ITPMHOCHU KbM B bATAPCKATA APXEOAOTI'MA, TOM XI
CONTRIBUTIONS TO BULGARIAN ARCHAEOLOGY, VOLUME XI

MEDIEVAL JEWELRY
AT THE “PALACE CENTER — EAST"” SITE IN PLISKA

Valeri Grigorov
National Archaeological Institute with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 2 Saborna Str, 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria; valerig@abv.bg

ABSTRACT

This paper presents jewelry falling into two categories, divided by their material composition — a group of
metal items, and a group made from glass. They were found during archaeological excavations of the “Palace
Center — East” site in Pliska. The metal jewelry group comprises seven rings, one earring, two pendants, three
bracelets, two metal buttons, and one fibula. The second large group of jewelry is comprised of glass bracelets,
where 24 fragments are presented, illustrating their typological diversity.

The systematization of the stratigraphic data allowed us to group the finds into three chronological
periods. In the earliest stratigraphic horizon, horizon I (ca. 900 — 976), a small number of metal jewelry
items were found, and the absence of glass bracelets is noticeable. The largest number of finds are from strati-
graphic horizons IT (970 - 1030/35) and III (1030/35 - ca. 1064), the peak being in horizon IL

A quantitative analysis of the materials by stratigraphic levels complements the picture of life during
different periods from the development of post-metropolitan Pliska. The results show that in horizon I,
defined as the “Bulgarian” post-metropolitan period, the number of finds is relatively small. The most sig-
nificant increase in the quantity of jewelry is in horizon I, defined as the “Byzantine” period of Pliska — this
is the time of the most significant demographic growth of the city. The number of finds in the last horizon,
IIL, is also relatively high, and it is defined as “post-Byzantine” or “Pecheneg” period in Pliska, but it should
be noted here that the majority of the finds were probably crafted in the earlier period and used in the fol-
lowing two-three decades.
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Introduction

The aim of this paper is to present metal and glass jewelry found during the archacological exca-
vations of the “Palace Center — East” site in Pliska (fig. 1). One of the main priorities of the excava-
tions in this part of the Inner City is to clarify the stratigraphy and chronology in post-metropolitan
Pliska (10™ — middle of the 11 c.), which have been reviewed in detail in several preliminary publi-
cations (Ipuropos, Toaoposa 2014, 5; Ipuropos 2016, 256 — 293; Ipuropos 2017, 193 - 194, 197
—199). Here the author will note only the basic information. The cultural layer is between 0.80 and
1.20 m thick, and three stratigraphic horizons can be distinguished within it. The main chrono-
logical indicator used for separating the stratigraphic horizons are the anonymous Byzantine folles
of class A1 (970 — 976), A2 (976 — 1030/35) and class B (1030/35 — 1042), which serve as termi-
nus post quem. Horizon 1 contains materials from the 10* ¢. — pottery thrown on a slow potter’s
wheel. A coin of Leo VI (886 — 912) (Ipuropos 2017, 210, kat. No. 3) and a seal of “Theoktistos,
Patrician and Logothete of the Drome”, dated to the second third of the 10™ c., were also found
in the layer (Ipuropos, JKekosa 2015, 158, Tabao XIX: 1 — 2). The lack of anonymous folles is an
indication for dating the first horizon before the 970s. In the second stratigraphic horizon, a sig-
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nificant number of folles of class
A2 were found, and in the third
stratigraphic horizon, folles of
class B appear. The latest coin
found on site is of class D (1050
- 1060), which ends the chro-
nology of the medieval layer.

All jewelry was found in
well-documented ~ stratigraphic
environments, and the context
in which the objects appeared
determines their terminus ante
quem, fixing the end date of their
use. Taking into account the rela-
tively fragile nature of most of the
items, and the risks of frequent
damage and loss during every-
day activities, it can be assumed
that this jewelry was among the
objects which were used only for
a short time. This facilitates the
opportunities to reconstruct,

with a high degree of reliability,

Fig. 1. Satellite image of the Inner City of Pliska with the location

of the “Palace Center - East” site the chronology of their use be-
06p. 1. CamenumHa cHumka Ha BsmpewHus 2pad Ha lnucka, om6ena3aHo e fore they were incorporated in a
MACMOMo Ha obekm ,[l60pu06 ueHm®sp — U3MOK” specific stratigraphic context.
Metal jewelry

The metal jewelry group comprises seven rings, one earring, two pendants, three bracelets, two
metal buttons, and one fibula (fig. 2). The finds selected are indicative, relatively well-preserved
and have secure typological characteristics.

Rings (Cat. Nos. 1 - 7)

I will begin their presentation with an entirely preserved ring (Cat. No. 1) found on the floor
of a burnt-down room (Structure XX-306/1). A conical cassette is soldered on a hoop, decorated
with granules, with a bud in the middle (fig. 2: 1). The base of the hoop, on both sides of the cas-
sette, is also decorated with three granules each, in the form of a raceme. During the conservation
of the ring, it was established that the surface is smoked and scorched by the high temperature, but
traces of silver plating or tinning are preserved in a few places. The thermal damage of the ring is
an indication that the jewelry was in the room during the fire. The large number of datable finds
uncovered in the burnt-down building allows us to date the fire to somewhere around the 1030s.
After the 1040s, the building no longer existed, and the ground was leveled.

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry developed in Bulgaria, the ring is type IX
(Tpuropos 2007, 62 — 63, 199, 06p. 69: 10 — 12). The genesis of this type of ring springs from the
Byzantine jewelry tradition, and the earliest finds are from the second half of the 9" and 10" c. To
the north of the Stara Planina Mountain, such rings appeared as late as the middle of the 10* and
beginning of the 11" c. Close analogues of the ring are known from the production center near the
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village of Novosel (Bones, Aomuesa 2011, 293, Tabanua LI
ITerkosa 2005, 284, Tabso XXXIV,, )
1998, 79, 06p. 3r).

Only the conical bezel and the “shoulders” to which the missing hoop was soldered have been
preserved from the next ring (Cat. No. 2) (fig. 2: 2). The ring was found between two dug-in dwell-
ings close to each other, which belong to stratigraphic layer II. The stratigraphic level of the ring is

+15)» the Odartsi necropolis (Aonuesa-
the necropolis next to the Eastern gate in Pliska (Aumurpos

immediately under the ground level formed between the two dwellings. This is a definite indica-
tion for the find to be dated before the 970s.

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry, the ring is type VI.2 (Ipuropos 2007, 60,
197, 06p. 67). A similar ring was found in the production center near the village of Novosel, dated
to the middle of the 10" ¢. (Boues, Aonuesa 2011, 292, tabso L__ ). Rings of the same type are
known from the necropoleis at Durankulak (Meaames 1989, 137, Taba. V7), Nikolovo, Batin-2
(Cramues 2004, taba. XVIII), Tabachka train station (Cranues 1984, o6p. 4a), in graves dated
to the end of the 9™ and 10 c., as well as in the fortresses Odartsi (Aonuesa-TTetkoBa u ap. 1999,
tabAro XLVII631), Silistra, Okorsh, Ruino-Kartal kale, Balik, Skala (Moros, Aranacos 1999, 114,
158, 306, Tabao CVII%), in layers from the 10% and the first half of the 11* c.

The third ring (Cat. No. 3) is also fragmented. An empty bezel setting for a stone or glass inset,
and part of the hoop have been preserved (fig. 2: 3). The ring was found immediately next to a
dwelling (Structure XX-343/1), in the layer which leveled the terrain of the dwelling. The strati-
graphic position determines the end date of the ring (976 — 1030/35).

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry, the ring is closest to type VII.2 (Ipuropos
2007, 61, 198, 06p. 68: 15). Similar rings are known from the fortresses Skala (Motos, Aranacos
1999, 116,159,307, rabao CVIIL .o ), Odartsi (Aonuesa-Tlerkosa u ap. 1999, Tabao XLVIIL ),
and Pernik (Hanrosa 1992, 131, 06p. 122: 5). A close analogue was also found in the production
center near the village of Novosel, Shumen district (Bones, Aonuesa 2011, 293, Tabanna LIm),
and dated to the middle of the 10" c.

The next ring (Cat. No. 4) is entirely preserved. The hoop and the bezel were cast together, and
a X-shaped sign was engraved on the square bezel (fig. 2: 4). The ring was found in a pit (Structure
XX-322/1), which belongs to the second stratigraphic horizon (976 - 1030/35). A ring with an
identical shape is known from Odartsi (Aonuesa-ITerxkosa u ap. 1999, 284, tabro XXXIV
dated to the second half of the 11% c.

The next ring (Cat. No. 5) also is entirely preserved, but the hoop is deformed. The ring is cast,
and a pentagram is engraved on the elliptical bezel (fig. 2: 5). Dots are engraved in the central
field of the pentagram and the fields between the rays. The ring was found in a dug-in dwelling
(Structure XX-302/2), which was used in the first third of the 11% c. Around the 1030s/1040s,
the dwelling was filled in and the terrain was leveled and a stone pavement, which formed a new

357)’

ground level, was laid on top.

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry, the ring belongs to type II1.4 (Ipuropos
2007, 54 — 55, 192, 06p. 62). This type of ring was widespread on the Balkans at the end of the 9*
— 11" c. Numerous finds are known from the necropoleis at Batin-1 (Cranues 1985, Taba. VI, 06p.
la, 26), Devnia-2 (Aumurpos 1970, 30, 06p. 13: 1), Galiche (Byxaposa 1976, 242, 06p. 151: 2),
Yakimovo (Muaues 1963, 31, 06p. 10), Nova Cherna (Muaues, Aureaosa 1971, 204, Taba. XLIIZ),
Odartsi (Aonuena-ITerkosa 2005, 283, Tabaro XXXIIL, 6), Durankulak (Meaamep 1989, 137, Taba.
V.., 146), Kragulevo (Bo6uca 1984, 54), as well as from a number of fortresses, like Skala (Moros,
Aranacos 1999, 114, 158, 306, Tabao CVIIm), Pécuiul lui Soare (Diaconu, Vilceanu 1972, 140,
fig. 56: 3), Odartsi (Aonyesa-ITerkosa u Ap. 1999, Tabao XLII, ) and from the city center
of Pliska (Bara6anos 1992, 161, 1a6a.VIII, ) and Veliki Preslav (Yarrosa 1969, o6p. 20). Rings
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14 ' 16

Fig. 2. Metal jewelry from the “Palace Center — East” site (Cat. Nos. 1 - 16): 1 — 7. Finger rings; 8. Earring; 9. Crescent moon
pendant; 10. Conically shaped pendant; 11— 12. Buttons; 13. Fibula; 14 - 16. Bracelets

06p. 2. MemanHu Hakumu om obekm ,/lJeopyos ueHmwsp — usmok” (Kam. Ne 1 - 16): 1-7. [lpacmeHu; 8. Obeua;
9. Bucynka-nyHuua; 10. Bucynka c koHycosudHa ¢popma; 11 - 12. Kondema; 13. Qubyna; 14 - 16. [pugHu
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with an engraved pentagram were also crafted in the production center near the village of Novosel
(Bones, Aonuesa 2011, 290, rabauma L ).

The next ring (Cat. No. 6) is fragmented, only the bezel and part of the hoop have been pre-
served. The ring is cast, and a bird (pheasant), in profile to the left, is engraved on the elliptical
bezel (fig. 2: 6). The body of the bird is dotted. The ring was found in Grid square XX-361, in
a stratigraphic context which contains materials from the latest stratigraphic horizon (1040s —
1060s).

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry, the ring belongs to type II11.6 (Ipuropos
2007, 56 - 57, 194, 06p. 64), which spread widely in the Eastern Balkans in the 10* - 11* ¢. Nu-
merous finds are known from the necropoleis of Mishevsko (Esrumosa 1992, 300, Tabao I, 06p.
4 - 6) and Yakimovo (Muaues 1963, 31, 06p. 11), from the fortresses of Okorsh, Ruino-Kartal
kale (Ipuropor 2007, 56), Odartsi (Aonuepa-ITetxkosa 1986, 167, 06p. 3), Vetren (Aranacos,
I;IOP,A,ELHOB 1994, 23,56, Taba. IV45), Skala (Moros, Aranacos 1999, 114, 158, 306, tabao CVII
and from Veliki Preslav (Totes 2004, 239, 06p. 8 - 16).

The last ring (Cat. No. 7) is fragmented, only part of the silver hoop decorated with granular,
small wires, has been preserved (fig. 2: 7). The ring was found in the arable layer, where materials
from the third stratigraphic horizon (1040s — 1060s) were scattered.

373)’

Earring (Cat. No. 8)

During the excavations an earring was found, which is a “racemose” pendant cast together with
the lower part of the hoop (fig. 2: 8). On one end, the hoop for fastening has been preserved. The
carring was found on the floor of a dug-in dwelling (Structure XX-381/1), which is dated to the
10* c. The stratigraphic position of the earring determines its dating before the 970s.

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry, the earring belongs to type I1.4 (Ipuropos
2007, 19 - 20, 143, o6p. 6), which is among the most widely spread on the Balkans from the
middle of the 9* to the second half of thel1® c. The origin of the earrings is sought in the Byzan-
tine production tradition (Dostal 1966, 36), which introduced the technology of casting jewelry
in two-sided moulds. Identical earrings were crafted in the middle of the 10® c. in the production
center near the village of Novosel (bores, Aonuesa 2011, 291, rabanma XLIX . ).

Crescent moon pendant (Cat. No. 9)

One crescent moon pendant was found on the site. It was cast in a one-sided mould, and the
obverse is adorned with three rows of pseudo-beaded wire (fig. 2: 9). The crescent moon pendant
was found in a dwelling (Structure XX-342/2), which is dated to horizon I (before the 970s).
Identical dating (mid-10* c.) can be ascribed to a similar crescent moon pendant, found in the
production center near the village of Novosel (Bones, Aonuesa 2011, 295, ta6anua LIII 630).

Crescent moon pendants are relatively rare finds during archacological excavations, which is
why any new find in an archaeological context is especially valuable not only for the clarification
of chronology, but also for acquiring a better understanding of the function and significance of
this specific piece of jewelry/amulet. A limited number of crescent moon pendants originate from
pagan and Christian necropoleis dated to the 9" — first half of the 11 c., but most finds are ac-
cidental and without a clarified archaeological context (I'puropos 2007, 85 - 86).

Conically shaped pendant (Cat. No. 10)

A conically shaped pendant also originates from the site (fig. 2: 10). It is made of copper alloy,
and the individual elements are welded without any attempt to hide the joints. The body is deco-
rated with a circle made from thin, curved wire, and hooks for suspension are soldered on both
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ends. The pendant was found in the leveled layer which is immediately above a dug-in dwelling
(Structure XX-302/2), which belongs to stratigraphic layer II. This provides a certain terminus
post quem for the find — after the 1030s.

Pendants, even if single finds, have been uncovered at many archacological sites (Ipuropos
2007, 85, 251, 06p. 132, 252, 06p. 133). In publications, the information about them is still lim-
ited and incomplete. Pendants do not have a special standardization, a diversity of shapes and
decoration is observed, they were used independently or as a component of necklaces, diadems,
or earrings. The significance of pendants is to enhance the aesthetic impact of the jewelry, and in
some cases it can be assumed that they were also used as amulets.

Buttons (Cat. Nos. 11 - 12)

Two halves of buttons were found on the site (fig. 2: 11 - 12). The first one (Cat. No. 11) was
cast, with an incised decoration, and the second button (Cat. No. 12) was made by stamping. Both
buttons were found in a stratigraphic context which is dated to the period from the 970s to the

1030s.

Fibula (Cat. No. 13)

The discovery of a piece of a Roman fibula is of special interest, only part of the bow with a bud
in one end, has been preserved from it (fig. 2: 13). The fibula was found in a stratigraphic context
which contains materials from the 970s to the 1030s. Under the classification of E. Gencheva, the
fibula belongs to the so-called “bulbous” fibulae (crossbow fibulae with finials), whose origin and
dissemination began from the Balkans in the 3" and the 4" c. (Tenuesa 2004, 61 — 64).

The discovery of single finds from the Late Roman era in medieval layers is not a precedent
for Pliska. Late Antique objects have been found during archacological excavations in various
sections of the medieval city (Cranues 1960, 29, 06p. 3 A16), as well as a significant number of
Roman coins (Mopaaunos 2000, 136 — 137; [puropos 2017, 193 — 208). It is unclear whether the
medieval people found the objects in nearby Late Antique fortresses and settlements by accident,
and whether they used them as they were meant to be used. In this regard, two Late Antique
fibulac found in the pagan necropolis at Blaskovo are of interest (Pames 2008, 168, 539, Tabao
LXXXVI, 47). In Pliska in particular, all well-documented Late Antique finds and coins origi-
nate from stratigraphic contexts dated to the end of the 10 and the first half of the 11 c. This
is an important indication that the objects were probably not discovered in the vicinity, but were
probably brought as family relics by the Byzantine administration and garrison that came to Pliska
at that time.

Bracelets (Cat. Nos. 14 - 16)

Fragments from three metal bracelets were found on the site. Two of the bracelets are the same
type, with open, zoomorphically shaped ends (fig. 2: 14 — 15). In the first case, the end resembles a
snake’s head, or the head of a seahorse; and in the second, a stylized animal with a long muzzle and
small ears protruding upwards. One of the bracelets (Cat. No. 14) was found in a pit (Structure
XX-303/2) which belongs to stratigraphic layer III. The second bracelet (Cat. No. 15) was found
in a burnt room (Structure XX-304/2) which was destroyed around the 1030s/1040s.

Under the classification of Early Medieval jewelry, the two bracelets belong to type I1.4
(Tpuropos 2007, 69, 218, 06p. 92). This type of bracelet is widespread to the south of the Sta-
ra Planina Mountain (Ipuropos 2007, 236, o6p. 116), but they are a common find in Pliska
(Anmutpos 1995, 57, 06p. 8 — 13, 59, 06p. 9: 14 — 16) and Odartsi (Aonuesa-ITerxkosa 2005,
109, 06p. 11, 113, 06p. 13 — 327), in graves dated to the second half of the 11 c.
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The third bracelet (Cat. No. 16) is cast, with open, flattened, widened ends, adorned with
a “circle with a dot” pattern (fig. 2: 16) The bracelet was discovered in the arable layer, in Grid
square XX-286, with materials which belong to horizon III (1040s — 1060s). The bracelet belongs
to type III (Ipuropos 2007, 70 -71, 220, 06p. 94), widespread on the Balkans in the 11% — 12 ¢.
A similar bracelet was found in Grave No. 42, in the necropolis next to the Eastern gate in Pliska
(Aumutpos 1995, 57, 06p. 8 — 13) and in the Odartsi necropolis (Aomuesa-ITerkosa 2005, 113,
06p. 13 — 327), where the finds are dated to the second half of the 11" c.

Glass bracelets

Glass bracelets are among the most common finds in a number of medieval necropoleis and
settlements. The data from the necropoleis, where the bracelets are better preserved, are especially
informative. A large number of glass bracelets are known from settlement sites as well, but due
to their fragmented state, they are usually viewed as mass archacological material and are rarely
subject of similar publications.

During the excavations of the “Palace Center — East” site, about 50 fragments of glass bracelets
were discovered. In most cases, these are small pieces, from which we selected 24 more informative
specimens (Cat. Nos. 17 — 40) illustrating the typological diversity of this type of jewelry.

Glass bracelets were usually crafted with a stick, which was heated, stretched and bent until the
desired shape and size were obtained, after which the two ends were pressed and stuck together.
Depending on the cross-section, glass bracelets can be classified into several types: with a square
one (fig. 3: 17), with a rectangular one (fig. 3: 18 — 22), with an elliptical one (fig. 3: 23), and with
a round section (fig. 3: 24 — 28). There are also twisted bracelets (fig. 3: 29 — 33), bracelets with
painted decoration (fig. 3: 34 — 38) and bracelets with a fluted profile (fig. 3: 39 — 40). Most of-
ten, the bracelets are of one color, the preferred one being blue, with different shades of dark blue
and navy blue. There are individual cases of bluish purple or brownish red.

Numerous exact analogues have been found during excavations in various areas in Pliska: in
the Palace center (Cranues 1960, 27, 06p. 2), along the Southern fortress wall (ITactaésa 1992,
61, 06p. 32: 2 — 3), south of the grave of Karel Skorpil (Ipuropos 2013, 62, o6p. 5: 10 - 11, 64,
06p. 7: 4 — 8, 69), in the necropolis near the Western fortress wall (Aonuesa-ITerkosa 1984, 184,
00p. 4, 185, 06p. 5, 186, 06p. 6, 187, 06p. 7), and in the necropolis near the Eastern gate in Pliska
(Aumutpos 1995, 54). Close analogues are also known from Odartsi (Aonuesa-ITerkosa u ap.
1999, Tabao XLVI «os Aonuesa-Tlerkosa 2005, 279, Tabro XXIX, 280, Tabao XXX), Veliki Pre-
slav (Manoaosa-Boitkosa 2013, 225 — 236), Skala (Moros, Aranacos 1999, 117, taba. CXVII),
Kovachevo (Tares 1977, 41; Tares 1985, 127 — 128, ¢ur. 11 - 16, 147, Tabauna 9, 149, 06p. 65),
the medieval settlement above the Thracian city of Seuthopolis (Haurosa 1972, 122 — 125, o6p.
98), and in the Lovech fortress (Yanrosa 2006, 145, 06p. 159).

Painted bracelets are of special interest in archaeological literature, with a variety of motifs
observed: spiral, wavy lines, pearl row, “pseudo-kufic”. In older studies, the production of glass
bracelets, and painted ones in particular, is connected to the Byzantine Empire and they are main-
ly dated to the 11* c. (Yanrosa 1961, 185; Muxaiiaosa 1992, 176). P. Gatev also believes that
painted bracelets are characteristic of the 11* c. and are rare in the 12% ¢, which he attributes to
the change in the trade and markets in the Byzantine Empire (Tates 1977, 41; Tares 1985, 147).
The dating of the bracelets with painted decoration from the “Palace Center — East” site, which
were found in the second and third stratigraphic horizon and dated to the end of the 10 c. -
middle of the 11* c., also supports the above.
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Fig. 3. Glass bracelets from the “Palace Center — East” site (Cat. Nos. 17 — 40)
0O6p. 3. CmwkieHU 2pugHU om obekm ,[leopyos ueHmwp — usmok” (Kam. N2 17 — 40)
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Conclusion

Jewelry is an important part of the culture of medieval Pliska, which is why one of the tasks of
archacological excavations is to systematize and promulgate all the information about the finds.
Quite often, this material is ignored by researchers. One of the reasons is that the finds are often
damaged or fragmented, which imposes the need for an additional costly and laborious conserva-
tion process. On the other hand, most finds are the product of serial production, and they rarely
impress researchers with some special artistic features. Nevertheless, this material, even if “more
ordinary’, is part of the material culture of the population in Pliska and deserves due attention.

In contrast to the necropoleis, where the jewelry is found in its functional places and carries
more specific information about the social status, symbolism, gender and age of the individuals, in
settlements jewelry is found in diverse archaeological contexts, including as disposed waste. The
advantage of settlement sites is that stratigraphic levels with a relatively “short chronology” of de-
position can be differentiated in the cultural layer, which is important for precise dating of the
jewelry. An important highlight in the excavations of the “Palace Center — East” site is the detailed
clarification of stratigraphy in the Inner City of post-metropolitan Pliska. The modern methods of
documenting and the microstratigraphic approach of excavating the archacological contexts intro-
duced in the past decade provide us with much more precise data for dating the finds “first-hand”
and not by analogy with finds from other sites, which is a frequent practice in older studies.

The systematization of the stratigraphic data allowed us to group the finds in three chronologi-
cal periods (fig. 4, fig. 5). In the earliest stratigraphic horizon I (ca. 900 — 976), a small number of
metal jewelry items were found, and the absence of glass bracelets is noticeable. The largest number
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Fig. 4. Stratigraphy of the metal jewelry from the “Palace Center — East” site. Stratigraphic horizon | (ca. 900 - 976);
stratigraphic horizon Il (970 - 1030/35); stratigraphic horizon Ill (1030/35 - ca. 1064)

06p. 4. Cmpamuepacghua Ha MemanHume Hakumu om obekm ,Jlgopuos yeHmesp — u3mok” Cmpamuzpagcku xopuzoHm |
(oK. 900 - 976); cmpamuepadghcku xopuzoHm Il (970 - 1030/35); cmpamuzpagpcku xopuzoHm Il (1030/35 - ok. 1064)
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Fig. 5. Stratigraphy of the glass bracelets from the “Palace Center — East” site. Stratigraphic horizon | (ca. 900 — 976);
stratigraphic horizon Il (970 - 1030/35); stratigraphic horizon Ill (1030/35 - ca. 1064)

06p. 5. Cmpamuepacgpus Ha cmvKIeHUmMe 2pugHU om obekm ,[lsopyos ueHmasp — u3mok” Cmpamuzpagcku xopusoHm |
(oK. 900 - 976); cmpamuepacpcku xopusoHm Il (970 — 1030/35); cmpamuepacgpcku xopuzoHm Il (1030/35 — ok. 1064)

of finds is in stratigraphic horizons IT (970 — 1030/35) and III (1030/35 — ca. 1064), the peak be-
ing in horizon II.

A quantitative analysis of the archacological materials by stratigraphic levels complements
the picture of life in different periods from the development of post-metropolitan Pliska. The
results show that in horizon I, defined as “Bulgarian” post-metropolitan period, the number of
finds is relatively small. The archacological excavations of the “Palace Center — East” site in Pliska
confirm that until the middle of the 10" c., the population in this part of the Inner City was small
in number. The most significant quantitative increase of jewelry is in horizon II, defined as the
“Byzantine” period of Pliska — this is the time of the most significant demographic growth of the
city. The number of finds in the last horizon III is also relatively high, and it is defined as a “post-
Byzantine” or “Pecheneg” period in Pliska, but it should be noted here that the majority of the
finds was probably crafted in the earlier period and used in the following two to three decades.
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CATALOGUE OF FINDS

1. Ring, bronze with silvering. A conical cassette is soldered onto a flat hoop, decorated with granules, with a bud in
the middle. The base of the hoop, on both sides of the cassette, is decorated with three granules each, in the form of
araceme. The ring is scorched by the high temperature. Dimensions: Diameter — 1.9 cm, diameter of the bezel — 1.2
cm, total height — 3 cm. Location: Grid square XX-306, Structure XX-306/1 (burnt room), NE - 2.90 m, SE - 4.60
m, elevation 180.88 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35). FIN 14/68 (fig. 2: 1).

2. Ring, bronze, fragment. The bezel, which is in the shape of a cone, and the “shoulders” to which the missing hoop
was soldered, are preserved. Dimensions: Bezel — 1.8 x 1.2 x 1.5 cm. Location: Grid square XX-385, SW - 1.90 m,
SE - 4.70 m, elevation 180.86 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon I (ca. 900 — 976). FIN 12/71 (fig. 2: 2).

3. Ring, bronze, fragment. Preserved upper half — an empty bezel setting for a stone or glass ‘gem) and part of the hoop
remain. Dimensions: Bezel - 1.7 x 0.9 cm. Location: Grid square XX-343, S - 2.82 m, E — 1.48 m, clevation 181.38
m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35). FIN 11/19 (fig. 2: 3).

4. Ring, bronze. Flat hoop with a small square bezel on which a X-shaped sign is engraved. Dimensions: Diameter of
the hoop - 2.1 cm, thickness — 0.3 cm, bezel - 1.8 x 1.8 cm. Location: Grid square XX-322, Structure XX-322/1,
Pit, N - 3.30 m, E — 1.40 m, clevation 180.45 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35). FIN 11/42
(fig. 2: 4).

5.Ring, bronze. Flat hoop, deformed, with an elliptical bezel. A pentagram is engraved on the bezel. Dots are engraved
in the central field of the pentagram and the fields between the rays. Dimensions: Diameter of the hoop — 2.5 cm,
thickness — 0.2 cm, bezel - 2.3 x 1.3 cm. Location: Grid square XX-302, Structure XX-302/2 (dwelling), NW —
2.85 m, NE - 4.76 m, elevation 181.05 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35). FIN 12/45 (fig. 2: 5).

6. Ring, bronze, fragment. Preserved bezel and part of the hoop. A bird (pheasant), in profile to the left, is engraved on
the bezel. Dimensions: Diameter of the bezel — 2.3 x 1.4 cm, thickness — 0.3 cm. Location: Grid square XX-361, N
- 1.65 m, E — 1.40 m, elevation 181.82 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064). FIN 11/7 (ﬁg. 2:6).

7. Ring, silver, fragment. Preserved part of a flat hoop adorned with beaded wires. Dimensions: Width of hoop - 0.7
cm. Location: Grid square XX-286, NE — 3.75 m, SE — 2.97 m, elevation 182.07 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon
111 (1030/35 — 1064). FIN 14/32 (fig. 2: 7).

8. Earring, bronze. Cast together with the lower arc of the hoop and the “racemose” pendant. A small hoop for fastening
is preserved on one end. Dimensions: 2.8 x 1.9 cm. Location: Grid square XX-381, Structure XX-381/1 (dwelling),
$-0.95m, W - 0.50 m, elevation 181.30 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon I (ca. 900 — 976) FIN 11/50 (fig. 2: 8).

9. Crescent moon pendant, bronze. The crescent moon was cast in a one-sided mould, and the obverse is adorned with
three rows of pseudo-beaded wire. Dimensions: 2.6 x 2 x 0.9 ¢m, thickness — 0.2 cm. Location: Grid square XX-342,
Structure XX-342/2 (dwelling), N - 0.40 m, E — 2.15 m, clevation 181 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon I (ca. 900
~976). FIN 11/44 (fig. 2: 9).

10. Pendant, copper. Pendant with a conical shape, the body is adorned with thin wires, curved in a circle. Dimensions:
4.4x 1.6 cm. Location: Grid square XX-303, SE - 3.20 m, SW -2.50 m, elevation 181.57 m. Dating: Stratigraphic
horizon I11 (1030/35 — 1064). FIN 12/13 (fig. 2: 10).

11. Button, bronze, half. The button was cast, the surface is decorated with incised lines. Dimensions: 1.6 x 1 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-284, NE - 3.10 m, NW — 3.26 m, clevation 182.07 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II
(976 - 1030/35). FIN 14/19 (fig. 2: 11).

12. Button, copper, half. The button was stamped. Dimensions: 2.1 x 1.2 cm. Location: Grid square XX-321, N - 1.30
m, E - 0.30 m, elevation 181.63 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35). FIN 11/45 (fig. 2: 12).

13. Fibula, bronze, fragment. Only part of the bow, with a bud in one end, is preserved. Dimensions: Diameter of the
bud - 1 em, section — 0.6 x 0.8 cm. Location: Grid square XX-361, N - 2.70 m, E — 1.30 m, elevation 181.69 m.
Dating: Stratigraphic horizon I (976 - 1030/35). FIN 11/8 (fig. 2: 13).

14. Bracelet, bronze, fragment. The section is rectangular, one of the ends is zoomorphically shaped (probably a snake’s
head or the head of a seahorse). Dimensions: Diameter of 5.7 cm, section — 0.4 cm. Location: Grid square XX-303,
Structure XX-303/2 (pit). Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064). FIN 12/43 (fig. 2: 14).

15. Bracelet, bronze, fragment. The section is rectangular, one zoomorphically shaped end. Dimensions: Preserved
length - 4 cm, section — 0.4 cm. Location: Grid square XX-304, Structure XX-304/2 (burnt room), elevation
181 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35). FIN 12/44 (fig. 2: 15).

16. Bracelet, bronze, fragment. The section is rectangular, rounded, one end is widened and adorned with a “circle with
a dot” pattern. Dimensions: Preserved length — 4.6 cm, section — 0.5 cm, width — 1.5 cm. Location: Grid square
XX-286,NE - 3.65 m, SW - 3.10 m, elevation 182.03 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon ITI (1030/35 - 1064). FIN
14/31 (fig. 2: 16).

17. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Black, square section. Dimensions: Diameter — 6.3 cm, section — 0.7 cm. Location: Grid
square XX-323, S - 0.25 m, W - 0.60 m, elevation 182.12 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064).
FIN 11/1 (fig. 3: 17).
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18. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, rectangular section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 4 cm, section — 0.3 x 0.4 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-345, elevation 181.38 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 18).

19. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Patinated, rectangular section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 5 cm, section — 0.4x 0.5
cm. Location: Grid square XX-286, SE — 1.60 m, NE — 4.40 m, elevation 181.83 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon
I1(976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 19).

20. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Patinated, rectangular section. Dimensions: Diameter — 2.6 c¢m, section — 0.4 x 0.5 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-305, Structure XX-304/2 (burnt room), N — 0.80 m, W - 0.10 m, elevation 181.30 m.
Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 20).

21. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Patinated, rectangular section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3.1 cm, section - 0.5x 0.6
cm. Location: Grid square XX-385, NE - 5.70 m, NW - 4.10 m, elevation 182 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III
(1030/35 - 1064) (fig. 3: 21).

22. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Patinated, rectangular section. Dimensions: Diameter — 4.2 c¢m, section — 0.4 x 0.5 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-286, layer 7. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35) (fig. 3: 22).

23. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, elliptical section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 5.8 cm, section — 0.7 x 0.3 cm. Loca-
tion: Grid square XX-303, Structure XX-303/1 (pit). Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064) (fig. 3: 23).

24. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 5.9 cm, section — 0.6 cm. Location:
Grid square XX-344, layer 2. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064) (fig. 3: 24).

25. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3.6 cm, section — 0.8 cm. Location:
Grid square XX-286, Structure XX-286/1 (pit). Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 25).

26. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, patinated, round section. Dimensions: Diameter — 4 cm, section — 0.7 cm. Location:
Grid square XX-344, Structure XX-344/1. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 26).

27. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, patinated, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 6.6 cm, section — 0.7 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-344, Structure XX-344/1. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35) (fig. 3: 27).

28. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3 cm, section — 0.6 cm. Location:
Grid square XX-305, Structure XX-304/2 (burnt room), layer 8. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35)
(fig. 3: 28).

29. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Patinated, twisted, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 5.9 ¢m, section — 0.9
cm. Location: Grid square XX-304, Structure XX-304/2 (burnt room). Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 -
1030/35) (fig. 3: 29).

30. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, twisted, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 2.9 c¢m, section — 0.7 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-344, Structure XX-344/1. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 30).

31. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, twisted, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3 cm, section — 0.7 c¢m.
Location: Grid square XX-344, layer 5. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 — 1030/35) (fig. 3: 31).

32. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Patinated, twisted, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3 ¢m, section — 0.8 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-344, Structure XX-344/1. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon I (976 — 1030/35) (fig. 3: 32).

33. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, twisted, round section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3.9 cm, section — 0.6 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-366, Structure XX-366/1 (dwelling), elevation 181.08 — 181.30 m. Dating: Stratigraphic
horizon IT (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 33).

34. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, round section, decorated with a yellow painting. Dimensions: Preserved length —
2.9 cm, section — 0.8 cm. Location: Grid square XX-344, Structure XX-344/1. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II
(976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 34).

35. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Brownish-red, square section, decorated with a yellow painting. Dimensions: 7.9 x 0.7
cm. Location: Grid square XX-304, Structure XX-304/1 (pit). Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35)
(fig. 3: 35).

36. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Brownish-red, elliptical section, decorated with yellowish white painting. Dimensions:
4.5 x 0.6 cm. Location: Grid square XX-284, Structure XX-284/2 (pit), NW - 5.50 m, NE - 5.20 m, elevation
181.94 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064) (fig. 3: 36).

37. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Bluish-black, patinated, elliptical section, decorated with a yellow-white painting. Dimen-
sions: Preserved length — 2.4 cm, section — 1 x 0.4 cm. Location: Grid square XX-325, Structure XX-304/2 (burnt
room), N = 0.10 m, E - 1.64 m, elevation 181.39 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II (976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 37).

38. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Brownish-red, elliptical section, decorated with a yellow-white painting. Dimensions:
Preserved length — 2 cm, section — 0.5 x 0.4 cm. Location: Grid square XX-342, Structure XX-362/3 (pit). Dating:
Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064) (fig. 3: 38).

39. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Bluish-red, fluted section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 4.9 cm, section — 0.7 x 0.4 cm.
Location: Grid square XX-323, layer 2. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon III (1030/35 - 1064) (fig. 3: 39).

40. Bracelet, glass, fragment. Blue, fluted section. Dimensions: Preserved length — 3.7 cm, section — 1.2 x 0.4 cm. Loca-
tion: Grid square XX-305, Structure XX-304/2 (burnt room), elevation 180.86 m. Dating: Stratigraphic horizon II
(976 - 1030/35) (fig. 3: 40).
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CPEAHOBEKOBHW HAKHNTM OT OBEKT
,ABOPLOB LEHTbBP - M3TOK"” B NAMCKA

Baaepu [puropos

HayuoHaneH apxeonoeuyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3et, beneapcka akademus Ha Haykume, yn. ,CebopHa” Ne 2, Cogus 1000;
valerig@abv.bg

PE3IOME

B HacTostaTa cTaTHs ca NPEACTABEHHU ABE IPYIH HAKUTH — METAAHH U CTbKAEHH. Te ca oTKpuTH npu
APXEOAOTHYECKOTO MPOyYBaHe Ha 06eKT ,ABOp1oB LeHTbp — u3ToK" B [Taucka (o6p. 1). Hakurure ca
HaMepeHH B A06pe AOKyMeHTHpaHa crpaturpadeka cpepa. KoHTeKkeTsT, B KOMATO ca IOMagHAAH IIPEAMETHTE,
ONIpEACASl TEXHUS ferminus ante quem, PUKCHpall KpaiiHata UM Aara Ha ynorpe6a. Mmaiiku npeasup
CPAaBHHUTEAHO ,KPEXKHs BHA Ha IIOBCUCTO MBACAMS M PHCKOBETE 32 4ECTO IIOBPEKAAHE M 3aryOBaHe
TP ©KCAHECBHU ACHHOCTH MOXE AQ CE IIPHEME, Y¢ HAKUTHUTE Ca CPEA IMPEAMETUTE, KOUTO Ca H3IIOA3BAHH
KPaTKOBPEMEHHO. TOBa yACCHSIBa BB3MOKHOCTHTE A2 PEKOHCTPYHpPaMe, C BUCOKA CTENEH Ha AOCTOBEPHOCT,
XPOHOAOTHATA Ha TAXHOTO M3IIOA3BAHE NPEAM IOMAAAHETO HA MPEAMETHUTE B KOHKPETEH CTPATUrpadcKu
KOHTEKCT. [ [peACTaBeHH ca ABE TPYIIH HAKUTH — METAAHH U CTHKACHH.

B rpynata Ha MeTaAHHMTE HAKHTH Ca BKAIOYEHH 7 TIpbCTeHa, 1 obewa, 2 BUCYAKH, 3 TPUBHH, 2 METaAHH
xomderau 1 ¢pubyaa (06p. 2). AapeHa e noApo6Ha nH$popMalys 3a crparurpadckaTa Cpeaa Ha OTKPUBAHE Ha
HaKUTUTE M Ca aHAAM3HPAHH THIIO-XPOHOAOTHYECKHTE UM XapakTepucTHKH. [locoueHun ca MHOro6poiinu
AHAAOTHH OT 6AM3KH KaTO XPOHOAOTHS CEAUIIA U HEKPOIIOAH.

Bropara roasma rpyna HaKMTH ca CTbKACHHUTE TpuBHH. [ Ipu paskonkute Ha 06eKT ,,ABOPLOB LIEHTHP
— u3TOK" ca oTkputH Hap S0 Ppparmenta. B nosedero caydau craBa BbIPOC 32 MAAKH NMAPY€HIA, OT KOUTO
cMe usbpasu 24 no-uHPOpMaTUBHU PpPArMeHTa, MAIOCTPUPALILU TUIIOAOTHIECKOTO Pa3HOObpasHe Ha TO3HU
BuA Hakut (06p. 3). B 3aBUCHMOCT OT Ce4eHUETO CTHKAECHHUTE IPHBHH MOTAT A C€ KAACUUIIUPAT B HAKOAKO
TUIa: ¢ KBaapaTHO (06p. 3: 1), c npaBobrbano (06p. 3: 2 — 6), ¢ eanncoBuano (06p. 3: 7) 1 ¢ KPBIAO ceucHUE
(06p. 3: 8 — 12). OTkpuBar ce cbwo Taka ycykanu rpusHH (06p. 3: 13 — 17), rpuBHU ¢ pucyBaHa yKpaca
(06p. 3: 18 — 22) u rpuBHu ¢ Kaneaupan npodua (06p. 3: 23 — 24). Haii-gecTo rpuBHHTE ca eAHOLIBETHH,
0COGEHO TIPEATIOYHTAH € CHHUST LIBST, C Pa3AMYHH HIOAHCH HA TBMHOCHHBO M MOPCKO CHHBO. B 0TACAHH
CAYHYaH C€ Cpellja CHHbO-BUOACTOB HAU KadsiBO-4CPBCH LIBAT.

3a pasAMKa OT HEKPOIIOAUTE, B KOUTO HAKUTHTE CE HAMUPAT Ha QyHKIIMOHAAHHUTE UM MECTa H HOCST I10-
KOHKPETHA COLIMAAHA, CAMBOAHA HAH [IOAOBO-BB3PACTOBA MHPOPMALHUS, TO B CCAHIIHUTE OOCKTH HAKHTH
Ce OTKPUBAT B PasHOOGPA3HH apXCOAOTMYECKH KOHTEKCTH, BKAIOYHTCAHO M KaTO ACTIOHHPAH OTIAABK.
[ IpeAMMCTBOTO IpH CEAMIIHUTE 0OEKTH €, Y€ B KYATYPHHS AACT MOTAT AA C€ AUPEPEHIUPAT CTpaTUrpadcKu
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HUBA ChC CPABHUTEAHO ,KbCA XPOHOAOTHUS', KOETO € BaKHO 3a NPELM3UPAHE AATHMPOBKATA HA HAKUTHUTE.
BbBeAcHHTE B IOCACAHOTO ACCETUACTHE MOACPHH METOAM HA AOKYMEHTHPAHE U MHKPOCTPATHUIPAPCKHUST
IIOAXOA Ha Pa3KOIIABAHE HA APXCOAOTHYCCKUTE KOHTEKCTU HHU MPEAOCTABSIT MHOTO IO-IIPCLIM3HH AAHHH 32
AaTHpaHe Ha HAXOAKUTE OT ,II'bPBO AUILIE", @ HE I10 AHAAOTUH C HAXOAKU OT APYTH 0OEKTH, KaKBATO € 4eCTaTa
IIPaKTUKA.

CucreMaTusupaHeTO Ha CTpaTHUIpadCcKUTE AAHHHM II03BOASIBA AQ TPyIHpPaMe HAXOAKHTE B TpPU
XPOHOAOTHYECKH TepHOAa (06p. 4, 06p. S). B naii-pannus crparurpadexu xopusont I (ox. 900 — 976)
Ca OTKPUTH MaAbK OpOil METAAHM HAKUTH, [IPABH BIICYATACHUE AUIICATA HAa CTBKACHH rpuBHU. Hail-MHOrO
HAaXOAKH IPUCHCTBAT B crpaturpadeku xopusontu 11 (970 — 1030/35) u I1I (1030/35 - ok. 1064), karo
IMHUKBT € B Xopu3oHT II.

KoAnyecTBeHUST aHAAN3 HA APXCOAOTHYECKUTE MATEPHAAHM 110 CTPATUIPAPCKH HHBA AOIIbABA KAPTHHATA
32 AMHAMHUKATA HA KMBOT B Pa3AMYHH IIEPHOAU OT PasBUTHETO Ha caepcToAnyHa ITamcka. Pesyararure
IIOKa3BaT, Y€ B XOPU3OHT [, OllpeACACH KaTo ,,0bATapCKU “ CACACTOAMYEH [IEPHOA, HAXOAKUTE Ca CPABHUTCAHO
MaAo6p0171H1/1. ApXCOAOTHYECKUTE IIPOYYBAHHA Ha obekT »/\BOPLIOB LIEHTBD — nstok“ B Ilamcka
IIOTBBPXKAABAT, Y€ AO cpeAaTa Ha X B. HACEACHHETO B Ta3H YacT Ha Brrpemnus rpaa e 61ao maao6poitHo.
Haii-cpiecTBeH € KOAMYECTBEHHAT PBCT HA HAKUTH B XOpu30HT I, onpeaeacH KaTo ,,BU3aHTUIICKH “ TIEPHOA
Ha [Tancka — ToBa e BpeMeTO Ha Hall-3HA4UMO AeMorpadcko HapacrBaHe Ha rpasd. CpaBHUTEAHO BHCOK €
OpOsT Ha HAKUTHTE U B OCACAHHs xopusoHT III, onpeaeaeH KaTo ,IOCTBUSBAHTHICKY HAU IEYCHEKKH
nepuoa B ITancka, HO Tyk TpsibBa aa ce oTbeAexkH, Ye OCHOBHA 4aCT OT HAXOAKHTE BEPOSITHO ca Ouau
IIPOM3BEACHH B [10-PAHHUS [IEPUOA, & €A H3IIOA3BAHU U B CACABALIUTE ABE-TPU ACCCTHACTH.

Karouosu AyMH: HAI/ICKa, CPEAHOBCKOBHM HAKUTH, IPBCTCHH, OGCHI/I, BHCYAKH, TPUBHU
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