.
SopBoln ot pelétn TG KukAoopiag
XPLOWYV VITEPTIVPWY TNG SuvaoTeiag
Twv Kopvnvav otov EAAadiko xwpo.
- OBoAdg 7 (Coins in the Thessalian
region), 2004, 365-408.

LISTE DES VENTES

G&M : Gorny & Mosch Giessener
Miinzhandlung GmbH



DEUX NOUVEAUX HYPERPERES CONTREMARQUES DE JEAN III... 61

[IBe HOBM KOHTpaMapKUpaHU
neprepu Ha Voan I11
Hyka-Batanu (1222-1254 1.).
OTHOBO KbM BBIPOCA

Mapns KAMITAHBOJIO-IIOTUTY

OTkpuBaHeTO B YacTHa Ko/mekuusA B JKeHeBa Ha /iBe HellyOIMKyBaHU
Ieprepu Ha Voan IIT Hyka-Baramu (1222-1254 r.) gaie Bb3MOXKHOCT
Ha aBTOpa Ja ce BbpHe KbM €[QUH CTap, MHTpuUrysaul BbiIpoc. C
Te3! [jBe MOHeT) Bede pasIlosaraMe ¢ MaTbK KOPITyC OT IeTHajeceT
mepriepu OT TMHA ,,boropopniia, KopoHscBaia uMIepaTopa’, KOUTo
uMar ocobeHOCTTa fja ObHAaT KOHTpaMapKuMpaHM Ha oOpaTHaTa
CTpaHa OT efHa WM JBe MBXXKU IJIaBU, IIOCTAaBEHM BBPXY ITIaBUTE
Ha bBoropopmmna u/mnm umneparopa, B jocra rpy6 crun. Tesu
MOHEeTH IIPOU3XOXKIAT ITITAaBHO OT Pa3KOIK!M M MOHETHU CBKpPOBMIIa,
HaMepeHNM Ha TepUTOopuATa Ha ucropmdecka bomrapma (Tymua,
Pymbuns; obmactu Illymen m Baphua, Bwarapms). Pegmua yuenn
kato T. Iepacumos (1971 r.), E. O6epnenpep-Tuproseany (2000 r.),
n Hanocnenbk K. JJoueB (2015 1.), ce ommrTBar jga pasbepar u
U3TBIKYBAT HEYECTVBI XKeCT, KOJTO MPeACcTaB/ABa IIOBPEXAAHETO
Ha IVIaBaTa Ha [[eBaTa OT MBKKa I7IaBa C MMIIEPATOPCKM aTpulOyTu.
Te msnarar xmunoresn, cebp3anu ¢ Muxaun VIII Ilaneonor u mo-
CTIeLfaJTHO HeroBaTa CIOpPHA JMHACTUYHA U PEMUTMO3HA ITOMNTHKA.
Bb3 ocHOBa Ha jBe m3LsI0 mpepaboTeHn MoHeTy Ha Muxamn VIII
cMsATaMe, 4e MOXKeM Jila TBBPAVM, Ye Te3U KOHTPaMapKU I10-CKOPO ce
BITMCBAT B PAMKITE Ha O'BITapCKITE AMHACTUYECK TIPETEHIUY [IPe3
nocnenHara TpetrHa Ha XIII Bek (1275-1285 r.).
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Approximately 30 seals of the collection
have been published by Robert Feind in
his introductory volume on Byzantine
Sigillography, for which see Feind 2011.
For an overview of the collection and the
edition of another 10 seals, see Catalano
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work with his collection with the objec-
tive of its comprehensive publication.
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Yordanova 2020. On the digital publi-
cation of the Robert Feind Collection,
and especially on the application of
Reflectance Transformation Imaging
(RTI), an imaging technology which en-
hances the reading of legends of badly
damaged seals, see Catalano et al. 2021,
298-304 and Catalano 2022.
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The collection of Robert Feind in Cologne is one of the major private
collections of Byzantine seals in Germany. With more than 1,700 speci-
mens, the collection includes a broad spectrum of seals of primary
importance to historical research. Despite its value, the collection has
not yet benefitted from a scholarly publication and the greatest part of
it is still unstudied.! It is only in the framework of the bi-national pro-
ject “Unlocking the Hidden Value of Seals: New Methodologies for
Historical Research in Byzantine Studies” funded by the DFG (Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft) and ANR (Agence Nationale de la Recherche)
that the collection has received proper sigillographic attention for the
first time. For the treatment, presentation, and publication of the seals we
will exploit the possibilities offered by a digital environment. The Robert
Feind Collection will thus be one of the first pilot sigillographic corpora to
be digitally published using SigiDoc, an XML-based and TEI-compliant
encoding standard optimised for the digital edition of seals currently be-
ing developed by a research team based at the CNRS, UMR 8167 Orient
et Méditerranée (équipe Monde byzantin, Paris) and the Department of
Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies of the University of Cologne.

In this paper we publish 12 seals from the Robert Feind Collection
that are parallels to seals which have been previously published by Ivan
Jordanov from various public and private collections in Bulgaria. Given
the fact that some seals of the Robert Feind Collection are in quite a poor
state of preservation and that they could hardly have been read without
their parallels from Bulgaria, we have decided on this topic in order to
express our gratitude to, and deep recognition of, our esteemed and
highly appreciated colleague. The publishing history of the seals, how-
ever, has gone on, and our descriptions of the seals go beyond Jordanov
insofar as they include newly available information: some specimens
have recently been edited in collection catalogues and databases that
were unknown to scholars before, new seals have cropped up in auc-
tion catalogues, and others have been studied in historical research and
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included in the relevant publications and prosopographies. All of this
information is included in the catalogue that follows. It allows for the
differentiation of boulloteria, helps to propose new identifications of
the owners of the seals, and contributes to a better understanding of
the relevant sigillographic material. The digital publication of the seals
which will take place in the next step will finally confer all the advan-
tages of a broader online dissemination: it will not only reach and be
beneficial to specialists in the field of Byzantine Sigillography, but it will
also be more easily available to scholars from neighbouring disciplines,
to students as well as to the interested public.’

1. Seal of Constantine Komnenos

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-7.

D:27x31 mm. W: 15.9 gr.

Description: green-brown patina; strongly corroded on both
sides; channel broken on the obverse in the middle; hole.
Date: 12% c., second half. Unpublished.

/I: (1) H. Zaprianov Collection, Bulgaria, s.n.; (2) D. Theodoridis
Collection, Munich, Germany, # 1165; (3) Lanz 154: 11-12.6.2012,
# 617; (4) Istanbul, Archaeological Museum, # 1255; (5) Vatican
Museums, s.n.; (6) G&M 208: 16-17.10.2012, # 2543. (4)-(6) are from
a different boulloterion.

Ed. of //: (1) Viopnanos, Anamxos 1991, 46-47, # 5 (= SBS 3, 1993,
157, # 5); Jordanov 2006, 224-226, # 344; Jordanov 2008, 94-95, # 10;
Jordanov 2009, 635, # 1937; (2) Cheynet, Theodoridis 2010, 72, # 60;
(4) Ebersolt 1914, 215, # 167; (4) and (5) mentioned by Laurent 1932,
393-394, # 348. Further references: Feind 2013, 57, # 1509; Wassiliou-
Seibt 2015, 336-337, # 2075.

Fig. 1. Robert Feind Collection, SB-7. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, a standing military saint; neither spear nor shield are
visible anymore. An identification with Saint Theodore is possible
only through the parallels.

On the reverse, legend of five lines preceded by a cross on a separate line.

+|CKEMOIC|..MAPTVC|..MNHNON|..NCTAN|TINON
Yxénoig [pne] naptog [Ko]uvnvov [KoJvotavtivov

Yiémoig pe paptug || Kopvnvov Kovetavtivov.
Martyr, may you protect me, Constantine Komnenos.

The legend of the reverse is metrical and consists of a dodecasyllable
with a caesura after the fifth syllable. The dating of the seal to the sec-
ond half of the 12" century is the only useful clue for trying to identify

? Jeffreys 2009, 17-23 identifies a num-
ber of problems that historians face when
using sigillographic data. Current digital
projects like the one funded by DFG and
ANR are trying to remedy these difficul-
ties. On the topic of the accessibility of
Byzantine seals (among other primary
sources) and of the information they
convey, see Filosa et al. 2022.
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* On his genealogy see a seal published
in Zacos, Veglery 1972, 1524-1526, #
2725 (commentary with stemma). See
also Wassiliou-Seibt 2015, 686, # 2830;
Tanpposckas 2001, 473-474.

> On his seals with the titles sebastosand
megas droungarios see: (1) Mordtmann
Collection, published in Mordtmann
1881, 46, # Z'; Schlumberger 1884,
641, # 10; (2) three specimens in DO:
BZS.1958.106.2584; BZS.1951.31.5.1254;
BZS.1958.106.5424, published in DO
Online: www.doaks.org/resources/seals/
byzantine-seals/BZS.1958.106.2584;
www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzan-
tine-seals/BZS.1951.31.5.1254; WWW.
doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-
seals/BZS.1958.106.5424  (see  also
Zacos, Veglery 1972, 1507-1508, #
2716a [G. Zacos Collection, # 5049];
Jordanov 2006, 225; Laurent 1981, 471,
# 895); (3) BnF Zacos, # 5320 (former G.
Zacos Collection) published in Zacos,
Veglery 1972, 1507-1508, # 2716b. On his
seals with the title sebastos only see: (1)
D. Theodoridis Collection, # 983, pub-
lished in Cheynet, Theodoridis 2010, 71,
# 59; (2) Athens, Numismatic Museum,
# 498, published in KoAtoida-Makpn
1996, 29, # 12; (3) DO BZS.1955.1.2981,
see Jordanov 2006, 225; DO Online:
www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzan-
tine-seals/BZS.1955.1.2981.

¢ PBW Konstantinos 20496. See seals:
(1) DO BZS.1958.106.5591, see Jordanov
2006, 225 (citing wrong inventory num-
ber DO 58.106.5691) and in DO Online:
www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzan-
tine-seals/BZS.1958.106.5591; (2) Rauch
(Mail Bid Sale) 10: 02.03.2006, # 953 (=
SBS 10, 2010, 191, # 953); (3) a specimen
from Turin referred in Froehner 1884,
335-336, # 124 and Laurent 1933, 85, #
442. Furthermore, see Wassiliou-Seibt
2015, 685, # 2829.

our Constantine Komnenos (PBW Konstantinos 20494), who other-
wise provides no other information besides his name.

Based on data provided by written sources, especially deeds and
documents, Jordanov singled out four persons named Constantine
Komnenos for the period between the late 11" and 12 centuries. He
also listed a number of seals bearing this name and linked some of
them to the previously identified persons due to the titles given in the
legend, remarking that for seals with no additional information the
issuer cannot be determined with certainty (Jordanov 2006, 225-226).
J.-C. Cheynet and D. Theodoridis also pointed out the lack of addi-
tional information in the inscription of our seal type and thus the diffi-
culty of pinpointing the owner, but do not rule out an identity with the
sebastos Constantine Komnenos (PBW Konstantinos 20318; Bap{og
1984, Vol. 2, 44, # 101),* son of Stephanos Komnenos (PBW Stephanos
20191; Baplog 1984, Vol. 1, 288-291, # 57), the megas drungarios and
pansebastos, and grandson of Constantine (PBW Konstantinos 131
and 20495; Bap(og 1984, Vol. 1, 157-159, # 27), son of a sebastokrator
(Cheynet, Theodoridis 2010, 72).

While the data on the sebastos Constantine Komnenos are scarce,
his grandfather is often attested in the sources: he was a son of the se-
bastokrator Isaac Komnenos (brother of emperor Alexios I), held the
office of doux of Berroia in 1107 and attended the council of 1143 as
megas drungarios, a title also found on his seals.

In another seal type dated to the second half of the 12™ century, the
obverse shows Saint Theodore while on the reverse the issuer intro-
duces himself as Constantine Komnenos sebastos.® A connection with
the issuer of our seal cannot be ruled out.

2. Seal of Romanos, anthypatos, patrikios, and strategos
of Macedonia

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-15.

D: 25 mm. W: 8.3 gr.

Description: dark green patina, struck off-centre. Date: 10" c.
Unpublished.

/I: (1)-(3) Shumen, Regional Historical Museum, # 14824/1, 14824/2,
and14730/5 (former N. Nikolov Collection, Bulgaria); (4) V. Panteleev
Collection, Bulgaria.

Ed. of //: (1)-(3) Jordanov, Zhekova 2007, 116-117, # 303-305; (1)-(4)
Jordanov 2003, 115, # 46.11; Jordanov 2009, 451, # 1329-1332.

Fig. 2. Robert Feind Collection, SB-15. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, standing figure of Saint Theodore, holding a spear in
his right hand and resting his left hand on his shield. Sigla on either
side: O|A|T,-©|E|O|A|P - O é(y106) Oc68(w)p(05). Along the circum-
ference in the field, a circular inscription most probably beginning
with a cross. Border of dots.
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.KEROHOITWCWAOVAWL
[+] K(Opr)e BonOt 1 66 Sovhm

On the reverse, legend of five lines, probably beginning with a cross,
preceded and followed by a decoration consisting of a cross of pellets
set between two dots. Border of dots.

-+ - |.POMA|NOCAN®O'V|'MATPIK'S|. TPATII ,M|AKEAON] - -+ -
[+] Popovog avBom(atog) moatpik(iog) (kai) [o]tpatiy(0g)
Maoakedov(iag)

Kopte ponor 1@ o@®d do00A®. Popavog avOdmatog matpixiog kol
otpatlydg Makedoviag.

Lord, aid your servant Romanos, anthypatos, patrikios, and strategos
of Macedonia.

The issuer of the present seal is known from four other seals struck by
the same boulloterion (PmbZ, # 26850). According to Jordanov and to
the editors of the Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit, he is
attested in a previous stage of his career without the rank of anthypatos
on another Bulgarian seal.” The iconography of both groups of seals,
depicting a standing figure of Saint Theodore in military garb holding
a spear in his right hand and resting his left hand on his shield, cor-
roborates this hypothesis.®

Another Romanos anthypatos, patrikios, and strategos of
Makedonia is known from a seal dated to the late 10™ /early 11" centu-
ry currently held by the Museum of Byzantine Culture of Thessaloniki
(former G. Zacos Collection).” The reading of the toponym, howev-
er, is far from certain due to the bad state of preservation of the seal.
Moreover, the seal bears on the obverse a bust of the Mother of God
holding the Child in her left arm. An identity with the issuer of our
seal ought, therefore, to be excluded.

3. Seal of Chasanes, patrikios, anthypatos, and strategos of Thrace

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-376.

D: 25x27 mm. W: 16.6 gr.

Description: light green patina, iconography on the obverse slightly
flattened. Date: mid-11" c.

Unpublished.

/1: Sofia, National Archaeological Institute with Museum, # 124.

Ed. of //: TTanuenko 1905, 294-295; Jordanov 2003, 95-97, # 35.11;
Jordanov 2006, 431-433, # 745; Jordanov 2009, 433-434, # 1241;
Voppmanos 1992, 294-295, # 32 (= SBS 6, 1999, 89, # 32); Jordanov
2011, 54, # 109.

Fig. 3. Robert Feind Collection, SB-376. Photo: R. Feind.

7 Museum of Silistra, s.n., published
in Jordanov 2003, 115, # 46.10 and
Jordanov 2009, I 450-451, # 1328.

8 The iconography of the obverse does
not allow us to decide whether the de-
piction refers to Saint Theodore Teron
or Saint Theodore Stratelates. Much has
been written on the iconography of these
two saints: see among others Cotsonis
2005, here in particular 448-457 [2020,
108-119]; Cheynet 2008d; Grotowski
2010, in particular the second chapter
of the book, 57-123. See also Cotsonis
2020b, 259-295.

? Thessaloniki, Museum of Byzantine
Culture, # 57. Published in Agovtiadng
2006, 96-98, # 27.
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WPBW Chasanes 20101, with Boullote-
rion 3357. This entry should nonethe-
less be revised: the several seals listed
s.v. Chasanes 20101 (Boulloterion 3357,
1158, 5767-5769) do not seem to belong
to the same issuer, but stem from several
homonymous individuals.

See, e.g., the ex G. Zacos Collection
specimen at the BnF Zacos, # 3415, pub-
lished in Cheynet 2008a, 639-640.

2On the derivatives of this word in
Byzantine Greek see Moravcsik 1983,
73, 229, 277, and in particular 341, s.v.
Xaodavng.

13See Stavrakos 1999-2000, 515-516,
commenting on # 4 and 5 as well as
Cheynet 2008a, 629, 639-641. For a
more general discussion on this topic
see Cheynet 1986, 145-152. On the
evolution of proper names into fam-
ily names, in particular for foreigners in
Byzantium, in the light of lead seals see
Cheynet 2008c.

""We did not have access to images of
the seal from the private collection in
Bulgaria, and thus we cannot formulate
hypotheses on its matrices.

On the obverse, standing figure of Saint George, holding a spear in his
right hand and resting his left hand on his shield. Sigla on either side:
J.€|W|P—T|I]O": [*O &(ytoc) TJedpyro(c). Border not visible.

On the reverse, inscription of six lines beginning with a cross; the last
line is between two dashes. Border not visible.

+KER,O,|XACANH|MTPIANOVI|. TWSCTPA|TII,©PA| -KHC-
+ K(bpr)e B(on)0(e1) Xaodavn m(at)pukim) avior[d]to (kai) otpati-
V(®) Opding

Kvpie porfer Xachavn motpikio avOumate kol otpotty® Opdxng.
Lord, aid Chasanes, patrikios, anthypatos, and strategos of Thrace.

The issuer of this seal is already known from a parallel specimen held
by the National Archaeological Museum in Sofia.'® Further, a handful
of specimens belonging to different individuals bearing this name are
also known and have been published and commented on extensively
by Jordanov and Cheynet among others (Jordanov 2006, 431-433, and
Cheynet 2008a, 639-641).

The Greek name Xaodvng, which in some sources appears as
Xaodviog,'! originates from the Arab-Turkic word hasan.'* However,
since Arab names were also carried by Syrians, Kurds, Turkmens,
Seljuks, and occasionally also by Caucasians, it is not always possi-
ble to specify the ethnic origin of each individual (Wassiliou-Seibt
2013; Stavrakos 2013). Despite originating as a first name, in the sec-
ond half of the 11" century and well into the 12" century the name
Xaodvng eventually became a family name, along with its variant
Xaoavémovlog.” In the case of the issuer of the seal in question, how-
ever, it can be claimed with a very good degree of certainty to have
been a first name.

4. Seal of Nikephoros, magistros and domestikos of the Scholai

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-274.

D: 28 mm. W: 17.0 gr.

Description: grey patina, brokenalongthe channeland openatthe upper
and lower ends of the channel on the reverse, struck slightly off-centre.
Date: late 10* c.

Ed.: Kinker 25: 29.09-01.10.1993, # 563 (= SBS 6, 1999, 138, # 563);
MZ 94: 13-15.05.1998, # 935 (SBS 8, 2003, 237, # 935); MZ 100: 08-
10.09.1999, # 763 (= SBS 8, 2003, 243, # 763).

//: (1) DO BZS.1958.106.1403; (2) BnF Zacos, # 4751 (former G. Zacos
Collection); (3) BnF Zacos, # 1896 (former G. Zacos Collection);
(4) Sofia, National Historical Museum, # 15029; (5) Veliki Preslav,
Archaeological Museum, # 17574; (6) private collection, Bulgaria. (1)
and (4) seem to have been struck by the same boulloterion, whereas
(2), (3), (5), and our specimen have probably been struck by a differ-
ent one.'

Ed. of //: (1) DO Online: www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-
seals/BZS.1958.106.1403; (2) Zacos, Nesbitt 1984, 393, # 863; (4)-(6)
Jordanov 2009, 362-363, # 997-999; (4) I7Iop11aH0B 1988b, 98-100, # 14
(= SBS 3, 1993, 155, # 14); (5) Jordanov 1990, 210-211, # IV; Voppanos
1993, 90-91, # 163.
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Fig. 4. Robert Feind Collection, SB-274. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, bust of the Mother of God holding the Child in her
left arm. Sigla on either side: M- 8V: M(1jtn)p ©(£0)0. Border of dots.
Circular inscription in the iconographic field beginning with a cross
and partially preserved on the left.

+OKEBOH......A.
+ O(e0t0)Ke Pon[0et T 0@ doV]A[®]

On the reverse, legend of six lines most probably beginning with a
cross and followed on a separate line by a decoration consisting of a
pellet between two dashes. Border of dots.

NIKH|.QP,MATIC|.PWKAIAO|MECTIKW|TWNCXO|AWN| - - -
[+] Nun[o]op(®) payic[t]po Kol dopeotik® TdV GYOADY

®cotoke Ponbet T® o@®d 00VA® NKneop® HayioTp® Kol OOUECTIK®
TAOV GYOADV.

Mother of God, aid your servant Nikephoros, magistros and domes-
tikos of the Scholai.

The identity of the seal issuer, who is already well known from other
sigillographic sources, has long been debated (PmbZ, # 25586; see also
# 25617). Two renowned Nikephoroi, in fact, held the rank of ma-
gistros and the office of domestikos of the Scholai," i.e., Nikephoros
Phokas and Nikephoros Ouranos (PmbZ, # 25535 and 25617 respec-
tively). The former held this position under Constantine VII from
954 to 963 and must be disregarded, because one of the parallel speci-
mens was found in Preslav and stems from the reconquest of the city
around the year 1000 (Cheynet 2003, 87-88 with note 74). Nikephoros
Ouranos, who held this office under Basil II from 996 to 999,'¢ was
proposed as issuer of the seal by Jordanov in his first publications of
the seal from Silistra (# 4 above)'” and from Preslav (# 5 above)'® and
was long the prevailing opinion, albeit later questioned by E. McGeer
due to the absence of a family name (McGeer 1991, 130 with note 13).

An interesting, but as yet unexplored, aspect of the seal whose edi-
tion is provided here pertains to its matrices. Our seal and its above-
mentioned parallels, although extremely similar, do not appear to have
been struck by the same boulloterion. The main difference lies in the
reverse: the specimen from the Robert Feind Collection, like that from
Preslav (# 4 above) and those from the former G. Zacos Collection (#
2 and 3 above), has a legend of six lines on the reverse beginning with
a cross and followed on a separate line by a decoration consisting of
a pellet between two dashes. On the other hand, the specimen from
Dumbarton Oaks (# 1 above) and the one from Sofia (# 3 above) also
have a legend of six lines beginning with a cross, but this is preceded by

*While now dated and in need of be-
ing brought up-to-date in the light of
more recent studies in Byzantine pros-
opography and administration, Guilland’s
contribution on the office of domestikos
ton scholon is still relevant. See Guilland
1950, 41 with note 8 and passim [1967,
448, note 386]. See also Kithn 1991, 73-92.

'*Nikephoros Ouranos is attested in
his capacity of magistros and domes-
tikos ton scholon in a hypomnema from
the monastery of Vatopedi dated to
September 998: see Bompaire et al. 2001,
# 2 (September 998), lines 67-70, espe-
cially 692

"Hopmanos 1988b, 99 (# 4 above).

$Jopnanos 1993, 91 (# 5 above).



NEW INSIGHTS INTO KNOWN BYZANTINE SEALS: SPECIMENS... 69

¥Or, alternatively, in order to main-
tain symmetry, the last line of the legend
could have been framed on both sides by
a decorative pellet. The bad state of pres-
ervation of the seals does not, however,
allow us to formulate further hypotheses.

»An anonymous member of the Kladon
family (PBW Anonymous 17061) is men-
tioned by Kinnamos (1836, 233") as a
gaoler in the Great Palace in Constantinople
in 1164. A certain Kladon (PmbZ, #24422)
is mentioned in a number of sources be-
longing to the Logothete-family of texts:
Vat. gr. 163, on which see Markopoulos
1979, 917, in Vat. gr. 167, the so-called
Theophanes continuatus (1838, 438'%) as
well as in Skylitzes (1973, 239%, the only in-
stance where a first name is also mentioned,
i.e., Leon Kladon). There is no correspond-
ing mention in Pseudo-Symeon. Finally, a
Basil Kladon (PmbZ, # 20926) is mentioned
by various sources, on which see infra.

2'A George Kladon (PBW Georgios 276)
was the addressee of at least two letters by
Tzetzes, in 1152 and 1154.

2Gee Lefort et al. 1985, # 2, 112'?
(September 975) mentioning a Theodore
Kladon (PBW Theodoros 122 = PmbZ,
# 27763, possibly identical with PmbZ
27828). The same person is mentioned in a
list of documents in possession of the mon-
astery of Iviron, see Lefort et al. 1990, # 33,
90" (December 1061). See also infra.

2See Guillou 1983, 270-275; Id. 1996, #
181, mentioning a Romanos Kladon from
the late 10" — early 11" century. On this
person, see Charalampakis 2021, 517, 525,
527,571.

#(1) Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Muse-
um, # 22912, published in Vopparos 1993,
59, # 93 and Jordanov 2006, 211-212, # 314;
(2) Yambol, Historical Museum, , # II 5805,
published in Jordanov 2006, 211-212, # 315;
(3) private Bulgarian collection, s.n., pub-
lished in Jordanov 2006, 211-212, # 316;
(4) Sofia, National Historical Museum, s.n.,
published in Jordanov 2006, 211-212, # 317;
(5) Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum,
s.m., published in Jordanov 2009, 215, # 552
(along with the re-publication of the first four
seals, # 548-551). In his edition of the seals,
Jordanov mentions that these were struck
by different boulloteria. We did not have the
possibility to inspect the seals more closely, so
we align ourselves with Jordanov’s position. If
this information be correct, the data regard-
ing the boulloterion delivered by the PBW
ought to be emended (see our previous note).

a decoration consisting of a cross of pellets set between decorative traits
on a separate line and the last line of the legend ends with a decorative
pellet.”” Unfortunately, given the state of preservation of the seals and
the absence of adequate photographs, it is not possible for us to carry
out a proper examination of the seal’s obverse, which could help us de-
termine whether this series of seals was struck by (at least) two boullo-
teria or whether we are dealing here with assembled matrices.

5. Seal of Gregorios Kladon, patrikios and strategos

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-72.

D: 17 mm. W: 4.5 gr.

Description: grey-green patina, broken at the upper end of the channel
on the obverse.

Date: mid-11" c.

Unpublished.

/1 Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum, # 16581.

Ed. of //: VIOpHaHOB 1993, 169, # 353; Jordanov 2006, 211, # 313;
Jordanov 2009, 501, # 1526.

Fig. 5. Robert Feind Collection, SB-72. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, standing figure of Saint Demetrios holding a spear in
his right hand and resting his left hand on his shield. Sigla on either
side: ©|AH|M|H — .|P.|O: O &(y1oc) Anpni[t]p[t]o(c). Border of dots.

On the reverse, legend of five lines beginning with a cross; the last line
is enclosed between decorative pellets. Border of dots.

+KERO|TPITOP, |MPI|SCTPA|TIT, TWKAA|-AONI-
+ K(opye Blon)b(ey) I'pryop(i®) m(at)pukion) (koi) otpatry(®) @
KAdadovi

Kvpie ponbet I'pryopio matpkio kol otpattyd 1@ Kiadovi.
Lord aid Gregorios Kladon, patrikios and strategos.

The family name of the seal issuer (PBW Gregorios 20160, with
Boulloterion 4156), KAdSwv, on the seal misspelled in the dative with
omicron, is attested in a number of different sources (historiographic
works,” epistles,”’ documents from monastic archives,”? and inscrip-
tions®) spanning from the late 10" to the mid-12" century, and, most
notably, in the unusually abundant sigillographic evidence.

It is the sigillographic evidence that we would like to pay greater at-
tention to, as all the extant seals belonging to the Kladon family originate
from Bulgaria and most of them were previously published by Jordanov.
A Theodore Kladon protospatharios (PmbZ, # 27828 = PBW
Theodoros 20325, with Boulloterion 5407) is known from five seals.?*
He is most probably the same Theodore attested in September 975
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as protospatharios, epi tou manglabiou, and ek prosopou of Strymon
signing a sigillion confirming to the monasteries of Kolovou, Polygyros,
and Leontia the ownership and the exemption of their paroikoi.”®
Were this identity to be confirmed, we would have yet another seal of
Theodore, as the document preserved in the monastery is one of the
few with a seal attached to it. In the document, Theodore announces
the presence of his “usual seal” (tf] ovvi0Oet fHudv PovAA),* bearing
religious imagery on either side, a bust of Saint Nicholas and a bust of
Saint Panteleimon with their usual attributes (Oikonomides 1986, 74-
75). Further, we know of another seal belonging to a Theodore Kladon
(PBW Theodoros 20326, with Boulloterion 5408), dated, however, to
the 12" century by Jordanov.”” Therefore, an identity with the previous
Theodore ought here to be excluded.

Another seal recently sold at auction and, to our knowledge, still
unpublished belonged to a Basil Kladon protospatharios and strategos
of Hellas; based on its iconography and on its epigraphy, it can be dated
to the 10" century.” The obverse of the seal has a very finely preserved
depiction of a peacock turned to its left, a decorative motif quite wide-
spread in the 10" century, accompanied by a floral decoration and a
circular invocative inscription, probably beginning with a cross, read-
ing [+] K(Vpt)e BoriBet 1@ 0@ dovAw. On the reverse there is a legend
of five lines beginning with a cross, reading + Baon\(eiw) f(acAikd)
(mpwto)omad(apiw) (kail) otpaty(®) EANGdog [t]® KA&So(vy). It is
safe to assume an identity between the issuer of this seal and Basil
Kladon (PmbZ, # 20926), whose life and deeds are well documented
from a variety of sources. He is attested as strategos of Strymon in a
building inscription from 926 commemorating him having the city
wall of Christoupolis rebuilt (Reinach 1882, 269); further, he is men-
tioned as protospatharios and strategos of Sikelia and Langobardia in
the Book of Ceremonies on the occasion of Epiphanios’ embassy to
Hugh of Provence in 934/935.% The seal seems to attest to a later stage
of the career of Basil Kladon.

Finally, a Constantine Kladon sebastos is known from two seal
types from the late 12%/early 13" century.*

6. Seal of John Isys (Ises?)

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-113.

D: ca. 25 mm. W: 10.9 gr.

Description: beige patina, broken in two halves along the thread chan-
nel, only one half is preserved. Date: 12* c. Unpublished.

/l: (1) Shumen, Regional Historical Museum, # 15100 (former V.
Stankov Collection, Bulgaria); (2) Belgrade, National Museum, # 38/8.
Ed. of //: (1) Jordanov, Zhekova, 2007, 146, # 385; Jordanov 2009, 624-625,
# 1903; (2) Maksimovi¢, Popovi¢, 1993, 122-123, # 8. Both parallels are
also mentioned in Jordanov 2010, 41, # 80 and Feind 2013, 140, # 1797.

Fig. 6. Robert Feind Collection, SB-113. Photo: R. Feind.

2PBW Theodoros 122 = PmbZ, # 27763.
See Lefort et al. 1985, # 2, 1122 and our
note 22.

20n the relation between seals and the
documents to which they were attached,
see the still relevant paper by Oikonomides
1983.

“The seal was sold in MZ 76: 10-
12.11.1993, # 1390. The whereabouts of the
seal are currently unknown. We could not
retrieve an image of the seal in question
and therefore base our hypotheses on the
commented edition of the seal in Jordanov
2006, 212.

#The seal was sold by Naumann 85:
5.1.2020, # 739. The whereabouts of
the seal are currently unknown. The
seal has been listed in BZ, 113.4, 2020,
1328, # 4803. Images available at: www.
numismatik-naumann.at/auktion/#!/
auction/lot?a=875&1=739.

»This episode is recounted in Constan-
tine Porphyrogennetos’ De Cerimoniis 11
44 (Porphyrogennetos 2020, 3.311'%-
3’%). On the embassy to Hugh of
Provence in 934/935 see Zuckerman
2014, 223-233.

PBW Konstantinos 20492, with Bo-
ulloterion 5411: DO BZS.1958.106.5002,
published in Jordanov 2006, 212-
213, # 318; DO Online: www.doaks.
org/resources/seals/byzantine-seals/
BZS.1958.106.5002; the seal is men-
tioned in Wassiliou-Seibt 2011, 522,
# 1185. PBW Konstantinos 20492,
with Boulloterion 5409: (1) S. Petrov
Collection, s.n., published in V[op,uaHOB
1998, 24-25, # 24; Jordanov 2006, 212-
213, # 318; Jordanov 2009, 242, # 654; (2)
DO BZS.1955.1.3756, published in DO
Online: www.doaks.org/resources/seals/
byzantine-seals/BZS.1955.1.3756. Both
seals are mentioned in Wassiliou-Seibt
2015, 684, # 2826.
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*'Kinnamos 1836, 238"!*. The quota-
tion stems from Kinnamos transl. 1976,
179 with note 42. On the family name of
the seal issuer see also Moravcsik 1983,
141, s.v. Tofig and Tod.

*2On the military office of protostrator
see Guilland 1949, in particular 159-164
with notes 84 and 84bis [1967, 479-493,
notes 105-106].

»Quite interestingly, in Upsaliensis
gr. 6, one of the main witnesses to
Akropolites work, a later hand cor-
rected”Iong to Mehi<o>onvov (f. 19Y). J.
S. Langdon links this gloss to the propa-
ganda made in the 16" century by the
Melissourgos/Melissenos family, who
wanted to see family members every-
where and, failing to find any, invented
a few. See Langdon 1992, 5-6 with note 6
and 13 with note 49.

* Akropolites 1978, 407, § 24. See also
the commented translation by Macrides,
based on the text established by Wirth:
Akropolites transl. 2007, § 24, in particu-
lar 171-172 with notes 3-4.

*Bpavovon 1980, 119-123, particu-
larly 121**** with earlier bibliography.
Cf. Dolger 1928, 349, 365, who dates this
chrysobull to March 1236.

*Nvotalomovlov-TTeAekiSov 1980,
156-163, particularly 159%, 162 with ear-
lier bibliography. Cf. Délger 1928, 366,
who dates the document to 1249.

Epigram III, sine titulo (inc. AvOnooag
dpo kat papavlelc wg podov) edited
in Mercati 1951, 255-256 (commen-
tary and translation) and 264 (text)
[1970, 578 (commentary and transla-
tion) and 589 (text)]. On Nikephoros
Chrysoberges’ life and work see most re-
cently Avayvwotov 2020. We would like
to extend our warmest thanks to Jean-
Frangois Vannier for pointing us to this
further source.

On the obverse, Saint George in military garb on horseback facing
right, with a spear in his right hand. This specimen bears no visible
sigla, but from the parallels we infer that the iconographic depiction
was flanked by sigla reading ‘O dytog Iewpytog. Border of dots.

On the reverse, legend of three lines. From the parallels, we infer that
the legend was preceded by a cross on a separate line and followed by
a decoration consisting of an X between two dashes. Border of dots.

.ATIC|..0V|..Icv
[Zoplayig [To(av)v]ov [tod] Tov

Sopayic Toavvov 1od “lov.
Seal of John Isys.

Given the widely attested phenomenon of iotacism, the family name
of the seal issuer, i.e.,,”Iov in the genitive and possibly Tovg in the
nominative, might as well be read aslong (PBW Ioannes 20544, with
Boulloterion 4010).

Two persons named TwdvvngTong are known from historical sources
from the late 12"/mid 13" century. The firstis attested in 1164/1165 (PBW
Ioannes 17014), at the time of the attack carried out by the Hungarians
against the city of Zeugme during the reign of Manuel Komnenos, and
according to John Kinnamos “John Ises [Tsa]” was “a Turk by birth who
had participated in Roman upbringing and way of life”*!

The second homonymous individual is mentioned by George
Akropolites in his capacity as protostrator’® sent along with an army by
the emperor John III Doukas Vatatzes to Adrianople® in order to free
the city from the control of the Latins in 1224.** The same person is also
mentioned in two further documents coming from the monastic archives
of Patmos. These are, in chronological order, a chrysobull of the emperor
Theodore I Laskaris for the monastery of Saint John the Theologian on
Patmos dated to March 1221, where he confirmed the monastery in its
right to property,® and a prostagma dated to July 1251 which instructs
George Zagarommates to reject the unjustified claims of the inhabitants
of Palatia to the property belonging to the monastery in Pyrgos.*

Further, Nikephoros Chrysoberges wrote an epigram on the occa-
sion of the death of the young son of John Ises, who is said there to be
protostrator and sebastos, and his wife, a member of the Komnenian
family.””

The date gap between the floruit of Manuel Komnenos® general
(1164/1165) and that of the protostrator (1224) argues in favour of
the existence of two different individuals. Manuel Komnenos’ general,
who is mentioned by Kinnamos without title or office, could hardly
have been younger than 25 at the time of the siege of Zeugme, even
more so as he was placed under the orders of more experienced gener-
als, such as Michael Gabras and Joseph Bryennios (Kinnamos 1836,
238 and, in particular, 238'"!"): this would place his birth around
1140. The first mention of the protostrator, on the other hand, dates
from March 1221 and the last from 1249 or 1251. However, this does
not mean that Ises still occupied the office of protostrator at that time
or that he was even still alive, as the document only reminds the inhab-
itants of Palatia of the provisions of the prostagma of 1221.
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As for the John Ises mentioned by Nikephoros Chrysoberges, the
identification with the Ises attested by Kinnamos has been retained by
M. Anagnostou; however, Anagnostou follows the interpretation of G.
Mercati, who was unaware of the existence of further mentions of this
individual outside of Kinnamos’ text. Thus, we must infer that Manuel
Komnenos’ general, too, must have held the office of protostrator at
some point in his career - i.e., when Chrysoberges wrote the epigram
on the death of Ises’ son — which is not unimaginable for an individual
pursuing a career in the Byzantine army.

It is absolutely plausible that the issuer of our seal was part of the
upper military hierarchy. The seal shows a military saint, Saint George,
mounted on horseback - a rather sought-after motif befitting high-
ranking members of the Byzantine army.® Whether or not there is any
identity between the owner of our seal and either of the two individu-
als mentioned above is probable, but not certain, and we will have to
suspend judgement on this question until new sources, perhaps sigil-
lographic, emerge.*

7. Seal of N. Theophilopoulos

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-356.

D: 32 mm. W:22.2 gr.

Description: blank slightly too small, border not visible.

Date: 13" c., first half or mid-13" c.

Unpublished.

/1: (1) DO BZS.1958.106.4311; (2) Plovdiv, Archaeological Museum, #
893; (3) Thessaloniki, Museum of Byzantine Culture, # 40 (former G.
Zacos Collection # 1398/99-4); (4) BnF Zacos, # 1038 (former G. Zacos
Collection # 1626/a); (5) S. Kofopoulos Collection, Greece, # 2387.
Ed. of //: (1) DO Online: www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-
seals/BZS.1958.106.4311; Leontiades 2011, 315-316, # 17; (2) VlopnaHOB
1999a, 183-184 (see also: BZ, 93.2, 2000, 769, # 3042; SBS 8, 2003, 178);
Jordanov 2006 156-157, # 237; Jordanov 2009, 623-624, # 1900; (3)
Spink 127 (Byzantine Seals from the collection of George Zacos, Part I):
07.10.1998, 46, # 92; Aeovtiadng 2006, 159-161, # 59; (3) and (4) are both
mentioned by Jordanov in his works above; (5) CNG (Electronic Auction)
390: 1.2.2017, # 627. Further references: Feind 2013, 249, # 2196.

Fig. 7. Robert Feind Collection, SB-356. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, Saint Nikephoros standing, holding a spear in his
right hand and a sword in his left. Traces of vertical inscription on
both sides, partially readable on the right: ....... - .|$.[P.|C: [6 éyrog
Nnkv]p[@]p[o]s. The better-preserved above-mentioned parallels al-
low the completion of the inscription, evidencing on the left a ligature

¥We were able to inspect closely the
iconography on the specimen of the
Regional Historical Museum of Shumen,
which is better preserved than the seal
that we are publishing here. We would
like to thank Zhenya Zhekova for pro-
viding us with an image of the seal from
Bulgaria.

¥The Ises family is attested well be-
yond the period discussed here: they
are, in fact, one of the many families
with whom the Raoul/Ralles family had
established marriage ties in the 15" cen-
tury. On this topic see Fassoulakis 1973,
here in particular 76-82.
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YBHG 1199 (presbyter, martyred in
Tiberioupolis under Julian); 1217-1218
(one of the 63 martyrs of Jerusalem in
724); 1331-1334g (layman, martyr in
Antioch under Valerian); 1335-1337f;
1387n (patriarch of Constantinople);
1338 (bishop of Miletus); 2297-2298
(founder of the Medikion monastery);
2300 (hegoumenos in Sebaze); 2071
(martyred in Attaleia under Decius).

“'His commemoration is recorded on
the 11" of December in a manuscript
of Mount Athos (Megiste Lavra B 4, ff.
1337-149%). The text of the manuscript
contains an akolouthia celebrating
Nikephoros II Phokas for his military
success and his ascetism. See the edi-
tion in Sullivan 2019, 307-337; former
edition Petit 1904, 398-420. Nikephoros
Phokas was especially commemorated in
the Lavra as he had helped to build the
monastery with his generosity towards
Athanasios, but outside this circle many
monks did not accept his canonisation.
See also Spanos, Zarras 2009, 71-73.

“2See the fresco in the apse of the Pigeon
House church in Cavusin in Cappadocia
(963-969), although here the crown can
be only guessed due to the bad state of
preservation of the work. On the topic
see Studer-Karlen 2022, 150-151.

#The portrait is in a 15" century man-
uscript (Marc. lat. X 158, f. 17). On the
topic see Burke 2014, 13-16.

*In the so-called psalter of Basil (Marc.
gr. Z 17, f. 37) dated between 1001-1005.
On the emperors image see Studer-
Karlen 2022, 145-147 with previous bib-
liography.

consisting of N and an H (instead of |), and on the right the vowels V
and (), also misspelled.

On the reverse, legend of four lines. Two crosses, one cross placed
above the legend on a separate line and one at the end of the legend in
the fourth line, are not visible on our specimen, but can also be recon-
structed thanks to parallels. The legend of the reverse is metrical and
consists of a dodecasyllable with a caesura after the fifth syllable.

CHPATIC|MATPAPLIN|TOVOEOPHAQ|MOVAOV.
2epayiopa ypaedv tod @copnrortodiov [+]

2epdyioua ypae®dV || Tod @copniomodiov.
Seal of the writings of Theophilopoulos.

The image of Saint Nikephoros is very rare on Byzantine seals. Unique
here is his depiction in military garb and with a sword in his hand,
because the saints known by this name were not soldiers.* This ico-
nography would fit with the emperor Nikephoros II Phokas, who was
well known both for his military activities and his holiness and was in
fact commemorated as a saint.*’ Some of his portraits that have sur-
vived to this day show the emperor in loros, and wearing a crown, the
most distinctive parts of the imperial Byzantine costume.* In a late
representation probably of Cretan origin Nikephoros is even holding a
sword or a scimitar, but he is still not depicted as a soldier.*® There is,
however, the famous image of Basil IT which reflects most closely the
iconography of a military saint: the emperor is standing en face, cui-
rassed, holding a spear and a sword in his hands, while Christ crowns
him from above.* The scene shows the close connection between di-
vine power and the martial power of an emperor. The representation
of Nikephoros Phokas as a warrior saint may have been influenced by
this tradition. Of course, one always has to consider the limitations of
a 13" century boulloterion workshop, where it was certainly possible
to command a range of images with a well-known iconography, but
the same was not applicable for less familiar portraits.

The question of why our Theophilopoulos would choose Saint
Nikephoros as a warrior saint to seal his writings cannot be an-
swered; it can only be speculated that the issuer was a homonym of
the saint (PBW Anonymous 20294). Cheynet suggests that he was a
Greek soldier who entered the service of the Latins after the conquest
of Constantinople (Spink 127 (Byzantine Seals from the collection of
George Zacos, Part I): 07.10.1998, 46, # 92). Jordanov links him to
George Theophilopoulos who at the time of the emperor Henry was
an officer of the Latin army entrusted with the defence of the eastern
districts (Akropolites 1978, 297!, § 16). In his opinion, the specimen
found in Veliko Tarnovo (# 2 above) would suggest that this man - or
a member of his family — was active in Bulgaria when the peace treaty
was signed between Tsar Boril (1207-1218) and the Latin empire and
consequently that the seal is also to be dated to those years (Jordanov
2006, 156-157, here in particular 157).

Actually, there is agreement on the dating of the seal to the 13™ cen-
tury, but not on the timeframe. While Cheynet and Jordanov propose
a date in the first half of the 13" century, W. Seibt proposes the second
or third third of the 13" century (BZ, 93.2, 2000, 769, # 3042), and L
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Leontiades argues on account of a hl in the second line of the legend that
the seal “could also admit a somewhat later dating” than that suggested by
Cheynet (Leontiades 2011, 315-316). However, the my which Leontiades
refers to (clearly visible in the BnF specimen) looks to us rather like a M,
so the main argument for a late date of the seal has to be questioned.

Another seal in the collection of Dumbarton Oaks shows, on the
obverse, Saint George standing holding a spear in his right hand and a
shield in his left.*> While the inscription on the obverse is the same as
on ours, the arrangement of the letters is different. Again, the quality
of execution is remarkable: the two seals can be attributed to the same
issuer. From a palaeographic point of view, this second specimen can
be ascribed to the first half of the 13™ century. Our seal too, though
younger, should date from about the same period.

8. Seal of Arkadios, protospatharios and strategos

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, S-83.

D: 26 mm. W: 13.8 gr.

Description: effaced at the right and left side of the obverse and re-
verse.

Date: late 10"/early 11 (after 971).

Unpublished.

/: Three parallels are kept in Shumen, Regional Historical Museum,:
(1) # 14211, former N. Georgiev Collection, Bulgaria; (2) # 14712, for-
mer N. Nikolov Collection, Bulgaria and (3) # 240, former V. Stankov
Collection, Bulgaria; (4)-(8) in addition to these, other five seals are in
Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum, # 18968, 24548, 5949, 23763,
18853; (9) Pliska, Archaeological Museum, # 44, found in Pliska in
2009; (10) DO BZS.1955.1.1935. (1)-(9) are from one boulloterion; (10)
is slightly different and probably from the same boulloterion as ours.
Ed. of //: (1)-(8) Jordanov 2009, 499, # 1510-1516a; (1) and (2)
Jordanov, Zhekova 2007, 126-127, # 329, 331; (1) and seals (4)-(8) first
published in VIopnaHOB 1993, 168-169, # 347-352; (9) I7[op,uaHOB 2011,
202, # 1516b; (10) DO Online: www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzan-
tine-seals/BZS.1955.1.1935.

Fig. 8. Robert Feind Collection, S-83. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, legend of four lines; a decoration consisting of a cross
of pellets between two dashes precedes and follows the legend on sepa-
rate lines.

— - —|.€ERO|...WC.|. BAWA.|[KAAIW| - -+ -
[K(vpy]e Po[nB(ey) T]® o[d S]ovrw Alp]kadie

. . s DO BZS.1951.31.5.1350,  publi-
On the reverse, legend of four lines; a decoration consisting of a cross ", 4 Online, doaks.

of pellets between two dashes precedes and follows the legend on sepa- org/resources/seals/byzantine-seals/
rate lines. BZS.1951.31.5.1350.
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“PmbZ, # 20572. Athens, Numismatic
Museum, # 15, published in
Kwvotavtomovlog 1917, 6, # 15, dated
by 3ait6T, 3ait6T 1995, 95, to the late 10%/
early 11" century. See also Zuckerman
2017, 316.

YPmbZ, # 20569; PBW Arkadios 20102
(same entry as ours). There is a total of
18 seals from the same boulloterion,
which are mentioned in Jordanov 2009,
222-223, # 573-591. Most of them are
in the Archaeological Museum of Veliki
Preslav (# 18303; 18083; 17579; 17245;
17223; 16980; 18419; 20153; 21522
22101; 22911 and one s.n. from the for-
mer N. Georgiev Collection), they were
first published in I7Iop)1aHOB 1993, 61-62,
#98-109.

“PmbZ, #20568; PBW Arkadios 20101.
Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum,
# 22149 published in Vopmanos 1993,
30, # 10; Jordanov 2009, 114, # 218.

“The inventory number first given
by Jordanov was 1322, see Vopmanos
1988a, 41.

*The image # 2 on page 39 matches the
seal (not image # 3 on page 42 as stated).

*'The image # 361 at the end of the
catalogue matches the seals # 353-354.

**The image # 417 at the end of the
catalogue does not match the seal.

— -+ —|.PWTO|.MAGA .| AIC...|. HTW|- - =
[]pwto[c]raba[p(iv) k]ai o[tpat]ny®d

Kopie fonfet 1@ 0® dovdw Apkadivw mpwtoonabapiw kal oTpatnyd.
Lord, aid your servant Arkadios, protospatharios and strategos.

The identification of the owner of our seal remains an open question
(PmbZ, #20571; PBW Arkadios 20102), mainly due to the lack of data.
The sigillographic sources from this period mention an Arkadios im-
perial protospatharios and strategos of Dorostolos (PmbZ, # 20570.
Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum, # 22172, published in
I7[op,uaHOB 1993, 118-119, # 217; Jordanov 2003, 65, # 23.2; Jordanov
2009, 415, # 1166), probably in the year 973 (Madgearu 2013, 61-62,
86). Less likely is a connection with Arkadios protospatharios and
strategos of Bosporos* and with another Arkadios protospatharios
epi tou chrysotriklinou,*” who shares with ours the same entry in the
PBW. A relation with Arkadios the imperial protospatharios and ak-
touarios seems highly unlikely to us.*

9. Seal of Stephanos Kontostephanos, despotes

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, S-207.

D: 30 mm. W: 20.8 gr.

Description: beige patina, flattened and indistinct letters, hole in the
upper part.

Date: ca. 1130-1148.

Unpublished.

//: (1) DO BZS.1958.106.5423 (former G. Zacos Collection); (2) Nova
Zagora, Historical Museum, # 1332;* (3) DO BZS.1955.1.3896; (4) S.
Bilik Collection, Bulgaria; (5) Warsaw, National Museum, # 105279.
The only specimen from the same boulloterion as ours is (2); (1) is
slightly different; (3), (4) and (5) are from another, very different
boulloterion.

Ed of //: (1) Zacos, Veglery 1972, 1521-1523, # 2723b; DO Online:
www.doaks.org/resources/seals/byzantine-seals/BZS.1958.106.5423;
(2) I7lop11aHOB 1988a, 41-42, # 3°° (= SBS 3, 1993, 154, # 3); VIopnaHOB
1999b, # 1 (= SBS 8, 2003, 177, # 1); Jordanov 2006, 235-236, # 360;
Jordanov 2009, 170, # 416; (3) Zacos, Veglery 1972, 1521-1523, #
2723a; Oikonomides 1986, 109-110, # 114; DO Online: www.doaks.
org//seals/byzantine-seals/BZS.1955.1.3896; (4) bwmx 1998, 61-
62, # 17 (= SBS 8, 2003, 158, # 17); Jordanov 2006, 235-236, # 361;
Jordanov 2009, 170, # 417;** (5) Szemioth, Wasilewsky 1969, 82-83,
# 85. Further references: Wassiliou-Seibt 2011, 499, # 1126a-b; Feind
2012, 57, # 1509; Stavrakos 2005, 171.

Fig. 9. Robert Feind Collection, S-207. Photo: R. Feind.
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On the obverse, legend of five lines. Traces of border of dots.

KONTO|TEPANY|KAITEDA.|.AECMO.|.
Kovtootepdvov kol Xtepd[vov] decmd[tov]

On the reverse, legend of five lines. Traces of border of dots.

KAIKVPO|.EPTUWNKAI|.$PATIC|RSAEVMAT|WN
kol kOpo[c] Epyov Kol [c]epayig fovisvpdTov

Kovtootepdvov || kol Zrepdvov decmdtov — Kol kKDpog Epymv || kol
oppayic fovAievudTmv.

I am the guarantee of the acts and the seal of the will of Stephanos
Kontostephanos, despotes.

The seal bears a metrical legend, consisting of two dodecasyllables,
one for each side. Both verses have a caesura after the fifth syllable.
Stephanos Kontostephanos (PBW Stephanos 17003) is well known
from many literary sources.” He belonged to the narrow circle of the
Komnenoi, having married Anna Komnene, daughter of emperor
John II. In 1148 he was appointed commander of the Byzantine fleets
by Manuel II and died shortly thereafter in the siege of Kerkyra.

10. Seal of Brachamios, spatharokandidatos and taxiarches

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, S-119.

D: 21 mm. W: 6.3 gr.

Description: flattened at the right and left side of the obverse and
reverse, slightly chipped at the upper and lower end of the channel.
Date: late 10"/early 11" c.

Unpublished.

/I: (1) Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum, # 16640; (2) private
Bulgarian collection, s.n.

Ed. of //: (1) Vlopnanos 1993, 102, # 187; (1) and (2) Mopaanos 2000,
138, # 43-44 (= SBS 8, 2003, 179, # 43-44); Jordanov 2009, 384-385, #
1060-1061; Cheynet 2008b, 380-381.

Fig. 10. Robert Feind Collection, S-119. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, legend of four lines beginning with a cross, followed
by a decoration consisting of a cross of four pellets between two dashes
on a separate line. The legend was probably preceded by a decoration
on a separate line, which is not visible. Border not visible.

KER,8|.WCWA.|..PAX.|MHW|- - —
[+] K(0pve B(on)b(e) [t]® od 3[ovAM(w) Blpax[a]uie

On the reverse, legend of four lines, preceded by a decoration consist-
ing of a cross of four pellets between two dashes and followed by a
decoration consisting of a pellet between two small dashes, both on
separate lines. Border of dots.

**For sources and biography of the is-
suer see Bap{6g 1984, Vol. 2, 380-390.
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*See, e.g., our seal # 3.

> A widespread name of Persian origins
for Armenian men: see Seibt 1976, 38
with note 99.

*On this topic and on the family (or
families) of the Brachamioi, see Cheynet
2008b.

S7Two seals were struck for Elpidios: (1)
Veliki Preslav, Archaeological Museum,
# 24564, published in VIopnaHOB 1993,
102-103, # 188; (2) Shumen, Regional
Historical Museum, # 14837, pub-
lished in Jordanov, Zhekova 2007, 105,
# 270. Both seals are published also in
Jordanov 2006, 102-103, # 123-124 and
Cheynet 2008b, 379-380. On the men-
tion of Elpidios in other sources see also
Cheynet 2008b, 379-381 and Seibt 1996,
135, # 188.

— - —|.AGA |.ANM |.AZI|.PXH|- - -
[om]aba[p(o)k]avd(1)d(dtw) [(kod) Tlagi[a]pxn

Kvpie Porfer 1®@ o® S00A® Bpoyopiom omnabaporxovoddto kol

Ta&apym.
Lord, aid your servant Brachamios, spatharokandidatos and taxiarches.

The owner of our seal (PBW Brachamios 20102, with Boulloterion
4137) held a significant military office, that of taxiarches, with the
command of professional troops of a total of one thousand men.
Cheynet remarks that, while being a rather high-ranking military of-
ficer, he had a rather modest title, that of spatharokandidatos, thus
clearly reflecting a time when the devaluation of titles had not yet be-
gun (Cheynet 2008b, 381).

As was the case with many foreigners settling in the empire in the
10" and 11" centuries,* the Armenian name Vahram® started out as
a first name in its Hellenised form Brachamios, and later became a
transmissible family name.”® The present seal, however, has only one
name, i.e., Brachamios; we cannot, therefore, be certain as to whether
it is a first name or a family name.

Another member of the family, active at the same time as the owner
of our seal, also left a number of seals that show him holding the of-
fice of taxiarches. This is Elpidios Brachamios (PBW Elpidios 103, with
Boulloterion 4138), whose seals, also excavated in Bulgaria, have been
extensively commented on by Jordanov and Cheynet.”” An identity be-
tween Elpidios and our issuer cannot be completely ruled out, but it is
hardly demonstrable since at the time of production of the seal many
Armenians were in the service of the Byzantine army and the name
Vahram was highly common among them (Cheynet 2008b, 381).

11.a-b. Seal of Samuel Alousianos, proedros and dux

The following two seals of Samuel Alousianos proedros and doux are
distinguished mainly by the iconography on the obverse. The first
group shows the Mother of God sitting on a throne without a backrest.
The second group, which is slightly older (Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 115;
Lafly, Seibt 2020, 932), bears a similar image, only that the throne has a
high back. Another difference is the invocation to the Mother of God,
shown in the second group as a circular inscription on the obverse,
while in the first it features on the reverse as part of the legend.

11a.

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-450.

D: 26 mm. W: 15.2 gr.

Description: obverse slightly corroded, reverse fairly well pre-
served, slightly chipped at the upper and lower end of the channel.
Date: 1070s-1080s.

Unpublished.

/1: (1) Sofia, National Historical Museum, s.n.; (2) Saint Petersburg, State
Hermitage Museum, M-5945; (3) Munich, Staatliche Miinzsammlung,
s.n. (former M. L. Zarnitz Collection); (4) Cambridge MA, Harvard
Art Museums/Arthur M. Sackler Museum, bequest of Th. Whittemore,
BZS.1951.31.5.280; (5) Geneva, Musée d’art et d’histoire, CdN 2004-551
(former G. Zacos Collection); (6)-(9) D. Theodoridis Collection, # 151
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[005], 1049, 1121, 1133; (10) Turkey, Museum of Yozgat, # 1476; (11)-
(13) BnF Zacos, # 48, 50, 1234 (former G. Zacos Collection); (14)-(15)
S. Kofopoulos Collection, Greece, # 2431 and # 2241; (16) MZ 80: 28-
30.11.1994, # 723 (= SBS 6, 1999, 152, # 723); Hirsch 186: 10-12.5.1995,
#1637 (= SBS 6, 1999, 130, # 1637); (17) Gorny 97: 11.10.1999, # 1311
(= SBS 8, 2003, 221, # 1311); (18) G&M 134: 11-12.10.2004, # 3589;
(19) G&M 156: 6.3.2007, # 2543 (= SBS 12, 2016, 144, # 2543); G&M
176: 9-10.3.2009, # 2832 (= SBS 12, 2016, 148, # 2832); (20) Roma 18:
27.6.2015,#829; (21) KM 111:4.5.2019, # 387; (22) KM 112:19.10.2019,
#457;(23) KM 113: 4.4.2020, # 506; (24) Naumann 78: 2.6.2019, # 966;
(25) Zeus 12:28-29.8.2020, # 1871; (26) Naumann 94: 4.10.2020, # 829;
(27) Leu (Web Auction) 14: 12-13.12.2020, # 1703.

Ed. of //: (1) Viopnanos 2001, 180, # I1.2, 14;° Jordanov 2006, 47-48, # 24;
Jordanov 2009, 495, # 1492; (2) Illangposckas 1981, 458, # 4% (= SBS 5,
1998, 168, # 4);(3) Gorny 62: 20.04.1993, # 734 (= SBS 6, 1999, 120, # 734);
Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 114-116, # 3.1.9; (4) DO Online: www.doaks.org/re-
sources/seals/byzantine-seals/BZS.1951.31.5.280BZS.1951.31.5.280; (5)
Spink 135 (Byzantine Seals from the collection of George Zacos, Part III):
06.10.1999, 60, # 280; Campagnolo-Pothitou, Cheynet 2016, 115, # 95 A;
(6)-(9) Cheynet, Theodoridis 2010, 13-15, # 2 a/b/c/d ; (10) Lafl, Seibt
2020, 930-932, # 4; (11)-(13) unpublished, mentioned in Campagnolo-
Pothitou, Cheynet 2016, 115; (14)-(15) Cheynet 2022,433-434, # 3.292.
Further references: Wassiliou-Seibt 2004, 483-484.

Fig. 11. Robert Feind Collection, SB-450. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, the Virgin seated frontally on a backless throne hold-
ing Christ on her lap. Border of dots. Sigla on either side. MP-©V:

Mn(t)p O(e0)d.
On the reverse, legend of seven lines beginning with a cross. Border of dots.

+OKE|ROHOEI|CAMOVHA|MPOEAPW|SABKITW|AAOVCI|ANW
+ O(e0t0)Ke Ponbel Zapovnd Tpoédpw (kai) dovki T@ AAOVCIAV®

®cotoke Pondet Zopovnd Tpoédp® Kol Sovki @ AAOVLGIAVE®.
Mother of God aid Samuel Alousianos, proedros and doux.

11b.

Inv.: Robert Feind Collection, SB-302.

D: 30 mm. W: 22.1 gr.

Description: strongly corroded with part of the surface missing at each
ends of channel on the reverse.

Date: 1070s-1080s.

Unpublished.

Lot of nine lead seals. From the image
provided by the catalogue, it is possible
to see around three quarters of the ob-
verse of an Alousianos seal.

*Tt does not match image # 14 in table
XIV.

“The image # 1 matches the seal (not #
4 as stated).
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' The works of Zlatarsky and Mushmov
are mentioned with a brief commentary
in Laurent 1929-1930, 611, # 5. Laurent
also refers to the parallel published in
Athens by Konstantopoulos.

©The image # 14, table XIV, matches
the seal.

®The image # 24 at the end of the cata-
logue matches the seal.

/1: (1) Sofia, National Archaeological Institute with Museum, # 52; (2)
Athens, Numismatic Museum, # 188a; (3) private collection, Berlin
(the seal’s present location is unknown); (4) Hannover, Museum
August Kestner, # 1L3.2007 (former M. L. Zarnitz Collection, # 1100;
permanent loan from Stiftung Niedersachsen); (5) BnF Zacos, # 42
(former G. Zacos Collection); (6) G. Zacos Collection, # 1464/6 (the
seal’s present location is unknown); (7) Ares 1: 23.8.2019, # 601; (8)
Leu (Web Auction) 9: 7-8.9.2019, # 1362; (9) Naumann 103: 6.6.2021,
# 994; (10) Demos 4: 26.9.2021, # 773; Demos 6: 5.12.2021, # 1068;
(11) Naumann 118: 3.7.2022, # 1208.

Ed. of // (1) 3marapcku 1921-1922; Mymmoss 1924, 156, # 240;
IOpykosa, Ilenues 1990, 44-46; Viopmanos 2001, 181, # 112, 15;%
Jordanov2006,47-48, # 25;% Jordanov 2009, 495, # 1493; Jordanov 2011,
63, # 124; (2) Kwvotavtomovlog 1917, 299, # 188a; Stavrakos 2000,
59-60, # 9; Evangelatou et al. 2002, 172, # 80; Cheynet, Theodoridis
2010, 14-15; (3) Sode 1997, 214-215, # 393; (4) Seibt 2011, 72-74, #
27; (5) mentioned in Cheynet 2022, 434; (6) mentioned in VMoppanos
1996, 10; VIopnaHOB 2001, 181; Jordanov 2006, 48; Jordanov 2011, 63.
Further references: Wassiliou-Seibt 2004, 483-484.

Fig. 12. Robert Feind Collection, SB-302. Photo: R. Feind.

On the obverse, faint outline of the Virgin frontally, no other details visi-
ble. Slight traces of a border. Remains of a circular inscription on the right.

CW.AW
[®(eotd)Kke Ponbel T®] o [d0V]Aw

On the reverse, legend of five lines. A cross between two decora-
tive dashes on a separate line before the legend can be reconstructed
thanks to the parallels. Border of dots.

CAMUHA|MPOEAPW|KAIL.OVKI|TWAAOV|CIANW
SopovnA Tpogdp@ Kol [d]ovkl T AAovoIive

®cotoke Pondel 1@ @ S0VA® Zapovni mPoLdp® Kol SOLKL TG
AAOVGLAV®.
Mother of God aid your servant Samuel Alousianos, proedros and doux.

Samuel Alousianos was a grandson of the Bulgarian Tsar Ivan
Vladislav; his father was Alousianos (PBW Alousianos 101), strategos
of Theodosioupolis, whose name Samuel Alousianos bore as a pat-
ronymic. After Basil IT had subjugated the Bulgarian empire in 1018,
Ivan Vladislav’s children became part of the Byzantine aristocracy and
forged strong ties with families close to power.
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In addition to the seals of Samuel Alousianos proedros and doux pre-
sented here (PBW Samuel 101), other seals with this name are known:

(1) a seal type of Samuel Alousianos, proedros and doux, which
shows a standing Saint Theodore on the obverse, while the reverse
bears the same legend as our 11a, with a similar alignment of letters.**
Both seal types can therefore be dated to the same period and are
probably to be connected to a single person.

(2) a seal type of Samuel Alousianos vestarches and doux of Edessa
(PBW Samuel 20105) which shows a standing Saint Theodore Teron
on the obverse, dated to around the 1060s.° This person could be
linked to Samuel Alousianos, vestarches and commander of the tag-
mata of the West in 1069,°° mentioned in literary sources (Skylitzes
continuatus 1968, 1347°13; Attaleiates 2002, 93'22),

(3) a seal type of Samuel Alousianos, vestarches and strategos
(PBW Samuel 20106), which shows a bust of Saint John Prodromos,
dated to around the 1060s-1070s or slightly later.®”

The attribution of all or some of these seal types to a single own-
er has often been the subject of discussion, the results of which are
contradictory. An issuer changing the iconography of his seals several
times is quite unusual, hence it can be assumed that we are dealing
with more than one individual. The publication in 2016 of the seal of
Samuel Alousianos, proedros and doux (# 1 in the list above), bearing
the image of Saint Theodore and a legend very similar to our # 11a
makes an important contribution to the subject: it indirectly confirms
the link between the vestarches and doux of Edessa of the seal type # 2
in the list above, which shows an image of Saint Theodore as well, and
the proedros and doux Alousianos on our seals (see also Campagnolo-
Pothitou, Cheynet 2016, 116).

ABBREVIATIONS

BHG: Halkin 1957, 1968, 1984.

BnF: Bibliothéque nationale de France.
BZ: Byzantinische Zeitschrift.

DO: Dumbarton Oaks.

PmbZ: R.-J. Lilie, C. Ludwig, B. Zielke, T. Pratsch (eds.). Prosopographie der mittel-
byzantinischen Zeit Online. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1515/pmbz.

PBW: M. Jeffreys, M. et al. (eds.). Prosopography of the Byzantine World. Available
at: http://pbw2016.kdlLkcl.ac.uk.

SBS: Studies in Byzantine Sigillography.
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Le logotheéte des troupeaux a fait lobjet d'une étude de R. Guilland dans
son enquéte sur les logothetes (Guilland 1971) et d’'une introduction
de V. Laurent dans son Corpus des sceaux de 'administration centrale
(Laurent 1981, 289). Ce personnage est rarement mentionné dans les
sources narratives ou documentaires. Cependant il est systématique-
ment cité dans les listes de préséance ou il apparait dans le groupe des
logothétes, toujours en derniére position. Toutefois les logothétes sont
placés parmi les plus hauts dignitaires, certes apres les strateges de
grands themes et quelques hauts fonctionnaires civils, tels [éparque ou
le questeur, mais ils sont placés devant certains domestiques, comme
celui des hicanates. Le Taktikon Uspenski, rédigé au milieu du 1x° sie-
cle, suggere que ce logothete peut prétendre a la dignité de patrice,
qui nest décernée quaux strateges des plus grands themes. Toutefois
ce nest pas obligatoire et ce méme Taktikon prévoit un rang inférieur,
si le logothete des troupeaux nest pas patrice (Oikonomides 1972, 51 :
patrice ; 53 : non patrice ; 55 : ancien logothete).

En 899, le Clétorologe de Philothée permet de connaitre organisa-
tion du sékréton du logothete (Oikonomides 1972, 117). Il comprend :

- le protonotaire d’Asie,

- le protonotaire de Phrygie,

- les dioecetes des métata,

- les comtes,

- les épiskeptitai.

Presque toutes ces fonctions sont également attestées par des
sceaux. D’autres charges ne sont pas mentionnées dans le Clétorologe,
soit parce quelles nexistaient pas encore, soit parce quelles étaient trop
médiocres pour autoriser leurs détenteurs a participer aux cérémonies
impériales. Les sceaux nous font connaitre plusieurs ek prosopou des
ayeAl@v. Lorsque N. Oikonomideés a publié son ouvrage sur les pré-
séances, un seul sceau, celui de Basile, ostiaire, asékrétis et ek prosépou
des &yed@v, avait été édité dans une collection bulgare'. Plusieurs noms
nouveaux se sont ajoutés depuis, celui de Nicétas Chalkoutzes, protos-
pathaire impérial, sceau connu en trois exemplaires (Jordanov 2009, #
872 ; DO BZS.1947.2.1055 ; Zacos BnF 83), celui de 'asékrétis Michel
(Zacos, Nesbitt 1985, # 845, aujourd’hui Zacos BnF 1924 et Cheynet et



86 JEAN-CLAUDE CHEYNET

al. 1991, # 99), celui du spatharocandidat Manuel, dont le sceau a lef-
tigie de saint Nicolas date de la premiére moitié du x1° siecle (Leu 20 :
18-07-2022, # 3159) et celui de Nicéphore, dont Iétat de conservation
du sceau, a leffigie en pied de saint Procope et datable du milieu du
XI° siecle, ne permet pas de connaitre la dignité, mais qui cumulait les
charges de grand chartulaire du stratiétikon et d’ek prosépou des trou-
peaux (Hirsch 271 : 17-02-2011, # 2714).

Une autre fonction, celle d’épi ton agélon, nest attestée que par un
sceau inédit, datable du x1° siecle, a leffigie de saint Nicolas et dévolue
a Nicéphore, protospathaire épi tou Chrysotriklinou et épi ton agélon
(DO BZS.1958.106.4124). La dignité suggere que Nicéphore noccupait
pas une charge subalterne. Ce pourrait étre [équivalent du logothete.

Selon le modele de beaucoup de sékréta, sinon tous, les activités
du bureau des troupeaux étaient financées par des biens du fisc, ad-
ministrés par les divers épiskeptitai du service. Le logothete travaillait
en collaboration avec le comte de I'Etable, puisque le logothete était
en charge des troupeaux dans les fermes de Phrygie et d’Asie, deux
provinces qui fournissaient traditionnellement des chevaux pour la
cavalerie. Ces élevages sont attestés depuis [époque homérique et les
institutions byzantines ont pris la suite de celles de lempire romain,
sans discontinuité.

Larmée byzantine se devait détre trés mobile, surtout apres lessor
du califat, car ses troupes, en infériorité numérique, devaient pouvoir
étre promptement réunies pour se porter sur la frontiere menacée.
Lorsque les grands raids ennemis perdirent de leur vigueur, la cavale-
rie ne fut pas moins engagée, car elle permettait des contre-attaques en
profondeur dans le territoire ennemi. Les soldats des themes, lorsqu’ils
étaient convoqués, devaient venir au point de rassemblement avec au
moins un cheval, car méme l'infanterie se déplagait parfois a cheval.
Certains soldats, les plus riches, qui combattaient a cheval, venaient
avec des serviteurs et des montures de rechange. Tous ces hommes ne
séquipaient pas dans les étables du logothete des troupeaux. Ce der-
nier fournissait les chevaux des régiments de la garde et des tagmata
de cavalerie, cest-a-dire les troupes délite de 'Empire. Il avait donc
une fonction majeure au sein de I'armée, qui ne devait jamais manquer
de montures adéquates. Une preuve indirecte de ce role stratégique
est donnée par lempereur Alexis Comnéne, a un moment ou I'Asie
Mineure occidentale est submergée par les tribus turques. Lempereur
a donc perdu les haras d’Asie et de Phrygie et demande au comte de
Flandre, vers 1089-1090, non seulement des secours en hommes pour
sauver ce qui reste des possessions byzantines en Asie Mineure, mais
il réclame aussi des montures dont il a désespérément besoin. Il obtint
cinq cents cavaliers délite et cent cinquante destriers supplémentaires
(Anne Comnene 2001, 221-222 : VIL.7.4).

Il est probable que le logothéte des troupeaux fournissait aus-
si des montures pour le bureau du drome, qui devait livrer des che-
vaux frais aux messagers de la poste et aux ambassadeurs étrangers
qui fréquentaient les relais officiels lorsqu’ils voyageaient par voie
terrestre. Cela expliquerait qu'un fonctionnaire des dyeA@v cumulait
parfois sa charge avec un poste au sein du drome, comme ce fut le cas
du logothete Sisinnios et du chartulaire des troupeaux et du drome,
Constantin (Laurent 1981, #450). On peut se demander s’ils furent les
seuls a étre partie prenante dans deux services ou la disponibilité des
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2 Seibt 2011, # 5, daté du dernier tiers
du VIII® siécle; un exemplaire paralléle
en moins bon état est conservé a DO
(BZS.1958.106.5479) et un troisiéme
a été proposé a la vente Leu 26 :12-07-
2023, # 5847.

3 Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1376a et
1376b (aujourd’hui DO BZS.1955.1.4478
et BZS.1951-31.5.1176). Un troi-
sieme exemplaire est inédit (DO
BZS.1955.31.5.614). Un autre exemplaire
appartenait a l'ancienne collection Seyrig
(Cheynet et al. 1991, # 84).

* Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1390a et 1390b
et lexistence d’'un troisieme exemplaire
est signalé. Deux des exemplaires sont
aujourd’hui @ DO : BZS.1958.106.320 et
BZS.1955.1.4512.

5Le nom est mal conservé, mais la
piéce paralléle autorise la restitution.

® Le nom est incomplet, mais la piéce
parallele permet de trancher..

"Le sceau nest plus identifiable au-
jourdhui et le premier éditeur, G.
Schlumberger, na pas donné de dessin.
Cependant, la description du sceau in-
vite a le dater, comme V. Laurent, du
tournant des vir® et 1x° siecles, dautant
que cest le moment ou dautres logo-
theétes des troupeaux ont obtenu seule-
ment la modeste dignité de spathaire.

8 Laurent laisse entendre qu’il existe
un exemplaire de l'ancienne collection
Zacos, en plus de celui de DO qu’il cite
(BZS.1958.106.1720). La comparaison
des photos montre qu’il s'agit de la méme
bulle.

chevaux importait particulierement. Plusieurs sceaux de chartulaires,
en effet, sont illustrés par des chevaux sans cavalier, iconographie
rare. Le plus bel exemplaire appartient au sceau de Gennadios dont
le graveur a dessiné avec la plus grande finesse une paire de chevaux®.
Constantin, illoustrios, a laissé plusieurs bulles dont le revers porte un
cheval surmonté d'un monogramme de chartulaire, suggerant ainsi
que cette fonction était liée aux chevaux®. Dautres représentations de
chevaux assez proches sont gravées sur des plombs appartenant non
plus a des chartulaires mais a des dignitaires, par exemple ceux de
Théodore, stratélatés (Sol 1 : 16-10-2021, # 329), de Constantin, apo
hypaton (Leu 14 : 13-12-2020, # 1690), ou encore de Théophylacte qui
ne mentionne que son nom, mais dont le beau cheval quoon distingue
au droit de sa bulle invite a le rattacher a notre série’. Tous ces sceaux
datent du VII® siecle. Sont-ils 'indice d’'une réorganisation des sékréta
des troupeaux et du drome ?

La liste des logothetes des troupeaux sétablit ainsi. Une astérisque*
signale les logotheétes inconnus de R. Guilland et V. Laurent. Nous
donnons les reproductions de quelques-uns des sceaux qui ne figu-
raient pas dans le Corpus de Laurent.

- Scholastikos*, cubiculaire, logothete des troupeaux et du drome :
700-730, fig. 1 (G&M 293: 06-03-2023, # 757),

- Grégoire*, hypatos : 700-750 (Cheynet 2022, # 2.133, deux exem-
plaires),

- Sisinnios*, hypatos (?), logothete des troupeaux et du drome (?) :
700-750 (Zacos, Veglery 1972,#3179,aujourd’ hui DO BZS.1947.2.201),

— Sisinnios, logothéte des troupeaux et tourmarque : 700-750,
fig. 2 (Un exemplaire est conservé a DO : BZS.1951.31.5.2639),

Georges*, hypatos : 700-750, fig. 3 (Leu 26 : 12-07-2023, # 5860),

Pierre*, protospathaire : 750-800, fig. 4 (Aquila 7 : 04-12-2022,
#936),

- Apélateés*, patrice, protospathaire : 750-800, fig. 5 (Hirsch 249 :
07/10-02-2007, # 2364 ; Victoria 4 : 20/21-12-2022, # 906 ; N&N 21 :
09-09-2023, # 401 ; DO BZS.1947.2.999)°,

- Bardas*, protospathaire : 750-800 (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3082,
aujourd’hui DO BZS.1947.2.662),

- Procope, spathaire : 750-800 (Laurent 1981, # 580, a partir de
deux exemplaires : DO BZS.1951.31.5.1107 et collection Thierry 94),

- Théophylacte*, patrice : 775-825, fig. 6 (Bulgurlu - Ilashi 2003, #
19, 141% et GB, # SKU 9542),

- Basile, spathaire : vers 800 ? (Laurent 1981, # 579)’,

- Pétronas, spathaire : 800-850 (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2317 et
Laurent 1981, # 581)8,

- Antoine*, protospathaire (Bulgurlu 2021, # 21, 633), puis promu
patrice, et patrice anthypatos : 820-860 (Aquila 7 : 04-12-2022, # 935 ;
Leu 24: 05-12-2022, # 3625),

- Jean*, protospathaire :
#2253),

- N.*, patrice, protospathaire et logothéte du drome : 820-860, fig.
8 (Olympus 3 : 20-05-2023, # 954),

- Bardas, anthypatos, patrice, protospathaire, domestique des
Scholes et logotheéte des troupeaux : ca. 855, fig. 9 (Bucephalus 6 : 12-
06-2022, # 841),

- Marianos a laissé deux bulles différentes : (a) magistre, anthypa-

820-860, fig. 7 (Leu 11 : 23-02-2020,
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tos, patrice, protospathaire impérial et grand domestique : fig. 10
(Laurent 1981, # 582, aujourd’hui collection Thierry 86) ; (b) magistre,
anthypatos, patrice, protospathaire impérial, grand domestique, lo-
gothete des troupeaux et catépan de Macédoine (?) : fig. 11 (Zacos,
Nesbitt 1985, # 225, aujourd’hui Zacos BnF 4018)° (a partir de 867
pour les deux bulles),

- Constantin, protospathaire : 850-900 (Laurent 1981, # 582, au-
jourd’hui DO BZS.1947.2.379; cf. PmbZ, # 3959),

- Anastase, primicier, protospathaire : 870-900 (Laurent 1981, #
584)10,

— Etienne*, patrice, protospathaire : 870-900, fig. 12 (Naumann 75
:03-03-2019, # 883),

- Léon*, protospathaire : 880-920, fig. 13 (Biga 9: 24-04-2022,
# 878; Olympus 2: 02-04-2023, # 691),

- Constantin, protospathaire épi tou Chrysotriklinou : 950-1000
(Laurent 1981, # 585),

— Gregoras, protospathaire : 950-1000 (Laurent 1981, # 586)"%,

— Basile, magistre : 973-975 ? (Seibt 2011, # 15),

- Bardas*, anthypatos, patrice, protospathaire : 950-975 (Laurent
1981, # 588, aujourd’hui Institut francais détudes byzantines — IFEB
486),

- Romain, patrice, sébastophore (950-975) (fig. 14)",

— Michel, anthypatos, patrice, protospathaire : 950-1000 (Laurent
1981, # 589, aujourd’hui DO BZS.1951.31.5.1403),
- Christophore*, patrice, vestarque

BZS.1958.106.1735, inédit)",

- Constantin Monomaque*, protospathaire :
Zarnitz 1997, # 1.2.9)%,

- ..zotes*, proedre, logothéte des troupeaux et domestique des
Scholes d'Orient : 1028-1037, fig. 15 (Wassiliou-Seibt, Seibt 2004, #
246 et Balkan 2 : 03-02-2022, # 528)",

- Nicolas*, proedre : 1060-1080, fig.16 (Naumann 71 : 04-11-2018,
# 699, aujourd’hui collection privée),

- Constantin Cérulaire*, protoproedre®.

1000-1040 (DO

1025-1028 (Seibt,

La liste des logothetes des troupeaux connus sest donc consi-
dérablement allongée depuis [époque de R. Guilland et V. Laurent, no-
tamment pour les viir et X1¢ siecles. Elle sarréte avant le regne d’Alexis
Comnene. Cela se justifie parfaitement, puisque les ressources du lo-
gothete étaient concentrées dans 'Asie Mineure occidentale. Or cette
région passait progressivement aux mains démirs turcs, eux aussi ama-
teurs de chevaux. On note que peu de fonctionnaires des agélon ont
laissé des sceaux dans la partie européenne de 'Empire. Le Corpus de
Bulgarie, qui regroupe plus de 3200 bulles, ne releve aucun logothete,
seulement deux ek prosépou des agélon. Leunuque Basile, ostiaire,
asekretis, dont six sceaux furent retrouvés, exerca ses talents dans
le dernier tiers du x¢ siecle, soit lors de la grande campagne de Jean
Tzimiskes contre les Russes en Bulgarie, soit lors des expéditions des
généraux de Basile II (Jordanov 2009, # 866-871). Le protospathaire
Nicétas Chalkoutzes est plus jeune d’'un demi-siecle environ (Jordanov
2009, # 872 ; Laurent 1981, # 591 ; Paris, Zacos BnF 83, exemplaire
inédit, mieux conservé). Sous les Comneénes et leurs successeurs, nous
navons plus de sceaux de ce bureau des agélon. R. Guilland, qui a com-

?La derniere ligne de la légende est
difficile & interpréter, bien que toutes
les lettres soient nettement gravées :
T,MASA,. 1l faut admettre une bévue du
graveur qui aura écrit un 1 au lieu d’un
M : 1(flg) Ma(kar)d(oviag). Mais cela
reste une hypothése.

0 Te sceau ma pas été retrouvé a
Istanbul.

1 La bulle est connue en deux exem-
plaires, 'un a DO (BZS.1947.2.380),
lautre au Musée numismatique
d’Athénes.

2 Le sceau nma pas été retrouvé 2
Istanbul.

13 Laurent 1981, # 587 et Sokolova
1993, 108. Romain est le logothete dont
on a conservé le plus de sceaux : DO
BZS.1951.31.5.2033 et BZS.1955.1.283 ;
un exemplaire est conservé au Musée de
Cherson (Crimée) et deux autres ont été
proposés lors de ventes aux enchéres :
Naumann 55 : 02-07-2017, # 808 et
Naumann 82 : 06-10-2019, un des sceaux
dulot 1138.

14 Le sceau est en mauvaise condition,
mais la lecture est assurée car le nom lo-
gotheéte est suivi de l'article au génitif plu-
riel qui convient seulement au logothete
des troupeaux.

15 La bulle provient de la vente Hirsch
173 :05-1992, # 1426.

16 Ta date proposée est celle des édi-
teurs. La fourchette de dates peut étre
élargie, car nous ignorons par exemple
la liste complete des domestiques des
Scholes sous Constantin Monomaque.
Le nom du domestique est perdu et mal-
heureusement la piéce paralléle, propo-
sée dans la vente Balkan Imperium, est
elle aussi frappée sur un flan trop petit
qui a laissé hors champ le début de la 1¢é-
gende.

17 Sur la carriere de Constantin, cf.
Wassiliou-Seibt 2011, 147 et Wassiliou-
Seibt 2018. Derniére édition, Cheynet
2022, # 3.134. Deux nouveaux exem-
plaires de cette bulle sont connus
(Obolos 13 : 02-07-2019, # 747 et G&M
208:16/17-10-2012, # 2613).
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18 Toutes les références sont données
dans Seibt 1978, 122-125, # 34.

pilé les mentions de logothétes, connait un vide sous les Comnenes
qui nont peut-étre pas conservé ce service, mais reprend sa liste sous
les Lascarides de Nicée, sans que l'on sache s'il sagit d'un vrai poste ou
seulement d’un titre honorifique.

N. Oikonomides considérait que le logothéte des troupeaux était
attesté depuis le 1x° siecle, mais les sceaux permettent de reculer cette
date d’un siecle. Il sera difficile de remonter davantage dans le temps
la création de cette charge car ce fonctionnaire est rarement cité dans
les sources et de plus, avant 700, les légendes des sceaux de laics sont
rarement développées au-dela du nom et d'une dignité. Ce constat est
le méme pour les bulles des logothétes du génikon dont nous avons
conservé de nombreux plombs, celles antérieures a 700 sont rares.
Il nest donc pas impossible que le logothete des troupeaux soit bien
I'héritier direct du praepositus gregum (Oikonomides 1972, 338). Une
bulle pourrait attester I'ancienneté de ce service, celle du chartulaire
Gennadios, mentionnée plus haut. Mais il peut aussi sagir d’'un fonc-
tionnaire du drome. Ce pourrait étre une facon élégante dexprimer
son appartenance aux deux services, comme le logothéte Sisinnios qui
exerca sa double charge a une époque assez proche. Le sceau du char-
tulaire peut étre daté de Iépoque de Justinien II, qui témoigne d’un
renouveau de l'art de la gravure.

On sest souvent posé la question de savoir si le logothete des trou-
peaux appartenait a 'administration civile ou militaire. Le classement
parmi les stratarques dans le Clétorologe de Philothée inviterait a le
compter au nombre des militaires, mais les fonctionnaires de son bu-
reau semblent tous relever d'une hiérarchie civile. Cependant, lors-
quil est possible de tracer le profil de carriere du logotheéte, on peut
les classer dans les deux catégories, selon qu’ils ont effectué un cursus
honorum civil ou ont exercé des charges militaires. Dans les cas les
mieux documentés, des hypothéses sur les raisons de leur nomination
peuvent étre avancées.

Quels sont les logothétes bien attestés par d’autres sources? Quatre
personnages se distinguent par la solidité de leur identification. Le
premier est loncle de Michel III, Bardas, qui cumula sa charge avec
celle de domestique des Scholes et le second, le magistre Marianos, est
le frere de lempereur Basile I¢, ce qui justifie la dignité tres élevée qui
lui est attribuée. Il cumule aussi sa charge de logothete avec celle de
domestique des Scholes, poste auquel le nouvel empereur l'avait nom-
mé, reprenant la combinaison des fonctions déja exercées par Bardas®.

Le troisieme, Constantin Monomaque, nest autre que le futur
empereur, dont la famille bénéficia de la faveur des Macédoniens, en
particulier de Basile II ou de Constantin VIII. Les éditeurs de la bulle
rappellent que Constantin, étant apparenté a Romain III Argyre, fut
promu patrice lorsque ce dernier devint empereur en 1028. Le dernier
logothéte, lui aussi nommé Constantin, était le neveu du patriarche
Michel Cérulaire. Grace a lappui des empereurs Constantin X et
Michel VII Doukas auxquels il était apparenté, il obtint les plus hauts
postes de 'administration civile.

A ces identifications assurées, on peut ajouter un rapprochement
probable, celui du sébastophore et patrice Romain. Son sceau date
du dernier tiers du x¢ siécle. La charge de sébastophore, créée entre
963 et 975, fut surtout exercée par des eunuques (Oikonomides 1972,
308). Or, a ce moment précis nous connaissons un patrice eunuque,
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nommé Romain, il s'agit du petit-fils de lempereur Romain Lécapéne,
qui fut castré lorsque son oncle par alliance, Constantin VII, reprit
le pouvoir effectif. Lautre oncle de Romain, Basile Lécapeéne, lui aus-
si eunuque, fut nommé proedre du Sénat par Nicéphore Phocas. On
peut alors imaginer que Romain, autre descendant de lempereur
Romain Lécapeéne, regut, de la part du méme empereur ou de son suc-
cesseur Jean Tzimiskes, la nouvelle charge de sébastophore, qui, dans
le Taktikon de I'Escorial, vient juste apés celle de proedre et avant la
classe des magistres (Oikonomides 1972, 263).

On peut se demander quel Basile, magistre, a pu devenir logothete
des troupeaux. La dignité est trés élevée au x¢ siecle, celle que porte au
mieux le domestique des Scholes. On pense au parakoimomeéne, dont
on na aucune mention comme magistre, mais cette dignité a pu lui étre
accordée, sans doute par Constantin VII. En 963, il devint proedre. La
date du sceau du logothete Basile est tout a fait compatible avec cette
chronologie. Le droit de son sceau, monogramme du nom cantonné
de la dignité, affiche la méme présentation que celui de la bulle du lo-
gothete du génikon, Paul Monomaque, dont tant dexemplaires ont été
découverts en Bulgarie (Jordanov 2009, # 866-871). Basile Lécapéne fut
écarté de sa charge de parakoimomene par Romain IT au profit de Joseph
Bringas. Aurait-il recu cette charge a titre de compensation ? Toutefois
en 963, au moment de la rébellion, Basile était a Constantinople et les
chroniqueurs ne mentionnent a cette date aucune fonction'. Il faut
chercher un autre Basile. On suivra donc W. Seibt lorsqu’il évoque la
possibilité d’identifier ce sigillant au recteur et logothete du génikon,
méme si ce Basile ne fait pas mention sur ce sceau de son titre de rec-
teur. Car le droit du sceau du logothete des troupeaux est illustré d’une
croix d’un type trés proche de celle gravée sur le sceau du recteur. On
admettra alors qu'un fonctionnaire n'inscrivait pas systématiquement
sur sa bulle lensemble de ses charges et dignités. Une seule conclusion
simpose, Basile était bien un proche du pouvoir.

Dans le commentaire de son sceau, V. Laurent a aussi émis I'hy-
pothese que le logothete Constantin du 1x¢ siecle serait a identifier a
Constantin, surnommé Maniakes, personnage de premiére impor-
tance sous les régnes de Théophile et Michel III, mais ce rapproche-
ment est difficile a justifier, le prénom de Constantin et la dignité de
protospathaire étant d'une assez grande banalité.

Quelques noms de logotheétes, assez peu fréquents, suggérent que
certains dentre eux poursuivirent une carriére militaire. Sisinnios, le
plus ancien logothete attesté, était, si la lecture du sceau est exacte, en
méme temps tourmarque, sans doute des Thracésiens® ; un Apélates,
a peu pres contemporain du nétre, fut stratege des Karabisianoi (der-
nieres éditions : Charalampakis 2021, 550; Cheynet 2022, # 3.120); un
autre ou le méme fut domestique des Scholes (Bulgurlu 2021, n° 18).
Antoine est un nom rare chez les laics. Lun de ceux relevés dans la
PmbZ fut protostrator, ce qui dans sa carriere se combinerait bien
avec la charge de logothéte des troupeaux, d’autant que les éditeurs du
sceau témoignant de cette fonction le datent de la premiére moitié du
IX° siécle, mais en fait cette bulle pourrait étre un peu plus ancienne
(Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1419). Lidentité du patrice Théophylacte
reste mystérieuse, mais il a regu une dignité remarquable en ce temps
pour cette fonction. On pense a Théophylacte Rhangabé, soit le pere
du futur empereur Michel I%, soit le fils de ce dernier et petit-fils de

1 Pour un résumé de la carriére de
Basile, cf. PmbZ, # 20925.

2% Un Sisinnios, patrice et stratége des
Thracésiens, se porta au secours de son
cousin Constantin V menacé par la ré-
bellion d’Artavasde (PmbZ, # 6753).
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2 Le stratege des Thracésiens,
Symbatios, était le gendre du césar
Bardas, que Basile avait fait assassiner.
Symbatios sassocia a un autre stra-
tege, le patrice Péganés, qui comman-
dait IOpsikion (Skylitzes 1973, 134).

Nicéphore I*. Son grand-peére lui aurait-il confié le soin de renforcer la
cavalerie de I'armée qu'il allait conduire en Bulgarie ? Si Théophylacte
était né en 791, il aurait été bien jeune encore. En revanche le premier
nommé, devenu le beau-pere de Prokopia, [épouse du futur empereur
Michel, entrait dans la famille impériale, ce qui lui a stirement facilité
Pacces aux plus hauts honneurs (PmbZ, # 8294).

Le logothete des troupeaux, pourtant cité en dernier parmi les
logothetes dans les listes de préséance, fut cependant, & quelques ex-
ceptions pres, un personnage considérable, comme en témoignent les
dignités qui lui furent conférées au cours des siécles. La dignité d’hypa-
tos que portent Grégoire et Sisinnios peut sembler modeste, mais les
logothétes du génikon contemporains ne jouissent pas toujours d'un
rang supérieur (Laurent 1981, # 274, 279, 280). Ensuite, durant un
siecle, les dignités qui séchelonnent du simple spathaire a l'illustre pa-
trice, dignité a cette date réservée aux strateges des plus grands themes,
montrent une adaptation aux circonstances et un certain respect des
dignités prévues dans les Taktika conservés.

Selon les besoins de I'armée, lempereur a confié le poste a un fonc-
tionnaire assez modeste, titré spathaire, ou au contraire a I'un des per-
sonnages de I'Etat les plus en vue, titré patrice. Excepté le cas dApéla-
tés, on ne peut rapprocher aucun de ces logothétes, simples spathaires,
d’un militaire ou d’un civil connu par ailleurs. Ensuite, la dignité habi-
tuellement attribuée est celle de protospathaire jusquau milieu du x*
siecle, sauf de rares exceptions. Puis la dignité de référence devient le
patriciat. Enfin au cours du x1° siecle, les dignités subissant le phéno-
mene de dévaluation, le dernier logothete connu, antérieur a 1081, fut
promu protoproédre. En conclusion, le logothéte des troupeaux na pas
été moins bien traité que les autres logothetes.

Les logothetes des troupeaux viennent indifféremment du monde
civil ou du milieu militaire, quoique la répartition se modifie sans
doute au cours des siécles. Jusquau x© siécle, la charge semble plutot
confiée a un officier. Au x1° siécle, cest le contraire.

Trois logothétes ont cumulé leur charge avec celle de domestique
des Scholes. Ce poste a donc été jugé stratégique a plusieurs reprises.
Trois cas sont tres significatifs, ceux de Bardas, de Marianos et de
Constantin Cérulaire. Bardas était le vrai maitre de 'Empire, a coté
de sa sceur I'impératrice Théodora, puis de son neveu Michel, mais
il était entouré de rivaux, qui finalement causerent sa perte. Basile I,
qui arriva au pouvoir apres l'assassinat de son prédécesseur, Michel I11,
avait certes l'appui de la coterie qu’il avait précédemment constituée,
mais sentait sa position tres fragile. Pour cette raison, il promut son
frere Marianos domestique des Scholes pour controler 'armée, et de
plus jugea indispensable de lui confier la gestion des haras impériaux
d’Asie Mineure. Le nouvel empereur se heurta précisément a des ré-
bellions dans le théme des Thracésiens, 1a ou se trouvaient les haras
impériaux®'. Basile manquait a ce point de fidéles stirs qu’il nomma
également Marianos catépan a la téte des troupes délite de Macédoine.

Le choix de Constantin Monomaque est moins facilement justifiable,
mais il est certain quapres les grandes rébellions de la fin du x° siecle, les
empereurs se méfiaient de laristocratie militaire anatolienne. De plus,
la famille des Monomagque et Constantin, en particulier, jouissaient de
la faveur de la famille macédonienne, puisque I'impératrice songea a ce
dernier lorsquelle décida de se remarier pour la troisieme fois.
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La nomination de Constantin Cérulaire semble incongrue, puisque
le neveu du patriarche avait exercé des fonctions judiciaires. Le choix
de lempereur Michel VII, ou sans doute de son conseiller le césar Jean
Doukas, peut sexpliquer si lon tient compte des liens qui unissaient les
Doukai et les Cérulaire. Le moment le plus pertinent pour cette nomi-
nation coinciderait avec le début de la guerre civile qui suivit la libé-
ration de Romain Diogene aprés Mantzikert. Une partie des troupes
d’Asie Mineure rallia lempereur déchu et la guerre se décida largement
par des combats de cavalerie. Il fallait donc assurer la remonte et, mani-
festement, le césar Doukas sappuyait préférentiellement sur sa parenté.
Il confia l'armée a ses fils Constantin et Andronic. Comme dans le cas
de Marianos, la charge de logothéte des troupeaux fut attribuée a un
parent de lempereur, ou du principal acteur de la guerre civile, dans le
cas de Cérulaire. Finalement, le premier critere de choix d'un logothéte
des troupeaux reposait sur la confiance que lui accordait lempereur. Le
logothete intervenait peu dans les combats, sauf lorsqu’il cumulait des
charges militaires, mais il contrdlait I'atout majeur pour remporter la
victoire, la qualité et le nombre des chevaux.

ABREVIATIONS

BnF : Bibliotheque nationale de France (Paris)

DO : Dumbarton Oaks (Washington, D.C.)

PmbZ : Prosopographie der mittel-byzantinischen Zeit, Nach Vorarbeiten F.
Winkelmanns. Erstellt von R.-J. Lilie, Cl. Ludwig, T. Pratsch, I. Rochow unter Mitarbeit
von W. Brandes, J. R. Martindale, B. Zielke. Berlin, New York 1998-2002 et 2013.

Cheynet et al. 1991 : J.-Cl. Cheynet, C.
Morrisson, W. Seibt. Les sceaux byz-
antins de la collection Henri Seyrig.
Paris 1991.

BIBLIOGRAPHIE

Anne Comnéne 2001 : Annae Comnenae
Alexias. Pars prior, Prolegomena et
textus, Ed. D. R. Reinach, A. Kambylis.

Berlin, New York 2001. Guilland 1971 : R. Guilland. Les log-

otheétes : études sur I'histoire adminis-
trative de 'Empire byzantin. - Revue
des études byzantines 29, 1971, 5-115.

Bulgurly 2021 : V. Bulgurlu. A selec-

tion of unpublished lead seals from the
Museum of Milet/Miletos, Turkey. —
Dans : O. Karagiorgou, P. Charalampakis,
C. Malatras (eds.). TAKTIKON.

Studies on the Prosopography and
Administration of the Byzantine the-
mata. Athénes 2021, 619-635.

Jordanov 2009 : L. Jordanov. Corpus of
Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. 3. Sofia
2009.

Laurent 1981 : V. Laurent. Le Corpus
des sceaux de lempire byzantin. 2.

Bulgurlu, Tlasl 2003 : V. Bulgurly, LAdministration centrale. Paris 1981.

A. Tlash. Seals of the Museum

of Afyon (Turkey). - Studies

in Byzantine Sigillography 8, 2003,
131-149.

Oikonomidés 1972 : N. Oikonomideés.
Les listes de préséance byzantines des
1X¢ et x¢siecles : introduction, texte,
traduction et commentaire. Paris 1972.

Charalampakis 2021 : P. Charalampakis. .11 197 : W, Seibt. Die byzantinischen

Towards a new prosopographic corpus
of the Kibyrraiotai: sources, methods,
benefits. — Dans : O. Karagiorgou,

P. Charalampakis, C. Malatras

(eds.). TAKTIKON. Studies on the
Prosopography and Administration of
the Byzantine themata. Athenes 2021,
515-600.

Cheynet 2022 : J.-ClL. Cheynet. Les
sceaux byzantins de la collection Savvas
Kofopoulos. 1. Paris 2022.

Bleisiegel in Osterreich. 1. Kaiserhof.
Vienne 1978.

Seibt 2011 : W. Seibt. Ein Blick in

die byzantinische Gesellschaft. Die
Bleisiegel im Museum August Kestner.
Hanovre 2011.

Seibt, Zarnitz 1997 : W. Seibt, M.-L.
Zarnitz. Das byzantinische Bleisiegel
als Kunstwerk: Katalog zur Austellung.
Vienne 1997.

Skylitzés 1973 : Toannes Scylitzes,
Synopsis historiarum. Ed. I. Thurn.
Berlin, New York 1973.

Sokolova 1993 : 1. V. Sokolova. Les
sceaux byzantins de Cherson. - Studies
in Byzantine Sigillography 3, 1993,
99-111.

Wassiliou-Seibt 2011 : A.-K. Wassiliou-
Seibt. Die Neffen des Patriarchen
Michael I. Kerullarios (1043-1058).
Ikonographie als Ausdrucksmittel der
Verwandtschaft. - Bulgaria Mediaevalis
2,2011, 107-116.

Wassiliou-Seibt 2018 : A.-K. Wassiliou-
Seibt. Nochmals zum cursus honorum
des Konstantinos, des Neffen des
Patriarchen Michael I. (Kerullarios). -
Zbornik Radova Vizantoloskog Instituta
55,2018, 65-80.

Wassiliou-Seibt, Seibt 2004 : A.-K.
Wassiliou-Seibt, W. Seibt. Die byzan-
tinischen Bleisiegel in Osterreich. 2.
Zentral und Provinzialverwaltung.
Vienne 2004.

Zacos, Nesbitt 1985 : G. Zacos.
Byzantine Lead Seals. Compiled by J. W.
Nesbitt. Berne 1985.

Zacos, Veglery 1972 : G. Zacos, A.
Veglery. Byzantine Lead Seals. 1. Bale
1972.



LE LOGOTHETE DES TROUPEAUX : UN FONCTIONNAIRE NEGLIGE

LISTE DES VENTES

Aquila : Aquila Numismatics - Fa. Online-Miinzhandel
Balkan : Balkan Imperium Art

Biga : Biga Numismatics

Bucephalus : Bucephalus Numismatic

GB : Gert Boersema, Hasselt, The Netherlands

G&M : Gorny & Mosch Giessener Miinzhandlung GmbH
Hirsch : Gerhard Hirsch Nachfolger

Leu : Leu Numismatik AG

N&N : N&N London LTD

Naumann : Numismatik Naumann GmbH

Obolos : Obolos Webauction - Nomos AG

Olympus : Olympus Numismatik UG

Sol : Sol Numismatik - Ofedia s.p

Victoria : Victoria Numismatics UG

JIororet Ha cTajgara:
emHa ¢1ab0 M3caenBaHa IIb>KHOCT

JKan-Knon IIEHE

Ot yeTupuTe HU U3BECTHM OT TaKTMKOHUTE JIOTOTETH, TO3M, KOITO
oTroBaps 3a cTagara (TOV dyeA®Vv), e B IMO-HUCIIECTOAIIA TO3MUIVS
crpsiMo octaHanuTe. Hocurennre Ha Tasm IIBXKHOCT He ca fobpe
[IO3HATH, TDHil KaTO PSAAKO OMBAT CIIOMEHaTM B MCTOPUYECKNTE
usBopu. MHoro mnoBedye wuHpopMauys fAaBaT CPPATUCTUIHUTE
IMaMeTHUIIYM, KaTo Ipe3 IOC/IefHUTEe fiBe JleCeTUIeTUA MHOXeCTBO
Oy/M1 Ha IOTOTETY CTaHaXa M3BECTHY 3a HayKata. [TyOnukyBanmar Tyk
CIUCBK OT 27 TOTOTETH, 3aCBUIETENICTBAHY MEX]y HadamoTo Ha VIII
u Kpas Ha XI B., TO3BO/IABA ]a HAIIPaBUM HAKOM M3BOAY 3a TEXHUA
aIMUHUCTpaTUBeH U obuiecTBeH mpodun. TsaxHarta mo3uius BBHB
BUCIIMS CEKTOP HA IIMBMIHATA afIMMHUCTPALINA He € HeIIPOMEH/IBaA.
B moBedero cmy4yamu, Te ca IOy4yaBaJaM Hall-BUCOKUTE TUTIM 3a
BpPEMETO CU, HO B OIpefie/ieHN IepuoAiM, KaTo HAIpuMep Npexofa
mexxay VIII n IX B., TMTINTE UM ca IO-CKPOMHM.

I IBbKHOCTTA Ha JIOTOTET Ha CTaZara e MOIIa ia O'bjje OCTUrHATa
B PaMKUTe Ha Kapuepa B UMBUIHATA AAMUHUCTPALUs, HO CHIO TAKA,
M0-4eCTO OTKOJIKOTO TPAJULMOHHO Ce IMpeAIoara, 1 B paMKUTe Ha
BIIEYaT/IsIBAllla BOEHHA Kapyepa, T'hil KaTo AB€ OT U3BECTHUTE HY JINIIA
ca 6w efHOBpPEMEHHO U JoMecTuny Ha cxomute. OOueCTBEHNAT
npodu1 Ha JIOTOTETUTe Ha CTafilaTa € ChIIO 4eCTO II'bTU O/1ecTsy,
B CIIy4aUTe KOraTo € BB3MOXKHO fa ObHaT MAEHTUPUIUpPAHU C
TMYHOCTM OT M3BOpUTE. MHOro OT TSAX ca 6WIM B MO-TOSIMA WU
I10-MaJIKa CTelleH JIaJleYH) 4IeHOBe Ha yIpaBjABallaTa 110 ChILOTO
BpeMe mmneparopcka dammnus. JIoroTeTsr Ha crajara e OWUI IO
HeOoOXOIMMOCT YOBEK, Ha KOTOTO IMIIEPAaTOP'BT MIMa JJOBEpHe, IOHEXe
OTroBapsi 3a CHaO/IsIBAaHETO Ha KOHE 32 apMUATA, KBETO KaBalepysTa
YecTo e UTpaefa pellaBalia poss.
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Fig. 1. Scholastikos, cubiculaire et logothete des troupeaux
et du drome

Fig. 3. Georges, hypatos

Fig. 5. Apélates, patrice, protospathaire

Fig. 7. Jean, protospathaire et logothéte troupeaux

Fig. 2. Sisinnios, logothéte des troupeaux et tourmarque (?)

Fig. 4. Pierre, protospathaire et logothéte des troupeaux

Fig. 6. Théophylacte patrice et logothéte des
troupeaux

Fig. 8. N. patrice, protospathaire et logothéte
des troupeaux
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Fig. 9. Bardas, anthypatos, patrice, protospathaire, domestique Fig. 10. Marianos, magistre, anthypatos, patrice, proto-
des Scholes et logothete des troupeaux spathaire, grand domestique et logothete des troupeaux
Fig. 11. Marianos, magistre, anthypatos, patrice, protospathaire, Fig. 12. Etienne, patrice, protospathaire et logothete
grand domestique, logothéte des troupeaux et catépan des troupeaux
de Macédoine (?)
Fig. 13. Léon, protospathaire et logothete des troupeaux Fig. 14. Romain, patrice, sébastophore et logothéte des troupeau
Fig. 15. N. proeédre, logothéte des troupeaux et domestique Fig. 16. Nicolas proedre et logothete

des Scholes d'Orient des troupeaux
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One of the many innovations brought to Rus by the Christianization
was the use of Byzantine sealing practices. Lead seals were not only used
to authenticate documents, but also to represent power, especially that
of a prince. In the 11™ century, many Russian princes still used Greek
inscriptions, but there was also a peculiar feature, which came from the
fact that the Russian princes usually had two names: a traditional non-
Christian name and a Christian, baptismal name. As a result, the ques-
tion of how these names were represented on seals arose; for a Christian
name, the presentation could not only be verbal but also visual through
a scene or a figure. The guessing of the owner’s name and identity on
such a seal became one of the subdivisions of Russian Sigillography. In
this article, we are going to introduce a new type of seal, which — unex-
pectedly - brings new insights into Russian and Bulgarian history.

Recently (prior to 2016), treasure hunters active in Belarus, near
the village of Cherstvyady, in Ushachi district of Vitebsk region, found
a seal, which is now kept in a private collection (fig. 1). Based on its
type, it can be estimated that the seal - whose diameter is 1.62 cm -
dates back to the 11™ c. The damage on the right edge of the obverse
(left edge of the reverse), caused by the strike, does not prevent the
inscription from being read.

The obverse shows the well-elaborated Annunciation scene within
a circular frame: on the left, the winged archangel Gabriel in a three-
quarter turn raises his right hand towards Mary standing on the right,
facing three-quarters to the left and slightly raising her arms towards
the archangel; at the bottom, between them, there is a vertical line with
bullets (the left leg of the Virgins throne?). At the top centre, between
the figures, remains of the inscription are visible: OX or even O|A (for
'O XaipeTiopdq). In the second line, probably: PA or rather I[P]A (as
a continuation of the upper line). In this case, the following it can be
seen to the left of the Virgin’s right shoulder (between the Virgin and
the archangel) - for a misspelled O Xau[p]att[topog].
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To the right of Mary, the remains of two letters are visible un-
der each other, probably T and A (this is either a continuation of
'O Xatpautiopdg - sic, or of -1a 00D - this may already mean that if the
second reading is correct, one would expect O KC ME to the left of the
archangel, in the missing part of the seal). The inscription on the ob-
verse is unusual for the Annunciation scene (see: Illangposckas 2019,
422-426, wn. 1-4).

On the reverse, there is a five-line inscription within a circular
frame: +OKE | .WZETA | .IHAPW | .ICOAA | BW = + O(e0t0)ke, [0]dle
Ta[Bp]nA Pwlot]ioBA&Pw - “+ Theotokos, save Gabriel Rostislav”.

Inline 4, judging by the place remaining for only one letter, it seems
that th ot were written in a ligature (9). In the name Rostislav, one can
see an error in the case (dative instead of accusative), which can be
explained both by a confusion in the cases after the verb cw(w, and
by an unsuccessful (but usual) change of the formula @cotoke for|Oet
“Theotokos help” (e.g., during the new rule of the prince). The spelling
of the name Rostislav is not recorded in Greek sources: omega, instead
of the expected omicron, could appear under the influence of the word
‘Pg. On the other hand, this spelling excludes the seal belonging to a
person from the South or West Slavic world, where this name had the
form “Rastislav”. A combination of the Christian and Slavic name of
a Russian prince in one Greek inscription is known from the seals of
Andreas-Vsevolod Yaroslavich (1030-1093), Merkourios-Vyacheslav
Yaroslavich (1036-1057), and Basileios-Vladimir Monomakh (1053-
1125) (Auamn 1970, 15-16, 168-170, # 14-22, Tabn. 2-3, 34-35; Sduun,
laripykos 1998a, 20-21, 114-115, # 15.2, 16a, 20a, 22a, Tabn. 1-2, 52-
53; Anum, lanipykos 2000, 286, # 15.3, 15.4, 18.2, 20.2; AAnun, laiigykos
2001, 181-182, # 16a.2, 18.3, 20.3, 206, ¢ur. 1; Aunn, laitgyxos 2003,
353, # 14a.1-2, ¢ur. 2; duun, latgykos 2005, 94, # 16a.2, 17.2, 18a,
puc. 2; Anun, langykos 2006, 80, # 20.4; Anun, laigykos 2008, 65,
# 16aa.1-2; Aptioxun 2011, 372, # 8; Aprioxun 2013, 95-96, # 1;
Andépos 2012, 175-193, 203-206, # 5-25).

There is no doubt that the owner of the seal bore two names: the
non-Christian name Rostislav and the Christian name Gabriel, and
therefore he chose for his seal the iconography of the Annunciation,
where one can see on the left the figure of of the archangel Gabriel.
Most of the Russian seals depicting the Annunciation are associ-
ated with Vsevolod-Gabriel (c. 1095/1103-1138), the eldest son of
Mstislav the Great (1076-1132) (Iawun 1970, 108-110, 193-194, #
133.1-6, 134.1-12, 135, 136.1-5, 137.1-13, Tabn. 13, 46-48; fuum,

Fig. 1. The seal of Gabriel-Rostislav
Vladimirovich.
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TaitnykoB 1998a, 43, 129-130, # 133.7-11, 134.13-20, 135.2, 136.7-8,
137.14-18, 137a, Tabn. 7, 68-71; SAuum, l[aiigykos 19986, 344, # 134.21-
22; Anwmn, Taitgykos 2000, 290-291, # 133.12-14, 134.23-24, 137.19,
1376, ¢ur. 10; Auun, Taitnykos 2001, 184, # 133.15, 137.20; uwuH,
Taitgyxos 2002, 161, # 133.16-18, 134.25-26, 137.21; fuun, laiigykos
2003, 356-357, # 134.27, 136.9, 137.22-24; Anwun, laiipykos 2004,
144, # 133.20, 134.28, 136.10, 137.25-27; Anun, laipykos 2005, 98,
# 137.28; Anumn, laiigykos 2006, 84, # 134.29-30, 137.29-31; Auun,
Taripykos 2008, 69, # 133.20-21, 134.31-32). Vsevolod-Gabriel had a
brother named Rostislav (c. 1107/1109-1167), but he bore the baptis-
mal name Michael (JIntBuna, Yenenckuit 2006, 600-601). The dating
of the specimen published in this paper to the 11" century, as well
as the combination of the names Rostislav and Gabriel, narrow the
circle of the seal’s possible owners to four princes named Rostislav:
1) Rostislav Vladimirovich of Tmutarakan (c. 1038-1067/8) (see IIBJI,
71-72 and Tartmmes 1995, 78, 83; Iammo 2004, 266-275; Uxanunse
2012, 361-262; Haszapenko, Kotmsp 2014, 686-687), son of Vladimir
Yaroslavich (1020-1052), and his little-known relatives: his cousins
once removed 2) Rostislav Mstislavich (d. 1093), the son of Mstislav
Izyaslavich of Novgorod (d. 1069), and 3) Rostislav Davydovich (d.
1120), the son of David Svyatoslavich of Chernigov (c. 1050-1123),
and, finally, 4) his second cousin Rostislav Vseslavich (c. 1070 - af-
ter 1130), the son of Vseslav Bryacheslavich of Polotsk (before 1044-
1101). Christian names remain still unknown for all of them. At the
same time, in the 11" century, Rostislav Vsevolodovich (d. 1093), the
son of Vsevolod Yaroslavich (1070-1093), and the aforementioned
Rostislav Mstislavich, the son of Mstislav Vladimirovich, both bore
the baptismal name Michael (JIntBuna, Ycrenckuii 2006, 599-601).

At first glance, the discovery of the seal in the territory of the Polotsk
Principality speaks in favour of Rostislav Vseslavich who, moreover,
may have been among the Polotsk princes exiled to Byzantium in 1129
(IICPI 11, 290-293). However, this identification is opposed by the fact
that all the early Polotsk princes, until Gleb Vseslavich of Minsk (1050-
1119) and St. Euphrosyne (1100/1104-1167/1173), were using seals not
with Greek, but exclusively with Slavonic inscriptions (Sunu 1970, 231-
232,234, # 121a, Tabn. 32, 75; aun, Taitnykos 1998a, 41, 127, # 121 1-K,
Tab11. 6, 66; Andépos 2013, 490; Ditnens 2014, 179, 186, dur. 7).

On the contrary, the Greek multi-line inscription is known on one
of the four types of seals of Izyaslav Yaroslavich of Kiev (1024-1078)
(Aunn 1970, 166-167, # 3, Tabi. 1, 33), but the seal of his son, Mstislav-
Theodore Izyaslavich of Novgorod, the father of Rostislav Mstislavich
(about whom nothing is known except the date of his death), is com-
pletely different from the type considered (Suun 1970, 208, # 214,
tabn. 19, 33; fAumn, laitgykos 2000, 294, # 214.3, ¢ur. 16; Suum,
Tasimykos 2001, 186, # 214.4). Greek multi-line inscriptions are also
present on the seals of the Chernigov Rurikids, including the father
of Rostislav Davydovich, David Svyatoslavich (SInun 1970, 20, 171, #
26-27,28.1-3, Tabn. 3, 36; AuuH, TanimykoB 1998a, 21-22, 115, # 26.2,
Tabn. 2, 53; Sduun, laiimykos 2005, 95, # 26.3; Anuw, Taiigykos 2007,
144, # 28.4; bynrakosa 2008, 320-321, # 39). However, we do not know
anything about Rostislav Davydovich’s activity or his possible connec-
tion to the Polotsk Principality. It is also important that the baptismal
name Gabriel is not known among the Chernigov princes at all.
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As can be seen, a number of pre-Mongol princes called Rostislav
bore the Christian name Mikhail, which was passed down to them,
apparently, also by inheritance. This name was definitely borne by
Rostislav Rurikovich (1172-1218) and his grandfather Rostislav
Mstislavich (c. 1107/1109-1167). This connection, obviously, prompt-
ed V. N. Tatishchev to the idea of giving the Christian name Mikhail
to Rostislav Vladimirovich, who ruled in Tmutarakan (Taruimes
1995, 78). Indeed, the name Mikhail was extremely popular among
the grandchildren of Yaroslav the Wise: it was used by Svyatopolk
Izyaslavich (1150-1113), Oleg Svyatoslavich (d. 1115) and Rostislav
Vsevolodovich (see above). However, the connection of the names
Rostislav and Mikhail should not be taken for granted: for example,
Rostislav Yaroslavich (d. 1153) bore the Christian name John.

In the case of Rostislav Vladimirovich, the connections with Polotsk
are clear, if he indeed ruled the neighbouring Chervensk cities before
moving to Tmutarakan (see: Tagmo 2004, 267-268). Greek inscrip-
tions on the seal are expected for him also as the ruler of Tmutarakan-
Tamatarcha in 1064-1067/8: they are also known for another “local”
Rurikid prince, Oleg-Michael Svyatoslavich (d. 1115) who, being
in the service of the Byzantines, was successively archon and doux
of Matracha and of all Chazaria, then archon and doux of Zekchia,
Matracha and of all Chazaria and, finally, archon of Matarcha, Zekchia
and of all Chazaria (Crenmanenxo 2013, 157-163; Uxanpse 2016, ¢ur.
11-15; Uxannase 2018, 11-14, 721-725, ¢ur. 1). Rostislav Vladimirovich
could also contact the Polotsk Principality from there, entering into an
alliance with its independent ruler Vseslav Bryacheslavich who, like
Rostislav, had been in conflict with the Yaroslavichs' “triumvirate”
since 1065.

Thus, the newly found seal most likely belongs to Rostislav
Vladimirovich of Tmutarakan and his Christian name was Gabriel,
not Mikhail, as previously assumed (see: /IntBuHa, Ycnenckuit 2006,
599; Hasapenko, Kotsip 2014, 686). Another fact speaks in favour
of the suggestion that he bore the Christian name Gabriel: it is gen-
erally recognized that this prince was born around 1038, since in
1067/8 he had at least three sons, and his father was born in 1020.
Meanwhile, the “Tale of Bygone Years” reports in a short entry under
1037/8 AD about the construction of the first Annunciation church in
Rus, built by Yaroslav the Wise on the Golden gates of Kiev: “Yaroslav
built the great citadel at Kiev, near which stands the Golden Gate. He
founded also the metropolitan Church of St. Sophia, the Church of
the Annunciation over the Golden Gate, and also the Monastery of
St. George and the convent of St. Irene” (IIBJI, 66; English translation
by Cross, Sherbowitz-Wetzor 1953, 137). Recent studies showed that
St. Sophia was consecrated in 1037, and the Annunciation church on
the Golden Gate was built around the same time (Bunorpazos 2024).
Emphasizing the role of the Archangel Gabriel in the chronicle - as
well as in the “Word on Law and Grace” by Hilarion (before 1051),
who also mentions this church - indicates the connection of its dedi-
cation with the baptismal name of Yaroslav’s heir. Similarly, shortly af-
ter the birth of Vsevolod-Gabriel in 1103, his father Mstislav the Great
founded the Annunciation church near Novgorod (IICPJI I1I, 19, 203).

However, where did the Rurikids take the Christian name Gabriel
from? In Byzantium, there were no significant bearers of this name
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The present article focuses on the prosopography and administration
of the Eastern border of Byzantium, and particularly the thema of the
Armeniakoi, as well as on the so-called Armeni(a)ka Themata (fig.
1). The authors publish, for the first time, fifteen lead seals and re-
publish another specimen, from collections of Museums in Germany
and Turkey. Six of these specimens are kept in the Corum Museum,
four in the Amasya Museum, four in the Staatliche Miinzsammlung
Miinchen, and two in the Museum of Anatolian Civilisations in
Ankara.' The first thirteen seals are presented in chronological order
in the main article, while the other three specimens are presented in
the Appendix.

1. Paulos, patrikios and strategos of the Armeniakoi (last third
of the 7" ¢.)

Present location: Amasya Museum (inv. A-2014-25) (fig. 2a-b).

Provenance: Ardiglar village / Amasya (found and donated by
Rahmi Bakir / Amasya, 14.01.2014).

D: 24 mm. Th: 4 mm. W: 11.67 gr.

Unpublished.

No parallels.

Obverse: Block monogram: TTAVAW); around the monogram,
between two concentric lines of dots, circular inscription: [...] C
AOVI.]

[K(Vpt)e or O(eoto)ke Porfet T®] 0@ S00[Aw] MavAw

Reverse: Inscription in five lines (four visible); below, there is a
cross, with fleurons springing at its base:

..... |.IGSCTP|..HTWTWN|APMENI|AKWN

[matpik]iw (kai) otp[at]nyd® T@V Appeviakdv

Lord (or Theotokos) aid your servant Paulos, patrikios and strat-
egos of the Armeniakoi!
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Fig. 1. The Asia Minor themata, including the area of the Armeniakoi.

Comment: So far, there was only one known strategos of the
Armeniakoi named Paulos. That Paulos, mentioned in Theophanes’
chronicle, was among the Byzantine soldiers who were captured by the
Arabs during the battle alongside the Melas river — today Manavgat ¢ay1
- in 759 (Theophanes 1883, 431.3-5: “kal (oi Apafeg) émeotpdtevoay
v Pwpaviav kai fxparotevoay moAAobg, kai IadAov Tov opatnyov
TOV Appeviak®v Tolepnoavteg eig tOv Mélav dveilov mAnBovg
otpatod..”). This Paulos may or may not have been the same with
Paulos, imperial spatharios and doux of the Armeniakoi, whose se-
als are dated by the editors (DOS 4, # 22.12-13) in the 8"-9" ¢. and
which could be indeed dated around the third quarter of the 8" c.:
see, for example, the distance of the B from the centre of the monog-
ram; it is in this period that the B started to not touch or be close to
the centre. If, however, the two homonyms are identified, then Paulos’
career as a doux should not be placed long before his death (759), be-
cause of stylistic and epigraphic criteria for the seals. His promotion
from doux to strategos, therefore, must have taken place shortly before
his death, although it is impossible to know when precisely. (See also:
Blvoidov et al. 1998, 374, # 7 and 380, note 12; Ibn Wadih = al-Yaqubi,

Fig. 2a-b. Seal of Paulos, strategos
of the Armeniakoi: Amasya Museum,
inv. A-2014-25 (here, # 1).
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in: Brooks 1900, 733, as well as: Lilie 1976, 170; Winkelmann 1985,
80; Rochov 1991, 175. On Melas river, see: Ruge 1931, 440, # 20; Hild,
Restle 1981, 233).

The seal of Paulos presented here, though, is much earlier: the
block monogram, as well as the lettering, point to the 7" century. In
this respect, this Paulos must have been among the earliest strategoi of
the thema of the Armeniakoi (on the origins of the Armeniakoi, see
Preiser-Kapeller 2001; 2004). The other three known strategoi from the
7' c. are: 1) Saborios, patrikios (667-668) (Theophanes 1883, 348; Bar
Hebraeus transl. 1932, 100-101, where the indicated year is 666; Michael
Syros transl. 1901, 451. See also: PmbZ, # 6476; BAvaidov et al. 1998,
373, # 1; Dédéyan 2019, 344-435). In @e6dwpog Zkovtapiwtng (1894,
111), Saborios is mentioned as strategos of Armenian origin, who had
claimed the rulership of the East. There is probably a misunderstan-
ding, given that Saborios was, according to other sources, strategos of
the Armeniakoi, a military command in Eastern Asia Minor. In the
Chronicle of A.D. 1234 (Palmer 1993, 189, 192), which was based on the
chronography of Dionysius of Tel Mahre, Saborios is simply mentioned
as strategos, without any geographical indication. In Agapios (transl.
1912, 488-489/228-229), there is neither title not office mentioned);
2) an Anonymous, apo hypaton patrikios (last third of the 7" c.) (BnF
Zacos 6158 — ex G. Zacos collection. Ed. Coxonosa 1981, 111-112, plate
Vr [8™ c.]; Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3216 [second half of the 7" c.]), as well
as: 3) Konstantinos, patrikios (late 7 - early 8" c.) (see below, # 2). This
short list of 7" c. strategoi of the Armeniakoi known through seals offers
new evidence in the topic (Dédéyan 2019, 342, wrote that there are no
seals mentioning the name Armeniakoi before 717-718).

No other parallel or similar seal of Paulos is known; the fact that
this is his only seal that has survived makes this specimen unique. It is
also important to note the location where Paulos’ seal was discovered:
in a village named Ardiglar, located approximately 16 km Southeast of
Amasya.

The first reported Arab attack in the area of the thema of the
Armeniakoi targeted Trebizond in 654. This military operation end-
ed with the fall and, consequently, the looting of the city. Since then,
the Arabs were frequently looting the area. The first reported battle
in the territory of the Armeniakoi took place in 698, when the thema
was successfully defended by the border army. In the immediate after-
math of the battle, the troops of the Armeniakoi harassed the invading
Arabs as much as possible during their withdrawal. Paulos may have
participated in this battle, or at least he was active in that period.

2. Konstantinos, patrikios and strategos of the Armeniakoi (late
7% — early 8% c.)

Present location: Amasya Museum (inv. A 75.12.35) (fig. 3a-b).

Provenance: Amasya (purchased from Kadir Ciiceoglu / Amasya,
22.05.1975).

D: 28 mm. Th: 5 mm. W: 15.79 gr.

Unpublished.

No parallels.

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent type V),
with inscription in the quarters: (@gotoke pondet) T® 0@ SovAw; bor-
der of dots.
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Fig. 3a-b. Seal of Konstantinos,
strategos of the Armeniakoi: Amasya
Museum, inv. A 75.12.35 (here, # 2).

Reverse: Inscription in six lines:

KWNCTA|NTINWAT|PIKIWSCTPA| THIWTWN|APMEN. | AKWN

Kwvotavtivw matpikio (kail) otpatny®d t@v Appev(i]akdv

Theotokos, aid your servant Konstantinos, patrikios and strategos
of the Armeniakoi!

It is possible that this Konstantinos was the issuer of another seal
also presenting him as patrikios and strategos of the Armeniakoi and
dated ca. 700-725 (CNG: 564, 19.06.2024, # 726). Judging, however,
by the frequency with which the strategoi of the Armeniakoi were de-
posed of or replaced, it cannot be excluded that this second specimen
belonged to a homonym.

3. Theodoros (Kamoulianos), patrikios and strategos of the
Armeniakoi (last quarter of the 8" c.; probably 792)

Present location: Corum Museum (inv. 137) (fig. 4a-b).

Provenance: Bayat/Corum (purchase, 2016).

D: 22 mm. Th: 4 mm. W: 10.25 gr.

Unpublished.

No parallels.

Similar specimens (different boulloterion): 1: unknown present
location - ex Zacos collection. Ed. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3196; 2:
Hermitage M-8028. Ed. JIuxaues 1991, table 59, # 11.

Fig. 4a-b. Seal of Theodoros
(Kamoulianos), strategos of the
Armeniakoi: Corum Museum, inv. 137
(here, # 3).

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (either Laurent type V
or Laurent type II / Zacos - Veglery type LI, which was used in his
other boulloterion - see similar specimens), with inscription in the
quarters: (@eotoke Pondet) T® 0@ SovAw

Reverse: Inscription in five lines (four visible):

[..]JAWPWL...]| [ JIKHWSL..]|[.JATHTW[.]|APMEN

[+ Oeo]dwpw [matp]ikiw (kai) [otplatny® [T(@V)] Appev(tak®dv)
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Theotokos, aid your servant Theodoros, patrikios and strategos of
the Armeniakoi!

Comment: Findspot: Regarding the possible findspot of the speci-
men presented in this paper, it must be noted that Bayat is located 83
km West of Corum and 168 km West of Amasya. The distance be-
tween Corum and Amasya is 92.3 km. It is important to note that the
second specimen (today at the Hermitage) was allegedly discovered in
Sinop. Both areas fall within the territory (at that time) of the thema
of the Armeniakoi. The third specimen, from the ex Zacos collection,
perhaps was found in Constantinople.

Identification: It is very likely that the owner of this seal is iden-
tified with Theodoros, who was known as Kamoulianos (PmbZ,
# 7610; BAvoidov et al. 1998, 376, # 16 and also, 375, # 10, 12-13),
probably because of his origin from Kamoulianai (KapovAwavai;
Kapovhtava), possibly modern Kemer, located approximately 20 km
North of Kaisareia — modern Kayseri —, in Cappadocia. In the 10™ cen-
tury, Kamoulianai may have been identical to Kymbalaios, a tourma
of the thema of Charsianon, located on the Byzantine road leading
from Kaisareia to Tabia, which crossed the Halys at the Cappadocian
Cokgoz Kopriisii (Zgusta 1984, 218-220; Hild 1977, 117; Hild, Restle
1981, 197-198; Kazhdan 1991, 1099).

Constantine VI became emperor in September 780. Because of his
young age, his mother, Irene, was exercising real sovereignty, together
with the powerful eunuch Staurakios, who held the title of patrikios
and served as logothetes of the dromos. Since 788, Constantine be-
gan to establish an independent policy and put aside both his mother
and her trusted eunuch. Next year, in winter 789/790 (or, perhaps,
in spring 790), Constantine, together with his loyal follower (oikeiog
avBpwmog), the patrikios Theodoros Kamoulianos and others, tried
to overthrow Staurakios (Theophanes 1883, 464; Zonaras 1897, 291;
Kedrenos 2016, 776 / 491.1; Speck 1978, 212-214; Lilie 1996, 130, 141,
246,261). The plan failed, the participants were punished (by dtipiarg)
and Theodoros was put in house arrest (Theophanes 1883, 465;
Zonaras 1897, 291; cf. Kedrenos 2016, 776 / 491.1; Speck 1978, 214;
Lilie 1996, 130, 261), while Irene demanded of the army an oath of loy-
alty, in over to overpower Constantine. In September 790, the army of
the thema of the Armeniakoi protested for such an oath and soon the
mutiny spread among the Asia Minor armies who demanded the res-
toration of Constantine to the throne (Theophanes 1883, 466; Zonaras
1897, 291-292; Kedrenos 2016, 776 / 491.2). Irene sent against the
Armeniakoi Alexios Mousele, spatharios and droungarios of the vigla.
However, things did not turn out as expected: the Armeniakoi soldiers
managed to take Mousele on their side and convinced him to become
their strategos, fighting for Constantine VI, while they removed and
imprisoned their previous strategos, the patrikios Nikephoros.

In October 790, Constantine was the sole emperor. He asked
the Armeniakoi to accept only him and not Irene and confirmed
the appointment of Alexios Mousele as strategos of the Armeniakoi
(Theophanes 1883, 466). The reason(s) behind Nikephoros™ removal
and imprisonment by the army is not known; neither have we know
anything about his fate after the official appointment of Mousele. In
December 790, Constantine was again the sole emperor; Irene and
Staurakios were deprived of power and the latter was exiled at the the-
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ma of the Armeniakoi (Theophanes 1883, 466). In January 792, how-
ever, both Irene and Staurakios were - surprisingly - restored to their
previous positions. Alexios Mousele, the strategos of the Armeniakoi,
happened to be in Constantinople at that time; Irene and Staurakios,
probably in an act of revenge, persuaded the emperor to put Mousele
under arrest (and eventually blind him). This action caused yet an-
other revolt of the Armeniakoi (Theophanes 1883, 467; Zonaras
1897, 293-294; Kedrenos 2016, 776-777 / 491.5; 492.2; Lilie 1996, 261,
note 105). It is possible that Mousele was loved by the soldiers of the
Armeniakoi because of his Armenian origin. At some time after the
arrest of Mousele in January 792 and certainly before November 792,
the patrikios Theodoros Kamoulianos was appointed strategos of the
Armeniakoi. On the hear that Mousele had been blinded, the army im-
prisoned Theodoros (before November 792) (Theophanes 1883, 468;
Zonaras 1897, 294. Winkelmann 1985, 80, wrote that Theodoros was
appointed in 793). His fate after his arrest is unknown and, probably,
he was killed by the insurgents.

So far, we are able to determine approximately the dates when
each of the strategoi mentioned in the narrative above served in the
Armeniakoi:

? - 790 (Sept.): Nikephoros, patrikios

790 (Sept., but officially since Oct.) — 792 (Jan.): Alexios Mousele

792 (Jan.?) — 792 (before Nov.): Theodoros Kamoulianos

It is understandable that, when Constantine VI was under the
influence of Irene and Staurakios and had Alexios Mousele arrested
under the suspicion of plotting against him, he appointed his trust-
ed ally, Theodoros Kamoulianos, strategos of the Armeniakoi. That
was a very sensitive move, because the Armeniakoi might have been
loyal to the emperor, but at the same time their army was unpredict-
able, as Nikephoros’ and Theodoros’ fate has shown. Moreover, there
could not have been a long time-gap between Mousele’ arrest and
Kamoulianos’ appointment; the government would not have allowed
the Armeniakoi to be without a general for a long time.

We would like to put forward the question whether Theodoros
Kamoulianos had served in the Armeniakoi prior to the events de-
scribed above, even before 789, the year when we first learn about him
from the sources (at that time he was bearing the title of patrikios).
The starting point for this hypothesis is a series of seals related to the
Armeniakoi and issued by a certain Theodoros, strategos, in the sec-
ond half of the 8" c. We will examine the material in reverse order,
starting from the most recent dates.

Three among the seals in question can be attributed to Theodoros
Kamoulianos, during his (maximum) 9 to 10-months service in the
Armeniakoi in 792 (the seal from the Corum Museum published in
this paper, as well as the two similar specimens from the Hermitage
and the ex G. Zacos collection).

A seal which was issued by a certain Theodoros, patrikios, imperial
protospatharios and strategos of the Armeniakoi (Ex G. Zacos collec-
tion. Ed. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2449A) could be also attributed to the
same Theodoros (Kamoulianos). The problem with this identification
is that Theodoros Kamoulianos was - allegedly - patrikios already in
789. There would have been no reason for him to mention his previous
title (imperial protospatharios) on a seal issued in 792. The distance
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between these dates cannot justify the mention of his previous title.
Moreover, it is not known since when he held the title of patrikios.
This issue leads us to believe that, perhaps, Theodoros Kamoulianos
had first served as strategos of the Armeniakoi before the events of
789-792. Besides, the emperor would not have sent an inexperienced
man in charge of a large provincial army who had revolted twice in less
than two years. Therefore, it is possible that Theodoros Kamoulianos
already had some experience in the army and it is likely that he had
served in the Armeniakoi before.

If the proposed identification is correct, one might wonder
whether Theodoros was strategos of the Armeniakoi even before his
elevation to the rank of patrikios, i.e. while holding the title of impe-
rial protospatharios. What we know for sure, is that there is another
boulloterion, used by a certain Theodoros, imperial spatharokandi-
datos and strategos of the Armeniakoi (ca. 775-800) (1: BnF Seyrig
167. Ed. Cheynet et al. 1991, # 167; 2: Ex G. Zacos collection. Ed.
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3198 - the editors read Charsianon instead of
Armeniakoi). Is it possible that Theodoros Kamoulianos started his
career at the Armeniakoi as imperial spatharokandidatos and strat-
egos, later he served there as imperial protospatharios and strategos
(a career stage not attested in any source but assumed from the seal
mentioning both the titles of patrikios and imperial protospatharios)
and as patrikios and strategos, and, after an interval of indeterminate
time he was sent back there again as patrikios and strategos? So far, the
scheme seems to be plausible.

An important thing to discuss here is the date of the seals in ques-
tion and in particular the specimen from the ex G. Zacos collection
(published in Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2449A), mentioning Theodoros,
patrikios, imperial protospatharios and strategos of the Armeniakoi.
The invocation 1@ o0Aw cov in the quarters of the monogram, as well
as the general style of the letters, all point to a date closer to ca. 775.
Would this mean that the rest of the seals are even earlier? The answer
would be yes, if we accept that Theodoros Kamoulianos was much
older than the emperor Constantine (see also Lilie 1996, 261, note 103,
where Theodoros is described as an “old confidant” of Constantine VI.
This, however, could mean either an older person whom the emperor
trusted since his childhood, or a young person, of the same age as the
emperor, the two of them knowing each other since early childhood).
This is possible, if we consider the following: 1) the emperor would
not have sent to the Armeniakoi a young, inexperienced commander.
Therefore, Theodoros must have served before, probably as strategos;
2) Theodoros Kamoulianos’ punishment was not beating or shaving,
neither was he exiled (Kedrenos 2016, 776 / 491.1, on the other hand,
writes that Theodoros and Petros were exiled in castles (¢év kdotpoig
— Tartaglia), or in the palace (¢v Kaiotopia / Quaestoriam — Bekker),
or, perhaps, in Kastoria — for Kaotopia was the city’s and the lake’s
name already in the 6™ c. (Kyriakides). This variation in Kedrenos’
work must have been a mistake of the abridger(s) or the copyist(s),
as it is evidenced from the structure of the text. To this also points
the information — Kedrenos 2016, 777 / 492.3 — that the Armeniakoi
were defeated by Constantine VI and their leaders were exiled in Sicily,
i.e. what Theophanes wrote about Constantine’s supporters. See also
Ostrogorsky 1959, 55-56, note 34), like other participants suffered. He,
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as well as Petros, magistros, were and restricted at their homes. This
could have happened because they respected his old age and, possibly,
his devotion to the State since the time he was active in the military;
3) according to Zonaras, Kamoulianos, as member of the Senate, re-
ceived lighter punishment than others. Perhaps the fact that he was a
senator also points to his old age. To this we may add that the other
close ally of Constantine VI, Petros, must have also been older than
the emperor, because he was active already in the times of Constantine
V and he was experienced enough to participate in the embassy to the
Arab caliph in 781.

Another hypothesisis the identification of Theodoros Kamoulianos
with Theodoros, imperial spatharios and strategos of the Thrakesioi
(1: DO BZS.1955.1.1213. Ed. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2462 [second half
of the 8" c.]; DOS 3, # 2.53 [8" c.]; 2: Istanbul Archaeological Museum
370. Ed. Ebersolt 1914, # 534/386 - read Ioannes; Cheynet et al. 2012,
# 3.129 [first half of the 9™ c.]. See also: Cheynet et al. 1991, 122 and
PmbZ, # 3275 - as Ioannes). If so, then this would have been his earli-
est known career stage.

Provided that the hypotheses expressed above are correct, one
might reconstruct Theodoros Kamoulianos’ career in the army as fol-
lowing:

1. imperial spatharios and strategos of the Thrakesioi

2. imperial spatharokandidatos and strategos of the Armeniakoi

3. imperial protospatharios and strategos of the Armeniakoi

4. patrikios and strategos of the Armeniakoi

On the other hand, one must admit that there are already too many
strategoi of the Armeniakoi, known mostly through their seals, which
are dated - broadly speaking — within the second half of the 8" c. The
seals whose owner’s name has not been preserved could belong to per-
sons that are known through other seals or literary sources. However,
there are still seven or eight strategoi, with the number raising to at
least 10 or 11, if we add the three mentioned in the events related to
the seal presented here.

- Niketas, imperial protospatharios (ca. 740-760) (DO
BZS.1955.1.1108. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.47 [8™ c.]; Zacos, Veglery 1972, #
2259) (see also: BAvoidov et al. 1998, 374, # 6 [742-743], where the
Zacos, Veglery and the DOS editions are treated as if they refer to two
different specimens. It is most likely that this Niketas is not the same
person with Niketas (son of Artabasdos), monostrategos (i.e. strat-
egos) of the Armeniakoi in 742-743).

- Joannes, patrikios (ca. 750-800) (DO BZS.1955.1.975. Ed.
DOS 4, # 22.42 [8™ c.]. See also: BAvoiSov et al. 1998, 374, # 5 [8™ c.]).

- Sisinnios, patrikios (ca. 750-800) (1: Unknown present location
[ex G. Zacos Collection]. Ed. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2375 [second half
of the 8" ¢.]; 2: Unknown present location [formerly: Turkey: Istanbul
Archaeological Museum 180]. Ed. Ebersolt 1914, # 525 [Iconoclast
era]; 3: Pecunem / Naumann 41: 06-03-2016, # 999 [ca. 750-800].
See also: BAvoidov et al. 1998, 375, # 11 [second half of the 8" c.];
Touratsoglou 1973, 274-275).

- Bardas (771) (Anastasius Bibliothecarius 1885, 294 — Bardam,
301 - Bardas; Theophanes 1883, 445 — Bapddvnv], 454 - Bapdag) (His
name must have been rather Bardas than Bardanes. It is not clear up to
which year he was serving as strategos of the Armeniakoi. He was cer-
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tainly there in 771, but in 780-781 he is mentioned as former strategos
and the context does not imply that he was removed at that same year,
but earlier. The identification of this Bardas with Bardas, patrikios,
father of the emperor Leon V - about Bardas’ title see, e.g. Genesios
1978, 26 (2.4.75-76) - is at least doubtful. See also: Theophanes transl.
1997, 615-616, 627-628; Cheynet 2000, 291, with note 40; Rochow
1991, 212, 230; Bhvoidov et al. 1998, 374, # 8 (771-780) and Dédéyan
2019, 348 (771-780), where he is mentioned as Bardas or Bardanes.
His name must have been rather Bardas than Bardanes).

- Baristerotzes (778) (Theophanes 1883, 451; Anastasius
Bibliothecarius 1885, 299. See also: PmbZ, # 8568; BAvcidov et al. 1998,
374, # 9; Dédéyan 2019, 349. On the correct spelling of this Armenian
name, see PmbZ, # 8567).

- Nikephoros, patrikios? (Sept. 790) (For literary sources, see
above; DO BZS.1955.1.1091. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.46 [8"-9t ¢.]; Cokonosa
1981, plate VB; Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2225. See also: BAvaidov et al.
1998, 375, # 14 [790-791]).

- Alexios Mousele, protospatharios, later strategos (Sept.,
but officially since Oct. 790 - Jan. 792) (Before his appointment at
the Armeniakoi, he was spatharios and droungarios of the vigla;
Protospatharios: for literary sources, see above; DO BZS.1947.2.44.
Ed. DOS 4, # 22.41 (8™ ¢.); SBS 5, 1998, 183; Laurent 1981, # 665 (9™
c.); Nesbitt 1983, 771-772; Patrikios: See above. See also: PmbZ, # 193;
BMlvoidov et al. 1998, 376, # 15, (791-792, as patrikios); Dédéyan 2019,
351-352).

- Theodoros Kamoulianos (? and again Jan.? 792 - before Nov.
792).

- Leon, imperial protospatharios (ca. 785-815) (Unknown pres-
ent location [ex G. Schlumberger collection]. Ed. Schlumberger 1884,
296, # 2 [8"-9' c.]. Perhaps it is the same person with Leon, strategos
of the Armeniakoi, who died in 811. See also: BA\voidov et al. 1998,
376, # 18 [8*-9% c.]).

- Marinos, patrikios (ca. 785-815) (Iznik Archaeological
Museum 3565; Ed. Cheynet 1991, # 9 [end of the 8" - beginning of
the 9% c.]. See also: SBS 3, 1993, 149; BAvaoidov et al. 1998, 376, # 17;
Dédéyan 2019, 350-351).

- anonymous, imperial protospatharios (ca. 750-800) (Istanbul
Archaeological Museum 175. Ed. Cheynet et al. 2012, # 3.24 [second
half of the 8" c.]; Bulgurlu 2007, 157, # 178 [8" c.]; Ebersolt 1914, #
524 / 175 [Iconoclast era]) (Although Bulgurlu linked this person to
the one who issued the seal published in Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2259
(See above: Niketas), later the editors in Cheynet et al. 2012, 268-269
noticed some differences between the specimens that make it rather
difficult (if not impossible) for the two persons to be identified as one.
see also PmbZ, # 11262).

- anonymous, patrikios (ca. 775-800) (Munich, Staatliche
Miinzsammlung 204. See in the present article, # 3).

- anonymous, protospatharios (ca. 775-825) (DO
BZ7S.1947.2.1038. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.55 [8"-9 c.]. See also: BAvoidov et al.
1998, 373, note 2).

- anonymous, imperial protospatharios (ca. 775 - 825) (DO
BZS.1951.31.5.445. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.54 [8™-9™ c.]. See also: BAvoidov
et al. 1998, 373, note 2).
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Could this be an indication that the period of trouble in the
Armeniakoi started even before Constantine VI’s reign, with the strat-
egoi being killed, removed and replaced much more frequently than
one would expect? This is very likely, but further research will, hope-
fully, add new information regarding the chronological sequence of
the strategoi of the Armeniakoi in the second half of the 8" c.

4. ..., patrikios and strategos of the Armeniakoi (last quarter of
the 8™ ¢.)

Present location: Munich, Staatliche Miinzsammlung 204 — ex M.-
L. Zarnitz collection (fig. 5a-b).

D.: 25 mm. W: 12,82 gr.

Blank smaller than die; corroded; chipped; obverse pierced twice.

Unpublished.

No parallels.

a b

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (indeterminate type;
perhaps Zacos — Veglery type LI or Laurent type II); inscription in the
quarters: [(@eotoke Pondet) T® 0@ SovAw]

Reverse: Inscription in six lines (five visible):

...[1|ATPL..|.2C.PATH|TWTWNA|PMENI|....

[...], matpkiw] (kat) o[t]patny® T@V Appevi[ak®dv]

Theotokos, aid your servant ..., patrikios and strategos of the
Armeniakoi!

Comment: Based on the type of the monogram, as well as the
lettering, the seal is dated in the second half - probably in the last
quarter — of the 8" c. It must have been issued by either Theodoros
Kamoulianos, or Nikephoros, or Alexios Mousele or one of their pre-
decessors or even the successor of Kamoulianos, at the very end of
the 8" c. (see the list provided under # 3 in this paper). The lettering
of the last two visible lines is very similar to the specimens from the
Hermitage and the ex G. Zacos collection, which have been attributed
to Kamoulianos (see above). The lines above, however, show a dif-
ferent position of the characters. Therefore, it could be yet another
boulloterion of Theodoros Kamoulianos, or (since the name has not
been preserved), a seal issued by another strategos of the same era.

5. Krenites, imperial protospatharios and doux of the
Armeniakoi (second quarter of the 9 c.)

Present location: Munich, Staatliche Miinzsammlung (inv. 532) -
ex M.-L. Zarnitz collection (fig. 6a-b).

Fig. 5a-b. Seal of [...], strategos of
the Armeniakoi: Munich, Staatliche
Miinzsammlung, inv. 204 (here, # 4).
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Fig. 6a-b. Seal of Krenites, doux of
the Armeniakoi: Munich, Staatliche
Miinzsammlung, inv. 532 (here, # 5).

D: 24 mm. W: 12.77 gr.
Blank smaller than die.
Unpublished.

No parallels.

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent type V), with in-
scription in the quarters: (®@eotoke PonOet) T 0@ SovAw; wreath border.

Reverse: Inscription in four lines; wreath border

+KPHNI|TIB/A/CIVS| ASK/APM|MENV

+ Kpnvitt B(acidik®d) (mpwto)on(abapiw) (kai) dovk(l) Apu{u}
evi(dxwv)

Ocotoke BorOet T1® 0@ dovAw Kpnvitn, Bacidik® npwtoomabapio
Kal dovkl Apueviakwy

Theotokos, aid your servant Krenites, imperial protospatharios
and doux of the Armeniakoi!

Comment: There are two important issues to be commented on.
First, the name Krenites itself. Second, the office of the doux of the
Armeniakoi.

Regarding the name, it has been suggested that it originated not
from the Greek word kprjvn), but from an Armenian place name (actu-
ally, the name of a fortress) Krni. Although Adontz assumed that the
name Krni is the same with a hypothetical place name *Krini, which,
in turn, gave the anthroponymic Krinites (sic), one may remark that
this fortress, mentioned in the Armenian Geography, has not been
identified with certainty and, perhaps, it was located somewhere in the
Fourth Armenia (in the Dégik area, to the East — North-East of Melitene
/ Malatya) (Adontz 1935, 535-539; Ananias transl. 1992, 59, 61 A — map,
334). A similar Armenian place name which could match an older type
Krni is Garni, which, however, is located much more to the East, in
Vaspurakan. It is not impossible, of course, that, despite Adontz’s com-
ment on Porphyrogennetus, the name Krenites could have derived
from a Greek place name Kprjvn / Krene < n. kprjvn / krene, even in
the Byzantine-Armenian border areas. Another interesting point about
this name is that it was used as a first name already in the 9" c. or even
earlier. If one accepts that a patronymic or a family name preceded the
existence of the first name, then we should re-examine the whole is-
sue of the appearance of family names in Byzantium. For, on the one
hand it is too early to speak about family names and on the other a
patronymic presupposes the existence of a first name (in this case a first
name stating the origin of its bearer). The name Krenites / Krinites was
quite popular in the 10" c. (PmbZ, # 24194-24195, 24199-24202), and
the early evidence presented here is, so far, unique.
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According to Stephenson, Leon Iasites was the first doux of the
Armeniakoi (in c. 1070-1075). This hypothesis was — apparently — based
on the idea that the doux replaced the strategos in the 11" c. It is for
the same reason that Cheynet noted that there are no strategoi of the
Armeniakoi attested in the 11" c. (Stephenson 1994, 194; Cheynet 1985,
188). It seems, though, that the doux had re-appeared (after the Roman
Times and the Late Antiquity) in this particular administrative area in
the 8" c. and existed simultaneously with the strategos. This is how we
know of at least three doukai of the Armeniakoi that pre-date the 11" c.:

- Paulos, imperial spatharios (?-758) (see above, entry # 1).

- Krenites, imperial protospatharios (ca. 825-850).

- loannes Chaldos, patrikios and doux of the Armeniakoi, of the
Boukellarioi and of Thessalonike (995-1006) (Lefort et al. 1985, # 8;
Skylitzes 1973, 357. See also: Oikonomides 2004, 584; BAvaoidov et al.
1998, 380, # 2 [995]; Cheynet 1990, 221; Dédéyan 2019, 355-356). It
is not quite clear whether Ioannes Chaldos was exercising duties in
all three areas at the same time or he served in the Armeniakoi before
moving to the Boukellarioi and, finally, to Thessalonike.

6. ... (2) of the Armeniakoi (first half of the 9 c.)

Present location: Museum of Anatolian Civilisations in Ankara
(inv. 94-1-2001) (fig. 7a-b).

Provenance: Unknown (purchased from Seyit Yildirim / Ankara,
26.01.2001).

D: 18x20 mm. Th: 4 mm. W: 7.49 gr.

Unpublished.

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (perhaps Laurent type
V), with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

(®eotoke Pondet) [1d 0@ Sov]Aw

Reverse: Inscription in unknown number of lines; wreath border

[..] APMEN

Appev[ioak®v]

[...] of the Armeniakoi

This seal cannot give further information, other than it was issued
by an official serving at the Armeniakoi.

7. Leon, protospatharios epi tou Chrysotriklinou, imperial no-
tarios, krites of the hippodrome and of the Armeniakoi (second
quarter of the 11" ¢.)

This person is known through four lead seals, issued with the same
boulloterion, of which three are published here. All four discs used

Fig. 7a-b. Seal of [...] of the
Armeniakoi: Museum of Anatolian
Civilisations in Ankara, inv. 94-1-2001
(here, # 6).
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Fig. 8a-b. Seal of Leon, krites of the
Armeniakoi: Munich, Staatliche
Miinzsammlung, inv. 586 (here, # 7a).

Fig. 9a-b. Seal of Leon, krites of the
Armeniakoi: Corum Museum, inv. Et.
224 (here, # 7b).

by Leon were smaller than the boulloterion’s die and, for this reason,
some letters could not have been imprinted. The reconstruction of the
text is possible thanks to the combined reading of the surviving letters
on the four specimens.

7a) Present location: Munich, Staatliche Miinzsammlung (inv.
586) — ex M.-L. Zarnitz collection. (fig. 8a-b).

D: 28x25 mm. W: 11.04 gr.

Blank smaller than die; corroded.

Unpublished.

Parallel specimens: DO BZS.1958.106.3683 - ex G. Zacos collec-
tion. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.17 (11™ ¢.) (see also: BAvoiSov et al. 1998, 382, #
10 [11™c.]) and here, # 7b-c.

a b

Obverse: Inscription in six lines (five visible); border of dots (not
visible)

..... |. OCWA.|EONT.|.NAS,E..|. B2 TPI|- K -

[+ K(vpye Bor)0(et) t]® 0@ S[ov(Aw)] Aéovt(l) [(mpwTo)o]
nad(apiw) €[t T]od Xp(voo)tpik(Aivov)

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots

e LITEMTY]...APOM|...APME|.IAKOV|- -+ -

[B(aohik®) votap(iw) kp]it(f) €mt Tod [Inmo]dpou(ov) [(kat) Tod]
Appe[v]iaxod

7b) Present location: Corum Museum (inv. Et. 224) (fig. 9a-b).

D: 29x26 mm. W:12.00 gr.

Blank smaller than die; corroded.

Unpublished.

Parallel specimens: DO BZS.1958.106.3683 — ex G. Zacos collec-
tion. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.17 (11" ¢.) (see also: BAvoidov et al. 1998, 382, #
10 [11" c.]) and here, # 7a, c.

Obverse: Inscription in six lines; border of dots

KER,B|TWCWAB|AEONT,.|CMAS,EM.|.UR,TPI|- K -
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[+] K@pve P(or)d(e) 1@ od® dov(Aw) Aéovt(l) [(mpwto)]
onaf(apiw) énfi tJod Xp(voo)tpik(Aivov)

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots (not visible)

..|.NOT..|.PIT,ENIT.|. MOAPONM|.THAPME|NIAKOV|- - -

[B(aothik®)] vot[ap(iw) k]ptt(fi) énmt t[oD T]nmodpop(ov) [(kat)]
oD Appueviakod

7¢) Present location: Corum Museum (inv. Et. 3109) (fig. 10a-b).

D: 26x25 mm. Th: 3.12 mm. W: 12.05 gr.

Blank smaller than die; corroded.

Unpublished.

Parallel specimens: DO BZS.1958.106.3683 — ex G. Zacos collec-
tion. Ed. DOS 4, # 22.17 (11™* ¢.) (see also: BAvoidov et al. 1998, 382, #
10 [11" c.]) and here, # 7a-b.

Obverse: Inscription in six lines (five visible); border of dots (not
visible)

+KER,O|TWCWA.|AEONT,.|CMTAB,E..| TULT|...

[+] K@pve P(on)d(e) 1@ od® dov(Aw) Aéovt(l) [(mpwto)]
onaf(apiw) énfi tJod Xp(voo)tpik(Aivov)

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots (not visible)

- - -|.NOTAP,|.PIT,€ENITY|.MOAPOM|.THAPME|.IAKOV]...

[Blaothkd)] vot[ap(iw) k]ptt(R) €mi t[od Tjntmodpop(ov) [(kai)]
ToD Appeviakod

The combined reading of the four specimens (fig. 11) is the fol-
lowing:

Fig. 10a-b. Seal of Leon, krites of the
Armeniakoi: Corum Museum, inv. Et.
3109 (here, # 7¢).

Fig. 11. Combined readings of the
inscriptions of specimens # 7a-c in this

paper.
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Fig. 12a-b. Seal of Theodoros
Chryselios, krites of the Armeniakoi:
Corum Museum, inv. 9895 (here, # 8).

Kvpie Porifet 1@ 0@ SovAw Afovti, mpwtoomabapio émt tod
Xpvootpikivov, Bacthik® votapiw kai kpttf] émi Tod ITnmodpopov kai
100 Appeviakod

Lord, aid your servant Leon, protospatharios epi tou
Chrysotriklinou, imperial notarios and krites of the hippodrome and
of the Armeniakon (Armeniakoi)!

8. Theodoros Chryselios, protospatharios, mystographos, krites
of the velon and of the Armeniakoi (second quarter of the 11" ¢.)

Present location: Corum Museum (inv. 9895) (fig. 12a-b).

Provenance: Unknown (purchase).

D: 22 mm. Th: 3 mm. W: 12.35 gr.

Unpublished.

Parallels: 1: Hermitage M-9401. Ed. Sandrovskaja, Seibt 2005, # 66
(second quarter of the 11% c.); see also: Gkoutzioukostas 2011, 206, #
14 (b); 2: DO BZS.1951.31.5.3609. Unpublished, see: Gkoutzioukostas
2011, 206, # 14 (b).

Similar: 1: Vienna, A.-K. Wassiliou-Seibt collection 261 (ex H.
Hunger collection 11). Ed. Seibt, Wassiliou-Seibt 2004, # 174 (second
quarter of the 11™ ¢.); see also: Gkoutzioukostas 2011, 206, # 14 (a); 2:
IFEB 840 (different boulloterion from the previous one). Unpublished,
see: Gkoutzioukostas 2011, 206, # 14 (c); Cheynet 1990, 342. See also:
BAvoiSov et al. 1998, 383, # 20 (1042-1055).

See also Zacos 1984, # 1052 (same inscription, but without the
family name).

a b

Obverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots:

+ BKER,.|0EOAW..|ACMIAB..|MVCTOT.| W

O(eotd)ke  P(on)B(er)  Oeodw[pw]  (mpwto)omab|ap(iw)]
wootoy[p(d)]pw

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; order of dots.

.PITH|TURHAYS|..APMENI|.K, TWXPY|.HAIW

[x]pttii ToD Piidov (kat) [Tod] Appevi[a]k(od) @ Xpov[o]nAiw

Theotokos, aid your servant Theodoros Chrouselios (Chryselios),
protospatharios, mystographos, krites of the velon and of the
Armeniakon (Armeniakoi)!

Comment: The Chryselioi are frequently mentioned in 11" centu-
ry sources, though the family’s history is first attested a little earlier. In
the late 10™ c., the city of Dyrrachion was ruled by Ioannes Chryselios.
In order to avoid the city being destroyed by Samuel’s Bulgarian forces,
Ioannes Chryselios swore allegiance to Samuel and married him to
his daughter, Agatha. Apart from Agatha, Ioannes Chryselios had two
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(known) sons (perhaps Theodoros and Nikolaos). Samuel and Agatha
had a daughter, Miroslava. While residing in Dyrrachion, perhaps in
1005 (or, according to another opinion, in 997), Miroslava, together
with her husband Ashot and the Chryselios family, plotted against
Samuel and Ioannes Chryselios promised to Basileios II the city in
exchange for high-rank titles for all of them. Ioannes and his sons,
in particular, were supposed to become patrikioi, Ashot would be a
magistros, and Miroslava patrikia zoste. The agreement was success-
ful, and the titles were granted (Skylitzes 1973, 342-343, 349; Kedrenos
1839, 451; Lupus Protospatharius 1979, 133, # 103, anno 1005). Up to
this point, the story seems to be clear. But things get more complicated
when it comes to the identification of Theodoros Chryselios.

There is a Theodoros Chryselios, patrikios, who was playing
an active role in politics and, together with the patriarch Michael
Keroularios and generals like Michael, son of Anastasios, and civ-
il bureaucrats like Christophoros Pyrrhos, he supported Isaakios
Komnenos in 1057 (Skylitzes 1973, 498; Kedrenos 1839, 634. See also:
Cheynet 1990, 342). And there is a Nikolaos Chryselios, patrikios, ac-
tive in the time of Romanos III (1028-1034) (This Nikolaos Chryselios
received the Armenian Berkri fortress by the Arabs, probably in
1032. See: Skylitzes 1973, 388; Kedrenos 1839, 502; Cheynet 1990,
342, note 27). It is probably through the above-mentioned agreement
that Theodoros Chryselios, as well as Nikolaos, acquired the title of
patrikios and climbed the hierarchy in the Byzantine nobility and ad-
ministration. This would make sense, only if we accept that these two
were Ioannes’ sons.

What is puzzling, though, is two groups (each consisted of several
specimens) of seals, issued by a Theodoros Chryselios and dated in
the second quarter and in the last third of the 11" c. respectively. The
first group, whose seals are enlisted above and include the specimen
presented in this paper, was issued by Theodoros Chryselios, proto-
spatharios, mystographos, krites of the velon and of the Armeniakoi.
If this person was Ioannes Chryselios’ son, he should bear the title
of patrikios. Therefore, the owner of these seals must be a different
person. The other group, issued by Theodoros Chryselios, krites, and
dated by the editors of one of the specimens in ca. 1060-1080 (One
specimen presented at an auction, one in the ex M.-L. Zarnitz collec-
tion and four in the ex G. Zacos collection. See: Seibt, Wassiliou-Seibt
2004, 181, note 252; Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 78, # 2.1.9), could have been
the same person with the mystographos and krites, if in a later stage of
his life, when he was no more serving at the Armeniakoi, he decided
to issue seals presenting himself simply as krites. To this same per-
son has been attributed yet another seal, dated ca. 1030-1040, whose
owner bears the name Theodoros Chryselios, protospatharios and
domestikos of the hypourgia (or, less likely, of the Optimatoi) (DOS
3, # 71.12; Seibt, Wassiliou-Seibt 2004, 180. It must be noted that, in
Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 77-78, the three Theodoroi - the patrikios of 1057,
the krites of the 1060 — 1080, and the protospatharios, mystographos
and krites of the Armeniakoi - are considered to be one and the same
person). If this attribution is correct, then Theodoros was first domes-
tikos of the hypourgia, then mystographos, krites of the velon and of
the Armeniakoi, and, finally, he kept the office of krites only. As for
the Corum Museum seal, which came from the vicinity of Amasya



NEW SIGILLOGRAPHIC DATA ON THE ARMENIAKOIL... 119

Fig. 13a-b. Seal of Georgios
Hexamilites, krites of the Armeni(a)
ka Themata: Amasya Museum, inv. A
78.27.1 (here, #9).

and presents Theodoros’ family name and his office as krites of the
Armeniakoi, it is an important piece in the building of the Chryselios’
family history.

Another Theodoros Chryselios, who should not be confused with
his elder namesakes, is mentioned in a letter, dated probably at some
time between the mid-1090s and 1107, by Theophylaktos, archbishop
of Ochrid, to Gregorios Kamateros. This Theodoros Chryselios, the
younger, probably a relative (son? grandson? nephew?) of one of the
above-mentioned Theodoroi, was serving as a high-rank official in the
area of Macedonia and, allegedly, introduced some changes in the lo-
cal tax system (Theophylaktos of Ochrid 1986, # 127. See also: Mullett
1997, 87-88, 100, 343, 369, # 73; Cheynet 1990, 234, 342. According to
Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 77, he could have been an apographeus, but there
is no supporting evidence for this theory).

Apart from Nikolaos, another member of the Chryselios family
was probably engaged in the military: he is mentioned as a “toparches”
at the time of Michael IV (Cheynet 1990, 234, 342).

9. Georgios (Hexamilites), imperial protospatharios, krites of
the hippodrome and of the Armeni(a)ka Themata (ca. 1040-1060)

Present location: Amasya Museum (inv. A 78.27.1) (fig. 13a-b).

Unknown provenance (purchased from Abdullah Demir,
31.7.1978).

D: 25 mm. Th: 2 mm. W: 8.67 gr.

Unpublished.

No parallels.

Obverse: Theotokos (bust); sigla: M(fjtn)p ©(e0)d; circular in-
scription; border of dots.

+OKEROISTWCWABAW

+ O(eot0)ke BolB(et) T® 0O dovAwW

Reverse: Inscription in six lines; border of dots.

+ FTEWP|TR’A'CMAS, |KPIT,ENIT|YINOSTON|APMENIAK|OEMAT

+ Tewpy(ivw) Plachkd) (mpdto)omaba(piw) kptr(fj) émi TOD
in<m>o0(Opopov) (kai) tov Appeviak(®v) Oepdt(wv)

Theotokos, aid your servant Georgios, imperial protospatharios,
krites of the hippodrome and of the Armeniaka Themata

Comment: Georgios Hexamilites, krites of the Armeniaka
Themata is known from two more seals (from the same boulloterion),
bearing the same inscription but also mentioning the family name at
the end, an information which is missing in the seal presented here
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(1: Athens, Numismatic Museum, Stamoules 78; 2: IFEB 422. See:
Wassiliou 2002, 247, # 7b; Aefeviwtng 2007, 565, # 116, note 3464).
The “Armeni(a)ka Themata” are first attested around the middle
of the 10™ century. The name originated from the Armenian groups
inhabiting the Empire’s Eastern border. This group of administrative
units comprised small territories; composed essentially of fortresses
and their respective regions; provided mainly infantry soldiers (less
than a thousand each); and had a distinct administrative structure char-
acterized by the large number of tourmarchai (e.g. the Charpezikion
had 22 major tourmarchai and 47 minor ones). The Armeni(a)ka
Themata (see a complete list in Kithn 1991, 61-64), scattered along the
Eastern frontier, were thus differentiated from the larger, traditional
“Rhomaika themata” lying in the interior (Oikonomides 1972, 345-
346; Oikonomideés 1976, 126-152. See also the long study of Seibt 1993
which, however, does not answer the questions). Each Armenian thema
had its own (minor) strategos (called zirwar by the Arabs, zoravar and
by the Armenians). Later, in the first half of the 11 century, we find a
strategos of the Armenian themes (Zacos 1984, # 844), a fact indicat-
ing the effort to centralize the command of these scattered units. The
numerous published seals of the financial bureaucrats reveal the eco-
nomic importance of the Armenian themes, while those of the judicial
officials are witnesses of the necessary effort to maintain law and or-
der in these frontier zones, especially among the Armenian population
which had a bad fame for its lack of discipline (McGeer 2000, 86-89).

10) ..., asekretis and krites of the Armeniakoi (?) (first half of
the 11t ¢.)

Present location: Munich, Staatliche Miinzsammlung (inv. 512) —
ex M.-L. Zarnitz collection (fig. 14a-b).

D: 28 mm. W: 11.34 gr.

Double-struck; struck out of centre.

Published in: Cheynet 2014, 189: Baot[Aeiw] xpit(f) [t(@v) Ap]
pevi[ak]@[v] - dated shortly after Basileios II's reign.

Obverse / Side 1: Strike 1: Inscription in five lines; border of dots.
Strike 2: Unidentified Holy figure or scene, with letters / sigla.

Text for Strike 1:

+KE..|MEALA|CNAS, TW|TOPNH| - K-

+ K(Opv)e [B(or)0(er)] MeAi[a] (mpwTo) omab(apiw) T® Topvik(n)

Reverse / Side 2: Strike 1: Inscription in five or six lines; border of
dots. Strike 2: Holy scene, perhaps Saints Peter and Paul; border of dots.

Text for Strike 1:

Fig. 14a-b. Seal of [...], krites of
the Armeniakoi: Munich, Staatliche
Miinzsammlung, inv. 512 (here, # 10).
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Fig. 15a-b. Seal of Georgios
(Korinthios), praitor of the Armeniakoi:
Museum of Anatolian Civilisations in
Ankara, inv. 76-11-11-11 (here, # 11).

oo AC....| K PIT...[MENL|. Q.

[...] ao[nkp(fTic) (kai)] kprt(fy) T(@v) Appevi[dk]w[v]

Lord, aid Melias Tornikes, protospatharios / [...] asekretis and
krites of the Armeniakoi OR Basileios, krites of the Armeniakoi

Comment: It seems that the first strike was done by a krites of the
Armeniakoi - if the reading of the few remaining letters is correct, and
the second strike by a certain Melias Tornikes. The inscription which
is believed to mention the Armeniakoi poses some problems regard-
ing the reading and, therefore, the attribution to the Armeniakoi is not
certain at all. In the first visible line, the letter after the C could be either
a I or a H. In the third visible line the M is not clearly visible as such.
Also, following the N there could be a I or a H. And in the last line the
letter before the omega is not necessarily a K. Of course, the fact that
the original seal was re-struck is enough to justify these issues. Be that
as it may, one should be cautious before ascribing this seal to an official
of the theme of the Armeniakoi. Nevertheless, so far, without a parallel
specimen, it seems that the reading Armeniakoi is the best solution.

In a first reading, the editor suggested Basileios, krites of the
Armeniakoi. Another possible reading would be to attribute this seal
to an (anonymous) asekretis and krites of the Armeniakoi.

11. Georgios (Korinthios), protosygkellos and praitor of the
Armeniakoi (1068-1071)

Present location: Museum of Anatolian Civilisations in Ankara
(inv. 76-11-11-11) (fig. 15a-b).

Provenance: Unknown (purchase).

D: 26x23 mm. D(field): 21x20 mm. Th: 3 mm. W: 11.34 gr.

Unpublished.

Parallel: GB, sale # 11654.

a b

Obverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots.

+KE|ROHOEI| TWCWAB|AWTEWP|-TIW -

K(0pr)e Borfet 1@ 0@ Sovlw Tewpyiw

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots

A'CVT|KEAAWS|MPAITWPI| TWNAPME|NIAKWN| -

(mpw)T(0)ovyKéAw (kal) Tpaitwpt TOV Apu[e]viak@v

Lord aid your servant Georgios, protosygkellos and praitor of the
Armeniakoi!

Comment: Although the seals do not contain the family name,
this is known through two passages in Kekaumenos’ Strategikon,
where Georgios Korinthios is mentioned as protosygkellos and prai-
tor of the Armeniakoi (Kekaumenos 1998, 183.25-26, 206.4-5, 220.11-



122 NILGUN ELAM, PANTELIS CHARALAMPAKIS

12; KekaBmen 2003, 268.30-270.5, 282.4-7. See also 489, note 643, and
518, note 732) (The identification of this Georgios with his namesake
metropolitan of Corinth is higly unlikely).

Kekaumenos reveals that Georgios, an efficient person, was in
the imperial entourage. In 1066, a certain Nikoulitzas from Larissa
(NwovAttlag 6 Aaplooaiog), protospatharios and anagrapheus, repeat-
edly asked Georgios Korinthios to arrange for him to meet in private
with the emperor Konstantinos X Doukas (1059-1067) and inform him
regarding an upcoming rebellion in Hellas. Korinthios, however, pre-
vented Nikoulitzas and the emperor continuously postponed seeing
him. Nikoulitzas, after having waited for a month without response, and
being scared by rumours of an attack by Robert Guiscard and a comet,
got angry and annoyed, and he left Constantinople (Kekaumenos 1998,
206.3-10; Dolger et al. 1995, 54, # 968; Glykatzi-Ahrweiler 1960, 71,
note 6; BAvoidov et al. 1998, 384, # 1; AePeviwtng 2007, 660, note 4020).
Eventually, Nikoulitzas was restricted in the kastron of Amaseia, dur-
ing the reign of Konstantinos X. But the day after his enthronement,
the next emperor, Romanos IV Diogenes (1068-1071) wrote a letter to
Georgios Korinthios, asking him not to prevent Nikoulitzas from leav-
ing Amaseia for Constantinople (Kekaumenos 1998, 220.9-12; Dolger
et al. 1995, 54, # 968; Glykatzi- Ahrweiler 1960, 71, note 6; BAvaidov et
al. 1998, 384, # 1; Aefeviwtng 2007, 660, note 4020).

APPENDIX

A. Theodoros, patrikios and strategos (9" c.)

Present location: Corum Museum (inv. 4962) (fig. 16a-b).
Provenance: Sungurlu/Corum (purchase, 1991).

D: 21 mm. Th: 6 mm. W: 14.40 gr.

Unpublished.

No parallels.

a b

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (indeterminate type):
(Koptie or @eotoke Bonfet) 1@ SovAw cov

Reverse: Inscription in five lines: .©.|.WWPW|.ATPIKI|(WSCTPA|.
HI W+

[+]®¢g[od]wpw []atpikie (kai) otpalt]nyd +

Lord (or Theotokos) aid your servant Theodoros, patrikios and
strategos!

Comment: Although this seal does not bear any geographical
name, it is very likely, judging by its provenance, that it was issued by a
strategos of the Armeniakoi. Several seals related to the officials of this
thema have been discovered in this particular area.

Fig. 16a-b. Seal of Theodoros, strategos:
Corum Museum, inv. 4962 (here, # A).



NEW SIGILLOGRAPHIC DATA ON THE ARMENIAKOIL... 123

Fig. 17a-b. Seal of Marinos, strategos:
Corum Museum, inv. 7853 (here, # B).

Fig. 18a-b. Seal of Marinos
(Promoundenos?), tourmarches: Amasya
Museum, inv. A 95.20.2 (here, # C).

B. Marinos, patrikios and strategos (second half of the 8" c. -
beginning of the 9" c.)

Present location: Corum Museum (inv. 7853) (fig. 17a-b).

Provenance: Unknown (purchase).

D: 27 mm. Field: 22 mm. Th: 5 mm. W: 15.20 gr.

Unpublished.

a b

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram (Laurent type V):
(®eotoke Pondet) T® dovAw oov; wreath border.

Reverse: Inscription in four (?) lines; wreath border.

CAPLNWMALLIKIQ|.TP. T[...]

[+ Mlap[i]ve na[tplkiw [(kai) o]tplalt[nyd...]

Theotokos, aid your servant Marinos, patrikios and strategos |...]

Comment: Probably this is the same Marinos, patrikios and stra-
tegos of the Armeniakoi, whose seal is kept in the Museum of Iznik
(Cheynet 1991, #9).

Another Marinos, strategos, was active in Thessaloniki, short-
ly after the mid-9™ c. (he is known through an inscription dated in
861/862). However, these two homonyms should be distinguished,
not only because the seal presented here is much earlier, but also our
Marinos is already a patrikios, while Marinos in Thessaloniki was an
imperial protospatharios in 861/862 (although later he is known as
patrikios as well) (Kiourtzian 1991, 247-253; Cheynet 1991, 226).

C. Marinos (Promoundenos?), imperial spatharokandidatos
and tourmarches (last third of the 9t ¢.)

Present location: Amasya Museum (inv. A 95.20.2) (fig. 18a-b).

Provenance: Unknown (purchased from Mustafa Kilig,30.11.1995).

D: 24 mm. Th: 3 mm. W: 8.42 gr.

Unpublished.

No parallels.
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Obverse: Patriarchal cross (potent), on three steps; circular in-
scription between two concentric wreaths.

+ KEROHOITWCWAOVAW

+ K(0pr)e pond<e>t 1 0@ SovAw

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; wreath border.
+MAPINO|R'CMA©'KAN|A’STOVPMA|PXICTTPOMW|IOVCTI

NO

+ Moapivo B(aothik®) omad(apo)kavd(1datw) (kai) TovpHapXLS
[popw IovoTtivo (sic.)

Lord, aid your servant Marinos, imperial spatharokandidatos and
tourmarches Promo(?) Ioustino(?)

Comment: The last two lines of the inscription are problematic.
After the office (tourmarches), follows what seems to be the begin-
ning of a name. This could be a personal (byname? family?) or a
geographical name (of the tourma?). The last line clearly shows the
name Ioustino (sic). And here lies the dilemma, whether we are deal-
ing with a misspelled name such as, for example, Promoundenos (In
other seals e.g. that of Bardas Parsakoutenos, the engraver made such a
mistake which would resemble the case of the seal presented here. See
Karagiorgou et al. 2016, # 11: Kopie or @cotoke Ponfet 1@ 0@ dovAw
- + Bapd(ag) payotp(og) (kai) dod t@v AvatoA(Yk@v {6 ITat} 6
[Mapo(a)k(ovtnvog), or an abbreviated geographical name (of the
tourma) Prom-, followed by the byname or family name Ioustinos, or
even a composite geographical name. There was an Ioustinianopolis
in Cappadocia, and another one in Keltzene, but this does not seem
to be the case here. Moreover, we do not know - as yet — of any tour-
ma starting with Prom-. In the absence of further evidence, the seal
is published in the appendix, as it could be related to the thema of the
Armeniakoi.
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TEKCT Ha CTaTuATa 1 ce iatupar B nepuoga ot VII go XI B. [Tocnegnute
TpMU TevaTa, BEpOATHO CBILO IIPUHAJIEKAIIN Ha CTY>KUTEIN OT Te3U
obmacty, ca npepcraBenu B [Ipunoxenne (Appendix).

PasrneganuTe B CTaTUATA IeYATH Ca CIETHNTE:

1. TTaBen, marpukmit u cTparer Ha Armeniakoi (mocnenna Tpera
Ha VII B.).

2. KoHcraHTuH, maTpuknit u crpater Ha Armeniakoi (kpas Ha VII
— Havanoro Ha VIII B.).

3. Teomop (Kamynnawn), marpukuii u ctparer Ha Armeniakoi (1o-
cnenHa 4eTBBPT Ha VIII B.; BepossTHO 792 T.).

4. aHOHUMEH, TTATpUKMI U cTparer Ha Armeniakoi (mocexHa yet-
BBpT Ha VIII B.).

5. KpeHut, umnepatopcku nporocnaTapuit 1 fyk Ha Armeniakoi
(BTOopa 4eTBBPT Ha IX B.).

6. aHOHMMeH, ... Ha Armeniakoi (rppBa nmonosuHa Ha IX B.)

7a-c. JIpB, IpOTOCHIATapuil Ha XpU3OTPUKIMHIUYMA, ChIVA Ha XI-
nozppyma 1 Ha Armeniakoi (Bropa ueTBbpT Ha XI B.).

8. Teomop Xpucenmit, mpoTocnaTapuii, MucTorpad, Cbays Ha Be-
nyma 1 Ha Armeniakoi (BTopa 4etBBpT Ha XI B.).

9. leopru (XexcaMWINT), UMIIEPATOPCKM IIPOTOCIATAPUIL, CHAV
Ha xunoapyma u Ha Armeni(a)ka Themata (ox. 1040-1060 r.).

10. aHOHMMeH, aCUKPUT 1 Chaus Ha Armeniakoi (?) (rbppBa momo-
BuHa Ha XI B.).

11. Teopru (Kopuntnit), mporocuHken u npetop Ha Armeniakoi
(1068-1071r.).

[Ipunoxenne:

A. Teopop, marpukuii u crparer (IX B.).

B. Mapwus, naTpukuit u ctparer (Bropa nonosuHa Ha VIII B. - Ha-
yanoTo Ha IX B.).

C. Mapun (ITpomyHAMH?), UMIIEPATOPCKM CIIATAPOKAHAUAAT U
TypMapx (mocnenHa Tpera Ha IX B.).
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INTRODUCTION

This article analyses the benefits and challenges of applying Artificial
Intelligence methods to Byzantine sigillography and presents the first
steps of an innovative approach at the intersection of these two do-
mains. Our research combines computer vision, knowledge engineer-
ing, and mathematical modeling of spatial relationships to help inter-
pret Byzantine seals (iconography and writings).

Since Byzantine seals (fig. 1) are mostly made of lead, they suffer
from corrosion and are often damaged. The historians’ interpretation
work becomes challenging when seals have been crushed or shattered,
making their inscriptions difficult or impossible to read. However,
considering their intrinsic properties, such as recurring iconographic
models and textual formulae, as well as similarities between different
seals (e.g., belonging to the same person over their career), historians
can make hypotheses on the missing parts.

In this article we present the BHAI project (Projet-ANR-21-
CE38-0001) and some preliminary results considering spatial rea-
soning for image understanding. The goal of the BHAI project is to
(i) work on the recognition of writings on seals, (ii) analyze icono-
graphic scenes, and (iii) propose solutions based on hybrid Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) techniques to interpret
damaged areas based on spatial relations and spatial reasoning for im-
age understanding.
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Artificial Intelligence applied to Byzantine Sigillography (BHAI)
project
The BHAI project (Projet-ANR-21-CE38-0001) is an interdisciplinary
Digital Humanities project that proposes an innovative approach to
Artificial Intelligence applied to Byzantine sigillography. The project
has four principal objectives, each of which is based on state-of-the-art
artificial intelligence methods applied to Byzantine sigillography:

Objective 1: To create a curated, interoperable, and annotated
dataset of Byzantine seals

Byzantine seals enclose essential knowledge, among other things,
about the Byzantine administration, aristocracy, and religion. Their
importance derives from both the scarcity of existant Byzantine doc-
uments and the large number of existant seals. Although there are
around 100.000 seals scattered worldwide, there is no unified knowl-
edge database regarding Byzantine sigillography. The first objective is
to create a curated, interoperable, and annotated dataset of images of
Byzantine seals from referenced sources. We work on published seals.
This project already has support from the French National Library
(BnF). Byzantine experts manually curated and annotated the datasets
to build ground-truth datasets.

Objective 2: To help domain experts in the interpretation and
annotation of Byzantine seals

We started by detecting objects on Byzantine seals, such as crosses,
staffs, swords, sceptres, crowns, or imperial clothes. Then, we identi-
tied figures by recognizing imperial objects in the hands of emperors
and empresses, as well as the specific crowns or clothing they wore.

Objective 3: To estimate the inception date of Byzantine seals

Domain experts determine the inception date of seals by com-
paring the new seals with those for which the creation date is already
known and by experience. Dating Byzantine seals is a complex task
that only experts with considerable background experience can ac-
complish. Our goal is to use computers to create a chronological rank-
ing of seals according to the date difference between seals, with the
help of already dated seals and sigillographers” estimations for pub-
lished seals. This action may subsequently be complemented by all or
part of the associated annotations. Grouping seals into temporal se-
ries may help the experts to refine the proposed dating. In return, this
feedback could improve our algorithms.

Fig. 1. A well-preserved example:
the seal of Tatianos hypatos
(Cheynet 2019, # 5.57).
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! See e.g., Aiello et al. 2007 for an
overview of different approaches.

The study of the similarities and differences among the resulting
clusters of seals may improve the hypotheses formulated by histori-
ans, not only concerning Byzantine prosopography but also about the
changes in the administration or the administrative geography or the
iconographic motifs retained, therefore allowing for progress in his-
tory. Nowadays, there is no tool to initiate students into this dating
process, and this database could also help students with dating seals.

Objective 4: To explore hybrid AI approaches to “augment” the
historical content of damaged or missing parts of seals

Seals were used to authenticate letters and documents. Most
Byzantine seals were made of lead, which is prone to corrosion, es-
pecially when in contact with air but also with wood. Many seals cur-
rently preserved are damaged or partially corroded. When seals have
been kept in wooden boxes or shelves for many years, their corrosion
speeds up. Even seals more recently discovered can be damaged by the
passing of time. Therefore, a question arises: Would it be possible to
imagine the missing parts from a partially broken or corroded seal?

The objective is to propose a hybrid approach combining the
strengths of Computer Vision algorithms (object and character rec-
ognition) and mathematical modeling of spatial relations to allow for
interpretations of iconographical scenes and presumptions on the
missing parts. For instance, if the Christ Child is identified on the left
side of a broken seal, what is the probability of finding the Virgin Mary
on the right side in the missing part? It is important to notice that the
objective is not to propose a tool to “invent” missing parts of seals, but
instead, to use existing data analyzed from multiple channels (graphi-
cal, spatial, and semantic relations within and between seals) to gener-
ate insight and make suggestions about what “could” be in the missing
parts.

State of the art

Byzantine seals are studied from a cultural heritage perspective based
on state-of-the-art research in artificial intelligence. This section details
state-of-the-art approaches for spatial reasoning for image understand-
ing, character and handwritten text recognition on historical docu-
ments, and domain adaptation and knowledge graph embeddings.

Spatial reasoning for image understanding

Knowledge about space, particularly spatial relations, is useful for im-
age understanding (Bloch 2005). Indeed, human beings intensively use
spatial relations to describe, detect, and recognize objects. Ambiguities
between objects of similar shape or appearance can be solved based on
their spatial arrangement since spatial relations are often more stable
than other objects’ characteristics. For example, a rectangular-shaped
object at the bottom of a seal is more likely to be a surmount than a
crown (most likely found at the top around a character’s head).
Spatial reasoning has raised much attention in computer vision
and pattern recognition, artificial intelligence, cognitive sciences, mo-
bile robotics, and geographical information systems.' According to the
semantic hierarchy proposed by Kuipers (Kuipers 1978), spatial rela-
tions can be grouped into topological and metrical relations. Among
the metrical relations, directional and distance relations can be distin-
guished, as well as more complex relations such as “between” or “along”
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In qualitative spatial reasoning, most representation models are
symbolic, often relying on logical formalisms, and mainly deal with
topological or cardinal (directional) relations. For instance, region
connection calculus was used to identify objects based on their mere
topological relations (Landini et al. 2019; Le Ber, Napoli 2002).

Several works aim at learning meaningful spatial relations from
images. New approaches emerged to provide descriptions as whole
sentences, i.e., automatic image captioning. This refers to the typi-
cal “show and tell” approaches that benefit from recent advances in
machine learning (convolutional networks and deep learning), or use
mostly clustering and probabilistic approaches (LeCun et al. 2015;
Vinyals et al. 2015). Such approaches are also used to model que-
ries in image retrieval (see, e.g., the reviews by Goodrum 2000 and
Smeulders et al. 2000). Fuzzy approaches have been developed as well
(e.g. Castillo-Ortega et al. 2010). Such descriptions can also be seen
as a means to explain the result of the object or image recognition
(Pierrard et al. 2021).

To the best of our knowledge, none of these approaches have been
used to analyze Byzantine seals, nor in the more general domain of
digital humanities. The majority of seals have two sides carrying infor-
mation. One side generally carries text, and the other carries text or an
image with ornaments around it (such as a border of dots). The spatial
organization of these objects and their arrangement in relation to each
other could guide identification algorithms.

Character and handwritten text recognition in epigraphy and his-
torical documents’

Recognizing the inscriptions on the seals is essential. However, in con-
trast to modern documents, ancient documents need heavy pre-pro-
cessing. Reading becomes difficult due to the missing or broken parts
or to the presence of defects. When dealing with stone monument im-
ages (Morita et al. 2021), characters are engraved. The lighting cre-
ates shadows that make character recognition difficult. When dealing
with seal images, characters are embossed. Localising and recognizing
characters is a challenge due to the low contrast between background
and characters, as well as uneven illumination.

Among existing projects, Kuronet has been developed for reading
images of ancient Japanese texts written on wooden tablets (Clanuwat
et al. 2019). Accessing the content of their digitized documents is
also essential for digital palaecography projects — Greek (Cilia et al.
2021), Hebrew (Dhali et al. 2017), and Latin (Kestemont et al. 2017).
The project BESSARION,?® pursued by a team of researchers at the
University of Ioannina (Greece), is an attempt at character recogni-
tion on Greek donor inscriptions. This project started in 2020 and is
funded by the EU through the Hellenic Foundation for Research and
Innovation.

Deep learning approaches are currently widely used for a large
scope of computer vision tasks, such as character recognition tasks, i.e.,
recognizing words or character strings from document images. Results
are impressive and rely on large training databases. Architectures based
on Recurrent Neural networks are the more popular ones since they
consider the sequential aspect of writing (Chammas 2018; Morillot
2013).

2For a general survey, see Nabu,
Soumya 2019.

3 See https://bessarion.gr/ (last ac-
cessed 25/07/2022).
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Domain adaptation and Knowledge graph embeddings

Transfer Learning (Pan, Yang 2010; Bekkouch et al. 2021) is the field of
artificial intelligence that focuses on improving a models performance
on a challenging target domain by leveraging data from a well-known
source domain. In particular, Domain Adaptation is a sub-field of
Transfer Learning that aims to minimize the impact of the domain gap
between the source and target domains, reducing the required data to
train a neural network. This idea has become a common practice in cases
where retraining a neural network from scratch would be considered too
computationally heavy. Instead, the use of a pre-trained model based on
a large data set is preferred, with only the last layers being retrained, for
instance. This strategy improves the models’ performance drastically.

Knowledge Graphs played a significant role in preserving cultural
heritage and modeling human expert knowledge. In the last ten years,
hundreds of semantic data models, vocabularies, and knowledge
graphs have been developed for digital humanities, such as MusicKG
(Eyharabide et al. 2019), Sampo (Hyvonen 2020), NOnt (Meghini
2021), or CLARIAH (Merofo-Pefuela, De Boer 2020). Knowledge
graphs provide rich semantic context about the images’ content that
is useful for extracting class-informative embeddings. The idea is to
add information gathered in knowledge graphs when training neural
networks with sparse and heterogeneous image datasets, which is the
case of cultural heritage data.

Knowledge graph embedding methods aim at mapping a compo-
nent of a knowledge graph (KG), including nodes, entities, and rela-
tionships between them, into a continuous vector space using algo-
rithms such as Node2Vec. Machine learning models, mainly neural
networks, can use the resulting vectors since this structure is simpler
than a graph structure while preserving the inherent information
and structure of the graph (Wang et al. 2017). These techniques have
gained popularity due to their wide utility for downstream applica-
tions such as KG completion and relation extraction, Recommender
Systems, Question Answering, and Relation Extraction from texts.

Knowledge graph embeddings (Ristoski, Paulheim 2016; Cochez et al.
2017) are considered low-dimensional representations of the nodes and
relations in a knowledge graph. Knowledge graph embeddings are map-
pings from different parts of the knowledge graph into a vector space that
satisfies specific properties and maintains the information that exists in the
graph. Each method defines a score function that measures the distance of
two nodes relative to their relation in the mapped embedding space.

The goal of these score functions can be summarized as keeping
the nodes connected in the graph close in the mapped dimension and
those that are not connected far from each other. The most famous
score functions are TransE, TransR, RESCAL, DistMult, ComplEx,
and RotatE (Wang et al. 2017).

All the approaches and techniques detailed above are included in
various research steps; in this paper, we will expose the preliminary
results of applying spatial reasoning methods to the analysis of images
of Byzantine seals.

Spatial reasoning for interpreting Byzantine seals

The project started in 2021, and we have been working on image rec-
ognition, character recognition, and spatial relations modeling. Here,
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Fig. 2. An example of manual annotation of a monogram, Seyrig collection.

Fig. 3. Example of spatial reasoning for seals understanding.

we present preliminary results for interpreting Byzantine seals using
spatial relations modeling. In particular, we show some examples of
spatial relationships between objects in images taken from the photo-
graphic archive of Jean-Claude Cheynet, who has edited many cata-
logs of Byzantine seals®.

Before calculating the spatial relations between objects, the first
step is to identify the objects depicted on the seals and then manu-
ally annotate those objects in the seals’ images. After consulting
Byzantine sigillographers, we decided to annotate: a) the person-
ages (such as Christ, Virgin Mary, Archangel Michel, etc.), b) the
objects in the personages” hands (such as globe, sword, book), c) the

* Cheynet et al. 1991; Campagnolo-
Pothitou, Cheynet 2016. List of pub-
lications at http://www.cfeb.org/cu-
riculum/mb_cheynet.pdf.
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> Campagnolo-Pothitou, Cheynet
2016, # 8. See also https://collec-
tions.geneve.ch/mah/oeuvre/bulle-
dor-de-5-solidi/cdn-2004-0537 (last
accessed 27/07/2022).

body’s parts (head, hands, wings), d) the crosses (including tendrils,
steps, and ornaments), and e) the clothes, nimbus, and crowns. The
annotated sample contains only seals that have been meticulously
examined by experts and for which there is no doubt about their
iconography.

The second step is to mark the objects in the images of seals by
defining their borders. Therefore, our experts manually annotated the
image dataset using Supervisely, a collaborative online tool for image
annotation to create bounding boxes (https://supervise.ly/). Later, the
experts associate a label (Theotokos, Patriarchal Cross, Monogram,
Sword, Suppedion, etc.) to each object mask. Figure 2 shows an exam-
ple of manual annotation of a monogram in the Seyrig collection (seal
BnF Seyrig 355. See Cheynet et al. 1991, # 19).

We wish to explain the proposed approach through an example.
A few objects have been annotated overlaid in color) in figure 3 (seal
from collection Tatig 2706. See Cheynet 2019, # 6.26). The figure on
the right illustrates the spatial relation “the tendril is to the right of
the cross” To calculate this relation, the cross was taken as a refer-
ence object R, and for each point x of the image, the degree d(x, R)
(Bloch 1999) (in [0.1]) to which the relation “to the right of R” is
satisfied at point x was computed (the higher the degree, the brighter
the intensity in the representation). This figure shows that the ten-
dril fits well in the right region, i.e., for each point y of the tendril,
the satisfaction degree d(y, R) is high. A global assessment of the
relation can then be derived using an aggregation function applied
to the values d(y, R) for all points y of the fleuron. For instance, in
this example, the relation’s average degree of satisfaction equals 0.89.
Applying this procedure to all the objects detected in the seal and
several relations, a description of the spatial arrangements can be
provided to interpret the seal.

Left relation: the labarum is on the emperor’s left

In figure 4, we present the reverse of a specimen from the seals’ col-
lection at the Musée d’art et d’histoire in Geneva (inv. no. CdN 2004-
0537, gift of J. Zacos)®. First, we detect an emperor (person with a
crown) in the middle. Then, we compare each object present on the
seal (labarum, crown, hands, etc.) to the head of that personage. In
the example, we present the results when comparing the labarum
and the emperor’s head for the four basic relations: left (fig. 4.c),
right (fig. 4.d), top (fig. 4.e), and bottom (fig. 4.b). The emperor’s
head being the object of reference, we want to know if the labarum
is to its right, left, above, or below. Considering figure 4.c, let us im-
agine that we place a lamp on the emperor’s head, projecting light to
the left. Does that light illuminate the labarum? It does: the labarum
is almost entirely visible, and the degree to which the relation is satis-
tied is 0.97.

Now, considering figure 4.d, imagine the same lamp but project-
ing its light to the right. Is there an intersection between the light and
the labarum? No, figure 4.d is all black, and its degree is zero. We
continue to calculate the values for the relations top and bottom in the
same way. As shown in the figure, the left relation is the one that ob-
tains the highest value, which is 0.97. Therefore, we can conclude that
the labarum is on the emperor’s left. Since the labarum is an object,
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Fig. 4. Relations’ calculation example: the emperor's head being the object of reference, is the labarum to its right, to its left,

above or below?

we can imagine that the emperor is holding this object with his right
hand. This result can be confirmed visually when regarding the image
and also when reading the description made by the experts: “Reverse:
the emperor, portrayed half-length, facing front, wearing a short beard,
crowned with the crucifer stemma featuring pendants with trifold termi-
nation... In the right hand, he holds the labarum, and in the left hand,
the akakia against his chest.”

Right relation: The Christ Child is on the Theotokos’ right

Figure 5 presents the obverse of another seal, also part of the seals’
collection of the “Musée d’art et d’histoire” in Geneva (inv. no. CAN
2004-0274, gift of J. Zacos)®. In this seal, two figures have been an-
notated: the Christ Child and the Theotokos. The latter occupies the
biggest area. Therefore, we calculated the four relations between the
two figures’ heads. We can conclude that the Child is on his mother’s
right; thus, the Theotokos is holding the Child with her left arm. The
description of this seal details: “Obverse: in a circle of dots, the Virgin
Hodigitria, standing on a souppedion, turned three-quarters towards the
Child, whom she carries on her left arm...”

Right-bottom relation: The Christ and the Bible

Sometimes, several relations can be found between two objects. That

¢ Campagnolo-Pothitou, Cheynet
2016, # 240A. See also https://col-
lections.geneve.ch/mah/oeuvre/
sceau-patriarcal/cdn-2004-0274
(last accessed 27/07/2022).

7 Campagnolo-Pothitou, Cheynet
2016, # 6. See also https://collec-
tions.geneve.ch/mah/oeuvre/bulle-
dor-de-2-solidi/cdn-2004-0539.
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Fig. 5. Example of spatial relation calculation between the Christ Child and his mother. We obtain mathematical evidence that
the Theotokos carries the Christ Child on her left arm.

is the case in figure 6, depicting the obverse of another seal in the seals
collection of the Musée d’art et d’histoire in Geneva (CdN 2004-0539,
gift of J. Zacos)’. When calculating the relations between the Bible and
Christ, the “bottom” relation is the one that obtains the highest value
with 0.96. However, the value for the “right” relation is also high, with
0.82. Therefore, we can conclude that the Bible is in the right-bottom
part of the seal. The description of this seal details: “Obverse: In a cir-
cle of dots, bust of Christ, face, beardless (?), ..., he blesses with his right
hand, and holds the Gospels in his left hand.”

CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH

The results of the spatial reasoning techniques are highly promising,
also on less readable samples, and are a solid base for developing more
refined recognition instruments capable of detecting more complex
objects on the seals.

We plan to develop a useful image recognition and character rec-
ognition tool on Byzantine seals. The choice of seals to implement ar-
tificial intelligence programs is possible because we have a large series
of these objects, making it possible to train neural networks. Later,
the method could be adapted to any object inscribed with Greek let-
ters, starting with coins and other objects such as lapidary or painted
inscriptions.
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Fig. 6. Example of a seal in which the Bible is placed on Christ’s right-bottom.
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BusanTtuiickara cpparnctmka
cpelja U3KyCTBEHMS MHTENEKT:
npoekTbT BHAI

Buxtopus EVIXAPABUJIE, Bearpuc KA30,
Kan-Knop INEHE, JTyuna OPJIAHI,
Hupss XYAHI, Nsa6en BJIOK

HacToamiarta cTaTus TpeACTaBA MHTEPAUCHUIIMHAPHNA IIPOEKT
»BHAI - Artificial Intelligence applied to Byzantine Sigillography“
[BHAI - IlpunoskeHne Ha M3KyCTBEHMA MHTENIEKT BbB BU3AHTUIICKATa
cparncrukal. HeitHara 1en e ja mpeioxy IpOTOKOIN U COPTyepHU
pemleHnsa Ha 0asaTa Ha M3KYCTBEHUA MHTENEKT U TeXHUKU 3a
MAIIMHHO 00y4YeHe, MaTeMaTN4eCKO MOJe/TPaHe I IH)KeHePVHT Ha
3HaHMATA, B IIOMOIL] Ha MHTEpIpeTaluATa Ha BUSAHTUIICKU HeYaTH,
KaKTO 33 HauMHAeIl, TaKa I 3 HallpeJHa/IN.
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IN MEMORIAM PROFESSORIS |VANI JORDANOV

Lead Seals in Byzantine Thrace
(LSByT): Re-examination

of data, mapping the distribution
of findings and tracing

the communication networks

(6th_ 8th C )*
Andreas GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS!

'Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Faculty of Philosophy, School of History and
Archaeology, Department of Ancient Greek and Roman, Byzantine and Medieval
History, 54124, Thessaloniki; agkoutzi@hist.auth.gr

It was September 2007 when I first met the late Professor Ivan Jordanov
at the International Symposium in honour of Dr. Vassil Stephanov
Haralanov in Shumen (13-15 September). The amiable and very hos-
pitable Professor accepted my conclusion that the seals mentioning a
prefect of islands (€mapyog vijowv), some of which he had also pub-
lished, belonged to the head of the quaestura exercitus and not to a
provincial governor of the Cyclades (Gkoutzioukostas 2008, 109-118).
Since then, I have met him many times at conferences in Greece and
Bulgaria. In 2009, on the occasion of the publication of the two vol-
umes of his “Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria, III.1-2, Sofia
20097, he visited Thessaloniki at the invitation of the Department of
Ancient and Roman, Byzantine and Mediaeval History, and gave a lec-
ture entitled “Corpus of Byzantine seals from Bulgaria: possibilities
of dating and identification”. He also donated his work to the Library
of Byzantine History “loannes Karagiannopoulos” of the Faculty of
History and Archaeology of the Aristotle University. The valuable and
unique material contained in these volumes - since in comparison to
other editions and corpora the find spot for most of the seals is known
- gave me the impetus for further research. A few years later, I present-
ed at a Pan-Hellenic Conference a paper published in the Yearbook
of the Department of History and Archaeology, Egnatia. In this study
I attempted to trace the Byzantine presence in the area in the 6" and
7" centuries, presenting my first preliminary conclusions that showed
how important was the material published by the Professor regarding
Early Byzantine Thrace (Tkovt{tovkwotag 2010, 9-18).

The idea of a more systematic study and mapping of the material,
this time from the 6™ to the 12 century, was submitted by me in 2019
as a research proposal in a relevant call of the Hellenic Foundation
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for Research and Innovation (HFRI), evaluated and selected from
among several proposals. Our project “Lead Seals in Byzantine Thrace
(LSByT): Re-examination of data, mapping the distribution of find-
ings and tracing the communication networks (6™-12" c¢.)” was based
mainly on the corpus and other publications of Professor Jordanov,
who was an ardent supporter of such an idea and had, besides, con-
fessed to me that he also had in mind to proceed, sometime in the
future, with the mapping of the material he had published. He was,
of course, invited to be a member of the research team representing
Shumen University and during the first phase of the programme, up to
his death, he played a very active and invaluable role. Willing and gen-
erous as always, he was providing us with various important clarifica-
tions on the material. Unfortunately, the Professor did not manage to
see the conclusions of our research or, due to the circumstances of the
covid pandemic and then his passing away, to come to Thessaloniki, as
we had planned. As a minimum tribute to Ivan Jordanov’s memory, on
behalf of our research team, I will describe the purpose and the phases
of our research and formulate some general conclusions for the period
6"-8™ century'.

One aspect of the function of seals that has not been adequate-
ly investigated is the study of the circulation of written information,
when we know the exact location of the lead seals®. Over 2500 seals
found in Byzantine Thrace belong to this category, most of which
have been found in the territory of modern Bulgaria. These are areas
corresponding to the Early Byzantine provinces of Rhodope, Thrace,
Haemimontus, Moesia Secunda and Scythia Minor and the Middle
Byzantine themata of Thrace, Macedonia and Paradounavon. The ma-
terial that has been classified relates to two main periods: a) 6®-8%
century and b) 9"-12" century (fig. 1). The seals found there were
published, as mentioned, primarily by Ivan Jordanov’.

In general, the seals found in Thrace can be divided into two main
categories. The first comprises those in which either the status of their
owner is not mentioned or an honorary title is testified, but which (in
both cases) do not reveal the place from which the seals were sent.
The second category comprises seals stating the specific institutional
position and geographical area of responsibility of the owner’s office.

The aim of the research project was to re-approach and re-exam-
ine the seal material, to map the distribution of the seals, and to trace
the communication networks in the geographical area of Byzantine
Thrace from the 6™ to the 12" century, on the basis of the second cat-
egory of seals mentioned above.

The main scientific fields of this research proposal were Byzantine
Sigillography and Historical Geography, two basic auxiliary fields
of History. Cartography and Statistics complemented the interdis-
ciplinary scientific approach. In particular, Historical and Thematic
Cartography facilitated the visualization of seal distribution, while
Statistics were used for the quantitative management of the sigillary
material, as well as its further interpretation.

The methodology for the analysis of seal materials was based on
the modern methods of scientific approach developed by the Centre
of Byzantine Sigillography of the Austrian Academy of Sciences in
Vienna: 1) Reading of the inscription; 2) Dating (as accurately as pos-
sible, taking into account palaeographic characteristics, the content

! A book on the seals from Thrace dat-
ed from the 6" to the 8" c. is being pre-
pared by our research team.

? See the pioneer study of Cheynet,
Morrisson 1990. Cf. Gkoutzioukostas
2023, 18.

3 Jordanov 2009 - Professor Jordanov’s
magnum opus containing and discuss-
ing new material found in Bulgaria,
correcting also his previous work, such
as Jordanov 2003 and Jordanov 2006.
Addenda and corrigenda by the late pro-
fessor Jordanov appeared in VMopnanos
2011, 189-228; Mopmauos 2015, 223-305;
I7Iop)1aHOB 2018, 124-164. Recently, Prof.
Jordanov published another monograph
dedicated to the Byzantine administra-
tion of Bulgaria, summarizing and rein-
terpreting lead seals from the late 10 to
the early 12 century (Mopmanos 2019).
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Fig. 1. Number of seals found in Thrace
(6M-8™ and 9™-12t% ¢.).

* https://www.oeaw.ac.at/en/byzantine-
research/communities-and-landscapes/
sigillography/systematic-library-of-pho-
tographs-on-byzantine-sigillography.

SEALS IN BYZANTINE THRACE (6™-12™ C.)

of the inscription and iconography); 3) Finding comparative mate-
rial, directly or indirectly relating to the content of the inscription in
question; 4) Separating the number of seals coming from the same
boulloterion (matrix); 5) Referencing additional pieces (if any). The
basic source for finding comparative material was the Systematic
Photographic Collection of Byzantine Seals of the Austrian Academy
of Sciences.* These methods allowed for a more accurate dating of
seals, in some cases with a precision of a quarter of a century. Our aim
was therefore to achieve, as far as possible, a narrower dating of the
seals, the re-interpretation of the inscriptions, and the placing of the
seal in its geographical, social and administrative context.

In this light, the spatial positioning and geo-referencing was de-
termined and the distribution of the seals was mapped in original
thematic maps produced with a specific methodology, as we will ex-
plain below. The systematization and visualization of the information,
combined with the study of the historical-social context, led to new
interpretations.

For the implementation of the three and a half year programme,
funded by HFRI, the Host Institution was the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki (AUTh) represented by myself, in my capacity as Professor
of Byzantine History-Institutions and Principal Investigator of the
project, Alexandra-Kyriaki Wassiliou-Seibt (Professor of Byzantine
History and Sigillography), Dimitris P. Drakoulis (Architect MSc, PhD
in Urban and Regional Planning and Postdoctoral Researcher of the
Centre for Byzantine Research of the AUTh), Dimitrios Sidiropoulos
and Konstantinos Diados (PhD candidates in Byzantine History un-
der my supervision), as well as Ioannes Leontiades (retired Assistant
Professor of Byzantine History and Sigillography, with an advisory
role for the project).

Collaborating institutions were the Austrian Academy of Sciences
and the University of Shumen, Bulgaria. From the Austrian Academy of
Sciences, which has the world’s largest archive of photographs of sealing
material, known as the Vienna Photothek (Systematische Photothek
fiir Byzantinische Siegelkunde), which was used to approach the seal-
ing material examined in the programme, the leading international
sigillographer, former professor of the University of Vienna and fellow
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researcher at the Austrian Academy of Sciences, Werner Seibt, was in-
volved, playing an advisory role and informing us about new additions
to Viennas archive. Participating from the University of Shumen was
initially the late Professor Ivan Jordanov and then Prof. Todor Todorov,
and Jordanov’s colleague Prof. Zhenya Zhekova.

In the first phase of the work, the sigillary material was recorded.
Re-reading and more accurate dating of the specimens followed. The
examined seals were sorted and categorized. At the same time, maps
of the administrative division, the road network and the network of
settlements in given historical sections were constructed. Then, the
distribution of the seals was mapped and the individual personal, in-
stitutional and historical issues were examined. The final deliverable
of the research project was a website containing an interactive geo-
graphic digital model, which shows the distribution of seal finds in the
context of the settlement and communication network of the period
under study (see https://Isbyt.web.auth.gr/).

At this point we will attempt to give a small sample of the work and
results of the research project regarding the 6" to 8" centuries. For this
period, other publications besides Jordanov’s were used and especially,
since most of the specimens come from Scythia Minor, the older edi-
tions of I. Barnea included in the corpus of A. Barnea, as well as other
newer publications.’ For the 6™-8" centuries, 388 of the 432 seals were
found in 74 different sites, while 44 specimens are distributed in wider
geographical areas®.

The material was divided into the following categories: Imperial
seals, seals of military officers, civil officials, simple title holders, and
ecclesiastical officials as well as seals with names of persons, cities or
regions. Three of the categories of seals of particular interest were
those of military and civil officials and holders of titles, which were
largely re-dated on the basis of parallels, the finding of better photo-
graphs, comparison with similar pieces, and stylistic features. For mili-
tary commanders, 10 out of 12 seals have been more accurately dated,
for political officials 22 out of 25, and for holders of titles 32 out of 35
(LSByT, 179-181, 183, 185-186, 189-190 - tables). Consequently, the
material relating to official bodies of Byzantine power was more ac-
curately dated in the vast majority of cases, and the same stands for the
material from the 9%*-12%" centuries (see also Gkoutzioukostas 2023,
21; Wassiliou-Seibt 2023, 153-172).

Of course, apart from the attempt for more accurate dating, the
categorization of the seals and the comparison of the data (holders,
distribution in the provinces, etc.) can lead to useful historical conclu-
sions, and the seals of the 6"-8" century especially offer crucial in-
formation about the Byzantine presence in the region. For example,
by far the largest number of imperial seals found at sites in Thrace
belong to Justinian I (fig. 2). These 67 lead seals of the emperor (49
with find-spot and 18 without known find-spot) come from both the
territory of present-day Bulgaria and from the region of Dobrudzha,
in Romania. The area of the latter largely coincides with the area of
the province of Scythia Minor, where 12 specimens were found. Of
the 49 seals that were found at certain locations within the territory
of present-day Bulgaria, 28 were discovered in provinces of Byzantine
Thrace (Haemimontus, Thrace, Lower Mysia), and 18 in territories of
Bulgaria without specific place’.

5 Barnea 2005, 1-29. See also Avram
et al. 2018, 387-482; Paraschiv-Grigore
2020. There are many ongoing excava-
tions in Bulgaria, with interesting mate-
rial coming to light and published in new
publications. In our project we tried to
keep in touch with newly found material,
i.e. in the case of the Perperikon fortress,
on which see Ctoumenos 2021, 269-283.

¢ For the numbers of the seals and their
find-spots for the period of 6™-8" c. see
Sidiropoulos, Diados 2023, 47-60, espe-
cially, 48-50.

7 It should be mentioned that 9 seals
of Justinian I were found in Serdica
(modern Sofia) in the province of Dacia
Mediterranea. See Anamxosa 2020, 154-
157, with further discussion.
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Fig. 2. Imperial seals found in Thrace
(6™-8"c.).

It seems, therefore, that Justinian not only did not abandon the
Balkan regions, absorbed in his work of re-conquest in the West, but
on the contrary he showed a particularly keen interest in the region of
Thrace, as revealed by the multitude of lead seals discovered, in con-
junction with the administrative reorganisation of the region and the
introduction of the quaestura exercitus, which was the longest lasting
of his administrative reforms (I'xovt(lovkwotag, Moviapog 2008).
Undoubtedly, the seals reflect Justinian’s laborious efforts, through
documentary orders and instructions, for northern Thrace, which
experienced intense military mobilisation (see also Tkovt{lovkwoTtag
2010, 10).

Regarding the second axis of the project, the construction of maps,
which moved in parallel with, before intersecting, the first, we will
present indicatively the individual stages that were followed in order
to reflect the distribution of the seals in a Historical-Geographical
Information System.

The process started with finding and cataloguing in an Excel file
the geographic coordinates of the declassified find locations. The co-
ordinate database was then transferred to the Google Earth software
and the spatial distribution of the finds and their quantitative distribu-
tion were mapped. Spatial analysis diagrams visualised the numerical
density and quantity of find sites in a 25x25 km test canvas and then
spatially located the total number of finds in relation to the modern
administrative division of the main study area (fig. 3).

In order to digitally map the region for the 6™-8" centuries, the
Barrington Atlas, which is the most reliable modern source of his-
torical sites and other geographical features and place names (Talbert
2001), was used as the initial analogue background with certain cor-
rections. The layers of geographical information (coastline, hydrogra-
phy and orography) were then created (fig. 4).

During the planning stages, the mountains and rivers were
numbered and classified, accompanied by the corresponding data-
base, and the area under study was delimited into provinces of the
Early Byzantine period, according to the 6™ century Synecdemus of
Hierokles (Honigmann 1939. See also ApakovAng 2009, 51-96 and
306-312 - maps). The road network of the Early Byzantine period
was also drawn, on two levels (interregional and main), following
the cartography of the Tabula Imperii Byzantini, and in particu-
lar that of P. Soustal (Soustal 1991), and the network of towns and
settlements of minor size in the six provinces of the wider study
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Fig. 4. Construction of LSByT maps-Phase 2.
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Fig. 6. Distribution of imperial seals in Thrace (6™-8" c.).

8 See https://Isbyt.web.auth.gr/
explore/?sort=a-z  (for 6™-8" c.)
and https://Isbyt.web.auth.gr/
explore/?type=sfragistiko-yliko&sort=a-
z (for 9h-12 ¢.).

° For further analysis regarding the
construction of maps see Drakoulis
2023, 61-78.

area was laid out, according to the Synekdemos of Hierokles and
the Barrington Atlas. The mapping was accompanied by a database
spreadsheet concerning the location of the Early Byzantine period
settlements with all relevant information (fig. 5). In other words,
original maps were constructed (LSByT, 182 ff.), as well as dynamic
interactive models®.

As for the Middle Byzantine period (9"-12" c.), firstly, an attempt
was made to identify and record changes in themata, comparing maps
created by modern scholars. The transformations of the road network
were checked and redesigned, and the towns, castles and settlements
of the Middle Byzantine period were positioned, in accordance with
the Tabula Imperii Byzantini. These data formed a new accompany-
ing database of similar logic to that of the Early Byzantine Period de-
scribed above’.

An example of the mapping of the distribution of the seals and its
imprint on the historical-geographical background of the 6"-8" cen-
tury is provided by the three maps that follow. In the first (fig. 6), the
imperial seals of the 6"-8™ centuries are located.

The second map (fig. 7) shows the find spots of the seals belong-
ing to civil officials and military officers in six historical periods (6",
6"-71 7% second half of 7, 71-8™ ¢., 8 ¢.).
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Fig. 7. Distribution of seals of civil officials and military officers in Thrace (6™-8" c.).

Fig. 8. Distribution of seals of simple title holders in Thrace (6™-8" c.).
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10 See also Gkoutzioukostas et al. 2023,
91-106. Further analysis is included in
our forthcoming book on the seals from
Thrace dated from the 6" to the 8% c.
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The third one (fig. 8) depicts the distribution of the seals of hold-
ers of honorary titles in the same periods as above.

Clearly, therefore, the distribution of the above specimens is creat-
ing a different picture of the Byzantine presence and domination in
the region from the one thus far formed in research, a presence and
domination that not only is not non-existent north of the Haemus
after the beginning of the 7 century but is continuous and almost
constant until at least the middle of that century and indeed later still,

until the arrival of the Bulgarians of Asparuh in the region (680)".
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INTRODUCTION

The aim of this paper is to present a comparative analysis of Byzantine
lead seals bearing representations of peacocks as primary types, found
in published public and private collections from all over the world. The
analysis contributes to contributes to the Byzantine social and art his-
tory, because it generates perceptive and suggestive observations about
the gender, social status, rank, and administrative role of the seal owners,
as well as the iconography of the sphragistic image of the peacock. The
paper focuses upon the period from the tenth to the twelfth centuries,
because this was when the vast majority of the seals under discussion
were produced.

Our analysis is based upon a sample which has been extracted
from a representative catalogue (henceforth simply Catalogue or
Cat.) constructed for the purposes of a study entitled “Preliminary
Observations on the Use of Animal Devices on Byzantine Lead Seals
(6™-12" Centuries)”! In that catalogue, the material was selected
from published collections, which are listed alphabetically ac-
cording to their deposition in Table 1.

It should be noted that Byzantine lead seals with animal represen-
tations from controlled archaeological excavations were excluded from

" This paper was presented at the 24"
International Congress of Byzantine
Studies, Venice and Padua, 22-27
August 2022. E. Lianta wrote the
Statistical Analysis and the Ownership,
A. Papagiannaki the Iconographic Analysis, while both shared their thoughts in the Introduction and the Conclusions. The au-
thors would like to thank Dr. David Gwynn (Royal Holloway, University of London, U.K.) for reading a draft of this paper and
for his insightful suggestions. Moreover, grateful thanks go to Prof. A.-K. Wassiliou-Seibt (Professor in Byzantine History and
Sigillography, School of History and Archaeology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki), the late Prof. I. Jordanov (Head of the
Byzantine Centre ‘Konstantin Preslavski, University of Shumen) and Prof. Z. Zhekova (University of Shumen; Keeper of Coins and
Seals at the Regional Historical Museum, Shumen), Prof. Ceren Unal (Professor in Art History, Manisa Celal Bayar University),
Dr. Vera Guruleva (Curator and Senior Researcher of Ancient Roman and Byzantine Coins, Department of Numismatics, State
Hermitage Museum), and Dr. 1. Koltsida-Makre (Honorary Director of Antiquities, Greek Ministry of Culture and Sports) for
making available to us published material from Austria, Bulgaria, Turkey, the Hermitage, and the Numismatic Museum of Athens
respectively.

! This study (Lianta, Papagiannaki, 2022) is a revised and updated version of E. Lianta’s Master of Studies extended essay on
Byzantine Sigillography entitled Some Preliminary Observations on the Use of Animal Devices on Middle Byzantine Lead Seals
which was submitted at the University of Oxford in June 2000. The overall Catalogue is a valuable resource, and this paper is a good
way to present some of the preliminary findings in an accessible form.
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the investigation,” because, despite their stratification and known
provenance,’ which helps to construct reliable patterns of their dis-
tribution, they form, as far as our topic is concerned, a very limited
amount of evidence.*

A. Statistical Analysis

Among the 15.638 published Byzantine lead seals, that belong to pub-
lic and private collections worldwide, 396 seals, namely just 2.53 per-
cent of the total, bear various representations of animals (Table 1).

From these, 276 examples, namely 69.70 percent of the collected
sigillographic evidence, display the eagle. Seals adorned with the lion
and the peacock comprise 30 and 29 examples respectively. Birds
other than eagles or peacocks are found on 28 seals, while images
of the griffin appear on 22 examples. Six seals only depict images of
the horse. Centaurs and the sphinx are represented by two examples
each, while a single seal displays the ram (Table 2). From the above, it
is immediately evident that the eagle, which is dated mainly from the
6™ to the 8" century, comprises the majority of the animal repertoire
on Byzantine lead seals, and is followed, in popularity, by the lion and
the peacock.

The 29 sphragistic images of the peacock which are drawn from
396 seals bearing animal imagery, are found among 11 published col-
lections (Table 3).

Twenty-seven examples range in date from the 9%/10™ through
the 11"/12" centuries. The majority of these, 21 examples (72.41 per-
cent), belong to the 10™ century (Graph 1),° which generally saw the
greatest variety of animal devices on Byzantine seals in the following
sequence: peacock, griffin, bird (other), eagle, lion, sphinx, centaur
(Table 4).

Two specimens, however, have been assigned to the 5%/6" (Cat.
# 371) and 6™ centuries (Cat. # 390) respectively, following the ba-
sic chronology of the block-monogram type, which occurs on their
reverses, and prevailed in the 6™ century, before the introduction of
the cruciform monogram, which was the typical Byzantine monogram
from the late 6™ to the early 8" century.

Table 1. Consulted Publications with Lead Seals Bearing Animal Devices (for full
references to the abbreviated editions, see Bibliography)

SEALS- SEALS-
LOCATION SOURCE / ABBREVIATED EDITION TOTAL ANIMALS
Academia Republicii Populare Roméne, Bucharest Laurent, Orghidan 691 27
American Private Collection Nesbitt 24 2
Bulgaria Jordanov, Corpus 3.202 32
Benaki Museum, Athens, Greece — the Naoum coll. Koltsida-Makre — Naoum coll. 20/29 1
Bibliothéque Nationale, France Schlumberger 2.030 17
Cyprus Metcalf 1.167 125
Demetrios Doukas coll., Greece Koltsida-Makre — Doukas coll. 27140 4
Dumbarton Oaks and Fogg Museum, Washington DC, USA  DOSeals 2.602 23
Edirne Museum, Turkey Elam 13 1
Ephesus Archaeological Museum, Selguk, Turkey Cheynet, Selguk 58 1
Hermitage, St. Petersburg, Russia Sandrovskaja — Seibt 102 1
Istanbul Archaeological Museum (IAM), Turkey Cheynet — Gokyildirim — Bulgurlu, Istanbul 1.552 43
Museum August Kestner — the Marie Luise Zarnitz coll. Wassiliou — Seibt, Zarnitz 99 2
Museum of Byzantine Culture, Thessalonica, Greece Leontiades 88 1
National Library in France — the H. A. Seyrig coll. Cheynet — Morrisson — Seibt, Seyrig coll. 413 6
National Museum in Warsaw, Poland Szemioth — Wasilewski 96 1
Numismatic Department, Vatican Apostolic Library, Italy Laurent, Vatican 309 21

Numismatic Museum of Athens, Greece Konstantopoulos 1.838/1.870 47
Numismatic Museum of Athens, Orphanides-Nikolaides coll.  Koltsida-Makre— Orphanides-Nikolaides coll. 585 15
Vienna, Austria Seibt, Osterreich |; Wassiliou — Seibt, Osterreich 11 557 18
Vienna, Austria — exhibition Seibt — Zarnitz 165 8
15.638 396

? For indicative archaeological reports,
see Lafli et al. 2021, 11-13, # 5-6 [an
eagle (head r.) with outstretched wings,
between which a cruciform invoca-
tive monogram] - although the 12 lead
seals were purchased by the Bergama
Museum, they are probably local finds
of the area between Bergama, Izmir and
Manisa; Davidson 1952, 322, pls. 130-
131, # 2745-2750 (with uncertain iden-
tifications of the animal types); Nesbitt
1983, 163, # 13 (a peacock with outspread
tail on the obverse); Papadopoulou 2012,
136-137, # 2 (a peacock in profile);
IvaniSevié, Krsmanovi¢ 2013, 457-458, #
8 (a peacock with outspread tail on the
reverse); Bulgurlu 2016, 409, # 2 (a walk-
ing lion), 410, # 3 (an eagle with out-
stretched wings, between which a star),
419, # 12 (an eagle above inscription),
426, # 18 (a peacock with outspread tail);
Demirer, Elam 2018, 261, # 5 [an eagle
(head r.) with outstretched wings be-
tween which a star]; Bulgurlu 2018, 46,
# 4 [an eagle (head r.) with outstretched
wings, between which a cruciform in-
vocative monogram reading ©€OTOKE
BOHOEI; in its beak worm)].

3 Seals have seldom been found far from
their place of origin, except in transac-
tions that involved Constantinople
(Cheynet 1997, 108, 110). Unfortunately,
many seals presented in the Catalogue
lack provenance, because they have been
preserved in old collections or come
from the market.

4 The survival rate of Byzantine lead
seals has been low, especially when com-
pared to that of coins (Metcalf 1974, 178;
Oikonomides 1985, 10). One reason can
be that seals were reused, in order to
produce new blanks. Old useless seals
were recycled either by the addressees
of letters, whose confidentiality they
originally protected, or by the keepers
of official documents no longer valid
(Oikonomides 1987, 100-101; Koltsida-
Makre 1990, 55-60, particularly 55, 60).
Another reason is that seals were de-
stroyed, in order not to be reused by of-
ficials who lacked jurisdiction (Cheynet,
Caseau 2012, 140). And of course many
lead seals were corroded in the course of
the centuries (KoAtoida-Maxpn 2013,
156).

% Also, from the late 10" century occurs
the largest variety of hagiographic im-
ages on seals (Cotsonis 2008, 9).
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Table 2. Typological Distribution of the Table 3. Consulted Publications with Lead Seals Bearing the Peacock
Seals in the Sample (in arithmetical order)
SEALS-
ANIMALS NO. OF SEALS _ __ LOCATI?N SOURCI.EIABBREVIATED EDITION PEACOCKS
Eagle 276 Academia Republicii Populare Romane, Bucharest Laurent, Orghidan 2
Li Bulgaria Jordanov, Corpus 2
ion 30 FRTIN .
Bibliothéque Nationale, France Schlumberger 1
Peacock 29 Cyprus Metcalf 1
Blr_(:r(other) 28 Dumbarton Oaks and Fogg Museum, Washington DC, USA  DOSeals 9
Griffin 22 Edirne Museum, Turkey Elam 1
Hor_se-Centaur 8(6+2) Hermitage, St. Petersburg, Russia Sandrovskaja — Seibt 1
Sphinx 2 Istanbul Archaeological Museum (IAM), Turkey Cheynet — Gokyildirim — Bulgurlu, Istanbul 4
Ram 1 Numismatic Department, Vatican Apostolic Library, Italy Laurent, Vatican 1
Numismatic Museum of Athens, Greece Konstantopoulos 6
Vienna, Austria Seibt, Osterreich | 1
Table 4. Chronological Frequency of the Seals per Animal
ANIMAL S5th/6th 6th 6th/7th 7th 7th/8th 8th 8th/9th 9th  9th/10th | 10th |10th/11th 11th 11th/12th 12th 12th/13th
Bird (other) 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 10 3 3 1
Eagle 20 69 109 42 20 2 2 10 1 1
Griffin 1 16 2 2 1
Horse - Centaur H3 H3 Cc1 C1
Lion 8 8 1 1 9 2 1
Peacock 1 1 1 21 3 1 1
Ram 1
Sphinx 2
No. of Seals
1/t i L
1th 1
o/t [ 3
1ot [ o
oth/toth [ 1
Graph 1. Chronological Distribution of
the Sphragistic Image of the Peacock 0 5 10 15 20 25
Obverse

All the relevant seals bear the image of the peacock on their ob-
verse. More specifically, 16 seals (55.17 percent) show along their
circumference a circular invocative inscription surrounding the ani-
mal. The inscription mostly reads KVPIE BOHOEI TW CL AOVAW
(9 items: Cat. # 363, 367-368, 375-376, 378, 380-381, 389), and rarely
©€0TOKE BOHOEI TW CW AOVAW (2 items: Cat. # 366, 374), while
on five seals the circular invocative inscription is uncertain (Cat. #
372, 379, 385-387). Next there are 12 seals which display the peacock
alone (Cat. # 364, 370-371, 373, 377, 382-384, 388, 390-392), while on
one item it is surrounded by a border of pellets within double dotted
border (Cat. # 369; Graph 2). It has been suggested that the circu-
lar invocative legends evolved from the cruciform invocative mono-
grams, expressing the seal owner’s Christian faith and divine protec-
tion (Stavrakos 1997, 156, 158, 160).

Close scrutiny of the gathered material consisting of 396 animal
seals shows that the circular invocative inscription is found more often
on lead seals of the 10" century indeed (and sometimes earlier, in the



156 ELENI LIANTA, ANTHOUSA PAPAGIANNAKI

No. of Seals

with Border of Pellets Within Double
Dotted Border

with Circular Invocative Inscription 16

Animal Alone 12

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

No. of Seals
Peacock 16
Bird (other) 8
Lion 7
Eagle 5
Griffin 5

Sphinx 1

late 9/ early 10" centuries, or, later, in the 11" century), around the
image - in arithmetical order - of the peacock, different bird species,
the lion, the eagle, the griffin and the sphinx (Graph 3).

Reverse

The reverses of the seals with a peacock on their obverse can be
divided into those carrying an inscription, or a block monogram,® or
another animal (Graph 4).

Most plentiful are the inscriptions (86.21 percent of the total), all
in Greek (Cat. # 363-364, 366-370, 372-389). This category is domi-
nated numerically by inscriptions of five lines, followed by those of
four, six, and three lines (Graph 5). The inscriptions usually give the
name, occasionally accompanied with the family name, or the name,
the title and the office of the seal owner, and sometimes, if the name
appears on the obverse (Cat. # 376), just the title and the office.

The largest number of the seals in this group use the dative case,
since the invocative inscriptions KVPIE or ©€0OTOKE BOHOEI (TW
CW AOVAW) call for the dative.

The two seals, which bear a block monogram on their reverse (Cat.
# 371, 390),” use the genitive case, which persisted until ca. 725, and
represent only the personal name of the seal owner.

Finally, the two ‘bilateral’ seals, which couple the peacock with
another, albeit undetermined animal (Cat. # 391-392), are of uncertain

Graph 2. Pairing of the Peacock on the
Obverse

Graph 3. Circular Invocative
Inscriptions on the Obverse per Animal

¢ With letters arranged around a square.

" Block monograms formed a fairly
small category of the animal seals in
general.
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Graph 4. Distribution of the Peacock
Seals per Reverse Category

Graph 5. Distribution of the Peacock
Seals according to the Reverse
Inscription

® Namely geographical regions where
the seal owners exercised their function.

° Based on the absence of seals attrib-
uted to women from the consulted pub-
lished sigillographic sources. Scattered
sphragistic evidence dated in the 11%/12
centuries, associates, however, this ani-
mal image with a woman named Anna
(https://www.doaks.org/resources/seals/
byzantine-seals/BZS.1958.106.3765/
view accessed: 09.08.2022).

“In Byzantium, one out of every
20 boys received the baptismal name
TIoannis (Cheynet, Caseau 2012, 134-135).
Moreover, Ioannis is also the most popular
personal name found on seals with hagi-
ographic images from the 6" to the 12"
century (Cotsonis 2008, 18-19). Cotsonis
associates this trend with the influence by
the two New Testament figures Ioannis
the Evangelist and Ioannis the Baptist.

"This is the case, because the arrange-
ment of the letters in a monogram was
probably primarily aesthetic, and, thus,
the unconvincingly resolved readings are
often more than one.

No. of Seals
Block Monogram 2
Another Animal 2
Inscription 25
0 5 10 15 20 25 30
No. of Seals
Undefined 1
Six lines 3
Five lines 13
Four lines 7
Three lines 1
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

ownership, mainly due to the lack of an accompanying photograph for
the former and the state of preservation for the latter.

B. Ownership

Byzantine lead seals bearing the representation of the peacock are
informative, because they exhibit important information about their
owner: the gender, name, title, office and operation area.® The exam-
ined sigillographic evidence reveals that no imperial seals (e.g. bearing
imperial names) were decorated with the peacock. Moreover, it shows
that women did not prefer for their correspondence seals bearing this
motif.” On the contrary, this iconographic choice was made by men,
who were holders of dignities and/or offices in the civil and military
administration of the Byzantine Empire.

Personal names

The early seals of this animal type were issued by two individuals, who
chose to display their personal name only. The former (Cat. # 371)
belonged to an Ioannis, which was the most popular personal name
found on Byzantine seals bearing animal devices from the 6™ to the
12 centuries (21 examples),'” while the latter (Cat. # 390) is of uncer-
tain owner, because of its yet unresolved monogram which could read
Nikomachos or Makarios or Markos.'! It is worth mentioning that the
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Table 5. Seals with Family Names

NAME SURNAME SEAL CAT. NO. DATE
Gregorios Vaskinos 369, 370 10th c.
Konstantinos Varachalles 377 10th / 11th c.

Table 6. Seals with Dignities (without an Office) (in alphabetical order, not court rank)

OWNER SEAL CAT.NO. DATE
loannis imperial spatharokandidatos 373 10th c.
Niketas imperial spatharokandidatos 383 10th c.
Symeon Sgouros imperial protospatharios 384 11th / 12th c.
... primikerios and imperial spatharios 389 10th c.

name loannis appears on seals bearing three other animal types - the
eagle, the lion and the ram - although this evidence does not suggest
that this name refers to the same individual.

Furthermore, there is an informative little group of three seals
dated in the late 10™ and 10%/11"™ centuries which share a name and a
family name (Table 5).!?

It is still not certain if the seals in this category belonged to pri-
vate individuals or to officials writing in their private or even public
capacity.'® It is reasonable to assume, though, that simple seals with
personal names** dated in the 6™ century followed the general fashion
of the time — a fashion which changed in the 9" century, when inscrip-
tions became more detailed and personalized.

Titles

Apart from the lead seals with just names, 22 examples bear a name, a
title and/or an office. Among them, four seals record the owner’s name
and title only (one seal — Cat. # 389 — provides the dignity without its
holder’s name due to its worn condition).'® As Table 6 shows, in this
group the titles protospatharios, spatharokandidatos and spatharios,
are routinely modified by the epithet ‘imperial. Moreover, primike-
rios appears in conjunction with imperial spatharios (Cat. # 389). This
‘joint seal’ suggests that some seal-owners used to accumulate their
titles, when they were promoted to a new dignity which did not cancel
the previous one. In such a case, the seal is a witness to the owner’s
career as it unfolds.'®

Offices

Titles appeared not only as isolated dignities,"” but also in connection
with offices, which yield administrative and topographical informa-
tion about the Byzantine Empire. The collected sigillographic data re-
garding the image of the peacock reflects more than seven offices. Of
them, the seals of the strategoi account for five items, making 17.24

12 Stavrakos (2000, 38-39) discusses the
distinction between epithets and family
names, which evolved, in his opinion,
at a preliminary stage from the former.
For a summary of the literature devoted
to family names on Byzantine seals, see
Cotsonis 2008, 21, n. 68. For the ety-
mology of the surname Vaskinos, see
Sandrovskaja, Seibt 2005, 63.

13 There are two suggestions: a) offi-
cials would normally have two seals, the
former for their public and the latter for
their private correspondence (Metcalf
2004, 109), and b) officials in the exercise
of their functions, did use seals which
mentioned their first name only, or their
name accompanied by their family name
(Oikonomides, 1995, 71).

* According to Seibt (2016, 7), the evi-
dence suggests that seals with personal
names did not lessen the authority of
their owner. On the contrary, their sim-
ple nature made them ‘easy to handle’ by
illiterate people, for instance by soldiers.

5 There is no way of telling whether the
owners of those seals were litoi, namely
held a dignity but no office. The opposite
term, referring to officers without a title,
was apratoi (Kazhdan 1991, 143, 1238).

% For practical reasons, individuals
would often maintain the same animal
for their seals throughout their lifetimes
and only update their titles or offices. By
replacing their earlier seals with an iden-
tical design, they ensured that the recipi-
ents of their communications would still
recognize the unchanged ‘usual seal, an
expression that illuminates the tendency
of the Byzantines to be identified with a
particular seal design, which they repro-

duced on successive boulloteria. Of course, there were also some cases when seal owners would change their sphragistics (animal)

image after obtaining a new dignity, and being promoted or shifted to a different office.

17 Based on the evidence deriving from the Catalogue, titles found on animal lead seals exclusively as isolated dignities are (in
alphabetical order): anthypatos, apo eparchon, apo hypaton, hypatos, illustrios, kandidatos, kuvikularios, (imperial) mandator,
patrikios, primikerios, (imperial) protospatharios, sevastos, (imperial) spatharios, (imperial) spatharokandidatos, stratelates, (im-

perial) strator, valnitor, (imperial) vestitor.
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Table 7. Seals of Strategoi

OWNER SEAL CAT.NO DATE
loannis patrikios imperial protospatharios and strategos of Sicily 372 10th c.
Klados imperial spatharios and strategos of Hellas 375 10th c.
Leon imperial protospatharios and strategos of Thrace 378 10th c.
Theognostos (or Theoktistos) imperial protospatharios and strategos of the Armeniakoi 385 10th c.
Vardas imperial protospatharios and strategos of Hellas 388 10th c.
Table 8. Seals of Varied Officials
OWNER SEAL CAT.NO DATE
Konstantinos imperial protospatharios of the chrysotriklinos and domestikos of the Optimatoi 376 10th c.
Leon imperial protospatharios of the chrysotriklinos and domestikos of the Optimatoi 379 10th c.
[Theophanes?] imperial spatharokandidatos and domestikos of the theme of Chaldia 386 10th c.
Kallonas archon of Thebes [no dignity] 374 10th/11th c.
Methodios imperial protospatharios and archon of Chrepos 382 10th c.
Leon kommerkiarios of Nicaea [no dignity] 380 9th/10th c.
Georgios imperial spatharios and kommerkiarios of Chaldia 367 10th c.
Theophylaktos anthypatos patrikios and imperial protospatharios and Megas Hetaireiarches 387 10th c.
Eustathios asekretis and krites of Seleukeia and Tarsos 366 10th c.

80ther animal images, used by the
strategoi on eight additional seals in the
Catalogue, were, in descending order of
frequency, the griffin, the eagle, another
bird and the centaur. From the 8" up to
the 11" century, a strategos was in charge
of the military and civil (financial and ju-
dicial) affairs of a theme (Kazhdan 1991,
1964). Interestingly enough, the office
of the ‘epi ton varvaron’ which, together
with that of the ‘strategos, was the most
plentiful office found on the animal seals
of the Catalogue (13 items, 3.28 percent
of the total), did not adopt the sphragis-
tic image of the peacock, but those of the
eagle, the griffin and the lion instead.

The specimens on record name themes
in the eastern (Armeniakoi), and in the
western regions (Hellas, Sicily, Thrace). It
has been suggested, that seals of strategoi
without a geographical affiliation — which
is not the case here — were used locally,
and not for formal correspondence with
the capital (Tsougarakis 1990, 143). For
a sigillographic account on the theme of
Hellas, see Karagiorgou 2009, 24-31.

20n the basis of the sigillographic
evidence, it has been claimed that the
word ‘thema’ appeared on seals struck
in the second half of the 10™ century
(Karagiorgou et al. 2016, 290).

2ISeals Cat. # 374 and 380 stand out, be-
cause they omit the seal owner’s dignity.

2The Great Hetaireia was a grand unit of the
imperial bodyguards (Kazhdan 1991, 925).

percent of the total.'® All seals include a geographical affiliation either
with eastern or western themes of the Byzantine Empire."”” The evi-
dence reveals that the office of strategos was almost exclusively sup-
ported by the rank of imperial protospatharios, which was also con-
nected with the title patrikios appearing once (Table 7).

The domestikos of the Optimatoi in northwestern Asia Minor, op-
posite Constantinople (Kazhdan 1991, 647; IThaxoywvvaxkng 2001,
193) who was hierarchically lower than the Eastern strategos, and was
granted a title with a special court function, that of protospatharios of
the chrysotriklinos, occurs in two specimens (Cat. # 376, 379). Finally,
the only seal carrying the word ‘thema’ itself,*® belonged to another
domestikos, who governed the theme of Chaldia in northeastern Asia
Minor and was granted the dignity of spatharokandidatos (Cat. # 386).

The rest of the offices appear on just one or two seals each. For
instance, they belonged to archontes of towns, such as Thebes and
Chrepos (Cat. # 374, 382), to kommerkiarioi, who controlled imports
and exports, and collected duties in trade centers, like Nicaea (Cat.
# 380) or in larger geographical units, as the theme of Chaldia (Cat.
# 367).2! Two seals from the assemblage are particularly interesting.
The former, because it belonged to Theophylaktos, a megas hetaire-
iarches (Cat. # 387),” who was accorded the dignity of imperial proto-
spatharios, which was further connected with the titles anthypatos and
patrikios.”* And the latter, for it was issued by Eustathios, a thematic
judge (krites) acting as the administrator of Seleukeia (a coastal city,
capital of the theme of Seleukeia) and, probably later of Tarsos (a trade
and military centre of the Charsianon theme) (Cat. # 366), who held
the office of asekretis (imperial secretary) earlier in his life (Table 8).2

Surprisingly enough, given the iconographic significance of the
peacock discussed below, the sphragistic evidence reveals that indi-

Z According to the Taktika of the 9" and 10™ centuries, patrikios was a high-ranking dignity between anthypatos and protospa-
tharios (Kazhdan 1991, 1600). Thus, the written evidence is further realised by the sigillographic material.

*For the office of the asekretis, above the notarios and below the protoasekretis, see Shea 2022, 71-74. According to Shea (2022, 73,
table 3.5), in the 10" century, the majority of these officials did not have a title, as the owner of the seal in our sample.
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viduals from different ranks of the clergy (patriarchs, metropolitans,
bishops, priests, deacons, and minor orders)* and from monastic life
(monks or nuns) ** were not the owners of seals bearing the image of
the peacock.

From the above, it is evident that the sphragistic image of the pea-
cock was not exclusively associated with standard offices. It belonged
to provincial (strategos, domestikos, archon, krites, kommerkiarios),
and imperial court officials (asekretis, megas hetaireiarches).

C. Iconographic Analysis

Common today, the peacock, also known as the Indian or Blue pea-
fowl originated in India where it is its national bird. An impressive
omnivore, it is known for producing with its tail feathers a very elab-
orate display, noted even in sermons of the Church Fathers, such as
the Second Theological Oration of Gregory of Nazianzus delivered in
Constantinople in 380.%” It reached Europe probably via the Persians,
found its way to the temple of Hera in Samos becoming the goddess’s
symbol, and from there in at least one private collection in Athens in
the 5" century BC, where it could be viewed once a month for a fee
(Jennison 1937, 108-109, with references; Bodson 1998, 78-80). In
the Hellenistic period it was further associated with Dionysus, and
was farmed on an industrial scale by the Romans for the dinner table,
and to cover demand for keeping peacocks as pets and luxury items
such as fans or fly-swats made from its feathers (Toynbee 1973, 250;
Mynott 2018, 123, 135, with references). At the same time, images
of peacocks, predominantly within garden surroundings, adorned the
walls and floors of Roman villas.?®

In Byzantium, it was a staple of funerary art and church decoration,
as it referenced resurrection, immortality and paradise, partly fueled
by the legend of the incorruptibility of the peacock’s flesh: when dried
in the sun it does not putrefy like other types of meat, a miracle ac-
cording to St. Augustine (Bettenson 1972, 21.4; Maguire 1987, 60-61;
Harrison 1989; Sodini 1998, 306-313; Mapxn 2006, 154-172; Maguire
2021, 58; Cox Miller 2018, 21-23). When it comes to the images of
peacocks on the lead seals, they probably meant different things to
different people. In terms of iconography, they appear either frontal
with their tail outspread, a device that can cover most if not the whole
surface of the lead disc (Fig. 1a-b); moving towards one direction and
sometimes holding what may or may not be a tree branch (Fig. 2a-b).

On the early lead seals, the image of the peacock probably of-
fered protection to the owner of the lead seal similarly to an amulet.
The peacock’s sanctifying power could derive not only from its as-
sociation with the realm of the divine, but also from the fact that as
an omnivore, ophiophagy is part of its alimentary behaviour, with the
serpent typically viewed as a representation of evil. This is evident on
a marble panel datable to the 9" century AD from a templon screen in
Thebes, Greece, where a peacock consumes a snake (Skordara 2008,
426, # 186, with references). Thus, with the peacock’s fame as in-
destructible, its symbolism of immortality and paradise, an amuletic
function of the image may be considered.

The talismanic property of the peacock is more pronounced in the
medieval examples, where the invocation inscription spells it out: the
owner is asking for God’s intervention and help on his behalf. Three

»For the favourite hagiographic images
and narrative scenes selected by the ec-
clesiastical hierarchy on seals, see Penna
1998-1999, 266-270.

»%According to Cheynet and Caseau
(2012, 136), monks, who owned seals,
were probably prominent aristocrats
before joining monasticism, on the as-
sumption that, in Byzantium, only mem-
bers of the elite had in their possession a
boulloterion to strike seals.

"Two species of the genus Pavo exist:
the Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus) and
the Green peafowl (Pavo muticus) or
Burmese peafowl, the latter being cur-
rently a rare bird. A third species of pea-
cock, the Afropavo congesis, the Congo
peacock, is a very rare bird and never
made it to Europe, see Madge, McGowan
2002, 341-345, pl. 46: 160a-b, 161a-b,
162a-b. For the sermons of the Church
Fathers, see Maguire 1987, 18-19 and
Maguire 2021, 52 with further references.

*For example, on the walls of the so-
called Villa of Poppea in Oplontis near
Naples, see Mazzoleni, Pappalardo 2004,
126-163. On the mosaic floors of vil-
las around the Mediterranean Sea, see
Dunbabin 1978, 165-169. Also, Settis
2002.
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Fig. 1a-b. Lead seal of Konstantinos,
imperial protospatharios of the
Chrysotriklinos and domestikos of the
Optimatoi. Harvard Art Museums/
Arthur M. Sackler Museum, Bequest

of Thomas Whittemore. Image: ©
Dumbarton Oaks, Byzantine Collection,
Washington D.C. (BZS.1951.31.5.300).

» For the peacock stone fragments,
see Macridy et al. 1964, 264. For the
relevant architectural ceramic tiles, see
Gerstel, Lauffenburger 2001, 259, A.30
and 281, B.2.

Fig. 2a-b. Lead seal of Leon, imperial
protospatharios and strategos of Thrace.
Harvard Art Museums/Arthur M.
Sackler Museum, Bequest of Thomas
Whittemore. Image: © Dumbarton
Oaks, Byzantine Collection, Washington
D.C. (BZS.1951.31.5.1219).

Fig. 3a-b. Lead seal of Georgios, impe-
rial spatharios and kommerkiarios of
Chaldia: © Dumbarton Oaks, Byzantine
Coins and Seals Collection, Washington
D.C. (BZS.1958.106.3407).

lead seals with peacocks in our study sample invoke the help of the
Virgin (Cat. # 366, 374, 385). In Late Antiquity preachers and poets
described the Virgin with metaphorical images inspired by nature, a
practice that continued in the medieval period by Byzantine writers,
but not by artists, a consequence of Iconoclasm (Maguire 2021, 82-
88). The peacock, however, continued to act as a metaphor for par-
adise, particularly on items of private devotion such as the obverse
of an ivory triptych with Deisis and Saints datable to the end of the
10™ century AD, currently in the Vatican Museum (Inv. # 62441. See
Cornini 2008, 132, # 76; Eastmond 2015, 80). On the latter, peacocks
together with other birds and animals frame the victorious cross, thus
symbolising salvation. In the context of the lead seals, the owner is
invoking the Mother of God to act as an intermediary for his salvation
to Christ, using the peacock as a metaphor for the divine.

Within our sample, there are at least nine examples where the pea-
cock is depicted with its tail open, the wings decorated with bands of
pearls and tucked by its side (Fig. 3). This particular iconographic type
has been considered by Alicia Walker as an appropriation of Islamic
motifs and has been compared to the stone fragments of a peacock
uncovered from the ruins of the private monastery of Constantine Lips
dated to the 10" century AD, as well as a number of contemporary ar-
chitectural ceramic tiles (Walker 2012, 385-413).%° In principal there
is no disagreement with that theory and the spread of that motif on the
lead seals of different officials most probably denotes a fashion.

In 1959 George Galavaris argued that the animal imagery on the
lead seals emerged from a stimulus either contemporary to the seals or
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from other long-standing traditions, a notion further elaborated upon
by Christos Stavrakos (Galavaris 1959, 264-270; Stavrakos 2008,
281-299). Within this context, we may consider another layer on the
choice of the peacock in general on the medieval lead seals: it was
always a symbol of luxury and it is likely that its depiction on the lead
seals may have hinted either on individual wealth or the aspiration of
wealth. As we have already seen, its symbolism was used to create a
mirror of paradise on earth, in other words: a garden.

Peacocks may have featured in the private gardens and animal
parks in the estates of the wealthy. Some of those gardens probably
had either fountains potentially with peacocks as water sprouts, or
even the real animals strutting about. Such an urban garden may be
implied on a 14" century AD mosaic from Kariye Camii, showing the
caressing of the Virgin as an infant with two peacocks on the penden-
tives (Underwood 1967, Vol. 1, 70-71, pl. 108, 114-118). Despite its
late date, the presence of the two peacocks has to do on one level with
the Virgin (immortality, paradise, etc), but on another it may refer-
ence the gardens of the wealthy. After all, the patron of the monastery,
Theodoros Metochites, was a member of the Byzantine aristocracy
and owned a mansion with a garden (Guilland 1922, 82-95).3°

However, it is the parks of the suburban palaces and private es-
tates of the wealthy that interest us here, though none of them have
been preserved. From written sources we learn they covered extensive
grounds, landscaped in such a way that could include woods, pas-
tures, lakes, caves, ravines and hunting grounds. They were walled,
private, and likened to paradise (Maguire 2002, 23-35; Allsen 2006,
34-51). The description of the pleasure garden in the private estate of
Digenis Akrites follows that pattern, where the hero after defeating
his enemies, built a pleasure garden within an enclosed wall, drawing
water from the river Euphrates. That garden attracted not only local
wildlife, but also peacocks, parrots and swans thus alluding to para-
dise (Jeffreys 1998, 204-205).

As far as real parks are concerned, according to a 10"-century
poem by John Geometres part of the hunting grounds of the subur-
ban Aretai palace was decorated with sculptures, fountains, many of
which were animal shaped, and other artificial elements (Maguire
1990, 209-213). Geometres suggests that the grounds of the Aretai
palace may have housed animals from all over the world (John
Geometres, in: PG Vol. 106: 913A; Maguire 1990, 211; Papagiannaki
2017, 249). Whether that reference is an indication that real animals
were indeed housed there remains to be seen, particularly given that
the location of that palace remains unknown to us, but it could be
taken as a strong sign of a culture of sensory pleasure amongst the
Byzantines. It could also throw an extra light on the avian part of the
gift exchange between the emperor Michael VI (1056-57) and the
Fatimid ruler al-Mustansir bi-1lah (1029-1094) (for the gift exchange
see Qaddimi1 1996, 110). This included “white peacocks” amongst
other birds, which implies according to Nancy Sevéenko the exis-
tence of an imperial aviary, a hypothesis we agree with (Sevéenko
2002, 82). This aviary would need space and facilities for the birds
to successfully breed and for their chicks to survive. Therefore, it
may have existed in an animal park within the grounds of a suburban
palace such as the Aretai.

%%Even though there is no specific men-
tion of peacocks in Metochites’s garden,
there is no reason not to assume that they
were not resident in other gardens of the
elites.
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CONCLUSIONS

The sphragistic images of the peacock constitute a small percentage of
the animal sigillographic repertoire, making 7.32 percent of the total.
The data in the Catalogue reveals, however, that this animal device was
the third most popular image, and surpassed in numbers any other
animal type in the 10" century. The majority of the peacock seals men-
tioned the dignities and the offices of their holders, who belonged to
the civil and military bureaucracy. It is of note, that, among them, 12
items, namely 41.38 percent, included the geographical designations
(themes and cities) of their owners.

As far as their iconography is concerned, the lead seals display a
variety of images of the peacock invested with symbolic value and tal-
ismanic powers. As a metaphor for paradise, protection for the lead
seal owner and his affairs was the peacock’s primary function. At the
same time, peacocks on the lead seals may have been further inspired
by both the real birds and the artificial creatures decorating the gar-
dens of the wealthy. It is possible that they alluded to the wealth and
the luxury lifestyle or desire to project status and wealth of the lead
seal owners to the recipients of their correspondence. The peacock
imagery on the lead seals, may have been a way for all social classes to
experience the delight of such a luxury specimen.

APPENDIX: L1ST OF SEALS WITH THE REPRESENTATION OF THE
PEAcocCK FROM PUBLISHED COLLECTIONS

Cheynet et al. 2012 (Istanbul Archaeological Museum)
[#3.46;4.28; 8.82; 11.146]
[Cat. # 382, 389, 371, 392]

Dumbarton Oaks Seals

[Vol. 1:Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1991, # 5.17, 71.29; Vol. 2: Nesbitt,
Oikonomides 1994, # 8.40; Vol. 3:Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1996, # 71.6,
71.9; Vol. 4: McGeer et al. 2001, # 22.50, 32.5N, 32.18 (a) and (b); Vol.
5: McGeer et al. 2005, # 5.1]

[Cat. # 372,378, 388, 376, 379, 385, 386, 367, 366]

Elam (Edirne Museum)
[#10]
[Cat. # 387]

Jordanov, Corpus
[# 355-356, 1828-1829]
[Cat. # 381, 369]

Kwvotavtémovdog 1917 (Numismatic Museum of Athens)
[20, # 63; 137, # 513; 142, # 539; 285, # 48b; 290, # 122d; 339, # 513a]
[Cat. # 374, 384, 383, 375, 380, 363]

Laurent 1952, Orghidan
[# 191, 682]
[Cat. # 364, 391]
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Laurent 1962 (Vatican)
[#176]
[Cat. #377]

Metcalf (Cyprus)
[# 966]
[Cat. # 390]

Sandrovskaia, Seibt 2005 (Hermitage)

[# 44]
[Cat. #370]

Schlumberger 1884
[469, # 6]
[Cat. # 368]

Seibt 1978 (Vienna)
[# 193]
[Cat. #373]

ABBREVIATIONS

PG:J. P. Migne. Patrologiae cursus completus, Series Graeca, Paris 1844-1880.
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Hsakou pasmuciu 3a
1M300pa)KeHMATA Ha TTAYHU BBPXY
CPENHOBM3AHTUVICKI OJIOBHM
reqyaTu

Enenn JIMAHTA, Antyca ITATTAAHAKM

CraTusTta n3c/eiBa ClieljaaHa rpyna BUSaHTUIICKM O/IOBHY [TeYaTH,
BBPXy KOUTO ca M300paseHM MayHu. AHaIM3bT € U3BBPIIEH Bb3
OCHOBAa Ha IIpefCTaBMTeNHA M3BajfiKa OT 01130 TpuUAeceT Iedyara
OT MyOMMKYBaHM IBPXKABHU ¥ YaCTHU KOMEKIMU OT ILIe/Vs CBAT.
Ha mppBO MsICTO, CTAaTMsATa pasIyeXxja Tasy MKOHOrpadcka cxema
BBB BpbB3Ka C OOLIMpHATA Tpyla BU3AHTUIICKYM OJIOBHM IeYaTy C
nsobpaxxeHnss Ha XuBOTHU. Cllefl TOBa IIpaBM OIMNT Ja CBBpXKe
BBIIPOCHATA MKOHOTpadus C paHra, agMUHUCTPATUBHATA PO U
aMOuIMTe Ha COOCTBEHNUIINTE Ha [TeYaTyl, KaTo B3JIMa I10f] BHYMaHIe
TeXHUTE MMeHa, TUTIN, CIyXOu mnn npodecun, chepu Ha IeiHOCT,
HO C'BIIO U MSCTOTO Ha TO3Y MOTYB BbB BU3AaHMIICKOTO OOIECTBO U
M3KYCTBO.
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' The emergence of sakellarios as fi-
nancial overseer has been dated to the 9*
century by Brandes 2002, 427-479.

> The personnel of the genikos logo-
thetes is mentioned in the Taktikon of
Philotheos: Oikonomidés 1972, 113-115.
The chartoularioi of the arkla are called
notarioi in the same document (ibid.,
151). The Taktikon of Uspenskij mentions
only the chartoularioi of genikon (ibid.,
59). On the personnel of the genikon see
Brandes 2002, 195-210; Bury 1911, 86-
90; Oikonomideés 1972, 313-314. On the
oikistikos, see Nesbitt 1975, 342.

* The protonotarioi are attested in si-
gillographic record only. The notarioi
of the genikon logothesion (i.e., of the
arkla) also appear on seals until the end
of the 9" c. and no later, e.g. some speci-
mens in Laurent 1981, ## 384-396.

4 Haldon (1986) considers Lamia as a
placename in Constantinople where the
state granary was located. According to
Karagiorgou (2001, 109-112), the komes
of lamia took his name from the town
of Lamia in Central Greece — notably,
a grain supply region. According to an
older view, the word Aaytia is a corruption
of the Latin lamina and thus the komes
would have supervision of the mines (see
Bury 1911, 89; Oikonomideés 1972, 314).

> See for example the kometes ton basi-
likon horreion: Zacos, Veglery 1972, ##
2929 and 3066.
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The genikoi logothetai were high ministers of the Byzantine state and
were responsible for the general taxation. Thus, Patriarch Nikephoros
refers to this type of official as ‘the accountant of the public taxes,
who habitually is called genikos logothetes’ (Nikephoros Patriarch
1990, 116). They emerge relatively often in narrative sources and they
seem to have enjoyed considerable power in the civil administration
of this period. Before the consolidation of sakellarios as the overseer
of financial affairs,' it was likely the genikos logothetes who used to
have this power. He was the official usually charged with the execu-
tion of the financial measures of a ruler, like in the case of Justinian II
and Nikephoros I with their genikoi logothetai, Georgios the Syrian
and Niketas respectively. In a letter of Theodoros Stoudites from the
early 9" c., the genikos logothetes is considered as the highest office
(Stoudites 1992, 596, # 426). Even if this is an exaggeration, it is an
indication of the political capital that accompanied the office.

In the ministry of the genikon logothesion were numbered char-
toularioi, who by the end of the ninth century were termed megaloi
chartoularioi of the sekreton, who likely were keeping the central ca-
daster; the notarioi or chartoularioi of the arkla, who were responsible
for the provincial individual cadasters; the epoptai, who were respon-
sible for the maintenance and update of the cadaster in the provinces;
the oikistikos, who was probably responsible for tax exempted lands
and later rose in significance and directed his own bureau; the kom-
merkiarioi; the dioiketai, who were tax collectors appointed in each
financial district (Stoiknotg); and some lesser clerks of the chancery.?
In this period, the notarioi were most probably headed by a proto-
notarios, who however must have disappeared by the end of the 9"
c. since he does not figure in the Taktikon of Philotheos dated at 899.°
The genikos logothetes also administered the distribution of water in
the capital (wells, aqueducts, cisterns) through the komes of waters.
Finally, he controlled the food supply of Constantinople, through the
komes of lamia,* whose name in the period we examine here was still
komes ton basilikon horreion, from the Late Roman comes horreorum
who had been under the praetorian prefect.’
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There is an extensive ongoing discussion on the role of the kom-
merkiarioi which is unnecessary to repeat here. In this paper, we ac-
cept that the kommerkiarioi were connected to the supply of the army
through the network of provincial warehouses and through the old
system of synone (tax in kind), and also possibly to the commerce of
luxurious products, including silk, which had been their role before
the 7™ century and again from the 9" c. They played a pivotal role
in this crisis period (mid-7" to mid-8" c.), and thus they were often
high-ranking officials. Once a more stable system was established
through the thematic protonotarioi in the 8" century, the kommerki-
arioi started losing their significance. By the 9™ century they were no
more than collectors of the commercial tax — koppépkiov (cf. Brandes
2002, 239-425; Brubaker, Haldon 2011, 682-705; and Montinaro 2013,
who does not accept the connection to the supply of the army). The
assumption of the administration of the apothekai (i.e., warehouses)
must have been a highly profitable job (like any other tax-collecting
office). Therefore, it is hardly surprising that some genikoi logothetai
also assumed the administration of some apothekai as kommerkiarioi
(see below Kyriakos, # 6). Through their office as financial overseers
and their often close personal relationship with the ruler, they were
able to assume such tasks as well.

Traditionally, the genikoi logothetai are assumed to have emerged
from the so-called general (yevikr)) bank of the praetorian prefecture,
or from the comes sacrarum largitionum (Bury 1911, 86), although
the latter view was corrected later (Stein 1919, 147-151). These identi-
fications were further contested by Brandes who regarded the genikoi
logothetai as the continuation of the prefects themselves, and assumed
that the remains of the prefecture were amalgamated at some moment
into the ‘imperial logothesion, which later took the title ‘genikon;, be-
cause of the creation of the stratiotikon logothesion after the middle
of the 7™ century (Brandes 2002, 109-115, 180-198, 235-238; also ac-
cepted by Montinaro 2013, 402-405). The title imperial logothesion
appears, indeed, in this period in very few sources, suggesting a rather
short-term arrangement.® On the other hand, this does not neces-
sarily mean that an entirely new service with this name was created.
Alternatively, ‘imperial’ can be simply a title added to the name of the
office, just like the imperial chartoularioi, imperial asekretis, imperial
protonotarioi etc., exactly at a time that ‘logothetes’ emerged as the
generic term for heads of the most important civil services, while the
previous Roman nomenclature of the numerarii, scriniarii, discusso-
res etc. was abandoned in favour of Greek terms (chartoularioi, notar-
ioi, protonotarioi, dioiketai, etc.). In any case, it seems that the genikos
logothetes undertook most of the financial duties of the praetorian
prefects, including tax assessment and collection, grain supply for the
army and the capital, and so on. The office probably appeared once
the different state cashiers of the prefectures, of the largitiones, and of
the sakelle were merged into one, and the ‘general’ logothetes was put
in charge of all income. Whether his office had already existed as the
head of the ‘general’ cashier of the prefecture of the East, or whether it
was an entirely new creation, it cannot be ascertained.

The importance of the genikoi logothetai is underlined by their
sealing activity. In total we are aware of 36 genikoi logothetai that were
active between the late 7* and the mid-9™ c., attested through 143

®Seal of Stephanos, endoxotatos,
ex-magistros, divine (Belog, i.e. impe-
rial) logothetes and kommerkiarios of
Tyros, dated in ca. 565-578, i.e. cer-
tainly before the demise of the praeto-
rian prefecture: see Brandes 2002, 514,
# 14 for correct reading and references;
seal of Theodoros, hypatos and impe-
rial logothetes: DO BZS.1947.2.676 (ed.
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2926); seal of
Dorotheos, patrikios and imperial logo-
thetes: Laurent 1981, # 272; Georgios,
chartoularios of the divine (=imperial)
logothesion: Miracles of St. Artemios, in
IManadomovlog-Kepapevg 1909, 1-79,
here 120. The three latter specimens date
to the second half of the 7% c.
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Fig. 1. The activity of the genikoi
logothetai.

7 Of them, 16 strategoi remain anony-
mous (i.e. their names are not preserved
on the seal). They may be even fewer in
number, if these anonymoi are identified
with the known ones. In contrast, after
my research was conducted, there is only
one anonymous genikos logothetes for
this period (#21).

8 A total of 31 lead seals has been found
in these locations. Only one more lead
seal has an exact known findspot (# 7,
C.1). This remark should not conceal the
fact that most of the known lead seals (70
specimens) of genikoi logothetai from
this period belonged to former private
collections, such as those of G. Zacos,
and T. Whittemore, largely formed by
seals originating from Constantinople.

° This number becomes a vast major-
ity in the second half of the 9" c.: from
the 74 lead seals of 10 genikoi logothetai
(which are not included in the present
paper for the sake of brevity) recorded in
my database, 55 come from Bulgaria or
the Northern Black Sea area.

lead seals and 84 boulloteria (fig. 1). In this way, they constitute the
single most active official in the sigillographic record of this period.
For comparison, we know of 44 holders of the office strategos of the
Anatolikoi until the mid-9* c. - the highest military office of the em-
pire in this period — who issued 77 lead seals with 55 boulloteria so far
(Malatras 2021a, 286-287, 355-359).” In general the genikoi logothetai
are steadily represented throughout this period. Their sheer number
may suggest that we already know most, if not all, the holders of the
office in this period. Despite the appearance of dozens of thousands of
new lead seals, no unknown genikos logothetes has been revealed over
the past forty years, since Olbianos (here, # 35).

Seals of the genikoi logothetai have been discovered in vari-
ous parts of the empire. Most remarkably, they have been found in
large numbers in the fringes of or outside the empire, e.g. Bulgaria,
Cherson, Taman, Northern Caucasus, Syria.® This circumstance
should be linked to the international trade and the food supply of the
capital, which the ministry controlled through the kommerkiarioi and
the komes of lamia. In fact, as much the commercial tax appears more
solidly in the sources after the end of the 8" c., so much the num-
ber of seals of genikoi logothetai grows reciprocally in these places.’
Although smaller imports and exports and less important individuals
would be handled by the local kommerkiarioi, one can imagine that
these might have been compelled to communicate with their superiors
for more important exports, or for disputes arising from their actions,
or for special privileges issued to important individual merchants. In
some cases, these ‘exports’ may have been actually gifts that were ac-
companying diplomatic missions to foreign rulers and powerful men,
as J.-Cl. Cheynet argues (Cheynet 2022).

The average tenure of the genikoi logothetai spans over almost five
years, but shorter and longer terms are also recorded, such as in the
case of the deacon Ioannes (# 9), holder of the office for no more than
two years. On the other hand, Kyriakos (# 6) may have remained in
office for a decade, serving two successive emperors, Leontios (695-
698) and Tiberios II Apsimaros (698-705). His successor, Georgios (#
7), served most likely during the whole second reign of Justinian II
(705-711).

The career paths of the genikoi logothetai are not easily discernible.
First, the conventional names of several holders of the office (Leon,
Theodoros, Ioannes, etc.) make the possible identifications debatable.
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Secondly, lesser officials often did not issue seals, making it difficult
to observe whether the genikoi logothetai had begun their career in
the same logothesion, following a normal cursus honorum to higher
offices, or whether they served in other services as well.

They become better documented whenever they receive higher
status and change offices as heads of other important services. Where
it is possible to make some hypotheses, this has been noted in the
prosopographic catalogue that follows below. The pattern that seems
to emerge in this period is that the genikoi logothetai could also re-
ceive the office of logothetes of the dromos, but none can be linked
with any certainty to the sakelle, or the logothesia of stratiotikon and
idikon, and definitely none to the imperial cubiculum, including the
office of sakellarios.

The few demonstrable cases indicate that indeed the genikoi logo-
thetai had prior employment in the financial sector, as kommerkiarioi,
archontes of blatteion, and ergasteriarchai, or had served before as
subaltern officials in the genikon logothesion, as chartoularioi and no-
tarioi. The relationship of the genikoi logothetai to the kommerkiarioi
and the masters of the imperial factories seems to make a connection
to the old prefectural system, under which the arms factories used to
belong. On the other hand, these services could have become indepen-
dent, exactly like other logothesia, and this is suggested by the usually
high dignities of the kommerkiarioi and the archontes of blatteion:
hypatos, patrikios, and so on. By the end of the 8" c. the archontes
of blatteion disappeared as the imperial factories were placed under
the logothesion of idikon, while the kommerkiarioi lost their previous
high status and were placed under the genikon logothesion, as already
explained above.

In any case, one should not expect a uniform and definitive path-
way of professional development from simple clerks to ministers. The
highest positions depended solely on the discretion of the ruler and on
the political and social capital of the individual. Around the middle of
the 9 c., Meligalas passed from hypatos and abydikos of Thessalonike
to hypatos, imperial kommerkiarios and paraphylax of Abydos, and
then to imperial spatharios and chartoularios of the genikon logothe-
sion. Despite the fact that he acquired the higher dignities of imperial
spatharokandidatos and imperial protospatharios (with which many
genikoi logothetai are attested), he never earned a higher office than
those aforementioned (PmbZ (online), # 49051, 25049).

This means that the higher positions in the civil services were often
reserved for the most privileged individuals who usually and obviously
belonged to the already established older senatorial social layer. With
the possible exception of Theodotos (# 5), a hermit monk of unknown
origins, no other genikos logothetes is confirmed to have emerged
from the lower social layers. The few genikoi logothetai about whose
life and origins we have a certain idea (Nikephoros, # 24; Ploutinos, #
25; Niketas, # 26; Democharis, # 30; Petronas, # 36) belonged precisely
to this higher stratum of society and had a long prior service in the
tinancial administration of the empire. Unlike the military personnel
of the period, the genikoi logothetai had Greek names and were born
citizens of the empire. One exception might be Georgios the “Syrian”
(# 7), although it is possible that his family were citizens who had mi-
grated from the recently conquered by the Arabs Syria.
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""The chronological succession of the
genikoi logothetai in this catalogue
should not be understood as definite but
suggestive. References to publications of
seals are followed by the date each schol-
ar proposed for the respective specimen,
within brackets.

CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE OF THE GENIKOI
LOGOTHETAI*

1. Konstantinos, genikos (?) (650-700; ca. 675-700)

A.1. Istanbul Archaeological Museum, 490-2027: Cheynet et al.
2012, # 2.103 (second half of the 7" ¢.)

A.2. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1435 - office not read (first half of the
7% c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of @otoke Pordet
(Laurent type V)

Reverse: Cruciform monogram (name) with inscription on the
upper two quarters

(®eotoke Ponbdet) // (Kwvotavtivov) ye(vikod?)

The office of Konstantinos is not certain but there is no other
apparent office that would accommodate these letters. Cruciform
invocative monograms begin to appear on seals in the second half
of the 7" c. Regardless, Genitive was still widely used for the rest of
the inscription (like here) until it was almost fully replaced by Dative
at the dawn of the 8" c. Since the monogram of the type Laurent V
dominated after ca. 700, we would preferably date this seal to the last
quarter of the 7" c.

2. Paulos (667-700; ca. 680s)

Al. DO BZS.1947.2.674: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3162 (650-750);
Laurent 1981, # 276a (7*-8" ¢.)

A2. Archaeological Museum of Antioch, 363: Laurent 1981, #
276b (7*-8" c.)

A.3. BnF Seyrig 106: Cheynet et al. 1991, # 106 (end of the 7 - be-
ginning of the 8" ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®otoke Pordet
(Laurent type I); name in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in four lines; wreath border

(@eotoke Bondet) IavAw // yevik®d Aoyobétn

Paulos must be identified with the namesake hypatos and
SoknTAG TOV dvatohik®v (émapxi®v?), whose seal also bears this
cruciform invocative monogram and the owner’s name in the four
quarters (Malatras 2021a, 278, 365). In turn, he is probably the same
with Paulos, apo hypaton and dioiketes of the eastern provinces (t@v
dvatolik®@v €mapxidv) who participated in the Sixth Ecumenical
Council (680/681) and apparently belonged to the inner circle of the
emperor, as he attended only the sessions in which the emperor was
present (ACO 11/2.1, 14, 28 and passim). In this case, after the Council,
Paulos was promoted to genikos logothetes. There exists another seal
of Paulos with the dignity of hypatos and the office of logothetes with-
out specification, however, we are not certain that he was a logothetes
of the genikon or of another ministry (such as the stratiotikon) (Zacos,
Veglery 1972, # 2291).

3. Paulos, apo hypaton (667-700)
A.1. DO BZS.1951.31.5.905: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 961 (7" c.)
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Obverse: Inscription in four lines
Reverse: Inscription in four lines
+ IMadbAov ano dratwv // (kat) yevikod Aoyobétov +

Although it appears too coincidental that a second genikos logo-
thetes with the same name would be active in about the same peri-
od as the previous Paulos (above, # 2), the use of a seal with bilateral
inscription in Genitive (instead of the usual seals of the first Paulos
with an inscription in Dative and with a cruciform invocative mono-
gram on the Obverse) makes the identification of the two as uncer-
tain. Moreover, since the dignity apo hypaton is higher than hypatos,
Paulos, in the case of an identification, would have to return to the
office of genikos logothetes after having served as dioiketes of the east-
ern provinces, also abandoning the newer form of the legend in Dative.
In fact, a second high-ranking Paulos, apo hypaton patrikios, figures
in the Proceedings of the Sixth Ecumenical Council, although his of-
fice is not explicitly mentioned (ACO 11/2.1, 14, 26, 36 and passim).
Dumbarton Oaks preserves another contemporary seal of a namesake,
patrikios and magistros, with a bilateral inscription that could have
belonged to this Paulos at a later career stage (DO BZS.1947.2.691:
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 966b).

4. Michael, hypatos (680-700)

A.1. DO BZS.1947.2.670: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2903 (650-750);
Laurent 1981, # 274 (7™-8% ¢.)

Obverse: Inscription in four lines

Reverse: Inscription in four lines

+ @eoToke PorOn T® SovAw cov // + Mixan\ dmatw (kal) yevik®d
AoyoBétn

The lettering of the seal of Michael is reminiscent of that of the
well-dated seal of Theodotos (# 5). Therefore, it is reasonable to
place Michael chronologically either after Paulos and before the ap-
pointment of Theodotos (# 5) in ca. 693, or sometime in the reign of
Tiberios II (698-705) in case Kyriakos (# 6) did not serve all the con-
secutive years between 696 and 704.

5. Theodotos, monk (ca. 693-695)

A.1. Unknown present location: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1064A
(late 7™ ¢.)

Obverse: Inscription in four lines

Reverse: Inscription in five lines

+ @¢otoke PorBel O@e0d0Tw // + povaxd (kai) yevik®d Aoyobé[tn] +

Theodotos was a simple monk who was appointed genikos logo-
thetes by Justinian II. Even though Theophanes narrates about this
for the year 693/694, it is not unlikely that Theodotos served also ear-
lier. His harsh economic policy, and the means he used to achieve,
increased revenue for the fiscus but caused discontent of the popu-
lace. Once the rebellion of Leontios succeeded and Justinian was over-
thrown in 695, Theodotos was burned in public along with Stephanos
the Syrian (Theophanes 1883, 367-369).
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"The omission of the title kommerki-
arios is also attested on other seals,
not of genikoi logothetai: for example,
in 659/668 Stephanos styled him-
self as matpikiog &moBrkng ékatepag
TaAatiag, but in another as motpikiog
KOUEPKLAPLOG 4moBnKknG...: see
Montinaro 2013, 444-448.

6. Kyriakos, apo hypaton (later patrikios; apo hypaton patriki-
0s) (696-705; or 696/697 and 702-705)

Obverse (A to E): Emperor Leontios standing, holding a globus
cruciger (r. hand)

Reverse (A to E): Inscription in six lines

A.1. MZ 109: 09/11-01-2002, # 618; Peus 376: 29/30-10-2003, #
1303

A.2. G&M 241: 10-10-2016, # 2961

Tvdiktiwvog t'. Kvplakod and vmatwv // (kat) yevikod AoyoBétov
amoBrkng Ioavpiag kai Avkaoviag.

B.1. Hermitage: Zacos, Veglery 1972, 155, table 9 (696/697);
JIuxaues 1924, 180, # 11 (652-653)

B.2. Munich Staatliche Miinzsammlung, 321: Seibt, Zarnitz 2011,
#1.3.7 (696/697)

B.3. Zeus 13: 31-10-2020, # 1146

‘Tvdiktiwvog . Kvpraxod ano dmatwv // (kai) yevikod AoyoBétov
amoBrkng Kikikiag.

C.1. DO BZS§.1955.1.4378: Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1996, # 24.6;
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 195 (696/697)

Tvdiktiwvog . Kvprakod and dmatwv // (kai) yevikod AoyoBétov
amoBnkng Kamatiavig (kai) Avdiag.

D.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, #197 (696/697)

Tvdiktiwvog t'. Kvuplakod amd dmatwv // (kat) yevikod AoyoBétov
amobnkng Znkeliag.

E.1. Shandrovskaja 1995, 153-155 (696/697)

Tvdiktiwvog . Kvpraxod ano dmatwv // (kai) yevikod AoyoBétov
amobnkng Kwvotavtivovnoleog t.av...ot...

Obverse (F to G): Emperor Tiberios II standing, holding a globus
cruciger (r. hand)

Reverse (F to G): Inscription in six lines

E1l: DO BZS.1955.1.4379: Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1996, # 65.1;
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 203 (702/704)

Tvdiktiwvog a'. Tvdiktiwvog B'. Kvprakod matpikiov // (kai)
yevikod AoyoBétov amobikng KoAwviag (kat) Kapdywv.

G.1: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 204 (702/704)

Tvdwtiwvog a’. Tvéiktiwvog B'. Kuprakod matpikiov // (kat)
yevikod AoyoBétov amobnkng Aalikig.

Obverse (H): Cruciform invocative monogram of @sotdke foriOet
(Laurent type V); name in the four quarters

Reverse (H): Inscription in five lines (four surviving)

H.1: DO BZS.1958.106.5234: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3132 (first
half of the 8™ c.)

(®eotoke Porbet) Kvplakd // [amd dmatwv?] matpikiw (kat)
YEVIKD AoyoBéTn.

The designation on the seal “genikos logothetes of an apotheke”
may puzzle the reader. However, as Brandes has explained, what
seems to be the case here is that Kyriakos (and a few others after him)
simply missed the title kommerkiarios. Kyriakos was indeed the ge-
nikos logothetes, as one of his seals attests (H), and simultaneously
assumed for additional profit the administration of a series of apo-
thekai (Brandes 2002, 184-185)."" He thus undertook the apothekai
of Constantinople, of Lydia and Phrygia Pacatiane, of Isauria and
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Lycaonia, of Cilicia, and of Sicily for the same year (696/697) dur-
ing the reign of Leontios (695-698). He is again attested in 702-704
during the reign of Tiberios II (698-705), now with the higher title
patrikios, and the administration of the apothekai of Lazike, and of
Koloneia and Kamacha (on these, see also Montinaro 2013, 480-482,
486). It is unknown whether he remained genikos logothetes continu-
ously between 697 and 702, or he was replaced and returned in the
last years of the reign of Tiberios II.

Kyriakos also used a seal as genikos logothetes, obviously for the
purposes of his tasks that were not related to the administration of
the specific apothekai. This seal (H) was struck on a die with a small-
er surface and thus part of the inscription was lost. Above the first
preserved line with the dignity patrikios, one can see that there are
remains of at least another line that can only have contained a higher
dignity. In this period, this can only have been apo hypaton. As such,
Kyriakos must have received his promotion on the last year of the
reign of Tiberios II, as it appears extremely unlikely that he remained
in this office during the reinstatement of Justinian II to the throne
(705-711).

7. Georgios the Syrian, patrikios (ca. 705-711)

A.1. Athens Numismatic Museum, K 406: Kwvotavtomovlog
1917, # 406

A.2. DO BZS.1955.1.1324: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1478 (first half
of the 8™ ¢.)

A.3. DO BZS.1951.31.5.2051

Obverse (A): Cruciform invocative monogram of Kvpte 6 ®eog
(Zacos, Veglery type LXXIV); circular invocative inscription between
two wreath borders

Reverse (A): Cruciform monogram (name); circular inscription
between two wreath borders

(Kopte 6 ®edg) Ponbet 1@ 0@ dovdw // (Tewpyiw) matpikio (kat)
YeVik® AoyoBétn

B.1.DO BZS.1958.106.4714: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1479 (first half
of the 8" c.); Laurent 1981, # 300 (8- 9 ¢.)

B.2. Biga 8: 20-02-2022, # 735 (1 1t c.)

Obverse (B): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke BoriOet
(Laurent type V); wreath border

Reverse (B): Inscription in four lines; decoration with cross be-
tween two tendrils in the field above and below; wreath border

(@eotoke Bondet) // Tewpyiw matpikiw (kai) yevikd AoyobETL.

C.1. Athens Numismatic Museum, K 404: Laurent 1981, # 299b
(8M-9% ¢.); Kwvotavtonovog 1917, inv. 404 (81-9™ ¢.) (read as anony-
mous); APpapéa et al. 1990, # 15; Schlumberger 1884, 530, # 1 (8*-9
c.) (fig. 2)

D.1. BnF Cabinet des Médailles, 17: Laurent 1981, # 299a (8®-9% ¢.)

Obverse (C and D): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®gotoke
BonOet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

Reverse (C and D): Inscription in four lines; decoration with cross
between two tendrils in the field above and below; wreath border

(@eotoke Ponbel) @ dovAw cov // + Tewpyiw matpikiew (kat)
YEVIKD AoyoDETL.

E.1. Zacos and Veglery 1972, # 1926 (first half of the 8" c.)

Fig. 2. Georgios the Syrian, patrikios
and genikos logothetes. Athens
Numismatic Museum, K 404.
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"2He should be identified with Georges
[1] of Montinaro, 2013, 466-479. He
disappears in the reign of Tiberios II
(698-705) but returns in the first year of
Justinian IT’s second reign. Montinaro
2013, 486-490, preferred to distinguish
a Georges [3], however, the cursus ho-
norum fits perfectly. The huge num-
ber of apothekai that he administered
during the reigns of Justinian II are in-
dicative of the imperial favour and trust
that brought him eventually the dignity
patrikios and the office of genikos logo-
thetes.

E.2. DO BZS.1955.1.884: Laurent 1981, # 301 (erroneously read a
second dignity, imperial protospatharios) (8-9" c.)

Obverse (E): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke fondet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

Reverse (E): Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(®eotoke Ponbel) @ SovAw oov // + Teopynw matpnkiw (kat)
yeviko AoyoBétn.

E1. Archaeological Museum of Cherson: Anekceenxo 2005, # 3

Obverse (F): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke Bor0et
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

Reverse (F): Inscription in four lines; decoration with cross be-
tween two tendrils in the field above and below; wreath border

(@eotoke Ponbel) 1@ o® SovAw // + Tewpylw matpikiw (kat)
YEVIK® AoyoBétL.

Georgios “the Syrian” is attested as genikos logothetes only in the
last year of Justinian’s second reign. He issued, however, six different
boulloteria as a genikos logothetes and this may imply that he had served
longer, perhaps for the whole second reign of Justinian II (705-711).
Georgios was sent to Cherson by Justinian II to put down the revolt of
Bardanes-Philippikos who had been proclaimed emperor, but was mur-
dered by the rebellious citizens of the city (Theophanes 1883, 378-379).
He may have begun his career during the first reign of Justinian II (685-
695) with the dignity of skribon and later apo hypaton, and the offices of
genikos kommerkiarios, ergasteriarches and archon of the blatteion. In
the same period, this Georgios is attested as stratiotikos logothetes and
maybe logothetes of the imperial agelai, in both cases with the dignity of
hypatos (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1912; Leu 26: 08/13-07-2023, # 5860).
Once Justinian II returned to the throne, Georgios received promotion
to patrikios and took the prestigious office of genikos logothetes. Like
other genikoi logothetai, so Georgios too could have received the ad-
ministration of several apothekai as kommerkiarios during his tenure,
although on those seals he never stated the office of genikos logothetes.'

8. Theodosios, hypatos (later patrikios) (690-720)

A.1. DO BZS.1958.106.3044: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2470 (8"
c.); Laurent 1981, 280 (beginning of the 8" c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®gotoke Pondet
(Laurent type V) with name in the quarters; wreath border.

Reverse: Inscription in five lines.

(®=otoKe Ponbel) Oeodocim // + vrdTo (Koi) yevik®d Aoyobétn +

B.1. DO BZS.1947.2.680: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2473 (8" c.);
Laurent 1981, # 281a (beginning of the 8" c.)

B.2. DO BZS.1958.106.3811: Laurent 1981, 281b (beginning of
the 8" ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®gotoke Ponbet
(Laurent type V) with name in the quarters; wreath border.

Reverse: Inscription in five lines (four visible).

(®cotoKe Ponbdet) Ocodoacion // + matpikio (kai) yevik®d AoyoBé

In terms of lettering, the seals of Theodosios are very close to
the well-dated seal of loannes, deacon and genikos logothetes (713-
715). Possibly, he either preceded Georgios the Syrian (if the latter did
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not serve for the whole second reign of Justinian II) or served right
after him, during the reign of Bardanes-Philippikos (711-713). It is
not unlikely that he is in fact the ‘tax collector’ Theodosios, who was
raised to the throne in 715 by the soldiers of Opsikion. Apparently, the
choice of the soldiers and their officers may not have been as random
as Theophanes would like his readers to believe (Theophanes 1883,
385). In that case, Theodosios would have been a prominent figure in
the administration of the previous deposed emperor.

9. Ioannes, deacon (713-715)

A.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2007 (ca. 714)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®@gotoke Poridet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in four lines; wreath border

(@eotoke Porifet) T® SovAw oov // +Twdvvn Stakovw (kai) yevikd
Aoyobétn

Ioannes, despite being a cleric, was appointed genikos logothetes
during the reign of Artemios-Anastasios II (713-715) and in fact em-
barked on a defensive campaign to Rhodes as a general. However, the
soldiers rebelled and killed him (Theophanes 1883, 385). Just before,
probably under Philippikos (711-713), Ioannes had served as archon
of the blatteion (Sode 1997, # 186).

10. Theopemptos, patrikios (715-716)

A.l. DO BZS.1951.31.5.1762: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 220b
(715/716)

A.2. Museum August Kestner, L6.2005: Seibt 2011, # 7; Zacos,
Veglery 1972, # 220a (715/716)

A.3. Leu 26: 08/13-07-2023, # 5849 (715/716)

Obverse: Emperor Theodosios III standing, holding a globus cru-
ciger (r. hand)

Reverse: Inscription in seven lines (six lines surviving).

TvdikTidvog 1d'. @eoméuntov matpikiov // (kat) yevikod AoyoBétov
amofrkng Kwvotavtivovmolews.

Theopemptos succeeded Ioannes (# 9) as genikos logothetes dur-
ing the reign of Theodosios III and was also in charge of the apotheke
of Constantinople.

11. Thomas, patrikios (722-727)

A.1. DO BZS.1958.106.692: Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1991, # 77.11
(722/723); Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 232a (725/726)

A.2. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 232b (725/726)

B.1. DO BZS.1947.2.170: Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1991, # 18.49;
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 233 (726/727)

Obverse (A and B): Emperor Leon III and Konstantinos V, both
holding a globus cruciger (r. hand)

Reverse (A and B): Inscription in six lines.

Tvdiktidvos ¢ Owpd matpikiov yevikod Aoyobétov // kai
KoppepKLapiov anodnkng Meoeuppiag.

Tvdiktiwvog . Owud matpikiov yevikod Aoyobétov // kal
KoppepKLapiov amoBnkng Oecalovikig.
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30n all 8"-century seals magistros is
placed after the dignity of the holder, at
the place of an office.

C.1. DO BZS. 1955.1.665: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2557 (8™ c.);
Laurent 1981, # 25 (8™ ¢.)

Obverse (C): Cruciform invocative monogram of @eotoke fondet
(Laurent type V); name in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse (C): Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(®eotoke Pondet) Owud // + matpikio (kat) yevik®d Aoyobétn +.

Thomas is attested as genikos logothetes and genikos kommerki-
arios in the year 722/723 and again in 726/727. He may have been the
first genikos logothetes of the reign of Leon III. He later rose to mag-
istros, still considered an office in the 8" c., even if rather honorary
(Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3211)."

12. Theophanes, patrikios, imperial protospatharios (727- ca. 729)

A.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 234 (727/728)

Obverse (A): Emperor Leon III and Konstantinos V, both holding
a globus cruciger (r. hand); inscription in four lines; linear border

Reverse (A): Inscription in six lines; linear border.

Tvdiktiwvog ta”. @eo@av(ov)g matpikiov mpwtoonadapiov yevikod
AoyoOétov // (kai) koppepkiapiov dmodnkng Kovotavtivounolews.

B.1. DO BZS.1951.31.5.1887: Nesbitt, Oikonomides 1996, # 27.1;
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 235 (727/728)

B.2. Hermitage, M-7965: JInxaues 1991, # LXXIII.1, the name was
read as Dositheos (623).

C.1. BnF Seyrig, 139: Cheynet et al. 1991, # 139 (727/728); Zacos,
Veglery 1972, # 236 (727/728)

D.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 237 (727/728)

E.1. Hermitage, M-7966: JIuxaues 1991, # LXXIII.1 (624)

Obverse (B to E): Emperor Leon III and Konstantinos V, both
holding a globus cruciger (r. hand); inscription in five lines; linear
border

Reverse (B to E): Inscription in six lines; linear border.

Tvdiktidvogia’. @go@dvovg matpikiov factiikod mpwtoomabapiov
yevikod AoyoBétov // (kal) koppepkiapiov amobnkng BibBuviag
Zalovtapiog (kat) [Makatiovig.

Tvdiktiwvogia’. @eogavovg matpikiov faciAikod mpwtoomabapiov
yevikod AoyoBétov // (kai) koppepkiapiov dmodnikng EAAnomovtov
(kai) Avdiac.

Tvditiwvog a’. Ogopdvovg matpikiov Pacthikod Tpotooma-
Bap(iov) yevikod Aoyobétov // (kal) xoupepkiapiov amobnkng
OeaoaloVvikng.

TvdikTidvog 1p". @eopdavovg matpikiov facthikod mpwtoomabapiov
yevikod AoyoBétov // (kal) koppepkiapiov amobnkng Bibvviag
Zalovtapiag (kat) Takatiavrg.

E1. DO BZS.1955.1.1241: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2509a (first half
of the 8% c.); Laurent 1981, # 286b (first third of the 8% c.)

G.1. DO BZS.1955.1.1242: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2509b (first half
of the 8" c.); Laurent 1981, # 286¢ (first third of the 8 c.)

Obverse (F and G): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke
BonBet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

Reverse (F and G): Inscription in seven lines; wreath border

(®eotoke PorBet) T® SovAw cov // + Ogogavel matpikiw PactAkd
npwtoonabapiw (kai) yevik®d Aoyobétn +
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H.1. DO BZS.1958.106.4926: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 555B (first
half of the 8" c.); Laurent 1981, # 286a (first third of the 8" c.)

H.2. Zacos, Veglery 1972, 475, not described (first half of the 8" c.)

Obverse (H): Cruciform monogram of name with inscription in
the quarters; circular invocation; wreath border

Reverse (H): Inscription in three lines; circular inscription; wreath
border

OcotoKe PorBet T SovAw cov (Beopdvet) matpikio // + PactAkd
npwtoomabapiow (kai) yevik®d AoyoBét(n)

I.1. DO BZS.1955.1.640: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2510 (first half of
the 8" ¢.); Laurent 1981, # 288 (first half of the 8" ¢.)

Obverse (I): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke Bor0et
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the quarters; wreath border

Reverse (I): Cruciform monogram of name and dignity; inscrip-
tion in the four quarters; wreath border

(@eotoke Borbet) T SovAw cov // (@eo@dvn matpikiw) fac(IAK®)
(mpwto)on(aBapiw) (kai) yev(ik®) Aoy(oBétn)

Theophanes succeeded Thomas as genikos logothetes in 727. With
9 boulloteria and 11 lead seals, he is the best attested genikos logo-
thetes of this period. This also suggests that he remained for quite a
few years in this position. It is not unlikely that he is the patrikios and
magistros Theophanes Monotes attested in 741, during the rebellion of
Artabasdos, who was entrusted the position of the ek prosopou (rep-
resentative) of the emperor Konstantinos V, but eventually betrayed
him by helping at the proclamation of Artabasdos as an emperor in the
capital (Theophanes 1883, 415).

13. Ioannes, hypatos (later also imperial spatharios, and finally
patrikios) (730-750)

A.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2021 (first half of the 8" c.)

A.2. BnF Seyrig, 107: Cheynet et al. 1991, # 139 (first half of the
8hc)

A.3. Museum of Antioch (Hatay): Laurent 1981, # 277 (8" ¢.)

A.4. GB, # 6493 (8"-9" ¢.)

A.5. Private collection S. Kofopoulos, 1387: Cheynet 2022, # 2.124
(7th/8%h ¢.)

Obverse (A): Cruciform invocative monogram of @sotoke foriOet
(Laurent type V); name and small stars in the four quarters; wreath
border

Reverse (A): Inscription in four lines; decoration of a cross be-
tween two tendrils in the upper and lower field; wreath border

(@eotoke Ponder) Twavvn + // + dmatw (kal) yevik® AoyoOEn.

B.1. DO BZS.1955.1.966: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2026, read as
imperial protospatharios (first half of the 8" c.); Laurent 1981, # 279
(8thc.)

C.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2039Aa (first half of the 8" c.)

C.2. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2039AD (first half of the 8" c.)

D.1. Burdur Archaeological Museum, K 129.32.94 (unpublished)

Obverse (B to D): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke for0et
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse (B to D): Inscription in six lines; decoration of a cross be-
tween two tendrils in the upper and lower field; wreath border
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“This seal, with a cruciform mono-
gram of the name of the owner and
circular inscription, does not fit with
the type of seals that Ioannes made as
genikos logothetes.

B: (@¢otoke Porfet) 7@ 0d dovhw // + Twdavvn vmatw Pa(oAkd)
onaBap(iw) (kai) yeviko AoyoBétn +.

C and D: (@¢otoke Pondet) 1@ 0@ SovAw // + Twavvy matpikio
(kai) yevik® AoyoBétn +.

The seals of loannes are epigraphically close to the seal of
Theophanes, patrikios, imperial protospatharios and genikos logo-
thetes, as well as some other seals that were issued in the second
quarter of the 8" c. Since between at least 722 and 729, Thomas and
Theophanes were genikoi logothetai, Ioannes served probably later in
the reign of Leon III in the 730s or in the 740s. He was in charge for
long enough to issue 3 boulloteria as genikos logothetes, to acquire the
additional dignity of imperial spatharios, and even to be promoted to
patrikios later.

This Ioannes may have served earlier as genikos kommerkiarios
(711-714) and as ergasteriarches and archon of the blatteion with the
dignity of apo eparchon and then in the 720s as hypatos (Montinaro
2013, Jean [6] and [7]: 439-440, 492, 494-495, 503-504, 508-509). His
cursus honorum should be linked then with the state financial ser-
vices and fits well to the dating of his seals as genikos logothetes. It
is less certain, yet entirely possible, that he may be identified with a
namesake logothetes of the dromos from the same period (G&M 147:
07-03-2006, # 2489).*

14. Leon, hypatos (740-770; ca. 750%)

A.1. DO BZS.1955.1.1008: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2116 (8" c.);
Laurent 1981, # 294a (8%/9" c.)

A.2. Istanbul Archaeological Museum (former collection of
Osman Bey): Laurent 1981, # 294a (8"/9" c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of @sotoke Porifet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in four lines; decoration of a cross between
two tendrils in the upper and lower field; wreath border

(®eotoke Ponbet) T® 0@ SovAw // + Aéovti bmat(w) (kal) yevik®
AoyoBétn.

Epigraphically the seals of Leon are close chronologically to the
seal of Leon, imperial protospatharios and logothetes of the dromos
who was killed in ca. 762 by the Bulgars (Theophanes 1883, 431). If
the two can be identified, Leon would have served as genikos logo-
thetes around 750, before his promotion to imperial protospatharios
and logothetes of the dromos.

15. Theophylaktos, patrikios (750-775)

A.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2541 (second half of the 8" c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of Kvpie Pondet
(Laurent type VIII) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in six lines; wreath border

(Kbvpte Bonibet) 1@ 0d dovAw // + Beogpulaxtw matpi(kiw) (kai)
yevik(®) AoyoBétn.

Theophylaktos may have served earlier as hypatos and logothetes
of the oxys dromos (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3204).
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16. Konstantinos, imperial (proto?)spatharios (later patrikios)
(750-775)

A.1. DO BZS.1958.106.3801: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 785 (8" c.);
Laurent 1981, # 282 (8" ¢.)

Obverse: Inscription in four lines

Reverse: Inscription in five lines

Xpiote Boribn 1@ 0@ SovAw // Kwvotavtivw (mpwto?)onad(apiw)
(kat) yevik® AoyoBétn.

B.1. Private collection S. Kofopoulos inv. 2124: Cheynet 2022, #
2.125 (first half of the 8" ¢.)

Obverse: Inscription in five lines

Reverse: Inscription in six lines

X[plote Borbn 1@ 0® dovAw // Kwv[o]tavt[iv]w matpikio (kat)
yevik® AoyoB(étn).

There seems to be enough space on Konstantinos’ first boulloterion
for both a B and an A, the abbreviations for “imperial” and “proto-” re-
spectively, especially since the dignity protospatharios is never attested
in this period without the designation “imperial” and since imperial
spatharios is rather low for a high minister. The lettering of the seal of
Konstantinos points to a date around the middle of the 8" century, and
more precisely in the third quarter of this century. Invocations to Christ
are rarer and mostly appear during the first period of Iconoclasm. Some
decades earlier is dated the seal of Konstantinos, hypatos and chartou-
larios of the genikon logothesion (second quarter of the 8" century)
(Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1810; Laurent 1981, ## 362-363). It is not un-
likely that we are dealing with the same person.

17. Leon, patrikios (760-790)

A.1. DO BZS.1955.1.1017: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2129 (second
half of the 8" c.); Laurent 1981, # 295 (8%/9% c.)

B.1. Munich Staatliche Miinzsammlung, 555: unpublished, see
photo in Miiller Solingen 72: 23-10-1992, # 694 (750-800)

B.2. Athens Numismatic Museum, K 403: Kwvotavtomovlog
1917, # 403 (read as Anonymous) (8*-9 c.) (fig. 3)

C.1. Library of the Romanian Academy, Numismatic Cabinet,
Collection Orghidan 181/0.7992/L.168: Laurent 1952, # 168, the
name is read as Basileios (8*/9% c.)

Obverse (A to C): Cruciform invocative monogram of Kipte
PonOet (Laurent type VIII) with inscription in the four quarters;
wreath border

Reverse (A to C): Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(Kbpre pondet) 1@ od dovhw // + Aéovti matpik(iw) (kai) yevik(®)
AoyoBeétn.

The name of the official on the Athenian specimen (B.2) has not
been preserved, save some remains on the first line, seemingly an E.
After personal examination it was clarified that it was struck by the
same boulloterion as the specimen from the museum of Munich, and,
therefore, it belonged to Leon.

The name of the official on the specimen from the former collec-
tion of G. Orghidan (C) was read by Laurent as Basileios. However,
after close examination, it seems that the correct reading is Leon.

Fig. 3. Leon, patrikios and genikos log-
othetes. Athens Numismatic Museum,
K 403.
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*The following scenario may be pro-
posed: Theodoros served under Leon
IV (775-780), and once Konstantinos VI
assumed power as sole emperor in 790,
re-instated and promoted a supporter of
his father.

Furthermore, the alignment of the inscription is the same as the
Munich specimen (B) with only slight differences in the exact position
of the letters in the fourth line.

The seals of this Leon are later chronologically from the seals of
Leon (# 14), while they bear a cruciform monogram with an invo-
cation to the Lord instead of Theotokos, which makes uncertain an
identification between the two. Less likely, however, if the identifica-
tion that was proposed between that Leon (# 14) and Leon, logothetes
of the dromos from the year 762, is not correct (and thus he could
have served later than the 750s), it is not unlikely that the two Leontes
genikoi logothetai (## 14 and 17) were the same person. However, for
the reasons just explained, it seems unreasonable to accept this latter
identification, and more convincing to keep the distinction between
the two homonymoi.

18. Theodoros, hypatos (later apo hypaton patrikios) (760-800)

A.1. DO BZS.1951.31.5.1243: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2435 [750-
850]; Laurent 1981, # 289 (8t/9® c.)

A.2.DO BZS.1955.1.1281: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2596a, name not
read (8™ c.)

A.3.DO BZS.1955.1.1282: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2596b, name not
read (8" c.)

A.4. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, H-8-95: AnekceeHKo
2005, #1

A.5. Private collection S. Kofopoulos, 856: Cheynet 2022, # 2.126
(second half of the 8" c.); MZ 76: 10-11-1993, # 1390/112

B.1. DO BZS.1958.106.4397: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2417 (first half
of the 8 c.); Laurent 1981, # 290 (8%/9% ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of @totoke Pordet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(®eotoke PorBet) T® 0@ SovAw // + Oeodwpw LTTATW (Kai) YEVIKD
Aoyofétn +.

(®eotoke Ponbet) 1@ 0@ Sovw // + Oeodwpw &md VI(dTwV)
natp(kiw) (kat) yevik(®) Aoy(obétn).

Theodoros is attested as genikos logothetes first with the dig-
nity of hypatos. Next he is attested with the dignity of apo hypaton
patrikios, which stands hierarchically much higher. Unless this is an
exceptional case in which Theodoros in just a few years received the
promotions from hypatos to protospatharios, then to patrikios (both
unobservable), and finally to apo hypaton patrikios, I would argue
that he served as genikos logothetes for a second time in his career
(after a break in another position?), then with the highest dignity of
apo hypaton patrikios. This is also implied by the dating of his seals as
hypatos, closer to the 760s-770s (the wide (J; the horseshoe shape of
MM and the short ') while his later seal as apo hypaton patrikios seems
to date towards the end of this century; it resembles somehow the
seal of Niketas, patrikios and strategos of Sikelia (796-799) (Nesbitt,
Oikonomides 1991, # 5.21)."> This career pattern fits well also with the
political instability in the last two decades of the 8" c., with the fre-
quent changes of rule and power balance between empress Eirene and
her son Konstantinos VI. This instability is also reflected in the large
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number of attested genikoi logothetai. At least ten to twelve genikoi
logothetai were in charge within this period.

Quite possibly Theodoros served earlier in the logothesion as a
chartoularios (DO BZS.1947.2.678: Laurent 1981, # 361).

19. Sisinnios, patrikios, imperial protospatharios (767-800)

A.1. DO BZS.1958.106.1547: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2372 (750-
850); Laurent 1981, # 284 (end of the 8" c.)

A.2. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-41-95: AnexceeHKO
2005, # 2

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of @gotoke BoriOet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(@eotoke PonBet) T® 0@ SoVAwW // + Xiotvviw matpik(iw) B(actAkd)
(mpwto)om(aBapiw) (kai) yevik(®) AoyoO(étn).

Sisinnios probably served early in the reign of Konstantinos V as
archon of the blatteion with the dignities of hypatos and later patrikios
(Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 267, hypatos: 749/750, and # 269, patrikios:
ca. 751-775). The seals of Sisinnios as genikos logothetes resemble the
seals of the namesake with the same dignities and the office of komes
of Opsikion.' Institutional mobility between the civil and the military
sector is a rather rare phenomenon, but one can certainly observe it
even in this period, like in the aforementioned case of deacon Ioannes
(#9) who assumed the generalship of a campaigning force, while being
a genikos logothetes and a deacon of the Great Church.

20. Michael (767-800)

A.1.IFEB, 590: Laurent 1981, # 303 (8"/9" ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®gotoke Poridet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in four lines (three surviving); wreath border

(@eotoke PonBet) [t]o o[®@ OSJovA[w] // Mix[a]hh ye[vInko
[AoyoB(gtn)].

The reading of the office of Michael is not fully certain, but there
is no other office that would accommodate the surviving letters, con-
sidering also that the designation “genikos” of the kommerkiarioi was
also dropped around ca. 730.

21.Anonymous, patrikios and genikos logothetes (767-800)

A.1. Sudak (collection n/a): Stepanova 1999, # 18 (9" c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of Kipie PorOet
(Laurent type VIII) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in four (?) lines; wreath border

(Kbpre pondet) 1@ [o®] SovA[w] // (..alw or ..\w...) [T]atpk(iw)
(kat) [ye]vik(®) Ao[yo]O¢[t(n)].

The name of the genikos logothetes is not preserved on the seal.
However, a closer inspection reveals traces of three letters, the first
probably an A or I, then probably a A, while the last one most likely
an (U, and not a K, like the editor read. It is also not clear whether an-
other line is missing above. If there is an additional line, names such

YAn earlier Sisinnios (first half of
the 8" c.) had served as hypatos, im-
perial asekretis and logothetes of the
agelai and the dromos at the same
time: DO BZS.1947.2.201 and DO
BZS.1951.31.5.1586, see Laurent 1981,
# 411. He cannot be identified with the
genikos logothetes under consideration
here.
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as Theophilos, Nikolaos etc. would appear too short. If there is no line
missing, one could think of a name such as [®]iAw[0(¢w)] (Philotheos)
or the less frequently attested [K]aAw[k(Opw)] (Kalokyros). In any
case, he cannot be identified to any known genikos logothetes of this
period.

22. Stephanos, imperial spatharios (later hypatos) (ca. 780-810)

A.1. DO BZS.1947.2.675: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3185 (late 8" -
early 9" c.); Laurent 1981, # 291, the dignity is read as imperial proto-
spatharios (8/9% c.)

A.2. Biga 8: 20-02-2022, # 745 (11" ¢.)

B.1. Nummitra 42: 22-11-2024, # 1328 (ca. 6™-11" ¢.)

Obverse (A and B): Cruciform invocative monogram of Kopie
Porbet (Laurent type VIII) with inscription in the four quarters;
wreath border

Reverse (A and B): Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(Kopie BonOet) 1@ 0@ dovhw // + Zrepavw P(acthik®d) omad(apiw)
(kai) yev(ikd) AoyoBérn.

(Kvpre BonBet) [t]® 0@ [Sov]A[w] // [+ Zt]epdv[w] dmat[w] (kai)
yevik(®) Aoy[oB(étn)].

The seals of Stephanos can be dated to the late 8" or the very be-
ginning of the 9™ century. Since the genikoi logothetai Theodoros,
Nikephoros, Nikolaos and Niketas are more precisely placed in the
790s-800s, it seems more probable to attribute Stephanos to the 780s.
His low dignity is perhaps indicative of the newly formed circle of
supporters (and ministers) that Eirene began to assemble once she as-
sumed the regency of her son Konstantinos VI in 780.

23. Nikolaos, patrikios (790-810)

A.1.DO BZS.1955.1.1286: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2292a, the name
is read as Paulos (9% c.)

A.2.DO BZS.1955.1.1287: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2292b, the name
is read as Paulos (9% c.)

A.3. Hermitage: Laurent 1981, # 304 (first half of the 9" c.);
Schlumberger 1884, 531-532

A.4. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2218A (750-850); Laurent 1981, # 304
(first half of the 9" ¢.)

A.5. Cheynet et al. 2012, # 2.108 (first half of the 9" ¢.)

B.1. DO BZS.1955.1.1116

B.2. Library of the Romanian Academy, Numismatic Cabinet,
Collection Orghidan 182/0.7993/L.169: Laurent 1952, # 169, name
not read (9" c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of @sotoke Porifet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath border

Reverse: Inscription in four lines; wreath border

(®eotoke Ponfet) 1@ 0@ dovAw // + Nikohdw matpik(iw) (kai)
yevik(®) AoyoBét(n).

The seals of Nikolaos are contemporary to the seals of Nikephoros,
the future emperor. It can be suggested, therefore, that he either direct-
ly preceded or followed him in case Niketas did not serve throughout
the reign of Nikephoros (802-811).
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The name of the official on two specimens was erroneously read
as Paulos by Zacos and Veglery. However, after careful examination it
was certified that they were struck with the same boulloterion (A) as
the other specimens. Similarly, the specimen of the G. Orghidan col-
lection was considered by the editor as of an anonymous issuer, how-
ever, it comes from the same boulloterion (B) like the seal from the
Dumbarton Oaks collection, where the name Nikolaos is well visible.
We know of the seal of a Nikolaos, chartoularios of the genikon logo-
thesion, but this dates about half a century earlier, and thus it cannot
have belonged to our Nikolaos here (Laurent 1981, # 355). However,
another seal of Nikolaos, hypatos and imperial notarios of the genikon
logothesion, is contemporary to our genikos logothetes here, and
hence we have probably a promotion from an imperial notarios to a
genikos logothetes (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 3149).

24. Nikephoros, imperial protospatharios (later also patrikios)
(ca. 797-802)

A.1. Sode 1997, # 287 (first half of the 9" c.)

A.2. Ares 7: 21-02-2020, # 832

A.3. Naumann 145: 06-10-2024, # 964

A.4. Biga 24: 22-10-2023, # 817

B.1. DO BZS.1955.1.529: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2224a (late 8™-
early 9" c.); Laurent 1981, # 302a (8%/9" c.)

C.1. DO BZS.1955.1.1090: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2224b (late 8-
early 9™ c.); Laurent 1981, # 302b (8%/9% c.)

C.2. Zacos and Veglery 1972, # 2224c (late 8- early9™ c.)

C.3. Papillon 7: 10/11-07-2021, # 908

C.4. Private collection R. Feind, MSB-27 (fig. 4)

C.5. Private collection R. Feind, MSB-59 (fig. 5)

C.6. DO BZS.1951.31.5.1999

C.7: Zeus 12: 28/29-08-2020, # 789, read as Theodoros (9™ c.)

Obverse (A to C): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke
BonOet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath
border

Reverse (A and C): Inscription in four lines; wreath border

Reverse (B): Inscription in five lines; wreath border

(A): (@eotoke Ponbet) T® 0@ doVAw // + Nikneopw P(actAik®)
(mpwto)om(aBapiw) (kai) yev(ikd) AoyoO(étn).

(B) and (C): (®eotoke Porbel) 1@ od® SovAw // + Nikngopw
natp(kiw) P(acthik®) (mpwto)om(abapiw) (kat) yevik® Aoyod(étn).

This official is the well-known future emperor Nikephoros I (802-
811), who came from Seleukeia of Isauria. The length of his tenure
is not known but it is unlikely that it exceeded the rise of Eirene to
the throne as sole ruler (797-802). In 802, Nikephoros led a successful
coup against Eirene and ascended the throne (Theophanes 1883, 476).

25. Ploutinos, patrikios (802-820)

A.1. Istanbul Archaeological Museum, 84: Cheynet et al. 2012, #
2.105 (8™/9t ¢.); Ebersolt, # 416

B.1. Private collection Alessi, 5029: Castrizio 1990, # 2; Kislinger,
Seibt 1998, # 11 (first third of the 9% c.)

C.1. BnF Zacos 4300 (unpublished)

Fig. 4. Nikephoros, imperial protospa-
tharios. Collection R. Feind, MSB-27.

Fig. 5. Nikephoros, imperial protospa-
tharios. Collection R. Feind, MSB-59.
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"This seal also comes from Sicily, thus
the connection between the two, despite
the hierarchical gap between the two po-
sitions, seems plausible.

Obverse (A to C): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke
BonOet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath
border

Reverse (A to C): Inscription in four lines; wreath border

(®eotoke PoniBet) @ 0@ SovAw // + IThovTiv(w) matpik(iw) (kat)
YeVIK® AoyoBétL

Ploutinos has been tentatively identified with the father of Joseph
the Hymnographer, who lived in the later 8" and the early 9" c. in Sicily.
The family of Joseph, educated and rich, was forced to abandon Sicily
at the wake of the Arab invasion of the island in the 820s and was then
established in the Peloponnese (Life of St. Joseph the Hymnographer
[BHG 944] 1901, 2-3; Life of St. Joseph the Hymnographer [BHG 946]
1862, 942-945). The Sicilian connection of the genikos logothetes (one
of the two specimens was found in Sicily), the rare name, and the dating
of the seals to the lifetime of the father of Joseph the Hymnographer,
points in favour of an identification between the two. Ploutinos would
be contacting his family on the island. If it is true — according to one
of the two versions of the Life of Joseph - that the father Ploutinos had
been already deceased by the time of the family migration, it could
explain why the rest of the family chose to migrate to the Peloponnese
and not to Constantinople where Ploutinos would be already estab-
lished necessarily for his office. In this case, Ploutinos may have served
right before Niketas, assuming Niketas did not serve throughout the
whole reign of Nikephoros, or right after him, in the 810s.

At a much earlier career stage, Ploutinos was probably a komes
of the agelai, that is a lesser official in the logothesion of the agelai
(Manganaro 2003-2004, # 41)."” This is so far the only case that docu-
ments a lesser official moving from another logothesion eventually to
become a genikos logothetes.

26. Niketas, patrikios (ca. 810-811)

Niketas was relative to Theodoros Stoudites, himself coming from
an elite family, and was a trusted official of the emperor Nikephoros I.
While on campaign in 807-808, the emperor left Niketas to act as dep-
uty in his stead (Stoudites 1992, # 27). In the last year of Nikephoros’
reign, Niketas was already a genikos logothetes and maintained the
position of an imperial deputy (Theophanes 1883, 489). We are una-
ware of how long he was genikos logothetes but this arrangement pos-
sibly lasted for quite a few years. On the other hand, the great number
of attested genikoi logothetai in this period gives us the impression
that there was probably one more genikos logothetes during the early
reign of Nikephoros I, maybe Ploutinos (# 25) or Nikolaos (# 23), as
discussed above.

In his capacity as genikos logothetes, Niketas was assigned to carry
out the economic policy of Nikephoros, which brought many griev-
ances to the elite and the monasteries. No seal of Niketas as genikos
logothetes has been preserved, however, in the former collection of G.
Zacos, there is the seal of Niketas, protonotarios of the genikon logoth-
esion, which is contemporary to the seals of Nikephoros, genikos log-
othetes (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2257). This suggests that Niketas was
serving most probably in the genikon logothesion under Nikephoros,
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and thanks to their former relationship, Niketas was able to rise in of-
fice and be entrusted with the official representation of the absent em-
peror. The same promotion could have occurred with Nikolaos (# 23)
— if the latter served as genikos logothetes just before Niketas during
the reign of Nikephoros I — who was previously an imperial notarios
in the genikon logothesion.

27. Theodotos, imperial protospatharios (later also patrikios)
(802-833)

A.1.IFEB, 15: Laurent 1981, # 292 (8"/9% c.)

B.1. BnF Cabinet des Médailles, 24: Laurent 1981, # 293 (8%/9® c.)

Obverse (A and B): Cruciform invocative monogram of Kopie
BonOet (Laurent type VIII) with inscription in the four quarters.

Reverse (A and B): Inscription in four lines.

(A): (Kopie Ponibet) 1@ o@® dovhw // Oew[d]otw [B(acthikd)
(mpwto)o]mad(apiw) (kai) y[e]vikd [Aoyobétn].

(B): (Kvpte Ponfer) 1@ o® SovAw // [@]eodo[tw] matp(ikiw)
B(aothik®) [(mpwTo)o]mab(apiw) (kai) ye[vi]kd Aoy[oB(étn)].

I was unable to examine the seal from the second boulloterion.
Although the name of the official on this boulloterion could equally
be Theodosios or Theodoros, I prefer to trust Laurent’s reading and
ascription of both seals to the same official. The first seal looks close
chronologically to the seal of Ploutinos (# 25) and thus dates from the
early ninth century.

28. Theophylaktos, imperial spatharios (811-840)

A.1. Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2546 (9" c.)

A.2. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-63-95: AnexceeHKO
2005, # 4

A.3. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-13-96: AnekceeHKo
2005, #5

A.4. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-30-96: AnekceeHKO
2005, # 6

A.5. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, 4-51-97: AnexceeHKO
2005, #7

B.1. American Numismatic Society, Collection Mabbott, 299:
Laurent 1981, # 297 (8/9t ¢.)

B.2. Hermitage, M-12476: Shandrovskaja 1995, 90-91, the name
was not read

C.1. Sudak (collection n/a): Bynrakosa 2008, # 3 (8" c.)

Obverse (A to C): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke
PonBet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters.

Reverse (A to C): Inscription in four lines.

(A): (@eotoxke Pondet) T® 0@ dovAw // + Oeo@uAAKTW B(aCAKD)
oma(Bapiw) (kat) yevik(®) Aoyob(étn).

(B): (@¢eotoke BorBet) T@ 0d doVAwW // + OeoPUAAKTW P(ACAK®D)
omaf(apiw) (kat) yevvik(®) AoyoBét(n).

(C): (Beotoke Pondet) 1@ 0@ SoVAw // + OeoPUAAKTW P(ACIAIKD)
on(aBapiw) (kai) yev(ik®) AoywO(€tn).

The seals of Theophylaktos, Theophanes (# 29), and Pantoleon
(# 31) are all contemporary and were made from the same artisan.
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They are similar to the seals of the imperial kommerkia of Thrake and
Makedonia of the years 820/821 and 831/832 (Oikonomides 1986, ##
44 and 46). As such, it is difficult to establish their succession in the
office of genikos logothetes.

Theophylaktos’ low dignity is characteristic for this period with
the frequent changes of rulers, outside the imperial dynasty. People
that might have come from lower background occupied elevated posi-
tions, especially after the massacre of the elite of the Byzantine officials
at the battle of Markellai against the Bulgars in 811, which also affected
the military sector in a profound way (Malatras 2021a, 281-282).

29. Theophanes, imperial spatharios (later patrikios) (811-840)

A.1. Hermitage, M-12381: CokonoBa 1991, # 41, name not read
(first half of the 8" c.)

B.1. Leu 11: 22-02-2020, # 2254; Naumann 82: 06-10-2019, # 842

C.1. DO BZS.1958.106.2010: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2546 (9" c.);
Laurent 1981, # 287b (9" ¢.)

D.1. Museum of Berlin: Laurent 1981, # 287a (9" c.)

E.1. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-62a-96: AnekceeHKO
2005, # 8, read as Ioannes (end of the 8" - beginning of the 9" c.)

E.2. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-74-95: AnekceeHKo
2005, # 9, read as Ioannes (end of the 8" - beginning of the 9" c.)

E.3. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, C-18-99: AnekceeHko
2005, # 10, read as Ioannes (end of the 8" - beginning of the 9" c.)

E.4. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, 4-53-97: AjekceeHKO
2005, # 11, read as Ioannes (end of the 8" - beginning of the 9" c.)

Obverse (A): Corroded, but likely a cruciform invocative monogram.

Reverse (A): Inscription in four lines; wreath border.

Obverse (B to E): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke
BonOet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters.

Reverse (B to E): Inscription in four lines.

(A): (Oeotoke Ponbel) @ o® Sovhw (?) // [+ Oelogd[vn]
B(aothik®) on(aBapiw) (kai) [ylevic(®) Ao[y]oBE(tn).

(B): (@eotoke Pondet) 1@ 0d dovAw (?) // + Oeopdvn P(acthikd)
onaB(apiw) (kai) yevvik(®) Aoyobe(tn).

(C): (®eotoke Pondel) @ 0@ dovAw //[+ Oleoga[v]n matpuk(iw)
[(kab)] yevvik(®) Aoyobé(tn).

(D): (@eotoke Pondel) 1@ 0d dovAw //[+ Oeo]paver matpuk(iw)
[(kai)] yevi(®) [A]o[y]oB(étn).

(E): (Oeotoke Pondel) 1@ 0@ SovAw //[+ Oeopd?]vn matpuk(iw)
(kai) yevik(®) AoyoBé(tn).

Theophanes issued five boulloteria in his capacity as genikos logo-
thetes and his service lasted long enough to earn him a promotion
from imperial spatharios up to patrikios. Like Theophylaktos (# 28),
Theophanes was first appointed as genikos logothetes with a rather
low dignity, characteristic of this turbulent period. He could have been
the genikos logothetes of the reign of Leon V (813-820).

30. Democharis (ca. 820-821)

Democharis is mentioned as genikos logothetes in a letter of
Theodoros Stoudites dating from the beginning of the year 821
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(Stoudites 1992, # 426). Theodoros Stoudites was writing then to
several high-ranking officials in an attempt to win them over in the
cause of iconophiles. Democharis was educated and from an elite
background. He is also mentioned as a genikos logothetes in some
letters of Ignatios Deacon, who petitioned him twice for some issues
relatable to his office (Ignatios Deacon 1997, ## 21-24). Another,
later letter of Theodoros Stoudites, dating before 826 (the year of
his death), consoles the widow of Democharis, who presumably
had in the meantime recently passed away (Stoudites 1992, # 454).
However, he refers to Democharis in the letter as a strategos. It is not
clear enough whether ‘strategos’ might be just a euphemism, since
immediately after Theodoros praises Democharis as a defender of
Orthodoxy. If he was indeed appointed strategos somewhere, this
would be one of the few exceptional cases of change between a civil
and a military office. In any case, Democharis’ tenure as genikos log-
othetes ended before 826. According to a letter of Ignatios Deacon
he had been forced to abdicate or he was removed without his will
and, evidently from that letter, Democharis was displeased with the
loss of public office and this turn of tides in his fate (Ignatios Deacon
1997, # 24: v axOndova t@v mepikelpévwv dnuociwv @povtidwv
Kat dkovteg amoBailovteg). There is no hint that it was health rea-
sons that compelled this event, so Democharis most probably fell
from grace.

31. Pantoleon, imperial protospatharios (later also patrikios)
(825-850)

A.1.DO BZS.1951.31.5.1281: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2285; Laurent
1981, # 305 (9™ c.)

B.1. DO BZS.1958.106.3581: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2284; Laurent
1981, # 306 (9™ c.)

C.1. Athens Numismatic Museum, Collection Orphanides-
Nikolaides 234: KoAtoida-Makpr 1996, # 119 (second half of the 9 c.)

C.2. Fethiye Archaeological Museum, 2530 (unpublished)

D.1. Private collection N. Thierry: Laurent 1981, # 296, read as
Leon (first half of the 9" c.)

E.1. Concordia 9: 15-10-2023, # 814 (= Concordia Daphne Auction
12: 03-02-2024, # 1660)

Obverse (A to D): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®gotoke
BonOet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters.

Reverse (A, C and D): Inscription in five lines.

Reverse (B): Inscription in four lines.

(A): (®eotoke Ponbet) 1@ [o®] SovAw // + Ilavtoléovt(i)
B(aothik®) (mpwTto)omad(apiw) (kai) [ylevvik(®) [Aoyobét(n)].

(B): (®eotoke Ponbet) [t]® o® [8]ovAw // + IlavtoA[éo]vt(t)
[naltpulk(io) Plach)] (npwro)olm(abapie) (kai) ylevik(@)]
Noyo[0¢t(n)].

(C): (Oeotoxke Pondet) [t]® 0@ dovAw // + ITav[to]AéovT(l) ma[T]
pUk(iw) B(acthik®) (mpwto)oma(Bapiw) (kai) yevvikd Aoyobe[t(n)].

(D and E): (@¢otoke Pondet) [t]® 0@ dovAw // [+ Ilavto]AéovTi
nlat]pwk(iw) Placthik®) (mpwro)oma(Bapiw) (kai) yevik® [Ao]
yoO¢[t(n)].

The seals of Pantoleon with their (still) elongated and large let-
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Fig. 6. Konstantinos, imperial protospa-
tharios and genikos logothetes. Ancient
Touch, # I-15.

ters date to the second quarter of the 9™ c. While in office, he was
promoted to patrikios. As logothetes, Pantoleon was one of the high-
ranking officials who were contacted by Theodoros Stoudites on the
issue of Iconoclasm. Since Democharis (# 30) was genikos logothetes
at that moment, Pantoleon could have been logothetes in another
ministry (Stoudites 1992, # 425). In this case, Pantoleon’s office as
genikos logothetes is probably dated after the removal of Democharis
(before 826).

Pantoleon possibly served earlier as hypatos and protonotarios of
the dromos, as attested by a seal also from the private collection of N.
Thierry, just like specimen D.1 (Laurent 1981, # 443). If this identi-
fication is valid, then we have one more case of a lesser official who
changed departments before his rise as a logothetes.

32. Konstantinos, imperial protospatharios (later patrikios)
(830-860)

A.1. Ancient Touch, #I-15 (accessed on 19-04-2017) (fig. 6)

B.1. DO BZS.1951.31.5.1365: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 1818 (9™
c.); Laurent 1981, # 310a (second half of the 9" c.)

C.1. DO BZS.1947.2.663: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2573 (9" c.);
Laurent 1981, # 310b (second half of the 9" c.)

Obverse (A to C): Cruciform invocative monogram of ®eotoke
PBonbet (Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; wreath
border

Reverse (A to C): Inscription in four lines; wreath border.

(A): (Ocotoke Porber) [t]® [0® dovAw] // + Kwv[ot]avrtiv(w)
Blaothkd) [(mpwTo)]om(abBapiw) (kai) yev(ik®) [Aoyo]O(étn)].

(B): (Oeotoke PBonibet) [t]® 0@ SovAw // + Kwv[ot]avtivew [mart]
p(kiw) (kat) yevik(®) Aoyob(étn).

(C): (O¢otoke Boribel) [t]® 0@ dovAw // + Kwv[ot]avtiv[w ma]
Tpik(iw) (kai) yev[iJko AoyoB(£tn).

The seals of Konstantinos from the first two boulloteria are almost
contemporary to those of Pantoleon (# 31). The third one, however,
looks slightly later. Therefore, it can be suggested that Konstantinos
served soon after Pantoleon, maybe in the reign of Theophilos. Laurent
identified him with Konstantinos Androsalites, genikos logothetes
sometime in the reign of Basileios I (867-886), however, this seal does
not appear of such a late date, due to the still closed form of the letter
B in the second line. Besides, the seal of Konstantinos Androsalites,
decorated with a patriarchal cross on the Obverse, the usual motif in
his times, was found in a recent auction (here, # 41). This seal records
him with the higher dignity of anthypatos patrikios.

33. Georgios or Sergios (?), anthypatos patrikios and genikos
logothetes (833-866)

A.1.DO BZS.1955.1.880: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2573 (second half
of the 9 ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of unknown type with
inscription in the four quarters.

Reverse: Inscription in four lines.

(Kopie or @cotoke BoniBet) @ [0®] dov[Aw] // [Tewp or XZeplyiw
[avO(v)ma]T(w) mat[p(ikiw) (kal) yevInk®d Ao[y]obét[n].
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The dignity anthypatos patrikios appeared exactly at this time and
was reserved for quite a few selected individuals. It is unlikely then
that it could have been held by anyone in the middle of the 9 c. out-
side the narrow circle of the government and the imperial family. The
two uncles of emperor Michael IIT held this prestigious dignity: Bardas
who led the government after 855 (Bucephalus 6: 12-06-2022, # 841,
which dates between his successful coup of 855 and his promotion to
magistros in 858), and Petronas (Seibt 1978, # 34). Only the ending of
the name of the issuer is preserved on the seal. If the name is Sergios,
then it is not unlikely that he is Sergios Niketiates (# 34), uncle of em-
press Theodora.

34. Sergios, magistros (shortly before 843)

A.1. DO BZS.1951.31.5.652: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2354 (mid-9*
c.); Laurent 1981, # 307 (9™ c.)

A.2. Jordanov 2009, # 812 (mid-9" c.).

A.3. Hermitage, M-12410: CokomoBa 1991, # 42 (first half of the
9t ¢.)

A.4. Hermitage, M-12399: CokonoBa 1991, # 43 (first half of the
9t ¢.)

A.5. Private collection Smychkov: Uxaunse 2015, # 21 (first half
of'the 9t ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of @gotoke BoriOet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; border of dots

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots

(@eotoke PoriBet) T® 0 SoVAW // + Xepyiw payioTpw (kai) yevik®d
Aoyofétn.

We should distinguish two chronologically close Sergioi who
served as logothetai in the departments of genikon and the dromos:
Sergios Niketiates and Sergios, brother and correspondent of Patriarch
Photios. Sergios, the brother of Photios, began his career simply as im-
perial protospatharios and logothetes of the dromos (presumably after
the downfall of the previous holder of the office, Theoktistos, at the
coup of Bardas in 855), and eventually rose to patrikios. In all of these
seals he used a patriarchal cross, the dominant motif on seals after the
middle of the 9" c. (Jordanov 2009, # 827).

Sergios Niketiates, uncle of empress Theodora, perished in 843,
therefore, several seals that had been ascribed to him and which cer-
tainly date after ca. 850, should have belonged to the other Sergios, the
brother of Photios, from the third quarter of the 9" c. Instead, Sergios
Niketiates must have issued some earlier seals, first most certainly as
magistros, patrikios, imperial protospatharios and logothetes of the
dromos (Laurent 1981, ## 421-422)."® Despite the fact that the two
boulloteria give us a different artistic impression, and must have been
made by different artisans, they probably belonged to the same man.
Furthermore, the absence on both of them of the rank anthypatos be-
tween magistros and patrikios, is unique to my knowledge, and points
exactly to an early period, before the establishment of anthypatos as a
proper rank shortly before the middle of the 9 c.

His career stage as magistros and genikos logothetes probably
dates after his tenure as logothetes of the dromos (PmbZ (online), #
6664). Sergios styled himself simply as magistros, while the seals were

50ne should note on the first boullo-
terion the use of the closed form of B
instead of its open form that was spread
after ca. 850. On the second boulloter-
ion (# 422) Laurent erroneously read the
rank anthypatos, however, one should
read:  CEPTIW|MATHCTIA|TPIK/-R/A/
CMA|&/SAOTO&/|[TAPOM:  Zepyiw
poyno(tpw)  matpik(iw)  Placthkd)
(mpwto)omab(apiw) (kai) AoyoB(¢tn)
(o) Spop(ov). Laurent also published
twice one of the seals from the second
boulloterion (Kwvotavtomoviog 1917,
# 405), once misread as genikos logo-
thetes (Laurent 1981, # 308, see also the
photo on plate 11, where APOM/ can be
clearly read on the last line), and once as
logothetes of the dromos (Laurent 1981,
# 422, the photo on plate 16) is the other
seal, Kovotavtomovhog 1917, # 407).
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Although there was dispute over the
date of the campaign to Crete in which
he died (843 or 866), the early case has
been adopted by modern research, all the
more since the one of 866 never reached
Crete: see Tsougarakis 1988, 46-49. The
dating of his seals and the distinction be-
tween the two Sergioi further favour this
scenario.

evidently made by the second artisan. Finally, since at the death of
Theophilos (842), Theoktistos was logothetes of the dromos, Sergios
must have been promoted in the meantime to genikos logothetes. In
any case, his career ended abruptly in 843, as head of a failed expedi-
tion to the Saracens in Crete, which brought his death.”

35. Olbianos, imperial protospatharios (840-860)

A.1. Unknown present location: Zacos 1984, # 264 (late 9" - early
10t c.)

A.2. Unknown present location: Ebersolt 1914, # 421, name not read

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®cotoke Pondet
(Laurent type V); circular inscription between two borders of dots.

Reverse: Cross patriarchal; circular inscription between two bor-
ders of dots.

(®eotoke Pondet) @ 0@ SovAw OAPrave // P(acthikd) (TpwTo)
onaB(apiw) (kai) yevik(®) Aoyod[ét(n)].

The second seal, which was published by Ebersolt, cannot be
found today in the Istanbul Archaeological Museum, therefore it was
not included in the recently published volume by Cheynet et el. 2012.
Ebersolt did not read the name but due to the exceptional character-
istics of the combination of the decorations on the Obverse and the
Reverse of the seal, we may reasonably assign it to the same official.

The use of a cruciform invocative monogram with a circular in-
scription reminds of the seal of Theoktiste, mother-in-law of emperor
Theophilos, after 830 (Oikonomides 1986, # 48). Such a fashion had
existed also earlier in a different form (see, for example, ## 7 and 12
here) but disappeared for about a century. On the Reverse here, in-
stead of an inscription, there is a patriarchal cross with circular in-
scription, reminding the new fashion of the cross decoration after the
end of Iconoclasm. In fact, this seal shows the evolution right before
the final predominance of the cross as a form of decoration. The cru-
ciform invocative monogram did not disappear on seals but soon its
form was changed. I know no well-dated seals which employ the tra-
ditional types of a cruciform invocative monogram (mostly the types
so-called Laurent V or VIII) in the 10" century. For these reasons, it
seems plausible to place the tenure of Olbianos preferably early in the
reign of Michael III (842-867).

36. Petronas, (anthypatos) patrikios, imperial protopatharios
and genikos logothetes (ca. 842-855)

A.1. Private collection (unknown): Anekceenko 2016, # 2 (9% c.)

A.2. Museum of Taman: Uxaumaze 2018, #4 (9" c.)

A.3. Museum of Taman: Uxaunze 2018, #5 (9" c.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®gotdke Ponbdet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; border of dots

Reverse: Inscription in five lines; border of dots

(@eotoke Ponbet) @ 0@ Sovlw // + Iletpwvd matpikiw (kai)
YEVIK® AoyoBETy.

B.1. Archaeological Museum of Cherson, 6002: CokomnoBa 1991,
# 44 (third quarter of the 9" ¢.)

Obverse: Cruciform invocative monogram of ®egotdke Ponbet
(Laurent type V) with inscription in the four quarters; border of dots



194 CHRISTOS MALATRAS

Reverse: Inscription in four lines; border of dots
(®eotoKe Ponbdet) [T®] o® dovAw // + [g[tpm]va avOv[m(dtw) o]
p(1kie) B(aoiikd) (tpwto)o[rad(apin) (kai)] ye(vikd) Loy[oO(£tn)].

As we mentioned above, the ascription of the dignity anthypa-
tos patrikios was quite exceptional in this period, being reserved only
for powerful individuals. For this reason, we must exclude an iden-
tification with one of the two persons named Petronas (surnamed
Kamateros) in this period, who reached up to the dignity of proto-
spatharios and, besides, had a military career.?

The other Petronas was the brother of empress Theodora, wife of
emperor Theophilos (829-842) and regent to Michael III (842-867)
until 855. During the reign of Theophilos, Petronas served as droun-
garios of the bigla and was engaged in cases related to his judicial-
police duties. It seems that he was not entangled much into politics
during the regency of Theodora (842-855) and this must have been the
reason for his involvement in the coup that overthrew his sister, leav-
ing Michael III alone on the throne, with his other uncle, Bardas, as the
other powerful figure. After the deposition of Theodora, Petronas was
engaged in military affairs. He became komes of Opsikion and sub-
sequently strategos of the Thrakesioi leading a sound victory against
the Arabs in 863. Only then he received the highest dignity magistros,
but died soon (PmbZ (online), # 5929/corr.; Malatras 2021b, 432, 478,
with note 140). His tenure as genikos logothetes can be placed some-
time during the regency of Theodora, before his engagement with the
military affairs, and after his office as droungarios of the bigla (which
ranks hierarchically lower than genikos logothetes).

APPENDIX

SHORT CATALOGUE OF THE GENIKOI LOGOTHETAI OF THE
SECOND HALF OF THE 9™ C.

37. Epiphanios, imperial protospatharios (850-870)

1 boulloterion, 4 seals (Anekceenko 2005, # 12; Uxaunze 2015, #
12; Stepanova 1999, # 17; Demos 8: 19-03-2022, # 899]

PmbZ (online), ## 1595,1 and 1596

38. Michael, imperial protospatharios (850-875)

2 boulloteria, 4 seals (Jordanov 2009, # 799; Voppmanos 2015, #
799a; Laurent 1981, # 313]

PmbZ (online), ## 25224 and 25236

39. Philotheos, imperial protospatharios (855-866)

5 boulloteria, 8 seals (Jordanov 2009, ## 814-819; Laurent 1981, #
309; Papillon 4: 19-12-2020, # 560)

PmbZ (online), # 6191

40. Ioannes, anthypatos patrikios, imperial protospatharios
(860-890)

3 boulloteria, 8 seals (Amexceenko 2005, # 18; Cheynet 2019, # 2.34;
Uxanpse 2015, # 26al-2, b; Yxaunse 2018, # 7; Jordanov 2009, ## 783-785)

%See PmbZ (online), # 5927. The
fact that the only lead seal of Petronas,
genikos logothetes, was found in
Cherson, where Petronas Kamateros
served as the region’s first strategos,
cannot serve as evidence for the identi-
fication, since from this time onward a
huge proportion of the seals of genikoi
logothetai has been found in the Crimea
(see above, footnote 9).
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PmbZ (online), # 3322 (Ioannes of the Angourioi, a eunuch) or #
3339 (Ioannes kata Democharin). If he is identified to Ioannes kata
Democharin, there is evidence for a family tradition in the department
of the genikon.

41. Konstantinos Androsalites, anthypatos patrikios, imperial
protospatharios (867-886)

1 boulloteria, 1 seal (Nummitra 40: 09.11.2024, # 1178

PmbZ (online), # 23785. Probably active in the early reign of
Basileios I (867-886).

42. Theodoros, imperial protospatharios (later also patrikios)
(870-890)

6 boulloteria, 24 seals (Anekceenko 2020, # 32, 35; Bynrakosa 2008,
# 10; Uxaupse 2015, # 25; Jordanov 2009, ## 770-782; Laurent 1981,
# 314; Shandrovskaja 1995, 90-91; Zacos 1984, ## 309-310; Naumann
75: 03-03-2019, # 886; DO BZS.1955.1.1676; Eregli Archaeological
Museum, 1990 67 (unpublished))

PmbZ (online), # 27653 and # 27658. Since there is already a great
number of genikoi logothetai in the third quarter of the 9" c., this one
should be rather placed late in the reign of Basileios I (867-886). His
seal dates between the 860s and 880s.

43. Leon, (anthypatos) patrikios, imperial protospatharios
(875-900)

4 boulloteria, 12 seals (Anexceenxo 2005, # 18; Cheynet 2019, #
2.34; Uxaupnze 2015, # 26; Jordanov 2009, ## 790-798; Laurent 1981, #
321; Zacos 1984, # 322]

PmbZ (online), # 24359 or # 3339. The later seals of Leon (as
anthypatos patrikios) have removed the circular border of dots that
used to surround the early type of the patriarchal cross. His tenure
thus should date close to the end of the 9" c. One should distinguish
the seals of a eunuch Leon, primmikerios, imperial protospatharios
and genikos logothetes, dated probably in the beginning of the 10" c.
(PmbZ (online), # 24361, # 24395).

44. Photios, imperial protospatharios (890-920)

5 boulloteria, 11 seals (Jordanov 2009, ## 820-827; Laurent 1981, #
318; Munich Staatliche Miinzsammlung, 159)

PmbZ (online), # 26675, # 26673

45. Anonymous, imperial protospatharios (860-890)
1 boulloterion, 1 seal (UYxaugse 2015, # 24)

46. Anonymous (867-900)
1 boulloterion, 1 seal (Uxanmze 2015, # 23)

ABBREVIATIONS

ACO: Concilium universale Constantinopolitanum tertium (pars 1: concilii ac-
tiones I-XT; pars 2: concilii actiones XII-XVIII). Ed. R. Riedinger. 1-11. Berlin
1990-1992 (Acta Conciliorum Oecumenicorum I1/2/1-2 [series secunda, volumen
secundum, partes 1-2]).

BHG: Bibliotheca Hagiographica Graeca
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BnF: Bibliothéque nationale de France (Paris)

IFEB: Institut Francais d'Etudes Byzantines (Paris)

DO: Dumbarton Oaks (Washington, D.C.)

DOS: Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and the Fogg Museum of
Art = J. Nesbitt, N. Oikonomides. 1. Italy, North of the Balkans, North of the Black
Sea. Washington, D.C. 1991. J. Nesbitt, N. Oikonomides. 3. West, Northwest and
Central Asia Minor and the Orient. Washington, D.C. 1996. E. Mc Geer, J. Nesbitt,
N. Oikonomides. 4. The East. Washington, D.C. 2001.

PmbZ: Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit, Abteilung I-II. Ed. E
Winkelmann et al., Berlin, New York 1998-2013.

SBS: Studies in Byzantine Sigillography.
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PanuuTe j1ororeTyt Ha reHNMKOHA:
CTAaTyT, IeYaTu U mpoconorpadus
(ot cpenata Ha VII B. o cpenara
Ha IX B.)

Xpuctoc MAJIATPAC

JloroTeTuTe Ha TEHMKOHA Ca CpeJ Hall-3HAYMMUTE CITY>KUTENN B IleH-
Tpa/IHATa BU3AHTUIICKA a[MUHUCTPALVS, Thil KATO T€ KOHTPOIMpPaA-
M DaHbYHOTO ObmaraHe. [To Tasu mpuunHa, Te OOMKHOBEHO TIPUTe-
JKaBa/ly BYCOKM TUTIVM U B3UMA/IM aKTVBHO y4acTye B J/bp)KaBHATa
nomutuka. CraTusara pasriex/ja paHHMs HEepPUOf Ha ChlIeCTBYBaHe
Ha Tas3M JUI'b>KHOCT — OT IosBaTa U Jjo cpefara Ha IX B. VI3BecTHM ca
rOJISIM OpOiT JIOTOTETU HA TEHMKOHA, JIOCTUTHAJI 10 HAC OCHOBHO ITO
naHHM Ha chparncTukara. O61o 36 TOroTeTH Ha TeHNKOHA Ca UeH-
Tuduuupann oT 143 0/I0BHY Ileyara, KOeTO IIPEACTaB/IABA eHCTBe-
Ha I10 CBOsI 06eM U3BaJiKa 3a eHa [I/Ib>KHOCT. VI3cnenBaneTo BKII0OYBA
CBILO ITbJIEH XPOHOJIOTMYEH KATaJIOT Ha Te3Y JINIL[A, CbC ChOTBETHNTE
chparncTUIHM CBUIETENCTBA 32 TSAX, KAKTO ¥ KOMEHTAp Ha TSAXHATA
Kapuepa.
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[Tpepn pmecetwna rogvHM Ha HanmoHamHms mcTopmdyeckn Myseil B
Codums 6sixa mpepajeHn 3a M3TOTBSIHE HA €KCIEPTH3a To/sM Opoit
PasHOOOPA3HV CTAPMHHM NIPEMEeTH, KOUTO ca 6MIM M3HEeCeHN Hesa-
KOHHO OT TepuTopuAra Ha Pery6rmka bbnrapusa B Kanama. Cpep Tax
MMa HeMaJIKo chparucTiyay Marepuamy. Hacrosmara ny6mkaims
ce 3aHMMaBa C ecT 6post BU3AHTUIICKY MOJIMB/OBY/IN, HAMMPAIIY Ce
cpeq BbIIPOCHNTE MaTepyaiy, 3a KOMTO IMaMe OCHOBaHIA f1a IIPefiIIo-
Jlarame, 4e IPOM3XOXK/AT OT eIVH U C'BIIY apXeoTOorn4ecKy o0eKT. 3a
TOBA IO[ICKa3BaT KaKTO OOII0 B3eTO CXONHUAT UM BBHIIEH BUJ, TaKa
1 06CTOATENICTBOTO, Ye Te Ca B3aVIMHO CBbP3aHM IIOMEX/Y C I10 eIVH
TBBP/ie II00OINTEH Ha4MH. 3a FO/IIMO C'hXaJIeHle HUKOTa HAMa Jla ce
pasbepe OT KOil KOHKPETEH apXeo/IorMyecKyt 00eKT ca 61y U3KOIIaH!
OT MIMaHAPNTe Te3N Iedary. MoxkeM caMo fia 6bleM CUTYPHU B TOBa,
4e Te IPOMU3XOXK/AT OT CbBpeMeHHAaTa TepUTOpus Ha bbirapus u, Kak-
TO Ille BU/IMM TI0-JIO0JTy, Hail-BeposATHO oT IOxHa bbarapus.

OmnncaHMeTo Ha IeCTTe OJIOBHM TIeYaTa € KaKTO CIefBa:

1. MomuBaosyn Ha Teogop, acHKpUT 1 KpUT Ha TeMa [ pyryBuTH:A
(o6p. 1)
Onogo. JJo6pe 3amaseH, HO YaCTUYHO OTIEYaTaH eK3eMIISP.
Huamersp 22-23 mm. Terno 9.22 1.
JIume: YacTryHO OTIeyaTaH HaAMNC B reT pefa (Tadm. I.1).
Omaxo: YacTnyHO oTnevyaTaH Hagnuc B ret pexa (ta6m. I1.1).
B paspbpsaH BUJ HAAUCHT BBPXY JIMI[eBaTa 1 0OpaTHATa CTpaHa
rmacu: + K (Opr)e Po[8]e1 td [6®] 600Aw [Oe]oddp(®) donkpnTig
[xai] kipt() Apovy[ov]Pir(eiag).

O6p. 1.
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2.

MonusnoByr Ha cpmysi Teomop, aCHKpUT M KPUT Ha TeMa
JpyryBuTusi, HO BBPXY HEro € IpemevyaTaH APYr, MO-KbCEH
MONMuBAOBYN (06p. 2)

0o6p. 2.

OnoBo. O6e3nmyeH B 3HAYNTETHA CTEIIEH eK3eMIUIAp. [JuaMeTsp
22-24 mm. Terno 7.48 1.

JInue: JInneBaTa cTpaHa Ha MOMVBIOBY/IA € M3LA/IO OOe3/IMYeHa.
Bbppxy Hes e mpermevaraHa jmieBaTta CTpaHa Ha JPYT, MO-KbCEH
Y HO-MaI'bK MOMMBAOBYT: YacTmyHo mmyaiy Hagmuc (Tabm. 1.2).
YacTryHO oTIeYaTaHO 0I0CTOBO M300pakeHue Ha cBeTn leopry, ¢
HUMO, 6poHst U HaMeTano, Hacpetia. C [ifCHATa CU PBKa IBPXKI KO-
111e, ONIPSTHO Ha [ISICHOTO MY pamo. JIsiBaTa My p'bKa I I{UTBT, KOMTO
I'BPYKM C Hesl, He ca ce oTrevyaTa. ToBa 610CTOBO N300paXkeHNe He
cBetr [eopru e OTIeYaTaHo ChC ChIATa MATPUILIA, KOSITO € Ouia 13-
OJI3BaHa 3a JIMIeBa CTPaHa Ha Oy/IOTYPUOHNTE, TIOCPEACTBOM KOI-
TO Ca OTIIeYaTaHM ONVICAHUTE II0-OIY, TIOf # 3-6, MONIMBJOBY/IN.
Omnako: YactnyHO oTnevyaraH Hajmuc B reT pepa (tabm. IL.2).
Omnakara cTpaHa He e 611/1a IIperieyaTaHa.

Tosu Bropu MmonuBRoBy Ha Teomop, aCMKPUT ¥ KpUT (CHAMSA) Ha
IpyryButusi, e 6u1 oTIeYataH cbC Chlys OYIOTUPUOH KaTo # 1.
B pasBbp3aH Buj HAAMICHT OKOIO 00pa3a Ha cBeTu [eopru, ipu mpe-
HeyaTKara BbpXy JIMLeBaTa crpaHa, rmaci: O d(ytog) Ie[w]p(ylog).

AHOHUMeH BU3aHTUIICKU MOIMBIOBYI ¢ 00pa3uTe Ha CBeTH
Teopru u ceetu Tumutsp (06p. 3)
OnoBo. YactuuHO 06e3/MyeH 1 CIyKaH ek3eMIULAp. dnameTnp

O6p. 3.

15-16 mm. Termo 4.35 1.

JInme: Hapnuc (ta6m. 1.3). broct Ha cBetnt [eopru, ¢ Hum6, 6pons
" HaMmeTasno, Hacpeia. C [AsicHAaTa C PbKa JBPXKU KOIINe, OTPSTHO
Ha JISICHOTO MY PaMo, a C /IsIBaTa — IUT.

Omnako: Hapnuc (ta6m. I1.3). Broct Ha cBetn [JumMutsp, ¢ HUMO,
OpoHs 1 HameTaso, Hacpemya. C fisCHAaTa CU PbKa IBPXKU KOIINe,
OIIPSHO Ha JIACHOTO MY PaMo, a C JIsiBaTa — IIUT.

B paseppsaH Buj HajmucuTe BBPXY NuIeBara ¥ oOpaTHaTa
crpana rmacat: O d(ytog) I'e[w]pytog n O d(yog) [Alnu(tprog).
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4. AHOHNMEH BM3AaHTMIICKNI MOIMBJOBYI C 00pasuTe Ha CBeTH
Teoprn u cBetun [IuMuTHp, OTHEYaTaH MOCPEACTBOM CHLINA
Oynorupuon Karo # 3 u 5 (06p. 4)

O6p. 4.

OnoBo. YacTnyHO 06e3/1M4eH U 4aCTYHO KOPO3Mpasl eK3eMIULAD.
Iuamersp 14-15 mm. Terno 3.76 .

JInme: YacTM4HO NMYAIIMAT HAfAIMC ¥ U300paKeHMETO ca
OTIeYaTaH! MOCPEACTBOM ChIIVA OYIOTUPYOH Kato # 3 u 5.
Omako: Hagmucbr He muunm. VI3o6pakeHMeTo e OTIeYaTaHo
IIOCPE/ICTBOM CBIVSA OY/IOTUPUOH Kato # 3 1 5.

5. AHOHNMMeH BM3aHTHUIICKN MOIMBJOBYN, ¢ 00pasuTe Ha CBETH
Feoprm N CBETN JII/IMI/IT'I)p, OTIIEYaTaH IOCPENCTBOM CHIINA
OymoTupuoH Kato # 3 u 4 (06p. 5)

O6p. 5.

OnoBo. YacTMYHO OTHEYaTaH U YaCTUYHO 00e3/IMYeH eK3eMIULAD.
Huamersbp 17-18 mm. Terno 5.16 T.

JInme: YacTM4HO NMYAIIMAT HAfAINMC M U300paKeHMETO ca
OTIeYaTaH! MOCPeACTBOM ChIIVA OYIOTUPYOH Kato # 3 u 4.
Omaxko: Hagmucpr He muun. YacTYHO MMYAIIOTO M306pakeHme
€ OTIIeYaTaHO MOCPEeACTBOM CBIINA OyTOTMPUOH KaTo # 3 1 4.

6. AHOHMMEH BM3aHTMIICKM MONMBJOBYI, C 06pa3MTe Ha CBeTa
Boropopuna u Ha ceetu Ieopru (06p. 6)

Oo6p. 6.

OnoBo. YacTnuHO 06e3/1M4eH ¥ YaCTUYHO KOPO3UPATT eK3eMIULAP.
Hnamersbp 18-20 mm. Termo 9.07 .

Nune: Yactmuno nuuany Hagmuc (tabm. 1.4). Broct Ha cBera
Boropopuia OpanTa, ¢ HUMO, TyHMKa ¥ MaOpIOH, Hacpela.
Omaxko: Yactuuyno nmuany "Hagnuc (tadm. I1.4). Broct Ha cBeTun
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1 1
2 2
3 3
4 4
Ta6numna I Tabnuma II

Ta6muua 1-2. Jlerenan Bbpxy MomBroBynute — I: mue; I1: omaxo (puc.: B. Ilentyes).

Teopru, ¢ HUMO, 6poHs 1 HameTao, Hacpema. C IsicHaTa C pbKa
I'bPKU KOIIME, OIPSHO Ha JICHOTO MY paMo, a C jisiBaTa — ILINT.
ToBa 610cTOBO M300paXkeHNe Ha CBeTH [eOopru e oTIeyaTaHo CbC
ChlIaTa MaTPMIA, KOATO e Omia M3Mon3BaHa 3a OyIOTUPUOHA,
HOCPEACTBOM KOJITO Ca OTHEYaTaHU MOJUBJOBYIIUTE, OIMMCAHU
nop # 3-5, KaKTO 1 IIpernevyaTkara npu # 2.

Omnwucanure nof # 1 v 2 07IOBHM TI€9aTH ca HAKOI cu Teomop, Koii-
TO € UBII'BIHABAJ ITHKHOCTTA aCUKPUT (CeKpeTap) M KpUT (CHAVs)
B Temara JIpyryButus. OT TO3M CpaBHUTETHO BYCOKOIIOCTaBEH BI-
3aHTUIICKM YMHOBHUK JIOCETa Ca M3BECTHM TPV MOMBIOBY/IA, KaToO
JiBa OT TSX Ce MyO/IMKyBaT MIOHACTOAIIeM. [I'bpBUAT eK3eMIUIAp e 611
HaMepeH IIPU apXeoTornyecKy PasKoIK/ Ha CPETHOBEKOBHO CenIIle,
cpmectByBano u npes3 XI-XII B., B 3eM/INIEeTO Ha THELIIHOTO CEIO
Ionckn Ipagen, Hamupaio ce Hemaneu ot rpaj Pagueso (Jordanov
2003, 71, # 24.3). VI TpuTe ek3eMIUIspa ca OTIIEYATAHN TOCPENCTBOM
envH u cbuy 6ynotupuoH. o ce oTHacs o faTMpoOBKaTa UM, TS He-
ChbMHeHO TpsibBa ja ce oTHece kbM XI B. (Jordanov 2003, 71), xaro
criopef; HaC MOXKe Jja ce IpeLyu3upa KbM II'bpBaTa OTOBMHA VI Hsl-
K'bJle OKOJIO CpefiaTa Ha TOBa CTOJIETHE.

[Ty6nMKyBaHMAT MOHACTOSAIIEM IO # 1 eK3eMIUIAp fHaBa Bb3-
MOXXHOCT JIa Ce IIOIIpaBy efHa ApebHa, HO JocajjHa Tpelka, JOIryc-
HaTa Mpy pazuntaHeTo Ha mevata ot [loncku Ipapgen. Ipu Hero, mo-
cnenHaTa GyKBa OT HafINCa BBPXY JIMI[eBaTa My CTpPaHa, KOSITO ca-
MOCTOSITENTHO 0pOpMs M TeTHs pefi, € IOTPEelIHo poYyeTeHa Kato T
(Jordanov 2003, 71). IlpuunHara 3a ToBa € 0OCTOSATENCTBOTO, Ye IpU
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BBIIPOCHMSI MO/MBJIOBY/I Ta3u OyKBa ce e pasMasaja IpM OTIedaT-
BaHeTo. [Ty6nmKyBaHMAT TYK HOf # 1 eK3eMIULAp, IpY KOWTO IeTH-
AT pef| OT INIIEeBNA HANINC e OTIIeYaTaH MHOTO 1o0pe ¥ 4K ACHO,
II0Ka3Ba, 4e OykBaTa e BChIIHOCT P, a He T. CreoBarenHo, nMeTo Ha
usgaressi Ha MOMMBAOBYIA e Teomop, a He TeomoT.

IIpyro yTouHeHue, KOETO MOXKE fla Ce HAIlpaBy OT ITyO/IMKyBaHNUA
TYK IOf, # 1 eK3eMIULAp e, 4e Bede MO)KeM Jla CMe HAII'b/THO CUTYPHM,
Je [Ie/ICTBUTETHO e M3MMCAHO MeTO Ha TeMaTa [IpyryButust. [Topagn
YJaCTMYHOTO OTIIeYaTBaHe Ha TOBA MMe, IpK ek3eMIuispa ot [Tocku
Ipazen; pasunTaneTo My He ellle CUTYpHO 1 6ellle Bb3MOXKHA 1 ApyTa
XMIIOTe3a OTHOCHO CMUCB/IA Ha TekcTa (Jordanov 2003, 71). Ilopagu
06CTOATENCTBOTO, Ye TIOHACTOSIIIIEM Ta3y BTOPA XUITOTE3a € JOKAa3aHO
HeCBCTOSTENHA, HAMA Jja Ce CIIUpPaMe TYK BbpXY Hesl.

Kakro usriexpja, MajiCTOp’bT, TpaBUpan MaTPULIATE HA OYIOTH-
proHa Ha Teopop, acMKpuUT 1 KpUT Ha [IpyryButns, He e 6UI MHO-
ro rpamoreH. [Ila6OHHEMAT HaANUC BHPXY NMIEBaTa MaTpUIa e OV
rpaBupaH 6e3 Ipeliky, HO IPU TO3M BBPXy obOpaTHaTa Marpuiia ca
JOIIyCHATH fBe Ipyou rpeuiku. IIpy usnmucBaHeTo Ha fymara ,acu-
KpUT, B HellHaTa Haya/lHa 4acT, cef Oykpata C ca M3NMMCaHU eHA
cnep gpyra 6yksure I n H, BMecto camo H. A mpu msnmcBasero Ha
fiymara ,,KpuUT‘, MecTaTa Ha O6ykBute P u I ca pasmeHeHn u ce e 1mo-
y9nIo ,KUpT . BeposiTHO rpaBbOPBT, N3pabOTIUI OYIOTUPUOHA, He
e OVJI HasCHO KaK TOYHO TPs0Ba [ja U3MMIIE IMEHHO Te3U JBe JyMI,
0603HaYaBaIY UI'bXHOCTHUTE Ha YMHOBHVKA, KOVITO MY € 61T BB3JI0-
w1 noppukara. OT gpyra cTpaHa, M BPIPOCHUAT YMHOBHUK MOXKe
Oy CBIIO He e OM/I MHOTO IPaMOTEH W/IM 3a Hero IMpocTo e 61yo 6es
3HaveHMe, C/lefl KaTo e 3aIllouHajl fia yHnoTpebsBa OYyJIOTMPMOHA 3a
HOJIIe4aTBaHe Ha M3JaIeHNTe OT HETO JIOKYMEHTH M Ha IIcMara CI,
BBIIPEKM HaIM4MEeTO Ha Te3V TPEIIKN B HA/IIINCA.

Bbpxy myOnmuKkyBaHus TYK IOJ # 2 MOTMBJOBYII, KOJTO € ChIIO Ha
Teopop, acuKpuT 1 KpuT Ha JpyryButus, e mpernedatas (CaMo JIuiie-
BaTa CTpaHa) APYT MOMBJOBYJI, KOTO, KaKTO Ilie BUMM IO-JOTY, €
aHOHMMeH. BbpXy Tasu Ipemedyarka e IpefcTaBeHO OXCTOBO M30-
Opaxenue Ha cBetu leopru. To3m Buj aHOHVMHM ITeYaTH Ce JATHPAT
BBB Bropara nomosyHa Ha XI B. (Jordanov 2009, 796, # 2509-2511).
CreoBaTe/THO HAK'B/ie IIpe3 BTopara o/1oB1Ha Ha X1 B., HAKAKBO JINILIE,
KOETO ce sBSBA M3JlaTe/l HA AHOHVIMHM OJIOBHM IIeYaTy, BbPXY efjHaTa
CTpaHa Ha KOMTO MMa OI0CTOBO 1M300pakeHNe Ha cBeTu leopru, He e
VIMaJIO Ha Pa3IonoyKeHe HOBOIIPOU3BEIeH N sI/[pa 3a MOTMBJOBY/IN U €
U3IIOJI3BAJIO eVH [I0-CTap MOJIVBIOBYII, KOITO My € OWJI IOf] pbKa, 3a
saapo. Upes HsAKaKBO WO Wiu Jieberna UIa e O¥/1 HallpaBeH IPOXo-
M KaHa/TbT 32 IIHypa Ha TO3U O-CTap MonuBRoByi. Crief ToBa TOJ €
OWI IPUKpeTieH Ype3 HOB IIHYP K'bM HOBO MUCMO (M/IM TOKYMEHT) U €
OMJI0 OCBIIECTBEHO IIperedaTBaHeTo My — CaMo Upe3 eHaTa MaTpyLa
Ha 6ynoruproH. ToBa 06CTOATENICTBO IIOKA3Ba, 4e [ABeTe MaTPULIM Ha
BBIPOCHS OYJIOTHPIOH ca 61/ TaKa CKa4eHM efjHa C IPYTa, 4e Ia MO-
rar JIeCHO Jja ce paskauBar. Hail-BeposiTHO BBbPXY CTapysi MOJIMBIOBYII,
M3IIO/I3BAH KaTo SI/IPO, € OTIIeYaTaHa CaMo ejHa OT MaTpyULUTe Ha OyIo-
THMPUOHA, C 1€/ /1A He Ce IPOK'bCa TOBA CTAPO PO IIPY OTIIEYaTBAHETO
MY eTHOBPEMEHHO C JiBeTe MAaTPULIV, Thil KaTo TO 1 6e3 TOBa € TBbpfe
VI3THHEHO OT I'bPBOHAYA/THOTO MY OTIIeYaTBaHe.

[TonyyaBa ce MHTepecHa CUTYyalus. AKO IpueMeM, 4ye IIeCTTe
MOJIMBJOBY/Ia, KOUTO ca 00EKT Ha HAaCTOsIaTa MyOIMKamys, ca 9act
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OT eIMH M C'BIIY apXVUB OT BTOpaTa I0JI0BMHA Ha XI B., B Hero TpsioBa
fla e BIIM3aJI0 efHO MUCMO (WM IO-BePOATHO HAKAKDB HOKYMEHT),
CKPpeIleHO C MONIMBJOBY/Ia Ha Teomop, acukput u KpuT Ha JIpyryButus
(# 1 B xarajora Ha HacrofAllaTa NMyOMVKAaUMs) U IIOHE IIeT APYIu
MJICMa, YAUTO TIOATENI € efHa IMYHOCT — U3JJaTe/IAT Ha aHOHUMHUTE
OJIOBHM IIeYaTM, BBPXY e€[jHaTA CTPaHa Ha KOUTO MMa OIOCTOBO
usobpaxxenne Ha ceeTy [eoprn. ToBa, 4e M3[aTenAT Ha BCUYKUTE Te3U
IeT aHOHMMHU TedaTta (# 2-6) e elHO U CBIIO JMIie, HeBYCMICTIEHO
ce HOTBBP>KZAaBa OT (aKTa, de Te ca OTIIeYaTaHy ITIOCPECTBOM effHa I
cblila MaTpuia (Tasu 3a 610cToBOTO M306paxkeHue Ha Cetu [eoprn).

Cropep Hac BBIIPOCHATA IMYHOCT CBIIO € MMajIa CBOJ apXUB OT
nycMa 1 foKyMeHTH. T e pasmonarana u ¢bC cO6CTBEH OYyIOTUPUOH
(3a aHOHMMHM Ie4aTi), 3a HOJIeYaTBaHe HA M3MpPAIIAHM OT Hes
HMCMa M JOKYMEeHTH. BbpXy egHaTa cTpaHa Ha TO3M OyIOTUPUOH e
6110 rpaBUpaHoO 0I0CTOBO M300paxkeHUe Ha cBeTu [eopru, a BBPXy
fipyrata — 610cToBO M306pakeHue Ha ceety Jumurnp. Upes Hero ca
Ommu CKpemeHy ¢ mevyary moHe Tpy mucMma (# 3-5). B HsAKakbB Mo-
MEHT, IOpaji) INIICA HAa TOTOBY HeOTIIeYaTaH) OIOBHU SIfIpa, € 6110
U3IOJI3BAHO CTApO AAPO OT MOJUBJOBYI (# 2), HOAIIeYaTaHO, TIOpafu
U3THKHATATa MO-TOpe IPUYNMHA, CaMO C eflHaTa MaTpPMIA Ha BBIIPOC-
Hust 6ynotupuoH. ToBa mokasBa, de /jBeTe MAaTPULM ca OWIM JIeCHO
pasKa4yBaHU eHA OT Ipyra. B HAKaKBB APYr MOMEHT eJHaTa MaTpuIia
Ha BBIIPOCHMA OY/I0TUPHOH (Tasu c o6pasa Ha cBeTu JuMuThp) € 61ta
3aMeHeHa ¢ HoBa (Tasm ¢ 610CcTOBOTO M3oOpakeHne Ha boropopuia
Opanra). ToBa BEpOSTHO Ce € HA/IOXKI/IO TIOPajU MOBpefa Ha 3aMe-
HeHara MaTpuiia. OT Taka KOMIUIEKTYBaHNUs HOB OY/IOTHPYOH MIMaMe
CaMo eINH MOJIMBJOBYII (# 6).

Tesn mogpoOHM 1 TOHAKBIE HOCATHY KOHCTATALVN U Pa3ChKAEHUA
VIMAT 32 IieJI fla Ce HAIIPaBy OIMT 3a MI3BECTHO OCBET/IABaHE Ha IIPAKTH-
JeCKOTO M3II0/I3BaHe Ha OJIOBHITE [I€YaTy B eKe[HEBHIS )KMBOT Ha [iBe
OYEBMHO YaCTHM JIMIA B TpoBMHIMaNMHA Busantua npes XI B. Ot egHa
CTpaHa MMaMe ILIeCT IeYara, IPefCTaB/IABALIN YacT OT HAKAKDB MalTbK
ymdeH apxyB. Cpefl TAX e MIMajIo eHO MICMO (VTN O-BEPOATHO JOKY-
MEHT), M3/IafieH OT eIHO [UIH>KHOCTHO JIALIE, U TIeT APYTH IMCMa, U3Ipa-
TEHM OT eiVH U CBIIY TTOfiaTel. BBIpOCHMAT mofaTesn Ha Te3u HeT Ic-
Ma HeCbMHEHO e 611 9aCTHO /ILIE, ThIf KaTO HETOBIUTE MO/IMBIOBY/IM Ca
AQHOHMMHI. 3a HAaC OCTaBaT HEM3BECTHM VIMETO MY M €BEHTYa/IHUTe MY
TUT/IN, HO 32 IIOJTyYaTe A Ha IIMCMATa Te ca OV ACHN.

Ot gpyra cTpaHa, MMaMe COOCTBEHMKaA Ha OYIOTUPMOHA 3a aHO-
HYMHNTE neyaTu. Toil HeChbMHEHO e OVIT Oy YT ICMO (WIIV JJOKY-
MEHT) OT CBIJOTO ITHXHOCTHO jnie — Teomop, aCMKpUT M KPUT Ha
JpyryBuTHA, HO HE € IbpXKaa 0COOEHO Jja ro 3aIasy, Thil KaTo CiIef
BpeMe e YHOTpeOuI CKpersiysi r0 MOMMBIOBYIT KaTo SAPO 3a OTIIe-
JaTBaHe Ha CBOII COOCTBEH IevaT. B 1ajieH MOMEHT OY/IOTUPMOHBT My
ce e IOBPEAIVI U € CTaHaJI0 HeOOXOAVIMO 1a 3aMeHM efHa OT MaTpULIN-
Te My ¢ HoBa. HesCHO 3a110 BbpXy HOBaTa MaTpUIA € TIOXKe/asl Ja He
ce BB3MPOM3Befe N300pakeHeTo Ha cBeTu JIuMUTHp, a To ga 6be
3aMeHeHO ¢ TakoBa Ha boropoanna Opanra. O4eBUAHO COOCTBEHM-
K'BT Ha TO3U OY/IIOTMPYOH € OU/I B TBBpAie OMM3KM OTHOLIEHNS C JIN-
IIeTO, YacT OT apXMBa Ha KOETO ca IyOIMKyBaHUTE TYK IIeCT I1eyara,
3aI[OTO I/ TIeT OT Te3M IIeCT mucMa (MM JOKYMeHTH), ca 6umm
U3IIpaTeH! caMo OT Hero. Moske 6 Te ca O6viu 6/IM3KM pOTHVMHY WK
[OOpY IPUATENN.

! Byk. mocieiHo 0000IIeHUE Ha TUCKY-
cunTe 110 To3u Beipoc y Gkoutzioukostas
2019.
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An interesting group
of six Byzantine molybdoboulla
from the 11™ century

Vladimir PENCHEV

Published here are six Byzantine lead seals (molybdoboulla), which origi-
nate from the modern territory of Bulgaria, most likely south of the Stara
Planina Mountains. The seals were, unfortunately, unearthed by looters,
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and the exact location of the archaeological site is unknown. At present,
the six lead seals are housed in the National History Museum, in Sofia.

Two molybdoboulla were issued by a certain Theodore, asekretis
and krites of the thema of Drougoubiteia. They date back to around
the middle of the 11" century. The remaining four pieces are anony-
mous Byzantine lead seals from the second half of the 11" century.
Most likely, all specimens published here were part of some archive
from the second half of the 11" century, the contents of which will,
unfortunately, remain unknown.



! In earlier publications this village was
called erroneously Egrek or Agrak.

2 Probably written RHXKATZI; the
open Beta at the beginning was initially
misinterpreted as a Kappa.

3« .. Tpnyopiov matpikiov koi oTpa-
myod Aapiong koi Moakoudoviag viod
Youmatt motpikiov Tod Bnykdrlt Tob
“IBnpoc”. "IBnpoc is a conjecture, though
a plausible one. Cf. Bartikian 2002, 768;
Lemerle 1966, 177-183; Lemerle 1960,
32; APpapéa 1974, 32; Kaxgan 1975, 65.

“This inscription is often mentioned in
scholarly literature, cf. Bartikian 2002,
767. The katepano Anatoles is not iden-
tical with the doux of Ani.

®According the chronological notice
in the testament of Eustathios Boilas:
Maykpatiov (dovkog) Baaompaka(viag);
cf. Lemerle 1977, 39, 1l. 18-19; Benemre-
Bu4 1921, 16.

® Skylitzes Continuatus 1968, 113.13-
22; Attaleiates 2011, 64.3. Attaleiates at-
taches little value to the qualities of this
general — he was guilty of the loss of this
important city to the empire.
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Were the Byzantine officers called
Vekhkatzi of Armenian or of
Iberian origin?

Werner SEIBT!

'Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna; werner.seibt@oeaw.ac.at

In the small village of Ekeki (modern Visneli), in southern Tao, north-
west of Tortum, in modern northeastern Turkey, there existed, at least
from the early 11" until the middle of the 20™ century, a church with
a chapel at its western front — in modern times reused by the Muslim
residents as a mosque. The complex was totally demolished shortly
after the middle of the 20" century, when a new mosque was built
(Baumgartner 1996, 325)."! The chapel and perhaps also the church
were dedicated to the Theotokos.

This ensemble featured a lot of Greek and Georgian inscriptions,
which are lost today. One among those in Greek, located in the chapel
and dated from the year 1006/1007 (6515 of the Byzantine era), men-
tions a Gregorios, patrikios and strategos of Larissa (in Cappadocia,
Anatolia) and Makedonia, son of Sympates Bekhkatzi® (Iber) patriki-
os.’ Bekhkatzi was pronounced Vekhkatzi or Vikhkatzi at that time.
Perhaps Gregorios (Grigor/Grigol) was one of the ktetores of the cha-
pel. Both men, Grigol and his father Smbat, were surely members of
the Iberian aristocracy of Tao who had served in the Byzantine army
in the last quarter of the 10" century (Smbat himself, perhaps, even
earlier). As for the high title of patrikios, it points to the nobility, be-
cause Basileios II was quite restrictive in the promotion of dignitar-
ies and many generals had to be content with the lower title of pro-
tospatharios. After the important victory of an Iberian army under
the command of Jojik and Tornikios (in cooperation with Byzantine
forces under the command of Bardas Phokas) against the rebel Bardas
Skleros in March 24, AD 979, near Sarvenis (Seibt 1976, 47-48), some
Iberian aristocrats entered high ranks in the military service of the
emperor.

An Armenian inscription in Ani (on the wall of the cathedral) from
the year 1060 mentions Bagrat Vykac'i, magistfos and Arewelic* kata-
pan (scil. magistros and katepano of the East / katenmdvw AvatoAfg).!
This man is apparently identical with ITaykpdtiog, who had been doux
of Vaspurakan® in 1059 and became doux of Ani in 1064, but in that
same year he lost the town (and its region) to Alp Arslan, the Seldjuk
sultan. Skylitzes Continuatus and Attaleiates call him an Armenian,®
but that is not of great value, as many Byzantines did not make much
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differences between Armenians and Georgians/Iberians, and the
term Iber included many Armenians.” Matthew of Edessa calls the
two Byzantine commanders of Ani for the year 1064, Bagrat, father
of Smbat, and Grigor, son of Bakouran, of which the latter is quali-
fied as Georgian (Vrac‘i azgun).® Perhaps this Smbat is identical with
the doux of Edessa in 1083 - after the death of Basileios Apokapes
(Matthew of Edessa 1898 (Valarsapat), 223; Matthew of Edessa 1869
(Jerusalem), 268-269; Matthew of Edessa transl. 1993, 147).

Concerning the etymology of the surname resp. family name
Vykatzi/Vixkatzi/Vekhkatzi, Armenian scholars have interpreted the
ending -atzi as an equivalent to the Armenian suffix -ac‘i, explain-
ing the geographical origin of a person, similar to Xorenac‘i, Klaec‘i,
Narekac'i etc. And they could have really been right, considering the
name of a small village called Vixik (modern Vihik. Cf. Hakobyan et
al. 1998, 803: Vek‘ixas; 807: Vik‘exas), in the region of Tortum, which
has been interpreted as the family’s place of origin (Bartikian 2002,
773, with note 34). Citizens of this village, who had purchased an
Armenian tetraevangelium, are mentioned as wixikart vel wiyikarni
in the 14™/15" c. colophon in Georgian on that same manuscript
(Mapp® 1911, 1298; Bartikian 2002, 773, with note 32). This inter-
pretation seems plausible, yet Byzantine sources mention many names
ending in -&t(ng, as well as others ending in -at{iig or -at(f¢, without
an Armenian connection.’

We would like to suggest an alternative. The ending -katzi resem-
bles primarily the Georgian word kaci (“man”). The first component
of the name, vey, could be a shortened version of the Georgian vepyi,"
indicating in modern Georgian the ,tiger®, but in medieval times the
»panther“!! This interpretation would relate the name to the hero of
the Georgian epos Vepyis tqaosani. The names Vepkhia (popular in
mountainous regions of Georgia) and Vepkhvadze are encountered in
Georgian."

In a similar way e.g. the Georgian name LomKaci, “lion-man”
(meaning a very big man), used as both first and last name (like
LomKacishvili), could be a tertium comparationis. Cf. also Mgel-kac-i
(wolf-man) or the Megrelian Gurikocha vel Gurkocha (a man with a
heart, a brave man).

Though we accept the grammatical possibility of an Armenian
etymology of the name Vekhkatzi, the common historical background
renders, in our opinion, an additional argument for Georgian. The
name represents a quite proud and energetic Georgian aristocrat.

ABBREVIATIONS B COCTaB€ I'OCIIOACTBYIOLIErO KIacca

BusanTUiickoit umnepun B XI-XII BB.
Epesan 1975.

Mappw 1911: H. 5. Mapps. O61
ApPMAHCKOI WITIOCTPUPOBAHHON
PYKOINCH U3 XaTKeJOHUTCKON CPefibl.
- Nspbcria Vimneparopckoit AkazieMin
Hayxws 1911, 1297-1301.

PLP: Prosopographisches Lexikon der
Palaiologenzeit. Ed. E. Trapp et al. Wien
1976-1995.
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OT apMeHCKM U UBEPCKU
IpOM3XOo] ca 6un
BU3AHTUVICKITE CTY>KUTEAN Ha
me Buxkamm?

Bepuep 3AVIBT

YeTrpuMa BU3AHTUIICKY BOeHadanHuIm ¢ gammnusa (WM popoBo
ume) Buxkaum (Bekhkatzi/Vikhkatzi vel Vkhkatsi) ca usBecrnu or
kpas Ha X u XI B. Exuu rppikn Hapnuc ot Exexn (B r>KHaTa yact
Ha obmact Tao, gu. Typnus), garupam ot 1006/1007 r., cioMeHaBa
mune Ha uMe Iperopmit (Grigor/Grigol), cun Ha Cumbar Buxkarm
(Bnxxdt(l), xato 6mBm crtparer Ha Jlapuca (B Kamamokmsa) m Ha
MakenoHusi. ApMeHCKM Hagmuc B AHU choOmiaBa 3a ennH barpar
Vykac‘i xaro MarmcTbp M KaTemaH Ha JI3toka B rogmnaTta 1060.
BeposiTHo TO11 € 611 6ariaTa Ha Cum6baTt, KOTO U3I/IeXa UAEHTNIeH
¢ nyka Ha Eneca mpes 1083 1.

Hsama cbMHeHMe, 4e TOBAa CEMENCTBO BOAM KOPEHUTE CU OT
IOxen KaBkas, karo usBopuTe CbHOOIIABAT MIM 3a APMEHCKI,
win 3a uBepuiickum npousxopn. Teopusara Ha X. bapTuksaH ce e
IpeBbpHAJIa MOBEYEe WV II0-MaJKO B COMMUNIS Opinio: TOM cYUTa
cydukca -anu/-atzes KaTo JOKa3aTeJICTBO 32 aApMEHCKA €TUMOJIOTHSA,
TB/IKYBalKVl 3HAYEHUETO Ha MIMETO KaTO ,MBX, YOBeK OT Bmkxmk .
Hue 6uxMe mpenmodenu ga MHTEpPIpeTHPaMe BTOpaTa 4acT Ha MIMeTO
¢ rpysuHcKoTo -Kaci (,MBX, 40BeK ) 11 a ThIKyBaMe II'bpBaTa 4acT
KaTo penyuupana ¢popma Ha gymara vepkhi (pes cpegHoBeKoB1ETO
»laHtepa“, mHec ,Turbp ). IlojobHa e KOHCTpyKuuATa Ha HOOpe
II03HATOTO IPy3nHCKO MMe LomKaci (,,7bB-40BeK ).
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INTRODUCTION

Monograms (from Greek povoypappa, to — a compound noun from
Hovog, “one, alone’, and ypappa, “letter”) represent a method of
abbreviated writing of words by combining some of their characters
into a single unified composition. As a phenomenon, they accompany
the entire development of Byzantine script from the 4" to the 15%
century, penetrating to varying degrees into the written traditions of the
neighbouring countries belonging to the Byzantine commonwealth,
including medieval Bulgaria. Inherited from Antiquity, where they
first appeared in Hellenistic coinage and subsequently entered into
the emblematics of the Roman emperors (Garipzanov 2018, 109-
111), monograms are invariably semantically related to a particular
individual (whose name, oftfice, or title they denote) or to a specific
institution/community (mint, monastery, family or dynasty). Their
purpose could vary depending on where they were placed, as well as
on the context of the given period. They are attested in a wide range
of materials: on architectural monuments (fortification works, church
fagades), works of stone sculpture (column capitals, friezes, slabs) and
monumental art (mosaics, wall-paintings, icons), works of toreutics
(including control stamps guaranteeing the quality of early Byzantine
silverware), jewellery (rings, bracelets, earrings, belt fittings), small-
scale sculpture (e.g., ivory diptychs), specimens of numismatics and
sigillography (coins, matrices and especially seals attached to letters,
documents, etc.), ceramics (structural, household and decorative),
glass (exagia, glassware stamps), textiles (clothing, shrouds) and
manuscripts (official documents, religious texts and their book bind-
ings) (Seibt 2005, 599-613).

It is noteworthy that the thousands of Byzantine monograms
known to scholarship are still most often examined within the context
of studies in sigillography, and unfortunately have not yet been the
subject of a comprehensive systematic investigation. Considerably
more attention has also been devoted to monograms from Late
Antiquity. The contributions of scholars such as V. Gardthausen, V.
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Laurent, W. Fink, W. Seibt, and M. Griinbart are indisputable, while
more recently an attempt at systematization through the compilation
of an alphabetized lexicon of monograms and names has been
undertaken by R. Feind. The so-called alphabetization (arranging
the letters of the monogram in alphabetical order) lies at the core
of the most popular analytical method of decipherment (the Fink-
Seibt—Griinbart method), which, however, does not have universal
application (Feind 2010, 38). The problem stems from the fact that
the commissioner of a given monogram seems to have determined the
way in which it should be designed, often privileging aesthetic effect
rather than linguistic rules or the possibility of easier decipherment.
Among the more common monograms there are some which can
simultaneously denote several quite different names, which happen by
chance to share the same letters. A striking example is the emperors
Anastasius (491-518) and Justinian (527-565), who, despite their
different names, employed the same monogram, containing the letters
N, A CT,I 0,V (Crenanosa 2000, 232). Most monograms are read
from left to right, but not all. Their component signs may also be
placed vertically, one above the other, inscribed into one another, and
so on. Often the written letters occur more than once in the name,
which further complicates the picture. Moreover, it is not always clear
whether the monogram contains only a name, or also a title/office, if
not an entire phrase (most commonly a prayer formula). Monograms
are almost always independent inscriptions, but there are also cases
of their use as elements of a word or a longer text. It is precisely this
arbitrariness that distinguishes them from other types of abbreviations
(Gardthausen 1879, 115-116, 243-260; Mioni 2009, 115-116). At the
same time, however, they often incorporate elements characteristic
of those other types of abbreviations, including involutions (letters
inscribed one into another), juxtapositions (letters written one above
another) and ligatures (Fink 1981, 76). Matters become even more
complicated when monograms are not fully preserved. Working on
them requires not only competence in Byzantine Greek (and in some
cases Latin, Middle Bulgarian or other languages), but also preparation
in epigraphy, palaecography, onomastics and prosopography, as well as
familiarity with the cultural-historical and social contexts.

CLASSIFICATION

It is customary, depending on their form, to classify monograms into
two major categories: box-shaped (block) and cruciform, while some
lesser-studied varieties will likewise be discussed here.

Box-shaped monograms. Box-shaped monograms are
distinguished by their squared form, in which the design is centered
around a main letter, written larger, into which or onto which several
additional graphic signs are inscribed or ligatured (fig. 1). Thus, for
example, in a box-shaped monogram the crescent of the letter € may
contain within itself a C, a [1 may include a I, an A may encompass a
A, and so forth. Box-shaped monograms, inherited from Antiquity,
were employed with varying intensity until the very end of the Empire,
but were most widespread in the 4™-6" centuries. During the Early
Byzantine period they appear, for instance, on column capitals of Hagia
Sophia in Constantinople, denoting the names of Emperor Justinian I
and his wife Theodora (Aetopdkng 2009, 75-77); on the throne of the
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Fig. 1. Box-shaped monograms on
Early Byzantine bricks (Mango 1950,
fig. 3).

Fig. 2. Box-shaped monograms of the
14% ¢.: MP(O)AP(O)M(OQ), attested
on a glazed plate from Kastritsi for-
tress and on a pectoral icon of St. John
the Baptist from Vatopedi monastery
(Ikonomaki-Papadopulos et al. 2001,
127); HA(TPHAP)X(’L), found on
glazed ceramics from Tarnovo (graphic
images: G. Sengalevich).

Fig. 3. Box-shaped monogram
“Damian”: AAM(I)AN(OQ), inscribed
on a stone disc from Partenit bearing
the name of the Metropolitan of
Theodoro, Damian, 1427 (Msir 1991,
187, fig. 4, # 1).

Kvimiii

Mc’lPKov or MaKaPiov

Kva.lcoi"f

Ravennate bishop Maximian from the 6* century (Yeroulanou 1999,
185); on a prosphora stamp from 610-625 (Bu{avtio 2009, 159: # 112);
on a set of silver spoons from Egypt dating to the 6™-7" centuries
(Fotopoulos, Delivorrias 1997, 207, # 349); on rings from the 4"-6"
centuries ([Tymanos 2003, 126-130) and on costume fittings, such as
a silver belt buckle from the late 6™ century (Fotopoulos, Delivorrias
1997, 216, # 383); as well as on the ivory consular diptychs of Boethius
and Areobindus, dated to 487 and 506 respectively (Cremanosa
2000, 233). The monogrammatic fashion also penetrated “barbarian”
societies striving by all means to imitate the “civilized” world: the
Ostrogothic ruler Theoderic the Great (493-518), for example, minted
coins with his Latin box-shaped monogram (Seibt 2016, 5).

After the end of the 6™ century, box-shaped monograms did not
disappear entirely, but receded to the background, becoming more
variable and simplified in appearance. A late example of this form
is the monogram TIP(O)AP(O)M(OC), signifying the attribute
“Forerunner” in depictions of St. John the Baptist from the 11" century
onwards: for instance, the frescoes of the Hosios Loukas monastery
in Phocis from the third quarter of the 11" century (Acheimastou-
Potamianou 1994, fig. 10), the mosaic depictions of the Baptist in
the churches of Pammakaristos and Chora in Constantinople from
the early 14™ century (Xat(ndakn 1994, fig. 167, 193), two encolpia
from the Vatopedi monastery collection (Ikonomaki-Papadopulos et
al. 2001, 124-127), the basilika coins of John V (1341-1391) and John
VI (1347-1354) (Morrisson 1991, 267), as well as on the most popular
type of Byzantine Elaborate Incised Ware with underglaze monograms
(Sengalevich2021,165-190) (fig. 2). A similar appearance characterizes
several other monograms: one on the seal of Ioannes Tilapos from
the late 12-13"™ century (Seibt, Zarnitz 1997, 169); the monogram of
Damian, metropolitan of Theodoro in Crimea, on a stone disk of 1427
(fig. 3); and the monograms of Andrea Gropa, Lord of Ohrid in the
late 14" century (Ovcharov 2006, 19-20). Following Byzantine models,
a box-shaped Cyrillic monogram of the high spiritual rank patriarch
also appeared in the Bulgarian capital Tarnovo, known from glazed
ceramics (Cenranesny 2024, 223-225) (fig. 2).

Cruciform monograms. In the 520s another broad category
emerged: the cruciform monograms, which quickly became a veritable
emblem of Byzantine written culture. They gained popularity for
several reasons: first, the monogram is centered on the symbol of the
cross; second, the possibilities for including more letters are increased;
and third, they are easier to read. In cruciform monograms the signs
are most often inscribed at the four ends of the perpendicularly
intersecting arms of the cross, though sometimes also in the four
quadrants (interstices), as well as at the point of intersection. The
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earliest known examples are found on minimi of Justin I (518-527),
minted in Antioch in 522 (Seibt 2016, 7), while the mass adoption of
the form is marked by the cruciform monograms of Justinian I and
Theodora on architectural details of imposing building projects such as
the churches of Hagia Sophia, Hagia Irene and SS. Sergius and Bacchus
in Constantinople, the basilica of St. John the Theologian in Ephesus,
and others (fig. 4). The process of box-shaped monograms being
supplanted by cruciform ones is clearly documented already in the 6th
century in numismatic and sphragistic material, as well as in luxury
items of toreutics and jewellery (Cremanosa 2000, 236; Nesbitt 1977,
113). Examples include a silver chalice and paten with the monograms
of the donor Maria from the late 6" - early 7 century (Fotopoulos,
Delivorrias 1997, 182-183, # 310-312); a set of silver spoons from the
Mpytilene hoard, concealed ca. 626 (Touratsoglou, Chalkia 2008, 73-75);
and especially the monograms on control stamps of Early Byzantine
silver (Mundell Mango 1992, 207-210). Cruciform monograms are also
found on numerous luxury ornaments and costume elements: a gold
fibula from Constantinople dated to the 6" century (Eger 2017, 313-
314), several gold and silver belt buckles from the late 6" - first half
of the 7™ century (Ricci 2012, 9, 13), a gold necklace of the 7 century
(Yeroulanou 1999, 216), the gold rings from Malaya Pereshchepina of
the 7" century (Werner 1984, 44-45, Taf. 32), one of the gold bracelets
of the Mytilene hoard (Touratsoglou, Chalkia 2008, 102-103), as well as
the gold earrings from Rhode Island and from the Benaki Museum of
the early 7 century (Stanilov, Sengalevich 2019, 112, fig. 1).

Perhaps due to the emphasis on the cross, during the iconoclastic
period in Byzantium this category of monograms predominated
markedly. In general, earlier cruciform monograms of the 6™-
7™ centuries are characterized by shorter cross-arms and larger
letters placed closer to the center, while over time, especially in the
8" and 9™ centuries, visible changes occur: the arms lengthen, the
letters diminish, and more signs are added, arranged not only at
the ends but also along the arms and in the quadrants of the cross
(Toovykapdkng 1999, 66). On the wings of the bronze door of Hagia
Sophia in Constantinople, for instance, large cruciform monograms
of Michael II (821-829), Theophilos (829-842) and his wife Theodora
are visible, bearing these new characteristics (fig. 5). Such monograms
occur particularly frequently on lead seals of the Middle Byzantine
period, though with decreasing intensity in the 9"-12" centuries
(fig. 6). A notable variation, characteristic of the 10™ century, are the
actinomorphic monograms, in which to the four arms of the cross four
more are added diagonally - i.e., a total of eight “rays,” with letters
inscribed at the ends (Seibt 2016, 10).

Cruciform monograms also penetrated the Latin West, in
documents and coins of rulers such as Charlemagne (768-814)
(Flamig 1961, 9-10, 30). Numerous examples of this category are
likewise attested in the Late Byzantine period: for instance, in the
basilica of Hagia Sophia in Ohrid in the early 14™ century, Archbishop
Gregory placed his cruciform monogram on the ambo of the cathedral
(Maksimovi¢ 1971, fig. 225). In the palatial church of Hagia Sophia
in Mystras, the Moreote despot Manuel Kantakouzenos (1349-1380)
commissioned his monograms on marble cornices of the interior
(Millet 1899, 143). Cruciform are also the monograms on a capital

Fig. 4. Cruciform monogram of
Empress Theodora: ©EOAWPAC, on a
capital from the church of Saints Sergius
and Bacchus in Constantinople, ca. 536
(photo: G. Sengalevich).

Fig. 5. Cruciform monogram

of Empress Theodora: ©€OAWPA
AVISCTH (= Ogoddpa adyodorn).

Part of an invocative monogrammatic
inscription on the bronze doors of Hagia
Sophia in Constantinople, installed

by Emperor Theophilos (829-842)
(photo: G. Sengalevich).
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Fig. 6. Lead seal of Michael dioiketes
with a cruciform monogram on the
obverse, containing the invocation
“Mother of God, help”: ©€0TOKE
BOHOH, and the tetragram “your
servant”: TW-CW-AS-AW in the
interstices, 8"-9" c. (To BuldvTio wg
Owovpévn 2001, 170, # 75).

Fig. 7. Slab with a monogrammatic
inscription of Tsar John Alexander

(1331-1371) from Nesebar (photo: G.

Sengalevich).

from Constantinople bearing the monogram “of Helena” (Moutafov
2014, fig. 1); on the epitaphios donated by Emperor John VI
Kantakouzenos to the Vatopedi monastery, with a monogram of the
foundation (Loverdou-Tsigarida 2003, fig. 22-23); on the silver ring
of Vlasios Melachrinos, the gold ring with the monogram Manuel and
many other rings of the 13™-15" centuries (Spier 2013, pl. 14: cat. 48,
pl. 18: fig. 13; Tores 2010, Tabm. IX). With cruciform monograms are
inscribed the names of St. Basil the Great and of Patriarch Philotheos
Kokkinos in a manuscript of the mid-15" century (Seibt 2005, Abb.
19-20). Relatively rare are such monograms on specimens of Byzantine
ceramics (Rice 1930, 76-77, fig. 6: # 9-10).

Curiously, in medieval Bulgaria cruciform monograms, perceived
almost as the calling card of Byzantine culture, enjoyed little
popularity. Nearly all known examples are in fact subjects of Greek
epigraphy. Such, for instance, is the cruciform monogram of Tsar John
Alexander (1331-1371), sculpted on a slab from Nesebar (fig. 7), and
the monogram incised on a glazed bowl insert for facade decoration
from Cherven, reconstructed as the name Kallistos (Cenranesnuy 2019,
111-130) (fig. 8). Perhaps the only certain Cyrillic inscription formed
as a cruciform monogram is the name Raphael, engraved on a matrix
for wax seals from Krasen Kale fortress, dated to the very end of the
14™ century (Tepacumona-TomoBa 1994, 43-46) (fig. 9).

In the Late Byzantine period there also appeared a variation of the
cruciform shape, which marked its evolution - or rather degradation
- during the Palaeologan era. In these monograms (or pseudo-
monograms) the cross-arms connecting the individual signs are no
longer marked, though the letters remain arranged in a cross-like
manner. Such are the monograms of Ecumenical Patriarch Niphon I
(1310-1314), carved on capitals from the fagade of the church of the
Holy Apostles in Thessaloniki (Androudis 2012, fig. 8), as well as those
of Alexios Apokaukos from Selymbria (Yal¢in 1999, fig. 17). In the
Pantanassa monastery in Mystras, the protostrator John Frangopoulos
likewise placed monograms of this developed variant (fig. 10). Here
should also be mentioned the monogram of a metropolitan bishop on
a seal matrix discovered in Bulgaria’s Provadia (Atanasov 2009, 107);
the monograms on the reverse of coins associated with Dobrujan
despot Dobrotitsa or with John Terter, read as Kaliakra (ABpes 2007,
247-248; Toues 2009, 270-272); as well as the underglaze monograms
with the office of chartophylax and with the name Nikodemos, incised
with Cyrillic letters on glazed ceramics from Tarnovo (fig. 11).

Bar-shaped monograms. A significant group of monograms,
often overlooked by most scholars (probably because it appeared
at a later stage), could be distinguished as a separate, independent
category of the so-called bar-shaped monograms. In these, the
inscription is organized around a long vertical stem — a “bar” or “rod’,
with the letters either partially inscribed into it, attached to its ends,
or ligatured on its sides. Imperial monograms of this type appear as
early as the 7"-8" centuries on coins (Grierson 1982, 33-34). The
personal name Constantine is inscribed as a bar-shaped monogram
on an amphora-stamp of the 10" century (Griinbart 1990, Abb. 1-2),
while the family name Gabras is found in such a form on the lead
seal of the sebastos John Gabras from the late 12"-13" century (Seibt,
Zarnitz 1997, 54). Around 1351-1352, the protostrator Constantine
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Tarchaniotes inscribed his family name in such monogrammatic form
in seven places on the fortress walls and towers of Didymoteichon
(Asdracha, Bakirtzis 1986, 268-270) (fig. 12). In the late 14" century,
the opportunist and Latin Patriarch of Constantinople, Paul Tagaris,
fashioned in a similar manner a monogram of his patriarchal dignity,
embroidered on a precious textile (Ball 2006, 59-61). A complex Greek
monogrammatic inscription, engraved on the metal cover of the
famous miracle-working Vladimir Icon, likewise contains the name
of the Russian Metropolitan Photios (1408-1431) in the form of a bar-
shaped monogram (HeBoctpyes 1866, 177-178). The names of two
rulers of the Crimean Principality of Theodoro appear as bar-shaped
monograms in an inscription dated to 1459, discovered in the fortress
of Funa (Msiy 1991, fig. 5, 191-192).

This form, apart from becoming popular during the Late Byzantine
period (fig. 13), also enjoyed broader dissemination outside the
Empire. For instance, some of the graffiti in Novgorod’s Cathedral of
St. Sophia, dated to the second half of 11" - early 12 century, could
be recognized as bar-shaped Cyrillic monograms of personal names
(Tmnmnyc, Muxees 2013, 154-155, puc. 1-2). The names Stefan and
Uros are written with bar-shaped Cyrillic monograms in an inscription
from 1252 above the entrance to the church of the Morac¢a monastery
in Montenegro (Nenadovi¢ 2003, 38, sl. 3). The monograms of the
sword-bearer Tagchi and of Raphael on two Bulgarian gold signet-
rings, dated to the 14" century, are also of this shape (Tores 2010,
118-121, ta6bn. XVII). The epithet “faithful“ is abbreviated with a
bar-shaped monogram on the silver coins of Tsar John Alexander
with Michael Asen, and the name of the Vidin ruler John Sratsimir
(1356-1396) likewise appears in this form on some of his copper
coins (ABpes 2007, 122, 223-226). This category also includes several

Fig. 8. Fragment of a glazed bowl insert
with an incised cruciform monogram
from the ceramoplastic decoration

of church # 7 in Cherven, mid-14"*

c. - reconstructed variants as the

name “Kallistos”: [K]AA(A)HCT(OC)
(Cenranesny 2019, 06p. 3, 10, 12).

Fig. 9. Positive impression of the cru-
ciform Cyrillic monogram “Raphael”:
PA(])AHAI:., on a medallion matrix for
wax seals from Krasen Kale, late 14 c.
(TepacumoBa-TomoBa 1994, 44, 06p. 5).
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Fig. 10. Monograms of the founder,
protostrator John Frangopoulos,
carved on a capital in the church of the
Pantanassa monastery in Mystras, 1428
(Millet 1899, 136).

Fig. 11. Cruciform monograms of

the developed variation on glazed
pottery from Tarnovo: a. Monogram
“Nikodemos”: NHIS OAHM &
(Anrenos 1980, 158, 06p. 156); b.
Monogram “Chartophylax™ XA pT(0)
(P(\(’AA?) (graphic image:

G. Sengalevich).

Fig. 12. Bar-shaped monogram with

the family name of Constantine
Tarchaniotes on a tower from the fortress
of Didymoteichon in Thrace, ca. 1352
(Asdracha, Bakirtzis 1986, mv. 72b).

5 xTNTwp twav(vng) ppla)yylo)m{ou)hes mp(w)rostparwp

monograms incised on glazed ceramics from Crimea (Mpi1; 1991, figs.
2-3) (fig. 14e) and Bulgaria, among them the monograms of Patriarch
Symeon of Tarnovo (Cenranesuy 2024, 222, 225-226), monograms of
the metropolitan bishops of Cherven (fig. 14a) and Drastar (fig. 14b),
as well as two undeciphered monograms on vessels from Tarnovo,
Cherven, and Drastar (fig. 14c-d).

Other forms. Some Byzantine monograms differ in appearance
from the categories listed above and, due to their diverse forms, cannot
be easily classified. Most researchers therefore place them in a separate
group of distinct forms (Fink 1981, 81; Seibt 2005, 594; Toovykapdkng
1999, 67). While such unconventional specimens are already attested
in Late Antique monogrammatic writing, it is in the Late Byzantine
period that designs outside the norm of box-shaped, cruciform, or bar-
shaped monograms become much more frequent. Some are essentially
extremely simplified inscriptions of one or two letters only (Laurent
1973, 333-341). This trend is evident in underglaze inscriptions from
Byzantine, Bulgarian, and Serbian glazed pottery, composed of a single
letter: K, -6-, I, B, W, ( (Sengalevich 2024, 777-778, fig. 4;
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Sengalevich 2020, 198, fig. 11; Biki¢ 2015, 343-344). The Palaeologan
monogram, appearing for the first time on the coins of Andronikos
IT (1282-1328) (Grierson 1982, 286), should also be assigned to the
“other forms” It is composed of four letters: [T and A are ligatured,
while A and I are juxtaposed (fig. 15). The family name Doukas is
written as a ligature of two letters, A and K, on the aforementioned
embroidery with the insignia of Patriarch Paul Tagaris (Ball 2006, 59-
61), as well as in an underglaze monogram on a cup from Nesebar
consisting of two joined M’s: MM (Sengalevich 2024, 777-778, fig. 3b).

Based on such ligatured combinations, most often written left-
to-right in the order of pronunciation (sometimes with letters ad-

Fig. 13. Monogrammatic inscription
with the names and titles of the Grand
domestic and future Emperor John
Kantakouzenos in a manuscript from
Vatopedi monastery, ca. 1340 (The
Holy and Great Monastery of Vatopedi
1998, 567). The monograms are bar-
shaped (positions 1, 3, 4, 7), box-shaped
(position 2), cruciform (position 6), and
of a distinct form (position 5).

Fig. 14. Bar-shaped monograms on
Bulgarian and Crimean glazed ceramics:
a. Monogram “Metropolitan”: IV (H)
TP(O)]‘[(O)A(HT‘L) from Cherven,
14 ¢.; b. Monogram “Metropolitan”:
U(H) T (POTOAH) T (B) from
Drastar, 14" c.; ¢. Undeciphered
monogram from Cherven; d.
Undeciphered monogram from Drastar
(graphic images: G. Sengalevich); e.
Monogram “Alexander”: AA(E)ZA(N)
AP(OCQ) from Funa, 1475 (Mg 2005,
304, puc. 8).

Fig. 15. Monograms of the Palaeologoi
from the second quarter of the 14" c.:

a. Detail from the fortification walls of
Peritheorion in Western Thrace, Greece
(photo: G. Sengalevich); b. Silver coin of
Andronikos IIT Palaeologos (1328-1341)
(Spier 2013, pl. 19, fig. 17a).
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Fig. 16. Monograms on 14" c.
Bulgarian glazed ceramics based on
ligature combinations: a. Monograms
“Alexander Tsar”: ANE( L ANAPE)
L[Ap (b) from Tarnovo; b. Monogram
“Shishman”: ITHIIM (A)Nb from
Tarnovo; ¢. Monogram “Nikola”: N(H)
IS (0AA) from Tarnovo; d. Monogram
“Vladimir”: BA(AAHMHP’L)
from the locality Vitata Stena, Gabrovo
region (graphic images:

G. Sengalevich).

scriptum), the most widespread monograms in the Bulgarian written
tradition were formed - beginning with the title tsar and extending
to the monograms of Tsar John Alexander and Tsar John Shishman
(1371-1395) (ITomo 1985, 359), inscribed on a variety of materials,
including glazed pottery (fig. 16a-b). The monogram of Balin in the
inscriptions of the Nikopol Treasure (OBuapos 1998, 89) is likewise an
expression of this ligatured and monogrammatic style, characteristic of
Cyrillic palaeography in the 14" century. Ligatures of two letters, NIS
and B A, also occur in underglaze monograms incised on two vessels
from Tarnovo and Gabrovo (fig. 16c-d). On the basis of such ligatured
combinations are also designed the monograms of the voivodes and
high clergy of Wallachia in the 15"-17" centuries (Dragnev, Gumenai
2003, 56).

CONTENT AND FUNCTIONS

Depending on their content, monograms could fulfill different
functions. The earliest examples, already in Antiquity, served as signs
of state authority (e.g., imperial monograms on coins), which in certain
cases guaranteed the quality and authenticity of specific objects (e.g.,
control stamps on silver, amphora stamps or brick stamps). Quite
often, monograms acted as marks of ownership, usually on personal
belongings such as jewellery, manuscripts, pottery and other items (fig.
13). In many cases, multiple functions are intertwined within a single
monogram, which further complicates classification based on function.
Thus, for example, the monograms of Justinian and Theodora (fig. 4)
on elements of the architectural decoration of churches served both
as dedicatory inscriptions and as symbols of imperial authority. In the
same way, monograms marking church or fortification constructions
of the Late Byzantine period should be interpreted (figs. 3, 7, 8, 10,
12, 15a). While in Byzantium the use of monogrammatic writing was
relatively free, in the Carolingian West its usage was monopolized by
kings, who employed monograms as their signum (Garipzanov 2008,
173-182). This graphic imagery invariably demonstrated literacy, and
thereby a claim to elite status. Of course, the purely decorative and
aesthetic role of monograms should not be overlooked either (e.g., in
Byzantine glazed pottery).

Depending on content and function, names abbreviated with
monograms are usually placed in the nominative or, more commonly, in
the genitive case, indicating possession. In late Byzantine monograms,
where emphasis falls on consonants, case endings are often omitted,
so that the case — nominative or genitive — can only be inferred (Seibt
1993, 23). A rather frequent phenomenon is the arbitrary mixture of
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uncial and minuscule script within a single monogram. An example
in this regard is the cruciform monogram IePAoiyw on the enameled
spherical base of an altar cross from Sinai, dated to the 15" century
(Hetherington 2019, fig. 12), where the dative case ending is, for the
period, rather exceptional.

Invocative monograms. The use of the dative case is particularly
characteristic of a specific group of monograms, predominantly
cruciform in shape, which, because of the messages they contain,
are referred to as invocative. These occur widely during the 7"-11*
centuries (Seibt 2005, 594-597; Seibt 2016, 8-10; Nesbitt 1977, 112-
118; Cremanosa 2000, 237-238). They consist of a prayer formula,
usually addressed to God or to the Theotokos, and combined with a
related personal name and/or title/office. The invocations are highly
standardized in the form of cruciform monograms signifying “Mother
of God, help”: ©€EOTOKE BOHOEI, or “Lord, help”: KVPIE BOHOEI.
In the earliest examples, down to the mid-7" century, the formula was
usually inscribed separately from the addressee’s name, which was
marked by another monogram. Itis characteristic that the name appears
in the genitive case, indicating possession and ownership, regardless
of the invocation, which functioned independently (Crenanosa 2000,
238). In later standardized examples of invocative monogrammatic
writing, the prayer address is coordinated with the personal name and
title/office, placed in the dative case, sometimes inscribed in the form
of a tetragram within the four quadrants of the cross. The cruciform
invocation, however, is most frequently enriched by the tetragram “to
your servant”: T CL) AOVAQW (= 1@ 0@ dobAw), as exemplified by
numerous lead seals from the 8-9% centuries (fig. 6).

These same Byzantine models were followed by several known
seals with monograms from Early Medieval Bulgaria (8"-10™
centuries) (IOpykosa 1982, 329; IOpykosa, IlenueB 1990, 17-19;
Voppanos 2001, 19-21, # 4-6; 74-75, # 130; 78-79, # 132, Tabm. I).
Invocative and cruciform in the overwhelming majority are also the
monograms depicted on Byzantine seals from the impressive collection
discovered during the excavation of the administrative building in
Preslav. They belong to representatives of the central government and
provincial administration, members of the ecclesiastical hierarchy
and the Byzantine army, who lived during the 10™ and 11" centuries
(V[opnaHOB 1993, 63, # 111; 70, # 127; 74-75, # 134; 78, # 139; 83-84, #
148-154; 111-112, # 197-198; 123-124, # 227; 134-135, # 252-254; 185-
186, # 387; 188, # 390-393; 222, # 508). Invocative monograms are also
found outside sphragistic specimens, although much less frequently -
for instance, on a capital from Athens with four monograms of Empress
Irene (797-802) (ZxAdPov-Mavpoetdr) 1999, 82, # 112), as well as in the
mosaic portrait of Emperor Alexander (912-913) from Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople (Underwood, Hawkins 1961, 192) (fig. 17).

Christian symbols. It should be noted that aside from the case
of invocations, monograms in Byzantium were closely associated
with Christian symbolism and carried religious meaning also in
other aspects. The abbreviated writing of nomina sacra became
an established practice in Christian textual tradition, beginning
with the Christogram (monogram of Christ) and its variants, which
were very popular in Early Christian art (Hurtado 2006, 208-219).
In the early, pre-iconoclastic centuries of Christianity, box-shaped



MONOGRAMS IN BYZANTINE WRITTEN CULTURE AND THEIR... 221

Fig. 17. Mosaic image of Emperor
Alexander from Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople, ca. 912 (Aetopaxng
2009, 219). The three monograms,
placed within circular frames, render
the formula: “Lord, help your servant,
the Orthodox, pious despot”

monograms featuring the name Mary and the attribute Saint appear
sporadically, accompanying depictions of the Virgin in scenes such
as the Annunciation on an ivory panel from the 7"-8" centuries
(Buldvtio 2009, 81, # 23) and the Crucifixion on an icon from the
8th century (BokotomovAog 2008, 33, # 5). Only later were the canons
for inscribing the names of Christ, the Theotokos and saints firmly
established, becoming valid and recognized in Orthodox iconography
up to the present day. This standardization aimed to make the names
easily recognizable. Monograms were typically used to indicate
attributes associated with the name, such as Prophet or Archangel.
An example of this practice is the previously mentioned box-shaped
monogram Prodromos, associated with St. John the Baptist (fig. 2).

“Heraldic” emblems. During the Palaeologan period, when
Byzantine society was heavily influenced by the feudal structures
of the Western world, various heraldic motifs appeared in the visual
repertoire of “noble“ signs and symbols, such as the fleur-de-lIis,
lion rampant, the double-headed eagle, etc. Nevertheless, the most
widespread personalized emblems of the elite did not take the form of
heraldic coats of arms, but rather of monograms. This was likely due
to the high level of literacy in Byzantine society, which favored graphic
rather than figurative representation in its emblems. Abbreviating
family names through monograms - a practice uncommon in earlier
periods — became a fashion, even a craze, among the elite of the 14"-15%
centuries. For example, monograms bearing family names adorned the
clothing of individuals buried in the exonarthex of the church of Chora
monastery in Constantinople, as could be seen in the painted portraits
above tombs C, E and F (Underwood 1966, 534-536, 540-547) (fig.
18). A particularly notable example from the perspective of Byzantine
emblematics is the funerary shroud of Maria Asenina Palaeologina,
dated to 1477 - a princess from Theodoro and wife of the Moldavian
voivode Stephen the Great (1457-1504). The shroud is decorated with
monograms of the Asanes and the Palaeologoi, along with various
other “heraldic” symbols (Ousterhout 2009, 163-164) (fig. 19).

The most prominent instance of this elite fashion is the well-known
Palaeologan monogram, which appears in many different contexts:
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on fortress walls and towers (Asdracha, Bakirtzis 1986, mv. 58-60),
on architectural decoration (Androudis 2012, 132-136), on precious
jewellery such as earrings, rings and belt appliqués (Spier 2013, pl. 1: cat.
2, pl. 15: fig. 2, pl. 20: fig. 18-19) and in manuscripts (Hoffmann 1985,
277-279). Functionally, beyond serving as marks of ownership or as
donor inscriptions, in most cases these monograms were also displays
of authority and prestige. It is no coincidence that Western families,
such as the Gattilusi, actively employed the Palaeologan monogram
in combination with other heraldic images and bilingual inscriptions
(in Latin and Greek) in monuments from the Aegean islands under
their control (Hasluck 1909, figs. 9, 13; Asdracha, Bakirtzis 1986, pls.
76b, 77). Its popularity, even beyond elite monuments, might indicate
that the monogram TTAAA(IO)A(O)I(OC) was regarded also as
a fashionable symbol with aesthetic value. This could explain its
appearance in one of the widely distributed types of Byzantine glazed
pottery bearing monograms (Cenranesny 2018, 157-168).

Fig. 18. Family funerary portrait

from tomb F in the church of the Chora
monastery in Constantinople, 1330s.
The clothings are decorated

with medallions displaying the
monograms of the Palaeologoi, the
Asanes and the Dermokaites family
(photo: G. Sengalevich).

Fig. 19. Funerary Shroud of Maria
Asenina Palaeologina (Maria of
Mangup), wife of the Moldavian
voivode Stephen the Great, kept at
Putna monastery, 1477 (Ousterhout
2009, 164, fig. 11).
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THE ADOPTION OF MONOGRAMS IN MEDIEVAL BULGARIA

In contrast to the Byzantine written tradition, where monograms
are a constant presence, in Palaeoslavic culture they enjoyed far less
popularity. Their appearance could be traced back to the time of the
First Bulgarian Tsardom based on the bar-shaped Cyrillic monogram
of the name of Tsar Peter I (927-969) on a bronze die and some of his
lead seals (Vlopmanos 2016, 116-120, 297, # 253-259). The currently
known materials though indicate that the more systematic reception of
monograms should be sought only as late as the 13" century. Medieval
Bulgaria, as the most faithful adherent of trends in Byzantine society,
likewise adopted monogrammatic writing relatively late, but unlike
Serbia, Moldavia, Wallachia or Russia, there it acquired relatively
wider popularity. Monograms based on the Cyrillic graphic system are
attested on monuments of stone sculpture, wall-paintings (graffiti),
ceramics (graffiti and underglaze inscriptions), luxury items (signet-
rings, earrings), textiles, coins and seals, and manuscripts.

At this point it is necessary to refine the lower chronological
boundary for the penetration of monogrammatic “fashion” into
Bulgarian cultural reality. Setting aside a few sphragistic monuments
of uncertain authenticity (Vlopmanos 2001, 99, # 152; 101-102, # 154,
ta6s. X), perhaps the earliest attestation is the monogram of the title
tsar, documented on a seal of Tsar Boril (1207-1218) (Vlopganos 2001,
105, # 156, Ta6n. X). The same monogram subsequently appears in the
Vatopedi and Dubrovnik charters of Tsar John Asen II (1218-1241),
in his Tarnovo inscription of 1230, as well as on his coins and chryso-
bullon (TToros 1982, 341-345; TTomos 1985, 349-350, 355; MopmaHos
2019, 61-62).

The first ruler of the Second Bulgarian Tsardom who seems to
have rendered his name as a monogram on his coins is Tsar Mitso
Asen (1256-1263), although the reading of these inscriptions remains
a matter of debate (ABmes 2007, 49-50; Crankos 1980, 9-17). There are
no grounds to assume that the monogram of the Asenids (Os4yapos
2000, 36-39), known from later monuments such as the mural images
in tombs C, E, and F from the Chora monastery in Constantinople
(Underwood 1966, 274, 285, 291), or the funerary shroud of Maria
Asenina Palaeologina of 1477 (figs. 18-19), was in use during the
reign of the Asen dynasty in Bulgaria. That monogram is obviously
linked with the Byzantine branch of the Asanes in the 14" and 15"
centuries (Boxxumos 1994, 247-434), and its appearance should be
sought at the beginning of the 14" century.

Scholarly literature has also suggested that the subsequent dynasty
ruling in Tarnovo - the Terterids, used their own monogram as early
as the last quarter of the 13" century, in monuments connected with
the reign of Georgi Terter I (1279-1292) (ITomos 1980, 179; Ilonos
1982, 342-343; Ilonos 1983, 68-69; ITonos 1984, 30). More recently
these inscriptions have been redated much later, to the 1370s - 1380s,
and associated with the figure of John (Ivanko) Terter, son of the
Dobrujan despot Dobrotitsa and ruler of Drastar (ABges 2007, 245;
Ilenues 1984, 26-28; Joues 2009, 278-281; Aranacos 2009, 291-295;
[Tenues 2012, 259-263). The Terter monogram is depicted on a series
of copper coins distributed in the Silistra region, as well as on a pair
of gold pendant earrings from a grave in the southern nave of church
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Fig. 20. Gold earring featuring a Fig. 21. Gold-thread monogrammatic inscription of Tsar John Alexander
double-headed eagle and a monogram (1331-1371) from Stanicenje, Serbia (ITomosuh 2005, 61, cr. 22).

reading “Terter” from Drastar, late 14%

c. (Aranacos 2009, 487, Tabn. VII, # 4).

# 2 in Drastar, the nowadays town of Silistra (Anremosa 2002, 18, 20,
36, tabn. XIVA) (fig. 20). This monogram requires separate study,
since it may derive from the nomadic tamgas of the Golden Horde,
particularly those with a two-legged base (Tonuapos 2015, 95-97).

Equally problematic is the sign known from a capital from the
palatial church at the fortress of Tsarevets in Tarnovo (Teopruesa u
mp. 1973, 54-55), from several series of coins (ABpmeB 2007, 155-160,
175-178, 203-206), as well as from graffiti on ceramics (Teopruena
1974, 51, o6p. 39, # 3). This is the so-called monogram of Tsar
Michael Shishman (1323-1330), introduced into scholarly circulation
by N. Mushmov. In reality there are no arguments linking this sign
specifically with the said Bulgarian ruler. It is also far from clear
whether it should be regarded as a monogram composed of the letters
LI and A or perhaps L], resembling the monograms of Tsar John
Shishman from the last quarter of the 14™ century, which are based on
the Cyrillic script. It is possible that the sign is a variation of a Tatar
tamga, consisting of a three-legged base surmounted by a bird’s head,
appearing on coins from the 1360s - 1370s associated with Mamai
(Toruapos 2015, 94-95).

Ultimately, Tsar John Alexander was the Bulgarian ruler who first
began to employ standardized monograms of his name and title on a
continuous basis, as attested on his coins (ABues 2007, 99-106; Toues
2009, 154-155), charters (IToros 1980, 174-178; TTomos 1985, 350-352),
clothing (OBuapos 2003, 76-83) (fig. 21) and glazed tableware from the
palace in Tarnovo (fig. 16a). Therefore, in light of the extant materials,
it should be accepted that monogrammatic writing entered medieval
Bulgaria en masse only in the 1330s - 1350s, lasting until the end of
the century. It is not impossible that educated clerics and hesychasts,
led by St. Theodosius of Tarnovo and St. Patriarch Euthymius played
some role in this process, being the leading transmitters in Bulgaria
of Byzantine political influence and cultural tendencies of the period.
The Hesychast movement, gaining momentum from the 1330s, gave
rise to a cohesive international community in the Orthodox world,
whose contact zones were Mount Athos, Constantinople, Sinai, and
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Monorpamure

BbB BM3aHTUIICKATa IICMEHA
KYy/ITypa U Bb3IIPYEMAHETO

VIM B CPe[IHOBEKOBHa bbiarapus

Teopru CEHT'AJIEBMY

MoHorpamuTe MpeAcTaBIsABaT CIOCO0 32 CHKPATEHO M3IMCBaHEe Ha
ZLyMJ IIOCPECTBOM ChYeTaBaHe Ha HAKOYM OT TeXHUTe OYKBU B efHA
ef[MHHA KoMmo3u1ys. Kato siBjieHre Te ChIIbTCTBAT IS/IOTO Pa3BUTHE
Ha MMCMeHOCTTa BbB Busantus ot IV o XV B., IpOHUKBANKH B €JHA
WIN JIpyra CTENeH U B MHCMEHUTE TPAJAULMU Ha MPHUHAJIeKAIIUTE
KBbM BU3aHTHHCKATa OOIIHOCT OKOJIHM CTPaHH, B TOBA YUCIIO HA Cpell-
HOBekoBHa bbarapus. Hacienenn o AHTUYHOCTTA, KBJETO 3a Mbp-
BU IIBT CE€ MOSIBSIBAT B €JIMHUCTUYECKOTO MOHETOCEUEHE, HaBIN3alKH
CJIel TOBA U B eMOJIeMaTHKaTa Ha PUMCKHUTE UMIIEPaTOpPH, CMUCIIOBO
MOHOT'paMHUTE HEM3MEHHO Ca CBbP3aHHU C ONpeieIeHa INYHOCT, YUETO
M€, ITBKHOCT WM THTJIA 03HAYaBaT, WIH C ONpeAesieHa HHCTUTY-
ust/o6mHoCT. [IpeHa3zHaYeHneTo UM MOXKeE JIa Bapupa B 3aBUCHMOCT
OT TOBa KBbJIE Ca MOCTABEHU, KAKTO M OT KOHTEKCTAa Ha ChOTBETHATA
enoxa. OTKpHUBaT ce N3MUCAHN HA BCEBb3MOKHH MECTA: BbPXY apXu-
TEKTYPHU MMaMEeTHUIH, 00pa3y Ha KAMEHHATA [IaCTHKA U MOHYMEH-
TaJHaTa KUBOIIHC, TPOU3BEIEHHS HA TOPEBTHKATA, FOBEITUPCTBOTO U
MaJIkaTa TUIACTHKa, 00pa3lyM Ha HyMH3MaTHhKara M c(parucTukara,
KEepaMHKa, CTBKIIO, TEKCTHI ¥ PBKOIHCH.

[TpueTo e B 3aBUCMMOCT OT CBOSI OO/NMK MOHOTpaMHTe Ja ce
knacuduumpar B IBe roeMy KaTeropuu: 6JI0KOBU U KPBCTOBUHI,
KaTo TyK ca pasIiefaHu M HIKOM I10-CMabo  M3CIeBaHU
PasHOBU/JHOCTHU, KaTO MOHOTpaMuTe C NMpbuKoBuUAHA dopma. Tasu
KaTeropys, OCBeH 4e CTaBa IIONYy/IApHa Ipe3 KbCHOBM3aHTUIICKIA
Ieproypl, ce pajBa M Ha IIO-IIMPOKO PasHpOCTpaHEHMEe W3BBH
npepenute Ha Busantusa. Hait-pasmpocTpaneHnte B Obarapckara
KMPWICKA TPajulyisi MOHOTpaMM II'bK ca opopMeHy Ha 6asara Ha
JIUTATypHM ChYETAHMs, KAaTO Ce 3aII0YHe C TUT/IATA ,Iap", U Ce CTUTHe
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IO MOHOTpaMNUTe Ha IjapeTe Voan Anexcangwp (1331-1371) n Voan
MIymman (1371-1395).

B 3aBUCHMOCT OT BJIOKEHOTO B TAX ChAbP)KaHMe, MOHOTPAMUTE
MOTaT Ja M3II'bIHABAT Pa3MyHM GyHKIuN. JJocTa 4ecTo Te ca 3sHaIu
3a COOCTBEHOCT, OOMKHOBEHO BBPXy J/IMYHM IPUHAJJISKHOCTH:
HAaKNUTY, PBKOMNUCHU, TpaduUTU BBPXY KepaMuka u Ap. MHoro ca
CTy4amTe, KOTaTo MOBede OT efHa (QYHKIMM Ce MPeIUINTaT B eAVH
MOHOTpaM - TakKa Hampumep MoHorpammre Ha IOctmHman (527-
565) u Teomopa BBPXY €IeMEHT) OT apXUTEKTypHaTa JeKopaunys Ha
I'bPKBY U3II'B/IHABAT POIATA KAKTO HAa KTUTOPCKM HAJINCH, TaKa I
Ha CUMBO/IM Ha JbpykaBHaTa BiacT. IIpes VII-XI B. r1aBHO BbpXy
IeyaTy MacoBO Ce Cpella efHa creny@uyHa rpymna MOHOTpamy,
IpefVMHO KPBCTOBUIHM IO (OpMa, KOUTO 3apajy BIOKEHOTO B
TAX MOC/TaHMe Ce O3HayaBaT KaTo MHBOKaTMBHM. ChCTaBeHM ca OT
MO/MMTBeHa opMy/Ia Hail-4ecTo KbM bor mwmm cB. boropopuma, n
OT 006BBp3aHO C HedA MMe u/wim TUTIA/[IbxHOCT. Tpsabsa fa ce
UMa TIpelBNJ, Y€ OCBEH B C/Iy4as Ha VMHBOKALMNTE, MOHOTPAaMBT
BbB BusaHTusa e CBBp3aH C XPUCTMAHCKATa CUMBOIMKA ¥ €
HAaTOBapeH C PeINUTMO3HO 3HauyeHMe U B Jpyru acmektu. ITpumep
3a TOBa € XpHUCTOrpaMbT (XpUCTOBMAT MOHOTpaM) ¥ HETOBUTE
PasHOBUIHOCTY, TaKa IOMY/IAPHU B PAHHOXPUCTUAHCKOTO U3KYCTBO.
ITpes IlameomoroBara emoxa, KOraTo COLMa/HAaTa KapTHHA BbB
BusaHTus e CuIHO MOBNMAHA OT 3alafHUA CBAT C (eOofaTHUTEe My
HOPS/IKM, BbB BU3YATTHN €3UK OT ,,0/TarOpOHY“ 3HAIM U CUMBOIU
ce Ha0O/mOJaBa HABIM3AaHETO HA Pa3/IMYHU XEPATANIHM MOTUBH.
Bbrpexn ToBa Hail-pa3lpoCTpaHeHNTe MePCOHAMN3NPAHN eMOIeMM
Ha eMTa HAMAT 00/IMKa Ha Xepaiu4Hy repboBe, a HA MOHOTPaMI.
[TprumHaTa 3a TOBa Hall-BEPOATHO € BUCOKOTO HMBO Ha IPAaMOTHOCT
BBB BU3AHTUIICKOTO 00IIeCTBO, KOETO B CBOATA eMO/IeMaTIKa OCTaBa
BSIPHO Ha rpaduvHaTa, a He Ha GpurypaaHaTa 06pasHOCT.

B ormnume oT BH3aHTHiIICKaTa NHMCMEHA TPAAWLMA, KBAETO
MOHOTPaMHUTE IPUCHCTBAT HEU3MEHHO, B cTapoObirapckara Hu
CTapoclaBsHCKaTa KyJlTypa Te€ Jajled He ce II0JI3BaT C Takapa
nonynspHocT. Ha 0a3ata Ha HalMYHWTE MAMETHHLIM MOXE Ja ce
npueMe, 4e B CpeJHOBeKOBHa bwirapus MoHorpamHara ,Mona“
HaBJIM3a [T0-MacoBoO eaBa mpe3 30-Te roguHu — cpenaTa Ha X1V B., 10
KbM Kpasi Ha cTosieTHeTo. He e U3K/IIoueHo B TO3U MPOLEC U3BECTHA
poJisi 1a UrpasT oOpa3oBaHUTE yXOBHHUIIU-UCHXACTH, KOUTO CE sIBS-
BaT OCHOBHUTE NPOBOAHUIM B Bbirapus Ha BU3aHTHICKaTa KylTypa
C HEeIfHUTe TeHIEHLIUH OT TOBA BPEME.






! Hocnenusis pabora - Vopnanos
2019. Cm. Taxke Krsmanovic 2008. Psay
deM Bce elle He JOKanMM30BaHBL Tak
HaIpyMep HeM3BECTHO MeCTO PacIIono-
xeHnA ¢empl 3amagHas Mecomoramus.
SIcHO MyIb, YTO OHA HAXOAM/IACH B MEXK-
nypeube [lyHas ¥ HEM3BECTHON PEKH.
JInmb HeaBHO JOCTATOYHO YBEPEHHO
YAQIOCh JIOKa/IM30BaTh LEHTP (eMbl
ITonTa EBKCHHCKOrO B Kpenoctu Vepon
(coBp. Mopoc) pacronoxkeHHOI Ha a3u-
aTckoM 6epery Bocriopa mpu BnageHuu
ero B YepHoe mope (Cremanosa 2022,
243-250).
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Banepuit I1. CTEITAHEHKO!

' Vpambckuit  denepanbHbli  yHUBepcuTeT, ExaTepunOypr; valpavi@yandex.ru;
v.stepanenko49@mail.ru

[Ipobnema cosmanusa ¢pem u MX QYHKIVOHMPOBAHUSA MMeET JiaB-
HIOIO McTOpHorpaguyeckyo Tpagunmio. VicTouHukoBas 6asa uc-
CJIeJOBAHMII 3HAUNTE/TbHO IIOIOMHIIACh K KOHIy XX B. 6raropaps
BBEJICHNIO B HAYYHBINI 000POT CUIM/UIOTrpadpuiecKNX MaMATHUKOB.
[TosiBMIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTb PEKOHCTPYMPOBATh CTPYKTYPY emHOI
aIMUHUCTPALUY, M3MEHeHNe TepPUTOPUATbHBIX TPaHULl, 0O0benn-
HeHue (eM U CO3[IaHVe HOBBIX B IIpefie/iaX TePPUTOPUN YrKe CYILeCT-
Byromyx'. Ho ocTaeTcs psAj HepelleHHBIX BOIPOCOB, B YaCTHOCTY,
IPUYVHBI TOSABIEHNA ¥ VICYE3HOBEHUS IIOTPAaHNYHBIX deM, TypM,
KJIMCYP, YTO SABHO OBUIO CBA3aHO C MOCTOSHHO MEHABIIEVICA CUTY-
anyer IperMYyIleCTBeHHO Ha BOCTOYHBIX IrpaHnIax umnepun. Emre
B 70-e rT. XX B. 3TV BOIPOCHI OBIIN ITOCTAB/IEHBI ¥ TI03)Ke PelIeHbI
b yactuano (Oikonomides 1975, 71-90; YnansioBa u ap. 1975,
21-26; I036amsan 1988).

B nocnennee Bpems Bce 60onbliee BHUMaHNUE UCCTIe[OBATeNIel TP -
BJIEKAIOT CyAbOBI BusaHTMiickux ¢pem B Kpbimy. brarogaps paboram
N.B. Coxonosoii, npogomkeHHpIx H. A. AjekceeHKo, IpenMymecT-
BEHHO 10 CPPaTUCTUYECKNM JaHHBIM IIPOC/IEKEHbI ICTOPUSA M CTPYK-
Typa IJIABHO} U IO HeJABHErO BpeMEHM eJVHCTBEHHO M3BEeCTHOII
u3 Hux — dembr Xepcon (Cokonosa 1983; Alekseyenko 2012). Panee
o Hajgmucy crparura JIbBa Anmmata 1059 1. 3 XepcoHeca 6bIIO U3-
BECTHO O CyIlecTBOBaHMM oOBeguHeHHbIX dem XepcoH u Cyrnes
(JTapres 1895, 83-86). ITo3ke mossBUINCH cPparucTudeckne HaH-
Hble, NOATBepAuBIIMe caM GakT cyuecTBoBaHMsA ¢eMbl Cyraes Kak
MyHUMYM B 60-90 rT. XI B. (Cremanenxo 2018, 56-60). [To-Bupgumomy
B cepenyHe X B. B BU3AHTMIICKON afjMUHUCTpanyy B TaBpuke mpons-
OLI/IM CYIleCTBEHHbIe n3MeHeHusA. K coxaneHnio, o mpuymHax 3Toro
MBI MOXeM TONMbKO jorajbpiBatbes. Eme I. [Ilmrombepske maparn meva-
Th Tportocnadapua u crparura bocmopa Apkagusa (Schlumberger
1895, 206-207). MecTo ee XpaHeHMsI JO/ITOe BpeMs OCTaBalach HEM3-
BecTHbIM. [Toncku B cobpanun [ocygapcTBeHHOTO DpMuTaxa, Kyaa
nocrymna komnekiys H. I1. JInxadea, B cBoe Bpems ImpuoOpeTiie-
ro yactp cobpanns I. [Ilmombepie, 6pitn GespesynbrarHbl. MHOTO
03)Ke BBLACHWIOCD, YTO OHa XpaHUTCA B Adunax (Hymuamaridaecknit
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myseit) (Kwvotavtomovlog 1917, 6, # 15). Bropoit ee axk3emnisp us
ITpecnaBa (Bonrapus) HemaBHO 6bU1 M3faH V. VopgaHOBBIM ¢ 1n-
POKOJ1 TaTUPOBKOM TPETbeN 4eTBEPTbIO X — IepBON MOMOBMHONM XI
B. (Vlopnanos 2018, 87-90). [TokasarenbHo, uTo packonku B Kepun un
B KpbIMy B LI€IOM [0 CHX TIOP HE Ja/lM HAaXOMOK IledaTell CTPaTUIOB
Bbocniopa. Ho nsBecTeH psj, MOMMBAOBY/IOB, TpoucxofAmux u3 Kepun
U ee parioHa, B ToM 4ucie JIbBa, uMIepaTopckoro cnadapus u Typ-
mapxa Totunu (Anekceernko 2006, 564-570). Bropoit sx3eMIisip mpo-
ucxoput us Xepconeca. OcraeTcst IpefIoONoKnTh, 4To dema bocrop
n TypMma loTua cyuecTsoBanmy OJHOBPEMEHHO KOpPOTKOEe BpeMs I
BO3HVKHOBEHME UX OBITIO CBS3aHO C OBICTPO MEHsBIIEVICs BHEIIHe-
nonuTndeckoit cutyanueit B CesepHom lIpuyepHoMopbe BO BTOPOIt
nonosyHe X — cepenyHe XI B. HanmomHI0 mniib, 4TO CyljeCTBOBaHMe
¢dempr bocriop B 975 . m3BecTHO 1o T.H. TakTukoHy VIkoHOMMAMCA
(Oikonomides 1972, 269, 363; bubukos 1976, 87-88). Tem e Bpe-
MeHeM IPUHATO AAaTMPOBATh 1 Iedaty crparura Apkaaus. Ho dpema
ABHO ObIIa CO3JJaHa paHee, B II0JIb3Y YerO CBUJIETE/IbCTBYET HAXOMKA
BTOPOTO M3BECTHOrO 3K3eMIULsApa nevyaru B [Ipecnase. [opop, kak us-
BECTHO, O6b11 3axBavyeH Voannom Iumucxmem B 971 1. n YIep>KMUBacs
rpexamu 110 986 1. (Moppanos 2013, 267-302). Kak cnencreue, pema
Bocnop nosiBuack 10 975 . BosMOXKHO, YTO co3fiaHMe ee ObIIO CBs3a-
HO C cuTyanueit B pajione bocriopa Kummepuiickoro. JleB [IakoH mnu-
IIeT, YTO BO BpeM: neperosopos Voanna llumucxms co CBsTocmaBoM
B 971 r. uMniepaTop Tpeb6OoBa 9YTOOBI «OH MOTYYNI 00EIIaHHYIO MIMIIe-
paropom Hukndopom 3a Haber Ha MUCSH Harpajy U YaIUICS B CBOU
obmactu n k bocnopy Knummepnitickomy» ([Juaxon Jles 1988, 55-56).
ITo-BupyMOMYy, K 3TOMY BPEMEHM PYCCKO€ NMPUCYTCTBME B PETVIOHE
cTajo cBepuMBIIMMCS GakToM. VIMiepus He MOITIa UTHOPMPOBATDH
UCXOJALIYIO OT HETO OMACHOCTD, C/IEfICTBUEM Yero BeposTHee BCEro
u 6bUI0 co3maHye HOBOM ¢embr’. OHa BpAM U IIPOCYLIECTBOBA/IA
ponro. B 90-e rr. X B. (?) Ha asmarckoM Oepery bocmopa nmossuo-
¢b T.H. TMyTapakaHCKOe KHSDKeCTBO. BpeMs 1 IpMYNHBI eTo MOsIBIIe-
HUA KpaliHe CMYTHBI ¥ HEOIPefle/IeHHbl, YTO CBA3AaHO C IIJIAYeBHBIM
COCTOSIHMEM MCTOYHMKOBOI 6a3bl (Cremanenko 1993, 254; Haymenko
2016, 67-80). B orpaBnenun kusa3sa Tmyrapakaun PocTrciaBa Ha nupy
1066 . 06BMHWIN «KaTemaHa» XepcoHa (PasgBuIoBcKas 1eTonnch
1989, 71), Ho He cTparura bocnopa. B magmcu 1059 1. u3 Xepcona Jles
Anvat HasBaH cTpaturoM oObenuHeHHON ¢embl Xepcon u Cyraes,
HO He KaremaHoM. OcTaeTcs IPeANoNoXKUTh, YTO CaMOCTOATEIbHOI
aIMMHJICTpalU BO I7IaB€ CO CTPaTUIOM B 3TO BpeM: 3/leCh y)Ke He
6b110. OT™MeTNM, 4TO TOCTIe 3TOro B 80-90 rT. XI B. KOHTAKTHI KHA3EM
TMmyTapakaHu ¢ BUSAaHTMIICKOI afiMUHICTpanyeit B KpbIMy numn yxe
He 4epe3 6mm3kuit bocriop u manexuit XepcoH, Ho depe3 Cyrpelo, Ije
6butn Haitmens! mevatn [JaBupa VMropesuya u Onera CBsTocmaBuya
(Cremanenko 2018, 56-60). Tak yto cosmanue ¢empr bocop morno
OBITh CBA3aHO MMEHHO C peakijueil Busantum Ha nosiBienue Pycu
Ha Bocnope. ITo3ke HeOOXOAMMOCTb Jiep>KaTb 3[jeCh aBTOHOMHYIO
agMMHUCTpanyio ornana. B 1094 r., mociemHuil M3BeCTHBIN KHA3D
TmyTapakann Oner Cearocnasuy yiren Ha Pycp (Cremanenko 2013,
157-168). ITo-BUAMMOMY, STUM BpeMeHEeM MOXKET ObITh JaTMpOBaHA
nevyarh BecTapxa Hukudopa AnaHa, katenana XepcoHa u Xasapuu.
CosfaeTcs BIleYaT/IeHNMe, YTO IIOf, €r0 KOHTPOJeM OKa3aucChb Or-
pomuble Tepputopuu Kpsima m CesepHoro KaBkasza (AjekceeHKo,

*Cypa mo ToMy, uTo Ieyarb JIbBa,
UMIIepaTOPCKOro cradapusa u  Typ-
Mapxa [oTum, HaiimeHa B 3TOM paiioHe.
ITucaTh OH MOT TONBKO TIPENCTABUTE-
JIF0 MECTHOJ (PeMHOIT aMUHMUCTPALVIL.
OcraeTcs MPeANoNOXNUTb. YTO deMa U
TypMa ObUIM CO3IaHBI IIOYTH OHOBpe-
MeHHO J10 975 1.
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COKPAIIEHUA

Lemnkos 2012, 7-17; Crenanenko 2014, 368-378). Hagonro mu?¢ B kon-
11e 90-X IT. Bce cBefieHNns 0 peMHOI CTPYKType BusaHTNM OTHOCTBIO
UCYE3a0T, B TOM 4YMC/Ie IeYaTyl IpefcTaBuTesneil GpeMHON agMUHU-

cTpauuu B Kpbimy.

MAMWST: Matepuajsl 10 apXeonorny, UCTOpuu u sTHorpadun TaBpuu.
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3a ,BpeMmeHHUTE Temu B Kpum
npes3 X-XI B. Temara bocriop o
chparuCTUYHM JaHHU

Banepuii II. CTEITAHEHKO

ITpes 1895 r. I. Illntom6eprke mybIMKyBa mmeyar Ha ApKajguii, IpoTo-
cniatapuii u crparer Ha bocriop. Bropu takbs exsemiiap ot IIpecnas
e my6nukysan ot V. Viopmanos. Crparerst Ha Bocrop e criome-
Hat B TaxkTukoHa Ha VkoHomuauc ot 975 1. IIpecnas e mnpesser or
Busantusa npes 971 r. u ocTaBa 1oj, HeMH KOHTpon fo 986 . Crioper,
JIsB JIsIKOH, IO BpeMe Ha Iperosopure ¢ kHA3 CBeTocnas mpes 971
r., Vloan Llummcxu HacTosiBa Toit fja MOMy4y Harpaziara, obemana my
ot npepuinHuA uMmnepatop Hukndop, n ma ce oTTermm B ,HErOBU-
te obmactu n Kumepnitckust bocop®. Taka ocHOBaBaHeTO Ha TeMa
bocnop e B pesynrar Ha mosABaTa Ha Pyc B 61m3ocT o 6ocnopckuTe
OperoseTe, Kb/IeTO T.Hap. KHAKecTBO TMyTapakaH ce o6pasyBa Io-
KbcHO. Temara cbliecTByBa KpaTko. HaMupaHero B TO3M palioH Ha
nevar Ha JI'bB, UMIIepaTOPCKY CrIaTapuil 1 TypMmapx Ha [otus (BTopn
eK3eMIU/LIp ITPOM3XO0XK/Ia OT XepCOoHec) e TIOKa3aTeTHO 32 IIPOMEHM B
CTPYKTypaTa Ha BM3aHTHMIICKaTa TeMHa aJMMHMCTpanysa B TaBpuka
npes 70-Te rogyHy Ha X B.
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Ipynna BU3aHTUIICKMX IIedaTell, B JIET€HAAX KOTOPBIX BCTPEYAIOTCA
HasBaHus «IToHT» U «IBKCuMHCKUM ITOHT», JOCTATOYHO MHOTOYIIC-
nenHa. TeM He MeHee, Ipy paboTe C Hell MOAB/IAITCA 3HAYNTETbHbIE
cnoxxHocTy. OHM CBSI3aHBI, ITTABHBIM 00pa3oM, ¢ IIMPOTOI 3HAYeHUA
TOonmoHMUMOB «[ToHT» — « IBKcUHCKMI [ToHT». Kak mokasano ucciegoBa-
Hue V. VpMinepa, mpoaHann3MpoBaBILIETO MICbMEHHbIE VICTOYHUKN
Busantum pasHoro BpeMenn, reorpadudeckue Hazpanus: 6 I1ovtog,
6 Ebevog, 6 EbEevog TIOVTOG KacawTcs, Kak mpaBmiio, mmbo camoro
YepHoro Mops, 160, B OTAENIbHBIX CTy4asiX, pedb UJET O €ro I0KHOM
no6epexne (Irmscher 1962). B Hay4HOII mMTepaType UX UCIOIB3YIOT
B HECKOJIbKUX cMbIc/ax: 1) YepHoe Mope Kak TakoBoe, ipeBHui [ToHT
OBKCMHCKUIL; 2) Bce o6macTy, npuieraomniye k YepHoMmy Mopio; 3) 1mo-
6epexxpe I0xxHOTO ITpHuepHOMOpBS, IprMepHO 0T CHHOIA IO PeKu
Yopox c uentpom B Tpamnesynze (Kapmos 2001, 1-2).

Tonmonnmer «ITonT» — «IOBKCUHCKMIT [ToHT» BCTpeyaroTcs Ha Ie-
YaTAX KOMMepKUAapueB M MMIIEPAaTOPCKIX KOMMEPKNUIL, a TaKXKe Ha
nevarsix ¢embl IBKcuHCKoro ITonta. UreHne reorpaduueckoro Ha-
3BaHMA «IIoOHT» Ha [EPKOBHBIX IeYaTAX (Laurent 1963, # 489, 494,
495 Nota) He moaTBepxKaeTcs. B ogHOM cirydae B. 3aitot npenaraer
BapuaHT «Mutponomut Vkouus» (Seibt 1974, 75), B Apyrom BMecToO
«Kecapumu [Tonra» B nerenjie ynomunaercs «Kecapus Ilanectnnckas»
(Opmutax, # M-7988: JluxaueB 1991, tabn. LXIL.13). OvyeHnp com-
HUTETIBHO TaKXKe uTeHue Iedary, onyonukosannoit I. IInombepixe
(Schlumberger 1884, 291): «ITout ITonemoHmnak» (B HacToOALIee BpeMs
Heyarh XPaHUTCS B KO/IEKLMY JpMuTaxa mnop # M-6051).

[TedaTy KOMMepKMapyeB U UMIEpPaTOPCKUX KomMmepkuii ITonra
u OBKCcMHCKOTO IIOHTaA, 4bsl [eATEBHOCTb B OCHOBHOM OblIa CBs-
3aHa CO B3JMMaHMEM TOPrOBBIX IOIUIMH HA MOTPAaHMYHBIX ITYHKTaX
Busanrtuiickoit ummnepuy, garupyiotcsa VIII - pybexom X/XI BB. B
JIeTeHJaX WX Iedareil 9TM reorpaduyeckyie Ha3BaHUA IIOSABIIAIOT-
cs1 mnbo camu 1o cebe, MO0 B COUETAHUM C APYTMMU TOIIOHMMAMU:
Vepon, Cunomn, Onopuapa, [Tadnaronus, Tpanesynn (puc. 1).

Camble paHHHUe M3 HUX — 9TO IedaTy AHAcCTacus, MIATa, UM-
IepaTOpPCKOro BAaJHUTOpAa M KOMMepKuapus amoreku OHopmamsl,
[Ta¢maronun un 6eperos ITonTa BrtoTh 1o TpanesyHzia, 13 KOJUIEKIIUN
Opmutaxa. Ha n.c. usobpaxenst Jles III u Koncrantun V. OpHy us
HUX (puc. 2a, Opmutax, # M-7962) I. 3akoc n A. Bernepu gartupyior
721/722 1. (Zacos, Veglery 1972, 158). Ilepsbiit n3gatens nevary, H.IT.
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JIuxaues, Buaen u3obpaxxeHus uMmnepaTopos Vpakmsa un Vpakmsa
KoHcTaHTHHa, MHAUKT 2 ¥, COOTBETCTBEHHO, aTMPOBaJ I1e4aTh 629
r. (JIuxaues 1924, 165-166, Ta6m. IX.5; JInxaues 1991, Ta6n. LXXIII.3).
Ha mevatm Amnacracus ppyroit marpuisl (puc. 26, Ipmurax, #
M-12458) ¢ TOJ1 >ke HaZMKChI0 HAa 060POTE, MHAUKT He YUTAETCH, 110-
3TOMY OHA JAaTUpyeTcs MMpoKo: 720-741 IT. DK3eMIULAP OYeHb IIO-
xoit coxpannoctu. On 6bi1 Haiinen B Cymake (Sandrovskaja 1993,
86-88). [learenbHOCTh AHacTacus Ha MOCTY KOMMEPKMApVs HallIa
HIOJIHOE OTpaXKeHMe B CPPATMCTIYeCKOM MaTepuaie, IpOCIeXBaeT-
¢ 10 nevatsAM ¢ 718 go 727 IT. ¥ NMpouCTeKana Ha pasHbIX TEPPUTO-
pusax umnepun: B Koncrantunonone, Vicaspun, Kapun, Iennecnonrte,
Deccanonnke n T.11. (Zacos, Veglery 1972, 158-159, table 13).

Eue ogxa nevars 110xoii coxpaHHocTy — VloaHHa, unara, r/laBHO-
ro KomMepkuapus anoreku Onopuazsl, [Tadnaronun u mobepexxps
[TonTta ¢ nzobpakennsimu JIpBa III n Koncrantnna V takxke 6bita
HaligeHa B Cygake. OHa matupyertcs 720-741 rr. (puc. 3, OpMutax, #
M-12457: Sandrovskaja 1993, 88-89)

IledaTp PeoKTHUCTa, MIATAa U ITTABHOTO KOMMEPKMAPUA AIIOTEKN
no6epexxba IlonTa, us xomekunn I. 3akoca, ¢ TeMn ke M306paxke-
HUSMMU OTHOCUTCA K 727/728 T., wnn, BO3MOXKHO, 728/729 . (puc. 4:
Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2765).

I. 3akoc u A. Bernmepu mpegnonaraioT, 4yto 1of «Ilobepexxbem
ITonTa» moppasyMeBaeTcsi OTpe3oK Mmobepexnbs UepHOro Mopsi OT
Amucoca (coBpemennoro Camcyna) no Tpanesynpa (Zacos, Veglery
1972, # 1596).

K 6oree nmo3gHeMy BpeMeH! OTHOCUTCA IleYaTh VIMIIEPATOPCKUX
KoMMepKuit IBKcuHCKoro [ToHTa, ony6nukoBanHas V. MlopaHoBbIM.
Ha ocHoBanuu msobpaxennit nmieparopos — Koncrantnua VI u
Vpunsl, ¢ ogHOI cTopoHbl, 1 Koncrantuna V, JIbsa III u JIsBa IV, ¢
IPyTOii CTOPOHBI — U MHAIKTA, 0003HauYeHHOT0 OYKBOI1 Z (T.e. 7) OHa
natupyercst 783/784 rr. (puc. 5: Jordanov 2003, # 28.1; Jordanov 2009,
#1206).

Haxkonen, mnedatb JIbBa, MMIIEPAaTOPCKOTO KOMMEpPKMApPUA
Cunona 9BkcuHckoro [ToHTa, ¢ HagmMCcAMYU Ha 06eMX CTOPOHAX, U3
Ko/utekumn I. 3akoca OTHOCUTCS K TaK Ha3blBA€MOMY IIE€PEXOHOMY
HepUOALYy, KOTZIa M300pakeHN A MMIIepaTOPOB YoKe MCUe3ai0T,  MHAMK-
THI ellje IPUCYTCTBYIOT. VIHAMKT 11 v snmrpadmka mevaTyt mo3BossAeT
fatuposarh ee 832/833 v 847/848 rr. (puc. 6: Zacos, Veglery 1972,
#2894).

Ouenb 60sblIas rpymmna nevyareii komMmepkuapues [ToHTa, KOHIIA
VIII - Hayana X B., y>ke He uMeeT 0603Ha4eHNA MHANKTA. ITO:

1. Ilewarp Ceprus, UMIEPaTOPCKOrO BECTUTOPA ¥ KOMMepPKMa-

pus Ionta, VIII-IX BB. (DOS 3, # 72.2);

2. [Tleuarp (mms He coxpaHMnoCh), KomMmepkuapus [Tonta, VIII-
IX BB. (pumc. 7a, Jambapron Oykc, # DO BZS.1977.34.87:
DOS 3, #72.3);

3. Ilevarp EBrenms, rmapHoro kommepkuapus IlonTa, nmepsas
nmonoBuHa IX B., (puc. 76, Ipmurax, # M-6231: JluxaueB
1991, Tab6n. LXVIL.7);

4. Ileyatn KocbMmpl, rmaBHOro xomMMepkuapus IlonTa, nepsas
nonosuHa IX B. (puc. 78: Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2077A). Onun
u3 ¢pparmeHToB ObUT HatifieH B Cypake (puc. 71, IpMuUTaX, #
M-12558: Stepanova 1999, 56, # 20);
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5. Ilevatp PeopoTa, MMIepaTOpcKOro kommepkmapua Ilonra
(?), IX B. (Zacos, Veglery 1972, # 2480B);

6. Ilewyarp (MMs He COXPaHWMIOCH) UMIIEPATOPCKOTO BECTUTOPA
(?) n xommepkuapus Ionta, IX B. (Zacos, Veglery 1972, #
2671 A);

7. Ileyarp Hukanppa, nmara u kommepkuapus Ilonra, koner IX
— gavano X B. (Wassiliou, Seibt 2004, # 160);

8. Cropa >xe MOYXHO OTHECTM IledaTb Muxana, MMIepaTopCcKOro
cradapoKaHAMzaTa ¥ KOMUTA — TaKKe TAMOXKEHHOT'O YIHOB-
HuKa Jepona n Ilonra konna IX B. (puc. 8, Hymmsmaruaecknit
kabuHeT My3ses mcropum mckyccrsa Benbr: Wassiliou, Seibt
2004, # 140). Vlepon 6b11 04eHb BaYKHBIM — B BOEHHOM U 9KO-
HOMIYECKOM OTHOIIEHNM — CTPATerM4eCcKVM ITYHKTOM Ha a31-
arckoM 6epery bocdopa, y BbIxofa u3 mpomsa B YepHoe Mope.
ITo cBuperenbctBy Ilpokonmsa [O/KHOCTH KommTa Jlepona
opi1a yupexena npu FOctuanane I (Ahrweiler 1961, 247).

TaxuM 06pa3oM, XOTs U IMIYHKTUPHO — HAa PaHHUX 9K3eMIDLIpax
Ooree OIpefeNéHHO IPOCIEKNBACTCA CBA3b TOMOHUMOB «IIOHT»,
«9BKcuHCKMIT TToHT» ¢ 10)KHBIM nobGepesxbeM YepHOro Mops. A Ha-
XOJKU OT/e/bHBIX NevaTeil komMepkuapues Ilonta B Cynake (Cyrnee)
B OYEpPeJHOI pa3 MOATBEP>KAAT COOOLICHN MUCbMEHHBIX MCTOY-
HIUKOB O KOHTaKTaX TaBpukm ¢ nmpuMopckumn neHtpamu IO>xHOTrO
[IpuryepHOMOpDSA, UTO, IPEXKE BCErO, CBA3AHO C TOCTAaBKaMI Ha II0-
JIyOCTPOB 3€PHA I IIPOJIOBONbCTBYS.

Bonpoc o TOM, IZie HENOCPeNCTBEHHO HAaXOAMUIOCh BEJOMCTBO
KOMMepKuapueB uy Kommepkuit [TonTa, octaeTcst OTKpbITHIM. OfHO
UHTepeCcHOe MpeAIOoNOoXKeHNe MO TIOBOAY pPaHHEro Iepuopa ObUIo
BbICKa3aHo . 3akocom u A. Bernepu. Vicxons u3 cBefeHmit mevareit
Anacracys u psAfa Ipyrux KOMMepKUapyeB aBTOPbI NPUIIINA K BbI-
BOJY, 4TO 9TV YMHOBHUKM MOIJIY MCIO/MHATD O0S3aHHOCTY IIABHOTO
KOMMepKIapys B HeCKOJIbKIX MecTax offHoBpeMeHHo. Hanpumep, B
723/724 1. MecTamMu IeATeTbHOCTY AHACTACHS, TI0 OJJHOI IIe9aTy, ObII
Koncrautnnormnons, no apyroit — ®eccanonnka (Zacos, Veglery 1972,
158-159, table 13). B cBs3u ¢ atum I. 3akoc u A. Bernepu npenmona-
TraloT, YTO BeJOMCTBA ITITABHBIX KOMMEPK/apyeB MOI/IN HaXOAUTHCH B
CTOMMNIIE, a B TIO[IBEIOMCTBEHHbIE UM LIEHTPBI 3TV YMHOBHMKM Bble3-
Kasm 1o Mepe HeobxopumocTn (Zacos, Veglery 1972, 136).

9. EcTp n eme ofHO TI0OONBITHOE COENMHEHVE TOIOHVMOB,
KoTopoe Habmiomaercs Ha nedatu N. (VoanHa?), ummepa-
TOPCKOro cradapoKaHAMAaTa ¥ KOMMepKmapus XepcoHa
u Ilonta (puc. 9a-6: Anexceenxo 2017, # I11.2.22). Ileyarp
HaiifieHa B Cygmake m matmpyerca pybexom IX-X Be. Ha
JI.C. TIPefICTAaBIeHO IOrpyAHOe u3obpaxkeHne boromarepu
Huxonen, Ha o.c. Hapmuce: Tw(avvy) B(acthik®) omad(a)
pwkav[0(1ddtw) (xai) kovu(wepknapno Xepoodvog k& TOD
[T6vTov, aunv - VMoanHy, nmneparopckomy cradapokaHau-
maty u KommepKuapuio XepcoHa u IlonTa, ammusb. Kak numrer
H.A. AnexceeHKO, «II0sIBJIeHMEe NAHHOJ IIeYaTUl CBUJETE/Ib-
CTByeT 00 OYeBUJHOM BO3PACTAHUY POJIM XEPCOHCKUX KOM-
Mepkuapues B [IpuyepHOMOpcKoM pernoHe Ha pybexxe IX-X
BB. Ilo KpaiiHell Mepe, OGHOMY U3 NIpefCTaBUTENENl MECTHOI
TaMO>XKEHHOII CTTY>KOBI B 9TOT Ieprof;, ObUT BMEHEH B 00s13aH-
HOCTM KOHTPOJIb HaJi IPUMOPCKMMM Tepputopusimu IlonTa»
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(Anexkceenko 2017, 127). Hackonmpko ata cutyauus ObUia
YHMKAJIbHOJ, HEM3BECTHO.
Eme 6omee HeompeneneHHa cutyanysi ¢ ¢eMoil IBKCUHCKOTO
IlonTa. VI3BecTHBI BCero HECKOILKO 1evyaTell, C Hell CBA3aHHBIX.

1. 9rto mevarp loanna Ammponyma, NaTpUKUA M CTpaTUTa
9BKcuHCcKoro IloHTa u3 xomwtekuyn Jambapron Oyke, pa-
tuposaHa H. Vikonomupucom n JIx. Hacourrom pybexom
X-XI BB., c usobpaxxennem boromarepn Ha TULEBOI CTOpPOHE
U Haamuchio Ha oboporte (puc. 10, DO BZS.1947.2.994: DOS
3, # 72.4). Vspgatenu mpentnunyposanyu 3Toro VoanHa ¢
VoanHOM AMUpOITYTIOM, KOTOPBI/L B 989 T. ObUI MaTpUKuEM
u KatenanoM JVramu. Ho cyps no snurpaduke nedars 6omee
MO3JHAA, U €€ BIafie/blia MOYKHO OTOXXIECTBUTD C 3aKa34M-
KOM JIpyTOJl IeyaTy, u3 Kowiekunum dpmurtaxa (# M-6727).
9ro MoanH AMuponyi, naTpukuii u crpatur @eogocnononsa
(coBp. Ip3ypyMm, ropon B ceBepo-BocTo4HOI Typrum). B.
C. lllanpposckaa u B. 3ait6T martupyror medars 40 rr. XI B.
(Sandrovskaja, Seibt 2005, 34-35, # 15).

Emre Ba MONMB/IOBY/Ia XpaHATCA B KojuleKIuu focyrapcTBeHHOro

SpMuTaxa.

2. Ilewarp Muxawna, mnporocmadapus, umara ¥ CTpaTUra
9BKcuHCKoro Ilonra,cepenmua XI B. (puc. 11, OpMurax, #
M-6894. V3 xomnekiuu H. I1. JIuxaueBa. MecTo HaxomKu He-
n3BecTHO. VI3gana: [llangposckas 1996, 58, puc. 2; CtrenanoBa
2012, 314-315, # 216).

J1.c. Torpynnoe nso6paxenne Cs. Hukomas. ITo cropoHam Hafimuch:
O-A-T-17] N-I-KO-A-A,
=0 ayi(og) Nikora(og)

O.c. Hapmicp B ceMb CTPOK:

KER, O, | MIXAHA | ACTTAGAP, | VTITATSCTP|TIFTHUEV |
Z NYUTTION |-T’-

= K(bpr)e B(or)B(et) Mixan\ (mpwto)onabap(iw) vmat(w) (kat)
otp(a)Tty(®) t(od) Evg(ei)v(ov) ITovt(ov)

Konmsa spMuraskHoit medatn Haxogmurcss B Mysee ®orra (DOS
3, # 72.5), npyroit 9k3eMIUIAp (BO3MOXKHO, TOXKe KOIVISI) XPaHUTCS
B ApxeonorundeckoM mysee Cocpun (Mymmos 1934, # 51; Jordanov
2003, # 28.2; Jordanov 2009, # 1207). CoueTanue TUTYJIOB IIPOTOCIIA-
¢apusa u unara xapakrepHo A XI B.

I[Tegars ®ombl, criadpapokaHANAATA ¥ UMIIEPATOPCKOTO XapTy/Ia-
pua IskcuHckoro Ilonta, XI B. (puc. 12, Opmurax, # M-8872. 13
kommekiuy H.IT. JIuxauyeBa. MecTo Haxongky HemsBeCTHO. PaHee He
M3aBanach).

JI.c. Hapmucp B 4eThIpe CTPOKM:
+OKER |OHOEITW|.WARAW | . WMA
Beepxy ykpamenne.

O.c. Hapnuce B yeTbIpe CTpOKM:
CITA©’K|.NAASR/ | RTEEVZ | .ONTY
Beepxy ykpaenne.
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= O(e010)Ke Pondel 1@ o[®] §(00)Aw [O]wpd omab(apo)k[a]vd(t)
S(atw) (kai) Placthik®d) x(a)pt(ov)(Aapiw) Ev(eivov) [IT]ovt(ov)

Obpamtaer Ha ce0s1 BHMMaHUe OYeHb PeKO BCTpedalouasics ab-
OpeBuaTypa JOKHOCTY «XapTYIapuil», COCTOAIIAA U3 Muratypsl XP
u mutepbl T (MogoOHYI0 MOXKHO BUfeTh Ha medaty Ceprus, XapTyna-
pus u kommepkuapus [pecrnasuipsy, X1 B. (DOS 1, # 78.3, Mopanos
2019, # 169). JorokHOCTD XapTynapusa OBKCUHCKoOro [ToHTa BriepBbIe
OTMedYeHa Ha cQparncTu4eckoM MaTepuase. XapTy/lapuy — YMHOBHMU-
KI, COCTOSIIINE Ha CTy>KOe BO MHOTYIX BEJOMCTBAX KaK [JeHTPa/nbHOIA,
TaK M IPOBMHIMAIbHOI aAMUHUCTpany BusanTun, oTeevanoyue 3a
(UHAHCOBYIO ¥ APXMBHYIO IOKYMEHTALINIO.

4. K nepeunto neyvareit pembl IBKCHHCKOro [TOHTa MO>XKHO Takxe
oTHecTM nevaTb VoaHHa, cnapapokaHAMaAaTa M KOMMepPKUa-
pus Vepona u Ilonra (myseit @orra), HOCKOIbKY OHa OTHO-
CUTCA K 3TOMY e BpeMeHU — oHa jatupyerca X-XI BB. (puc.
13, Jamb6apron Oykc, # DO BZS.1951.31.5.108: DOS 3, #
72.1). Ha n.c. morpyaHoe nso6paxenne boromarepn ¢ mena-
NbOHOM ¢ MmazennieM Xpucrom nepep rpyabio. Ha o6opote
HAJINCh B 6 CTPOK.

BepostHo, ¢dema IBkcuHckumit IToHT ObUla OCHOBaHa B Ce-
pennue X B. JIO/DKHOCTH cTparura 9Toil (peMbl YHOMUHAETCA B
«9ckypuanbckom Takrukone» 971-975 rr. (Oikonomides 1972, 267 ).
bonee pannee cBuperennpcTso JIbBa [ImakoHa oT 963 roga, ¢ yromm-
HaHUeM DBKCUHCKOro Mops, (J/leB Inakon 1988, 27, mpum. 25), Bepo-
SITHO, OTHOCUTCS KO BCeMY peryony, a He K gpeme (Oikonomides 1972,
358, # 393; Leo the Deacon transl. 2005, 94, # 41). [leyatu mokaspiBa-
10T, 4YTO OHa MIpoJo/DKana cyumectsosarb u B XI B. B 3Ty cTpykTypy
(113 TOTO YTO HaM M3BECTHO) HAPSA/Y CO CTPATUTaMM, BXOAW/IV XapTy-
JIApUU U, BO3MOYKHO, KOMMEPKIAPUHL.

Tounoe pacmonoxxenne dembl IBKCUMHCKMIT [IOHT HeM3BeCTHO.
H. Vixonomuauc n [x. Hacourt mpemmaranm nBa Bapuanra: m6o
OHa pacroJarajgach Ha I0)KHOM Iobepexxbe UepHOro mMops, rae-To B
paitone CuHoma, 6o 9To ObITa MOpckas geMa, ! OHa MOIJIa HaXo-
IUTBCSA TI0 COCEACTBY ¢ VlepoHOM. ABTOPBI CUMTAIOT, YTO OHa ObITa
IIpM3BaHa 3alyIaTh KOHCTaHTMHOIIOND OT YIPO3 € CeBepa CO CTOPO-
Hbl [IpeBnert Pycu (DOS 3, 127-128). BeposaTHO, OHM UMeNN B BUAY,
IIpeX/ie BCEero, HeyauHblil oxop K3 Vrops 941 r., deit ¢poT 6bin
yHu4ToxeH okono Vepona. H. Vixonomupuc n k. Hacourr Taxoke
IIPEeAIIIONATaloT, YTO JO/DKHOCTD CTpaTura IBKCMHCKoro IIonTa mMe-
Jla OTHOIIeHMe K JJO/DKHOCTY cTparura CreHOHa (gpyroe Ha3BaHue
Bocdopa), meuars kotoporo onu omy6mukoBamu (DOS 3, # 73.1).
HeomnpenenenHo o MecTe pesusieHIMu cTpartura OBKCMHCKoro [ToHTa
BbicKasanca u V. VlopnaHoB, oH nokanu3oBan ero Ha Opakniickom
Bocnope (Jordanov 2003, 84). B cBoe Bpems V. A. BapaHoBbIM Obla
BBIJIBHYTA BePCUsA O TOM, 4TO (peMa IBKcuHCKoro [ToHTa Moria Ha-
xoputbes B Cyrpee (bapanos 1990, 154), Ho oHa nepecTaa ObITb ak-
TyaJIbHOJI IIOCTIe TOTO, KakK B Cyfjake ObUIM HalifieHbl IIe4aTy CTPATH-
ros Cyrzen XI B. (Stepanova 1999, 49-50).

[Tosuuuro nccnenopaTeneil MOXKHO IOHATD, IIOCKOJIbKY ITOKa Ka-
KMX-7M00 JJOCTOBEPHBIX CBUJETEIBCTB O PACIONIOXKEHUY 9TOI (heMbl
MBI He uMeeM. TeM He MeHee, MOXKHO ITPENIONIOKUTD, YTO OHA HAaXO-
Annach He BO/3u Vepona, a B camoM Vepone. O6 9TOM KOCBEHHO MO-
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JKET CBUJIETENIbCTBOBATH Ievarh VoanHa, KoMMepKuapusa Vepona n
[TonTa. [Ipyrue cdpaructudeckue MaTepuanisl, Kacawouyecs VepoHa,
Ha yAUBJIEHME CKY[HBI, B OT/IMYMe, HApuMep, oT Abujoca, urpas-
IIeTO Ty JXe PoJib, 4TO U VlepoH, B nponuse lemtectionT (Aefeviwtyg
2017): U3BeCTHBI MHOTOYMCIEHHBIE TTeYaTy Pa3HOOOPa3HbIX YMHOB-
HukoB A6upgoca ¢ VI no XI BB. (cm. Hanpumep DOS 3, # 40.1-39). B
VepoHe >xe OT Bcero nepuoja CyuecTBOBaHUs BU3aHTUM COXpaHMU-
JIOCh TMIIb HECKOIBKO IevaTeil komuToB Vepona VII-IX BB. (Zacos,
Veglery 1972, # 1333, 2077, 2358; dpmutax, # M-11768: CokonoBa
1991, # 47; DOS 3, # 81.1-3), neuars Potuna, 6ymiorepa Vepona
— YMHOBHMKA, OTBEYAIOLIEro 3a OIeYaThIBaHVe TOBAPOB, ITOfIeXKa-
IMX TaMO)XeHHOMY KoHTpormo, VIII B. (Anekceenko 1997, 126-127,
Tab6n1. 3) (ums1 PoTuHa ONIpenesAeTCs 10 HeONYO/INKOBAHHOI TTeYaTn
# M-7132 u3 KO/IEKIINN 9pMMTa>Ka), ” 11e4aTh JIbBa, SMMCKEINITUTA,
YIIpaB/IAIOLIero UMIEPaTOPCKIMM loMeHaMI, X B. (AjiekceeHKo 2004,
270, . 12). KakoBa 6bU1a afMMHUCTpATUBHAA CTPYKTypa B Mepone
mocne IX B. Hem3BecTHO. Bo3MoXHO 3TO 1 6bUTa heMa DBKCUHCKOTO
IlonTa, cymecTBoBaBmIan B cepepyune X-XI BB.
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IIeyatute Ha EBKCUHCKU I1OHT

Enena B. CTEITAHOBA

V3BecTHN ca efBa HAKONKO IleyaTa, KOUTO MOTaT Jia ce CBbpXKaT ¢
Epkcuncku [Tout. Cpeqt TX e MOMMBAOBY/TBT Ha Voan AMupornyroc,
narpukuiincrpareriaEBkcuncknllonToTKONeKMATaHA I bMOAPTBH
Oyxkc, patupan B 40-te rogyay Ha XI B. O1le fiBa MONMBJOBY/IA Ce
cpxpaHABaT B Epmmraxka: Ha Muxami, npoTocraTapmii, UIaT u
crparer Ha EBkcunckn ITonT (ot cpepara Ha XI B.), n T0o311 Ha Toma,
CIIaTapOKaHANJAT U UMIIePATOPCKY XapTynapuit Ha EBkcuuckn [lonT
(XI B.). KpM cblaTa rpyna MOXeM jja Ipr6aBUM U Ie4aT Ha Voas,
crlaTapoKaHAUAAT ¥ KoMepkuapuit Ha XuepoH u IloHTta, ot Myses
@or (X-XI B.). Bp3MosxHO € f1a ce mpenmonoxuy, ye remara EBKCHMHCKM
IloHT e ocHOoBaHa B cpefiata Ha X B. IlocTbT Ha HeuH cTparer ce
ciomeHaBa B TaktukoHa Ha Eckopuan (971-975). Ilo oTHOIIeHNe Ha
CTPYKTYpaTa Cy, Tas3u TeMa (JOKOJIKOTO HU € M3BECTHO), OCBEH CbC
CTpaTer, BEPOATHO € pasIoaraja ChbIo C IIbXHOCTUTE XapTyIapuii,
" MO>Ke OU KOMepKUapmit.
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Ipmurax, # M-12457.
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Opmurax, # M-12558 (r).

Puc. 8. [Tevyars Muxansa, uMIepaTopckoro crnadapokaniusara 1 komura Vepona u ITonra konna IX B. Hymusmaruaeckuii
kabuHet Myses uctopuu uckyccrsa Bersr. Wassiliou, Seibt 2004, # 140.
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Puc. 9a-6. [Teyars VMoaHHa (?), uMneparopckoro crnadapokaHiaaTa u kommepkuapusa Xepcona u IToHTa, py6ex IX-X BB.
Hauwnonansusiii 3anoBegunk «Codus Knesckas» B Kuese, Ykpanna. Amexceenko 2017, # I111.2.22.

Puc. 10. ITevars VMoanna AMupomnyna, DaTpuKnsA ¥ CTpaTura Puc. 11. TTeyars Muxawa, npotocnadapus, uaTa u
9BKcuHcKoro ITonra, 40 rr. XI B. lTam6apTon Oykc, # DO cTpatura OBKcuHCKoro IlonTa, cepennna XI B. OpMuTax, #
BZS8.1947.2.994. M-6894.

Puc. 12. TTeyars Pombl, ciadapokananiata u Puc. 13. TleyaTs VoanHa, cnadapokaHyujaTa 1 KOMMEpPKHI-
MMIIEPATOPCKOro XapTynapusa IBKcuHckoro ITonra, XI B. apus Vepona u ITonTa, X-XI BB. My3eit ®orra, [lambapTon

Opmurax, # M-8872. Oyke, # DO BZS.1951.31.5.108.
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In memory of our esteemed colleague and friend Ivan Jordanov

An exquisite seal was found in Varna not long ago. It was discovered
during rescue archaeological excavations at Tsar Ivan Shishman 18 str.,
in the very center of the nowadays city, in the area known as the ‘Greek
quarter. The seal was found on June 4, 2021 at the C2 grid square -
northeast part, in a layer filled with roof tiles over wall # 6. The exca-
vation was led by Dr. V. Tenekedjiev - chief assistant professor at the
Regional Museum of History — Varna, and A. Stefanova - chief curator
of the Roman Thermae of Odessos archaeological site.!
Archaeological materials which were uncovered in the trench
(mostly pottery, including amphorae) date back to the 11"-12" c.
Ruins of buildings were not found. An anonymous Byzantine follis
class B (1030/35-1042; see Grierson 1973, PL. 55.B) was found next to
the seal (in the adjacent grid square D2).
The description of the seal is as follows (Fig. 1):
Obverse: Standing figure of the Virgin turned to the right with
hands upraised toward the Hand of God in the upper field.
Reverse: Inscription of eight lines:
.RPAM,
..AOKAAA
AIAAOX.
ENTAPX.
KP,T,STM.
YPAT,ME
™,
[O(eotd)ke P(ondet) A]lBpap(iw) [om]ablapo)ka(v)d()d(dtw) ...
Saddx(w) [(kai) k]evtdpy[w ToD] Kp(1)T(0D) (Kai) T(0D) p(e)y(dAov)
[K]ovpdt(opog) Meo(n)u(Bpiag).

Regional Museum of History — Varna. Department of Archaeology,
field inventory # 28.

D: 19-22 mm; D (field): 21 mm; Th: 4 mm.

W:6.26 gr.

Unpublished. No parallels known.
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Fig. 1. Seal of Abramios, spatharokandidatos, diadochos and kentarchos of the
krites and of the megas kourator of Mesembria. Middle of the 11" ¢. (Photo: Nina
Diyanova, restorer at NAIM - BAS, Branch Shumen).

The blank was too small for the boulloterion, so part of the field
could not be printed. Additionally there are breakages and damages to
the surface due to carbonate deposits.

On the obverse there is an aesthetically pretentious standing fig-
ure of the Theotokos Hagiosoritissa, with her hands covered in folds
of the maphorion and in Deesis gesture, elevated to a (lost) segment
of Heaven (usually with the hand of God). On the left in the middle
of the field can be recognized traces of a Rho (from the siglum MP).
Other traces above are probably not letters but simply damages on
the field.

The reverse had a legend of eight lines, though the first one is more
or less lost and the last line is badly damaged. On the left some letters
are missing, while on the right there are serious damages.

The proposed transcription is partially hypothetic. In the lost first
line we assume +©KER. The personal name Abramios seems to be
certain.

The title spatharokandidatos is clear, though the abbreviations
at the end of the word are unusual. The first office seems to be an
enigmatic diadochos, only very rarely attested on seals. At the be-
ginning of the third preserved line there is place for one letter, per-
haps R for f(acthik®). Normally diadochos (perhaps [B(aotAikog)]
d14doxoc?) means successor, but the duties of such a dignitary in the
11™ c. are still based on suggestions. Well known is the seal type of a
Nikolaos Methodios, protospatharios, hypatos and diadochos, recent-
ly published and interpreted by M. Campagnolo-Pothitou and J.-Cl.
Cheynet (2016, # 191; parallel specimen: Bucephalus 5: 29-30.04.2022,
# 1181). The authors propose two explanations for diadochos: a kind
of ék mpoowmov, or a person responsible for the distribution of an-
nona (by connecting the word with dtadoo1g). If we consider any re-
lation with the fiscal term doxn (the LBG, 409, proposes the trans-
lation “Annahme®), resp. doxeidprog (LBG, 409, “Lagerverwalter®,
»ochatzmeister) and similar, another solution comes to mind. It is
well known that many high-standing, rich dignitaries (not only eu-
nuchs) included the emperor as heir (successor) in their testament.
Was it the duty of the diadochos to arrange all necessary changes in
the register of assessment or to attribute the new possessions to an
imperial oikos or domain? Perhaps his duties were even more exten-
sive and included similar activities during confiscations? In our case
the connection with the office of a curator would not contradict such
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an interpretation. We hope to find more seals mentioning a diadochos
together with other duties.

The next office remains unclear. The letters NTA appear in words
like kentarchos, kontaratos, penta..., panta..., etc. Kentarchos would
not be impossible, because we find such an officer even in the civil
sekreton of the bestiarion (Oikonomides 1972, 316), and if we really
could read .ENTAP.., then kentarchos would be plausible.

If the first legible letter in the next line is a tall Kappa, krites comes
to mind. The next dignity is probably kourator, but before this word
there is some space, perhaps filled with the ligature My-Gamma (M)
for peydhw. The name of the territorial jurisdiction of the koura-
tor begins clearly with ME. Mesembria seems to be a plausible pro-
posal, especially if in the last line there was really Sigma and My, and
this town was geographically not far from Varna. Another toponym,
Mesopotamia (tes Dyseos), would still correspond, though to a lesser
extent, to the traces of the letters and the available space on the seal.

The total impression of the seal points to the period around the
middle of the 11" century, perhaps 1035-1055.

An alternative interpretation would propose to assume a (lost) Tau
in front of KP,T, making Abramios a diadochos and kentarchos of the
krites and megas kourator of Mesembria. This way it would be less
surprising that Abramios was only spatharokandidatos, and could be
a hint to confiscations in the region of Mesembria during the 1040s.

Of great importance for the correct reading and dating of the seal
is the fact that the seal was found during archaeological excavations. A
brief overview of the place where this extremely interesting sphragistic
monument was found is therefore necessary.

The archaeological site from where the seal originated, located
on Tsar Ivan Shishman 18 str., today falls within the central area of
the Archaeological Reserve “Ancient City of Odessos — Varna, and in
the past was part of medieval Varna (Tenekemxues, Credpanosa 2021;
Tenexemxues, Credanosa 2022). During archaeological excavations
on the same street in 2017 were uncovered parts of a Late Antique
building, remains of at least three dwellings from the 11*-12" centu-
ries, as well as pits with ceramic decorations of a church from the 13-
14" centuries (Manonosa-Borikosa u fip. 2018, 223).

The archaeological data we have so far testify that from the end
of the 10™ to the middle of the 11™ c. a settlement was formed in
the southeastern part of the territory of the ancient town. Near the
harbour, by the middle of the 11" c., a fortress was built in the high part
of the ancient city around the ruins of the Roman baths for defence
against barbarian invasions. At the same time, the harbour began to
function. The Byzantine city of Varna thus formed and lasted until
March 24, 1201 when it was captured and destroyed by the Bulgarian
Tsar Kaloyan (ITnetHpos 2008, 181).

Almost nothing is known about the place and the significance of
Varna during the years of Byzantine rule. In 2001, the seal of Ashot,
anthypatos, patrikios and strategos of Varna from the middle of the 11"
c. came to light (Seibt 2004, 253). This is the only record of the existence
of a Varna strategia. We have no information about the city’s role in
the Byzantine provincial system. According to L. Jordanov, the dating
of the seal should be assigned after the middle of the 11" c. He uses
Skylitzes” information that in 1043 the military commander Katakalon
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Kekaumenos defeated the Rus’ troops at Varna (Kaxxpgan 1975, # 8.4).
The need for a stronghold, and the increasing number of Pecheneg
invasions, were the main reasons why this strategia was organized.

The numismatic picture of medieval Varna fully supports these
assumptions. The largest number of coins is documented exactly from
the late 10™-mid 12™ c. period. Coins are the real dating material for the
destructions by fire from the middle of the 12" c. which are undoubtedly
related to the devastating Pecheneg invasions (Motos 2004, 320).

The seal which is the subject of this paper is among the very few
documented from the territory of medieval Varna with a certain archae-
ological context. There are only two other such cases. The first one is the
monogrammatic seal of Bonos magistros, dated in the 6®-7" c. (Jordanov
2009, # 2236).> We prefer to attribute this seal to the well-known patrikios
and magistros who defended the capital against the Avars as a deputy of
the absent Emperor Herakleios in 626 (cf. PLRE, s.v. Bonus 5 and 7). The
second case is an ecclesiastical seal of the presbyteroi and ekklesiekdikoi,
probably from the early 13™ c. (Jordanov 2009, # 1646).

The seal presented in this paper is the second of Byzantine type
found in Varna,” whose owner is possibly of Armenian origin. The
accumulation of two seals in the same period of Varna’s history sup-
ports the hypothesis that an Armenian community existed in this city
in the second half of the 11" century. Some written sources testify that
an Armenian ethnical group of people was forced to migrate to the
Balkans by the Byzantine authorities. The two largest waves of migra-
tion were in the 6™-7" c. and in the first half of the 11" c. respectively
(cf. Charanis 1961, 199). Most likely the formation of this community
would have taken place after the middle of the 11" c., since it is known
that in Varna at that time there was already a church which served
the Armenian population and was subject in ecclesiastical terms not
to the Patriarch of Constantinople, but to the Armenian Catholicos
(Ttozenes 1972, 319). A notice by the Byzantine monk Cyril Phileotes,
who passed through Varna and Anchialos and provided information
about the life there in the second half of the 11" c., points to this dat-
ing. He himself became a monk after one of the devastating Pecheneg
invasions of 1051 or 1056 (Itosenes 1972, 315-323).

All these pieces of evidence support the dating of our enigmatic seal
around the middle of the 11" ¢. To whom did Abramios send his cor-
respondence? The fact that the seal was found in buildings close to the
harbour directs our search to a person from the administration of medi-
eval Varna, perhaps the strategos himself. It is tempting to suppose that
it may have been Ashot himself, but the assumption is within the realms
of a hypothesis. According to the seal under consideration, Abramios
was a collaborator of the megas kourator of Mesembria. This town was
originally a small theme, but in the third quarter of the 11* c. it devel-
oped into an independent katepanate. At that time, the Byzantine navy
was stationed there and the town had the opportunity to maintain con-
tacts with the other regions of the Empire (Jordanov 2006, 196). It was
part — and in fact the starting point - of the defensive line Mesembria —
Beroe - Philippopolis - Triaditsa — Nisos, which emerged in the second
half of the 11" c. as a reaction to the invasions of the Uzes, Pechenegs
and Cumans (VIopnaHOB 2019, 247, 253). Therefore, our assumption is
that the correspondence received in Varna could have been in connec-
tion with coordinating common actions against the Pechenegs.

2 Apart from the parallel seals mentioned
by Jordanov, an additional, excellently pre-
served specimen, was offered in the online
auction NBS 10: 09.01.2022, # 28.

? Following the information of the auc-
tion through which Ashot’s, anthypatos,
patrikios and strategos of Varna seal was
sold, the specimen may have originated
from Bulgaria, without giving more spe-
cific find-spot. It can be assumed that,
because he was strategos of Varna, it is
likely that the seal was issued either in
the city of Varna itself or in its surround-
ing area.
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ABBREVIATIONS

AOP: Apxeonornyecky oTkputus u paskonku. Codus.

LBG: Lexikon zur byzantinischen Grazitit besonders des 9.-12. Jahrhunderts. Ed. E. Trapp. 2. Faszikel. Wien 1996.
PLRE: The Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire. Ed. ]. R. Martindale. II.A-B. A.D. 527-641. Cambridge 1992.
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EnmviH 3aragpyeH nedat ot BapHa

JKens )KEKOBA, Bepuep 3AVBT

B Hacrosmara paboTa ce pasriexsa eayH U3KIIYNTETHO NHTEePeceH
OJIOBEH IIeYaT, HaMepeH II0 BpeMe Ha CHACUTETHM apXeOTOTMYeCcKN
Pa3KOIKM B LIEHTBPA Ha ChbBpeMeHHuA rpap Bapna (B T.H. Ipblka
Maxana). Ha suueBara cTpaHa e IpefcTaBeHO M300pakeHMe Ha
Boropopnma Armocopurnca, ¢ pblje BOUTHATY MOIUTBEHO KbM bor.
TexkcTBT BBpPXY OOpaTHaTa CTpaHa € HeII'bjIeH, Thil KaTo SIPOTO €
OMI0 TpekaseHo ManKo 3a OynotupuoHa. HapmucsT e ocempenos
U CIOpe], Hero IeyaTbT IPMHAJIeKM Ha HAKONM cu ABpamuoc,
CTaTapoKaHAMJAT, OUafloX, KEHTapX Ha KPUT M Ha Merac KypaTop
Ha MecemBpus. VIkoHorpadcknuTe M CTUIOBY XapaKTEPUCTUKYU TO
Jatmpat oKojo cpefiata Ha XI B., Hali-BepoAaTHO 1035/1055 1.
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Jlo TO3M MOMEHT /MIle C TAKOBA M€ € HEIIO3HATO OT M3BOPUTE.
OcobeH MHTepec MOpaKfila eHUIMaTHMYHATa TUT/IA AMAfI0X, MHTep-
IpeTypaHa KaTo IPMEMHIK, HAMEeCTHUK VJIU Hali-00IIo /nije OTro-
BapsIIO 3a pasIpefe/siHeTO Ha aHOHATa (HaHDBK, CbOMpAaH B HATy-
pa). BepoATHO HeroBuTe 3afb/DKEHMA ca OMIVM MHOTO IIO-LIMPOKIL.
OTKpMBaHETO HA HOBY IeYaTH C Tasy TUT/IA OVXa pasIIVpY/IN HAIIU-
Te IIO3HAHMA 32 HelfHaTa ICTMHCKA PyHKINA.

Bepnara npasu BreuyaT/ieHMe, Y€ MMETO ABPaMMOC € OT apMeH-
CKM Ipou3xof,. JIo To3u MOMEHT OT BapHa MMaMe JOKYMEHTHPAH Ollle
e[IH BU3aHTUIICKY IleyaT Ha apMeHel] — ANIOT, aHTUIIAT, MaTpUIit
u crparer Ha Bapna (cpemara Ha XI B.). ToBa e eAMHCTBEHUAT U3BOP,
CBUJIETEICTBAIIL 33 ChLIIeCTBYBaHETO Ha CTpaTerns BapHa. Bpipocsr,
KOJITO Bb3HUKBA, € [a/IM MMa HAKAKBa Bpb3Ka MKy BaMaTa apMe-
HIIM, OCBEH OOLIMAT MM IIPOM3XOf,. VI3KyIIaBalio e mpeaIonoKeHme-
TO, 4e ABpaMMOC e Mucaa Jo AIIOT, BEPOATHO BbB Bpb3Ka ChC 3a-
CUJIEHNTe TIeYeHeXKKN HallecTBUA. ABpaMIOC € CbTPYIHMK Ha MeTrac
Kyparop Ha MeceMBpus — Ipajj, 4acT OT U3rpajieHaTa oT BusanTus
oTOpaHuTeTHA MMHMA Ha 1or oT CTapa IIaHMHA, 3a[109Balla IMEHHO
OT TO3M MOPCKM IOPT, 1 cturama fo Humr IIpes Tperara 4eTBbpT
Ha XI B. MeceMBpusA e mpeBbpHAaTa B He3aBUCUM KaTellaHaT, KbJe-
TO € pa3NoJIoXKeHa U uMIepckara ¢ora. [lonmyckame, 4e MMEHHO BbB
BP'Bb3Ka C Te3M ChOUTHA e OCHIIeCTBEHA U KOPECIIOH/IEHIIVIATA MeX/TY
MecemBpus u Bapha.








