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ABSTRACT

Topic of the current article are eight silver coins of Louis XIV of France (1643 — 1715) from the depot
of the National Museum of History — Sofia. They have a denomination of 5 sou or one twelfth of the silver
thaler. The coins are portion of a larger hoard from the 17* c., originating from the territory of the Republic
of Bulgaria.
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In 1978, cight silver coins of Louis XIV of France (1643 — 1715) were received in the National
Museum of History — Sofia. They are part of a larger coin hoard from the 17* c. Unfortunately we
were not able to obtain information about the location of this coin treasure or its entire contents.
It is only known that this hoard was found in the territory of Bulgaria, and that the coins from
it were sold to collectors in Sofia. It is from one of these collectors that we acquired the eight
coins which are the topic of this paper. They were listed in the main Numismatic Collection of
the National Museum of History — Sofia under inventory Nos. 6136 — 6143. All eight coins have
a denomination of 5 sou or one twelfth of the silver thaler (écu d’argent). Their description is

provided in the following:

CATALOGUE
Silver coins of 5 sou (one twelfth of the thaler) of the king of France, Louis XIV - total of 8

I. Struck at the Limoges Mint — total of 3

Dated 1659 -2

1. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD. XIIIL D. G. / FR. ET. NAV. REX. Bust of the kingas a
boy, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. Above the image there is a six-
pointed star, under it — a small square with a dot in the centre.

Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINI 1. BENEDICTVM. 1659.

Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards.

Silver. Partially scratched on obverse. Diameter 20 mm. Weight 2.29 g (fig. 1: 1).

2. The inscription and the image on the obverse and reverse are the same as in No. 1.

Silver. Heavily scratched obverse and reverse. Diameter 21 mm. Weight 2.33 g (fig. 1: 2).
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Dated 1660 - 1
3. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD. XIIII. D. G. / FR. ET. NAV. REX. Bust of the king as
an adult, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. A small fortress tower
depicted above his head.
Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINIL 1. BENEDICTVM. 1660.
Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards.
Silver. Partially scratched on obverse and reverse. Diameter 21 mm. Weight 2.28 g (fig. 1: 3).

Il. Struck at the Mint of Aix-en-Provence - total of 2

Dated 1659 - 1
4. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD. XIIIL. D. G. / FR. ET. NAV. REX. Bust of the king as
a boy, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. A small rhombus under the
image.
Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINI. & BENEDICTVM. 1659.
Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards.
Silver. Diameter 20 mm. Weight 2.30 g (fig. 1: 4).

Dated 1662 - 1
5. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD. XIIIL D. G. / FR. ET. NAV. REX. Bust of the king as an
adult, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. A small rhombus under the
image.
Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINI &. BENEDICTVM. 1662.
Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards.
Silver. Partially scratched on reverse. Diameter 20 mm. Weight 2.27 g (fig. 1: 5).

I1I. Struck at the Mint of Lyon - total of 2

Dated 1660 - 1

6. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD. XIIIL D. G. / FR. ET. NAV. REX. Bust of the king as an
adult, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. A five-pointed star above the
image, under it — a small rhombus.

Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINIL D. BENEDICTVM. 1660.
Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards. A small fortress tower depicted above
the crown.

Silver. Diameter 20 mm. Weight 2.24 g (fig. 1: 6).

Dated 1663 - 1
7. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD. XIIIL. D. G. / FR. ET. NAV. REX. Bust of the king as an
adult, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. A five-pointed star above the
image, under it — a small rhombus.
Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINI. D. BENEDICTVM. 1663.
Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards. A small five-pointed star above the
crown, reversed.

Silver. Diameter 20 mm. Weight 2.25 g (fig. 1: 7).
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IV. The Mint’s mark has been filed off — a total of 1.

Dated 1662 - 1

8. Obverse: Circumscription: LVD XIIII D G / FR ET NAV REX. Bust of the king as an
adult, wearing a laurel wreath, armour and mantle, facing to the right. Above the image is an animal
(leopard?), facing to the right.

Reverse: Circumscription: SIT. NOMEN. DOMINI -- BENEDICTVM. 1662.
Crowned shield with three three-leaf lilies, facing forwards. A small fortress tower depicted above
the crown.

Silver. The lower part of the reverse, where the Mint mark was inscribed, has been filed off.
Diameter 20 mm. Weight 2.27 g (fig. 1: 8).

As can be seen from the descriptions of the preservation states in the catalogue, five of the eight
coins’ surfaces have been damaged on purpose. Four specimens (Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 5) are scratched
to a higher or lesser degree and one (No. 8) has been filed off on the reverse, on the spot where the
mint mark was. We cannot provide an answer to the question of why these intentional damages
were made to the coins.

In the 16™ — 17 c., France was the West European country that maintained the most active
trade relations with the Ottoman Empire. However, in this period French coins were a very rare
occurrence in the Levant. This is because in trading with the Ottoman Empire, French merchants
used mainly the Spanish silver thaler coins (called “reales” in the Levant) and their sub-units, half
and quarter thalers (“reales”). These coins were minted in large quantities, in the American and
European mints of the Spanish Kingdom, from the silver mined in the rich silver mines located
in the Spanish realms in America. Due to the significant export of crafted goods from France to
Spain, large amounts of money, comprising Spanish silver reales, were held by French merchants. A
significant part of these coins was used by the French in their trade with the Levant.

However, towards the end of the reign of Louis XIII (1610 — 1643) and mainly in the first
quarter of the century from the reign of Louis XIV (1643 - 1715), significant quantities of silver
coins with small denomination were produced in France, a large part of which were used for trade
with the Levant. These were the silver coins with denomination of one twelfth of the thaler (écu
d’argent), i.e. 5 sou. These coins quickly became very popular in the Levant regions in the 1650s
and 1660s under the names of “luigini” and “timuni” (Bunasep 1970, 158). The eight coins which
are the topic of this paper are examples of these.

The luigini became so popular among the population of the Ottoman Empire that their
purchasing power within its borders was much higher than their actual value. Instead of twelve
luigini eight luigini were considered as equal in value to one silver thaler (which is where their
other name “timuni” comes from, i.c. “cighths”) (Bunasep 1970, 158). In other words, in the 1650s
— 1660s in the Levant, the luigini had a market rate not of about 10 aspers, which would have
corresponded to their actual value, but of about 13 - 15 aspers (Bunasep 1970, 158).

One of the reasons why the luigini were valued so much within the Ottoman Empire was that
the women (both Christian and Muslim) preferred to use these beautiful coins as adornment (on
strings and the like) (Bunasep 1970, 158). An interesting example in this respect can be found
in the travel notes of the Englishman Edward Brown, who passed through our lands in 1669. He
wrote the following: “We gave the women small European change. I received many thanks from
a Bulgarian woman, for a shiny coin of five sols (i.e. 5 sou) which she [immediately pierced and]
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Fig. 1. Eight silver coins of Louis XIV of France (1643 - 1715) from the depot of the National Museum of History — Sofia

06p. 1. Ocem cpebvpHU MOHeMU HA ppeHckus Kpas Jlodosuk XIV (1643 — 1715)
om ¢oHOa Ha HayuoHanHusa ucmopudecku myset — Cogpusa
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added to her head ornament, above her forehead, to the other coins she had put there earlier”
(Yyxamn merenucu...1987, 184). Even the Janissaries preferred to receive their salaries in luigini
(despite their inflated rate of one eighth of the thaler) and not in depreciated aspers (Bunasep
1970, 158).

Evidence of the significant dissemination of the luigini of the kings Louis XIII and Louis XIV in
circulation on Bulgarian territory is their discovery in significant quantities in several coin hoards
from the 17* c. One such example is a coin hoard from that century found in 1961 in the territory
of the former Birimirtsi village, Sofia region (currently, Benkovski district of Sofia city), housed at
the numismatic depot of the Museum of History of Sofia. From a total of 597 coins, 540 are luigini
(Tpuroposa 1973, 16 — 19). From these, 28 are of Louis XIII and the other 512 are of Louis XIV.
From these 540 luigini, 66 are pierced to be used as adornment (Ipuroposa 1973, 17).
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HYACT OT KOAEKTMBHA HAXOAKA CbC CPEBbPHM MOHETHN HA
DOPEHCKMA KPAA AKKAOBUK XIV OT ®OHAA HA HM — CODUA

Baacumump NeHues

HauuoHaneH ucmopuyecku my3eli — Cogpus, yn.,,Bumowko nane” N° 16, 1404 bosHa, Cogpus; vl.m.penchev@gmail.com

PE3IOME

ITpeamer Ha HacTOsIIIATA TYOAMKALIMS €2 OCeM OpOsi cpeObPHU PPEHCKH MOHETH € HOMHHAAHA CTOMHOCT
ot 5 cy (eAHa ABaHapeceTa oT cpebbpHus Tasep). Te ca na kpaa Aroposux XIV (1643 - 1715). Coxpanssar
ce BpB poHAa Ha Hanmonaanus ucropudeckn mysest — Co¢ust. Tesn MOHETH ca 4acT OT MO-TOASIMA KOACK-
THBHA MOHeTHA HaxoAKa ot X VII B., mpounsxoxaaia or repuropusita Ha Penrybauka Bparapust.

ITpes XVI — XVII B. oT 3armapAHOEBPOIEHCKUTE CTPAHU Hal-aKTUBHH THPIOBCKHM B3aUMOOTHOLICHHS
¢ Ocmanckara ummnepust e mopaspkasa Ppannust. Ho npes Tosu nepuoa, ¢percku moreru B AeBaHTa ce
cpelaT TBbpAC PsiAKo. ToBa e Taka, 3amoro B Thprosusita cu ¢ OcMaHCKaTa HMIIEpUs $PEHCKHUTE THPTOBLIU
Ca M3MOA3BAAU TAABHO CPeOBPHUTE HCITAHCKH TAACPOBU MOHETH (Hapu4aHu B A€BaHTa ,peast ) U TEXHUTE
MIOAPA3ACACHHS, OAOBUH M YeTBBPT Tascpute (peasute). Tesu mMoHerH ca 6UAM CeYeHH B OTPOMHHU
KOAMYECTBA B AMEPUKAHCKUTE U €BPOIEHCKUTE MOHeTapHUUM Ha McmaHckoTo KpaacTBOo OT cpebporo,
A0OuBaHO B borarture cpeObpHU PyAHHIM, HAMHUPAIIH CE B UCIAHCKUTE BAaAcHUs B AMepuka. [Topaau
3HAYUTEAHHS H3HOC Ha MaHUakTypHHU croku or Opannus B Mcnanust B ppliete Ha PEHCKHUTE THPTOBIIH
e ChbCPEAOTOYABAAM TOACMH IIAPUYHU CYMH, ChCTABEHH OT UCIIAHCKH CPeOBbPHH peasn. S3HAYUTEAHA 9aCT OT
Te3H MOHETH QPAHITY3UTE U3MOA3BAAU B ThPTOBUATA CH C AeBaHTA.

Ho kM kpast Ha ynpaBacHuero Ha kpaa Aoaosuk XIIT (1610 — 1643) u Haii-Bede npes IbpBHS 9CTBBPT
BeK OT IjapyBaero Ha AtoaoBuk XIV (1643 - 1715) BbB Dpannys 6uAn HPOU3BEACHH 3HAYUTEAHH KOAH-
YecTBa CPeOBPHU MOHETH OT MAABK HOMUHAA, TOASIMA 9aCT OT KOUTO OHAM yIOTPeOEHU 3a THPrOBUSTA C
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Aesanra. CraBa Ayma 3a cpeGbpHHUTE MOHETH ¢ HOMHHAAHA CTOMHOCT OT €AHA ABAHAACCETA YACT OT TaACpa
(écu d’argent), T.e. o1 5 cy. Ilpes 50-re — 60-te roannn Ha XVII B. Tesu MoHeTH 6BP30 CTaHAAM MHOTO
IONYASIPHU B ACBAHTHICKHUTE OOAACTU [OA HA3BAHMSTA ,AYHAXUHU U ,TUMYHH . FIMEeHHO OT TsX ca u
OCEMTE EK3EMIIASIPA, KOUTO Ca IIPEAMET Ha HACTOSIIIATA ITyOAMKALIHSL.

AyHAXXUHUTE CTAHAAM TOAKOBA [IPEAIIOYUTAHU OT HaceAeHHeTo Ha OCMaHCKaTa UMIIepus, Ye B HEFTHUTE
IPEACAH TIOKYIIATEAHATA MM CTOMHOCT OMAQ CHAHO 3aBUIICHA B CPABHEHHE C peaaHara uM croiiHocT. OceM
AYMAXXMHH Ce TPECMATAAU KATO PABHOCTONHH Ha AMH CPebbPEH TaAep, a He ABAHAACCET AYHAKUHH (OTTYK
¥ APYTOTO MM Ha3BaHHE — ,TUMYHH , T.c. ,ocMUHKH ). C aApyru aymu, ipes 50-te — 60-te roannu na XVII
B., B /\eBaHTa, AYHAKMHHUTE HMAAH [Ta3aPEH Kypc He 110 0koAo 10 acripy, koeTo 61 0TroBapsiao Ha peasHaTa
UM CTOMHOCT, a 0 0k0A0 13 — 15 acoipu.

EaHa oT npudnHHUTE, TOPaAU KOATO AYHAXKHHHUTE OMAU TOAKOB2 LicHeHH B npeacante Ha OcMmaHcKaTa
uMIepHs 61Aa, 9 XKEHUTE (KAKTO XPHCTHSHKUTE, TAKa U MIOCKOAMAHKHTE) IIPEATIOYHTAAH A UBIIOA3BAT
Te31 KPaCHBYU MOHETH 32 HAKMTHU (HAaHU3H U IIpoure). AI0GONUTEH IPUMEp B TOBA OTHOLICHUE HAMUPAME B
mbrenucHuTe Oeaekky Ha aHrandanuHa Eayapa Bpayw, koiito npemunaa npes 1669 r. npes Hamute 3eMu.
Tam nuute caeanoro: ,Ha xennre paBaxme opebuu eponeiicku MoHetH. [Toayanx roaemu 6aaropapHocTu
OT eAHa ObATApKA 32 ABCKABA MOHETA OT IIET COA [T.e. OT 5 Y], KOSTO Ts [BeAHara npoaymau u| npubasu
KBM CBOETO YKPAIUCHUE HA TAABATa, HAA YCAOTO [PU APYTHTE MOHETH, KOMTO O¢ ITOCTABUAA TaM I10-PaHO".
AopH eHHYapHTE IPEATIOYUTAAN A2 TIOAYYABAT 3AIIAATUTE CU B AYHAKUHH (BBIIPECKU 3aBUILEHHS UM KypPC OT
II0 €AHA OCMa OT TAAEPa), 2 He B 0OC31ICHEHH acTIpH.

3a 3HAYUTEAHOTO pasmpocTpaHeHHe Ha Aynpaxuaute Ha kpasere AopoBuk XIII u Aroaosux XIV B
LIMPKYAALIMOHHATA CPeAA B OBATapCKHUTE 3¢MH CBHACTECACTBA OTKPHBAHETO MM B HEMAAKH KOAHYECTBA B
HSIKOU KOACKTUBHH MOHeTHU HaxoAKH oT X VII B. [Tpumep B ToBa OTHOIIECHHE € €AHO MOHETHO ChbKPOBHILIE
OT BBIIPOCHOTO CTOACTHE, HaMepeHO pe3 1961 1. B seManero Ha OUBIIETO CEAO bupumupuu, Coduricko
(noHacrosimem kBapras Benkoscku na rpap Codust), chbxpansBaHo B HymMmusMaTH4HUs GoHA Ha Myses 3a
ucropust Ha Codust. Ot 061150 597 MOHETH, BAUSALIM B HETOBUSI CbcTaB, 540 6post ca ayupasxnau. Ot six 28
6post ca Ha Arwposuk XIII, a ocranaaute 512 6post ca Ha Aroposux XIV. Ot tesu 540 ayuaxunu, 66 6post
ca mpobuTH 3a ynoTpeba Karo HAKUTH.

KarouoBu Aymu: cpe6spuu monery, Ppanuus, Arososuk XIV
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