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ABSTRACT

This study presents an overview of information available for the layout and topography of unforti-
fied settlements in the Danubian Plain between the 12 and 17 c. This information comes from previous
archaeological research in Bulgaria and recent excavations along the route of the Balkan Stream pipeline,
which crosses the Danubian Plain region in Northern Bulgaria from the Bulgarian-Serbian border in the
west to Provadia in the east. The poor state of research on 12* — 17* c. unfortified settlements along the
Danube in Northern Bulgaria raises a number of questions about one of the main settlement categories in
this area during the Developed and Late Middle Ages.
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Bulgarian archaeologists long awaited field studies along the route of the Balkan Stream gas
pipeline. It was preceded by two field surveys that enriched the picture of the vast and rich ar-
chaeological monuments in Northern Bulgaria.! These surveys, however, still provided only general
information that was significantly revised during subsequent excavations. Unlike Thrace and the
Struma valley, which were studied along newly built motorways, development in the Danubian
Plain started later. This area has thus largely remained poorly explored except for scholars’ and state
institutions’ long-standing interests in certain outstanding towns, fortresses, settlements, and reli-
gious sites from different periods. Such sites were mainly concentrated along the Danube, its trib-
utaries, and the Stara Planina foothill zone. A vast area of the Danubian Plain, particularly its most
fertile portion, remained almost a vacant spot on the map, superficially covered in sporadic and un-
commonly published archacological studies. This area (excluding Dobrudzha) is the subject of this
study. Although settlements of the Early Medieval period in Northeastern Bulgaria received sig-
nificant attention in the country’s Socialist period, knowledge of the study area during the Second
Bulgarian Kingdom (12" - 14" c.) and the period of Ottoman rule that followed (15% - 17* ¢.)
was far less forthcoming until recently.

! The route of this strategic infrastructure crosses the central part of the Danubian Plain from Vrashka Chuka in
the west to Provadia in the east but does not include plain areas such as Dobrudzha. That is why this specific climatic
and geographic zone, representing the end of the steppe in Southeastern Europe, is outside the scope of the current study.
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The route of the Balkan Stream gas pipeline across the Danubian Plain provided an opportuni-
ty to make a peculiar transect through this understudied area, which has been particularly insight-
ful for studying the period after the early to mid-11* c. Preliminary results of this extensive survey
were presented in summary form in the catalogue “Stream through Time” and in the series “Ar-
chaeological Discoveries and Excavations” for 2019 and 2020. Hopefully coming years will enrich
scholarship with comprehensive publications on excavated sites.

As might be expected, site density along the pipeline is not uniform between the Neolithic
and Bulgarian Revival periods. Compared to the Bronze Age, Hellenistic period, and First Bul-
garian Kingdom (7% - 10 c.), which are well-represented in the study area, information on the
Developed and Late Middle Ages (12 — 17* ¢.) is considerably more limited. Given the extent
and nature of our previous research, however, as well as knowledge of the area that constituted the
heart of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom, our investigations’ seemingly modest results are of no
small importance.

Settlements from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (12 - 14* c.)

Archacological research of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom in Northern Bulgaria has a tra-
dition of almost 150 years. Beginning in 1879 with the exploration of the citadel Trapezitsa at
the capital Tarnovo, excavations mainly focused on the political and military centers of Medieval
Bulgaria in the 12— 14 c. Beyond the capital city of Tarnovo, excavations also took place in nu-
merous towns and fortresses along the Danube and the Western Black Sea coast, especially in the
foothills of the Pre-Balkan and Danubian Plains. The list of these sites is long, especially consid-
ering that numerous fortifications and residential areas were investigated, as well as churches and
necropoleis that served the populations at and around these centers.

The village, however, remains among the most poorly studied aspects of 125 — 14 ¢, Medieval
Bulgaria. Thus, considerable economic and social features of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom and
probably more than 90% of its population are hardly known archaeologically. Until recently, there
were only two comprehensively investigated 12 - 14* c. villages: the settlement in the Doselo lo-
cality at the village of Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo (Map 1: 1) (Asexcues 1999, 168 — 174; Asexcues
2004, 35 - 42, 64 — 65) and the settlement in the Early Medieval earthen rampart on the Yantra
River near the village of Starmen in the region of Ruse (Map 1: 2) (Bbaos 1982; Asxunros 1982).
To these should also be added a poorly published settlement at the Roman town of Ulpia Oescus
(Map 1: 3) (AcnapyXOB 1992, 27 — 28; Msanos, Kopauesa 2002, 42; Murosa-Asxonosa 1979,
Ne 131).

In the settlement near the village of Hotnitsa, 35 dug-out dwellings were investigated (fig. 1).
The necropolis and the unexcavated church that served the village are at its southwestern end. In
the northwestern part of the site, far from the dwellings were uncovered three pottery kilns. Ac-
cording to the village’s excavator Yordan Alexiev, it existed from the beginning of the 13% to the
end of the 14" c. (Aaekcues 1999, 168 — 174, 06p. 3; Aaekcuen 2004, 35 — 42, 64 — 65, 06p. 2). It
remains the most extensively studied Medieval village in Northern Bulgaria, although much of its
archacological material is unpublished. Additionally, the site’s dating is apparently too general and
in need of revision.?

Excavations of the settlement in the earthen rampart near the village of Starmen in the region
of Ruse, which dates to the First Bulgarian Kingdom, started in 1961 (Map 1: 2). The results of this

2TTonos 2020.
3 'The coins and ceramics presented by Yordan Alexiev in the main publication on the site (Aaexcues 2004, o6p.
6,10 - 21) can be securely attributed to the 14® c.
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Fig. 1. Plan of the excavated dwellings from the Medieval village Doselo near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality (after

Anekcues 2004, 06p. 2)
O6p. 1. [1naH Ha paskpumume Xuauwa om cpedHo8eKkogHomo cenuuje 8 M. JJoceso do ¢. XomHuyd, obw. Besuko

TepHoB0 (no Anekcues 2004, 06p. 2)
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Map 1. Map of Bulgaria with the archaeological sites from the 12t — 17 ¢. (Authors: N. Kecheva, P. Doychev)

1. Doselo near Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality — settlement; 2. Starmen, Byala municipality — settlement within the
Early Medieval rampart; 3. Ulpia Oescus near Gigen, Gulyantsi municipality — settlement over the ancient town; 4. Cherven,
Ivanovo municipality - settlement to the south of the Medieval town; 5. Novae, near the town of Svishtov — a necropolis and
a church over the ancient town, 6. Dimum, town of Belene, Pleven region - settlement over the ancient castellum; 7. Riben,
Dolna Mitropoliya municipality - settlement over the Late Antique fortification; 8. Maytapa near Pleven - settlement over
the Roman villa; 9. Rositsa, Pavlikeni municipality — settlement; 10. Kodzhakar, near Sevlievo, Gabrovo region — settlement;
11. Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo municipality — church with necropolis; 12. Ledenik, Veliko Tarnovo municipality — church; 13.
Gorsko Novo Selo, Zlataritsa municipality — church; 14. Strazhata near Pleven — necropolis; 15. Yantra, Gorna Oryahovitsa
municipality — necropoleis; 16. Tarnyane, Vidin municipality - settlement; 17. Slana Bara, Vidin municipality — settlement;
18. Brankovtsi, Gramada municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 1007; 19. Brankovtsi, Gramada municipality, Balkan
Stream pipeline, Site No. 1008; 20. Vladinya, Lovech municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 4002; 21. Vrashka Chu-
ka, Izvor Mahala, Kula municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 1000; 22. Miziya, Vratza municipality, Balkan Stream
pipeline, Site No. 3001; 23. Orlovets, Polski Trambesh municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 5020; 24. Ivancha, Polski
Trambesh municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 5021; 25. Gramada, Vidin region, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No.
1012; 26. Varbovka, Pavlikeni municipality - settlement; 27. Settlement between the town of Byala Cherkva and the villages
Mihaltsi and Stambolovo, Pavlikeni municipality; 28. Ledenik, Veliko Tarnovo municipality - settlement; 29. Debelets, Veliko
Tarnovo municipality — settlement; 30. Rasovo, Medkovets municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 2001; 31. Gorni Dab-
nik, Dolni Dabnik municipality, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site No. 3008; 32. Dimovo, Vidin region, Balkan Stream pipeline, Site
No. A 10/2; 33. Bobanov locality near the Madara fortress — settlement; 34. Sazlaka locality near Krusheto, Gorna Oryahovitsa
— necropolis

Legend:

- Redline - pipeline construction projects with excavated sites (black dots);

- Yellow diamond - archaeological site dated to the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (12 — 14t c.);

- Blue diamond - archaeological site dated to the Ottoman period (15* - 17t c.);

- Blue and yellow diamond - archaeological site dated to the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (12" - 14 ¢) and the Ottoman
period (15— 17t ¢c.).

Kapma 1. Kapma Ha beneapus c ombenazaHu pasanedaHume 8 mekcma apxeosioaudecku obekmu om nepuoda XIl — XVil e.
(Aemopu: H. Keuesa, 1. [Jotiues)

1. Cenuwje 8 m. fJoceno 0o c¢. XomHuya, obw. Benuko TepHoso; 2. Cenuwje 8 yepmume HA PAHHOCPEOHOBEKOBHOMO
ykpenseHue 0o c. CmspmeH, 0bw. bana; 3. Cenuwie 8vpxy pumckus 2pad Ynnus Eckyc 0o c. [uzeH, obw. [ynaHyu; 4. Cenuwe
I0)KHO 0M CpedHoBeK0BHUA 2pdd YepaeH, 00 ¢. YepaeH, o6w. MieaHoso; 5. Hekponon u yspkaea 8epxy aHmuyHus 2pad Hose
00 ep. Cauwjos; 6. Cenuuje 8vPXY puMckus kacmen LJumym 8 ep. benere, 0611. [1neger; 7. Cenuwje 8bpxy KbCHOAHMUYHOMO
yKpenseHue 0o c. PubeH, obw. Jonna Mumpononus; 8. Cenuwe 8spxy pumckama suna 8 M. Matimana 0o ep. lnegeH; 9.
Cenuwe 0o c. Pocuya, o6w. Masnukeru; 10. Cenuwe 8 M. Kodxakop 0o ep. Ceanueso, 06:1. [abposo; 11. Ljspkea ¢ Hekponosn
0o ¢. XomHuya, obw. Benuko TepHo8o; 12. L{spkea 0o c. JledeHuk, 06w Benuko TepHO80; 13. Ljspkea 0o ¢. [opcko Ho8o ceno,
obw. 3namapuuya; 14. Hekponon 8 M. Cmpaxama 0o 2p. [negeH; 15. Hekpononu do ¢. AHmpa, obw. lopHa Opsxosuua; 16.
Cenuuwe 0o c. TopHaHe, 0bw. Budun; 17. Cenuwie 0o c. CnaHa 6apa, obwy. BuouH; 18. O6ekm N2 1007 no ,bankaHcku nomok”
0o c. bparkosyu, obw. [pamada; 19. 06ekm N2 1008 no ,,bankaHcku nomok” 0o ¢. bpaHkosyu, obwy. [pamada; 20. Obekm N°
4002 no ,bankaHcku nomok” 0o c. Biadurs, o6w. Jlogey; 21. O6exkm N2 1000 no ,bankaHcku nomok” 0o Bpeswika dyka npu c.
U3gop maxana, obw. Kyna; 22. 06ekm N° 3001 no ,bankaHcku nomok” e 3emnuuiemo Ha 2p. Mu3sus, 06:1. Bpaya; 23. O6ekm
Ne 5020 no ,bankaHcku nomok” 0o c. Opnosey, obw. Moncku Tpembew; 24. Obexkm N° 5021 no ,,bankaHcku nomok” 0o c.
MeaHua, obw. Moncku Tpembew; 25. O6ekm N2 1012 no ,bankaHcku nomok” 0o ep. [pamada, o61. BuduH; 26. Cenuwe 0o c.
Bwpboska, obw. Masnukeru; 27. Cenuuje mexay 2p. bana uepkea u cenama Muxanyu u Cmambosnoso, obw. lasnukeHu;
28. Cenuwje 0o c. JledeHuk, o6w. Benuko TepHo8o; 29. Cenuwje 00 2p. [lebeneu, obw. Benuko TopHo80; 30. O6ekm Ne 2001
no ,bankaHcku nomok” do c. Pacoeo, o6w. Medkogeu; 31. Obekm N° 3008 no ,bankaHcku nomok” 0o c. [opHu [Je6HUK,
o6w. JonHu JobHuk; 32. 06exkm N° A 10/2 no ,bankaHcku nomok” 0o ep. Jlumoso, 0611. BuouH; 33. Cenuwe 8 M. bobaHog 00
Madapckama kpenocm; 34. Hekponon 8 m. Cazneka 0o ¢. Kpywemo, obw. lopHa Opsaxosuya
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partial excavation revealed dwellings and diverse material culture from a later village of the Second
Bulgarian Kingdom (Bsaos 1982; Asxunros 1982).

Another 12— 14 c. settlement has been investigated in the hinterland of the Medieval center
of Cherven. About 2 km south of the Medieval town and south of the modern village of Cherven
(Map 1: 4) were investigated three Christian graves and parts of a stone building from a village lo-
cated on the first fluvial terrace above the Cherni Lom River (MBanos, Yepnakos 2007, 140 — 142,
06p. 1,2).

Superimposed settlements dating to the First and Second Bulgarian Kingdoms has also been
revealed above the Roman town of Ulpia Oescus (Map 1: 3). Publications of these settlements focus
on the 10% - 11* ¢. and unfortunately barely mention the village of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom
(Acnapyxos 1992, 27 — 28; Msanos, Kosauesa 2002, 42; Mutosa-Asxonosa 1979, Ne 131). This
trend has not changed significantly in recent publications, but these do provide evidence that the
Medieval settlement continued to exist after the mid-13™ c. at least until the 1270s (Ka6axunena
2020a, 666 - 669).

To the east of the Svishtov, Novae is another example of a Late Antique fortified center inhab-
ited by Bulgarians in the 12 - 14™ c. (Map 1: 5). Excavations revealed a church and necropolis
that belonged to this settlement® (Dyczek 2008, 235 - 245, figs. 32 — 37). Other examples include
the Dimum fortress near the modern town of Belene (Map 1: 6) (Aasaposa, Msanos 2019, 229;
KaGaxauesa 20206, 671) and the earthen rampart northwest of Riben in the region of Pleven (Map
1:7) (Aasaposa u ap. 2018, 323 — 324). Another Second Bulgarian Kingdom settlement is located
over the Roman villa in the courtyard of the Pleven prison in the Maytapa locality (also known as
the Pleven TPO area). It is located about 4 km to the south-southwest (ca. 150°) of the regional
center of Pleven (Map 1: 8) (Kosauesa 1978, 140 — 142; Kosauesa 2021, 205 - 206, 213). A recent
significant find at this site was a hoard of over 7,000 silver coins, which included several coins of
Tsar Ivan Shishman (1371 - 1395) but mostly those of Sultan Bayezid I (1389 — 1402) and his sons
Siilleyman Celebi (1402 — 1411), Musa Celebi (1411 - 1413), Mehmed Celebi (1403 - 1413) as
well as coins of Sultan Mehmed I (1413 - 1421) and Mustafa Celebi (1416, 1419, 1421 - 1422).
Analysis of this hoard and the ceramic vessel in which it was found point to an interment date of
around the 1420s (Kpscres u ap. (moa newar)). This find raises the question whether habitation
continued near the abandoned Second Bulgarian Kingdom settlement during the Ottoman period
or the site’s dating needs to be revisited.

Preliminary excavations of the settlement near the village of Rositsa in the area of Pavlikeni
(Map 1: 9) opened a limited area but yielded important results since parts of two dug-out dwell-
ings along with pits and ovens were excavated (fig. 2). Observations were also made on the settle-
ment’s church and necropolis (Aepmenasxues 2013/2014, 157 — 173, 179 — 182). Finds not only
refined the site’s chronology to between the 1220s/1230s and the 1350s/1370s but also gave an
idea of what might be expected at settlements of this type in Northern Bulgaria (Aepmenaxucs
2013/2014, 171 - 179, 06p. 43 — 49; Muxaitaos 2013/2014, 251 — 253, Taba. 1).

Considerably more modest are the results of rescue excavations in the Kodzhakar locality near
the town of Sevlievo (Map 1: 10). These excavations cut through a settlement on the route of the
Sevlievo — Gabrovo gas pipeline and crosses the hinterland of the Medieval town on the Krushevski
Bair only 4 km away, which is often presented in scholarship under the name “Hotalich”. A fully
excavated 13 c. dwelling with a later child burial in it was excavated there (fig. 3) (Pabossizos,
Hocudos 2016, 191 - 201).

# According to the author’s personal observations, it probably developed south of the ancient city’s excavated
central area, which remains unexplored.
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Fig. 2. Plan, cross-section, and photo of half dug-out Dwelling No. 2 from the 13" — 14 c. settlement near the village of
Rositsa, Pavlikeni municipality (after [lepmeHOxueg 2013/2014, 06p. 29, 06p. 30)

O6p. 2. [MnaH, paspes u cHUMKA Ha nosyskonaro xunuwe Ne 2 om cenuwemo om XIIl - X1V 8. do ¢. Pocuya, obuw,.
Masnukeru (no Jepmeroxues 2013/2014, 06p. 29, 06p. 30)
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Fig. 3. Plan of the Medieval dwelling excavated in Kodzhakar locality near Sevlievo with the fragmentary pot from the 13" c.
found in it (after PabossaHos, locugos 2016, 06p. 4, 06p. 7, 06p. 8)

06p. 3. [nax Ha npoyyeHomo 8 M. Kooxakap 00 2p. Cesiueso cpedHOBEKOBHO XUJULe C OMKPUMOMO 8 Hez20
ppazmermuparo 2epHe om Xlil 6. (no PaboesHos, Mocugos 2016, 06p. 4, 06p. 7, 06p. 8)
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A settlement from the 13™ c. was recently excavated at the foot of the Madara plateau, but
published information on it remains limited. It is located on two terraces in the Bobanov locality,
only 1550 m away from the Madara fortress (Map 1: 33), and is dated with pottery and a coin of
Tsar Constantine Assen (1257 — 1277) (Mauesa u ap. (moa nevar)).

Indirect partial evidence for Medieval settlements is provided by excavations of churches with
necropoleis near the Veliko Tarnovo villages of Hotnitsa from the first quarter of the 13" — end of
the 14" c. (Map 1: 11) (Asexcues 1980, 44 — 54; Maaena 2006, 32 — 33, Ta6a. 52), Ledenik (second
half of the 12* - end of the 13* ¢.) (Map 1: 12) (Ksunto, Aackcues 1982, 24 — 32), and Gorsko
Novo Selo near Zlataritsa (Map 1: 13) (Aaexcues 2006, 284 — 288; Aaexcues 2007, 413 — 416).
Similarly providing indirect evidence for Medieval settlement were a contemporary necropolis in
the Strazhata locality to the south of Pleven (Map 1: 14) (Tenosa 1981; Cranues u ap. 1961)° and
part of a necropolis on a Roman burial mound in the Sazlaka locality near the village of Krusheto,
Veliko Tarnovo region® (Map 1: 34) (ITucapes 1973, 21 — 23). An idea of the material culture and
spiritual life of people at the villages around the capital city of Tarnovo was also provided by the
necropoleis studied near the village of Yantra in the Gorna Oryahovitsa municipality (Map 1: 15),
which is generally dateable to the reign of Tsar Ivan Alexander (1331 — 1371) (bsusapos 1993a;
Brasapos 19936).

It is no coincidence that previous studies of the settlement network of the Second Bulgarian
Kingdom north of the Balkan Mountains are localized and rely on more “solid” and better-pre-
served fortifications with a real or presumed link to the 12— 14* c. A lack of archacological exca-
vations and limited and contradictory data from field surveys prompt authors to create retrogres-
sive models based on 15* c. Ottoman tax inventories. This leads to uncertainty in characterizing
villages in the Second Bulgarian Kingdom, which cannot be corrected by the largely absent his-
torical sources. Such regional studies are available for the areas of Vidin (Apusanosa 2012), Ruse
(HMopaaros 2000), and Ludogorie (Apusanosa 2018), and such limitations are also noticeable in
the summary “Materials for the Map of the Medieval Bulgarian State” (Pames 1995).

Against such a background, it is evident that only additional archaeological research can pro-
vide new information on the nature of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom’s settlement network in
Northern Bulgaria. “Fresh” data was therefore expected from excavations along the route of road
E-79 “Vidin — Ruzhintsi - Montana” at the village of Tarnyane, Vidin region (Map 1: 16). Inter-
est in excavations here was reinforced by the excavations’ location in flat terrain only 10 km from
the important Medieval center of Vidin. Preliminary results from test trenches excavated in 2020
suggested that a settlement had existed intermittently at this site between the 1220s and 15 c.
(Bacuaesa n Ap. 2021, 1096 — 1101). Comprehensive excavation of the settlement in 2021, how-
ever, led its dating to be revised to between the late 14™ and 17* c. (Bacuaesa u Ap. (moa nedar)).

In the same area along the route of the same construction project but on a floodplain terrace
by the Danube, a peripheral portion of another settlement from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom
was also explored. Four shallow dug-out features with a residential or economic function were ex-

5 The necropolis in the area of “Strazhata’, south of Pleven, is located on a plateau, east of the fortress that was
in use during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. Previous research has linked the necropolis to the fortress, but the
topography of the site casts doubts due to the difficult access between the two sites. Therefore, it seems more likely that
this necropolis is related to another unidentified settlement from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. I am grateful to my
colleague V. Ivanov from RHM - Pleven for the provided information.

¢Eight Christian graves were dug into the embankment of an almost destroyed Roman tumulus. It is important to
note that its explorer Atanas Pisarev links it to a nearby Medieval settlement, traces of which have been recorded only
100 m north of the mound. It is tentatively dated to the 14" c. based on Medieval pottery. Jewelry and silver coin of
Tsar Ivan Shishman found in the graves also point to this dating (ITucapes 1973, 21 - 23).

169



Deyan Rabovyanov

cavated on a low hill near the village of Slana Bara (Map 1: 17), along with cooking ovens and waste
pits. A dug-out dwelling with a quadrangular plan measuring 9.80 x 4.30 m stood out among these
features. Its floor was set 0.85 m below the surviving ground surface, and it had a hearth near its
northwestern corner (fig. 4). Numismatic finds suggest habitation between the early 13* and late
15% ¢., but coins found in the other dug-out features reveal a shorter chronology, the second half
of the 14" or beginning of the 15 c. (Manes, Kaucypanos 2021, 810 — 811; Manes, Kancypanos
(mop meyar)).

Fig. 4. Dug-out dwelling from the settlement at the village of Slana Bara, Vidin municipality dating to 14" - 15% c. (after
Mares, KnucypaHos (nod neuam), o6p. 2)

06p. 4. Bkonaro xunuuwe om cenuwemo om XIV - XV 8. npu c. CnaHa 6apa, o6wy. BuduH (no Mawes, KnucypaHos (nod
ne4yam), o6p. 2)
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Fig. 5. Ceramic fragments decorated with burnished stripes, red slip and white painted ornaments from Dwelling No. 1 from
Site No. 1007 near Brankovtsi, Gramada municipality (after Eemumosa, Menamed 2020, o6p. 5)

06p. 5. KepamuuHu hpazmeHmu, yKpaceHu ¢ U3/TbCKAHU UBUYU, Yep8eHa aHeo6a u pucyHka ¢ 6s1a 605 om xunuwe N° 1,
ob6ekm N° 1007 do c. bpaHkosyu, obw. [pamada (no Esmumosa, Menamed 2020, 06p. 5)

Among new data, studies along the Balkan Stream pipeline are particularly important, both for
the new information they obtained and for the representative nature of these finds since the pipe-
line traverses the flat part of Northern Bulgaria. Two settlements were surveyed around Brankovtsi
near Gramada, Vidin region. They are on the high right bank of the Danube tributary Smradla Riv-
er. At Site No. 1007 (Map 1: 18), the periphery of an Early Medieval settlement was investigated.
According to its researchers, life there took place between the 11™ and 13 c. Several semi-dugout
dwellings with wattle-and-daub walls were uncovered. Based on the few coins found, such asa 12
c. tetarteron and a Latin imitation type A, E. Evtimova and K. Melamed report that the settlement
perished in a conflagration at the end of the 13* c. (EsrumoBa, Meaamep 2020, 1274 — 1278).
However, the discovery in the ruins of two coins of the Vlach voivode Radu I (1377 - 1383) and
one of the Polish-Hungarian king Wladystaw I Jagictlo (1440 — 1444) as well as the presence of
fragments of vessels with decoration of burnished stripes and white painting even on the handles
(fig. 5), which were found together with sgraffito pottery, point to a later date for the settlement’s
end in the 14® — first half of the 15% ¢.”

Site No. 1008, which is part of a settlement almost destroyed by machine cultivation, was ex-
cavated in the same area as the two aforementioned sites (Map 1: 19). The nearby spring must have
attracted the interest of the site’s Medieval inhabitants. Two phases of occupation were recorded:
the first between the 9™ and 11 c. and the second dating to the Second Bulgarian Kingdom and
marked by ruined dwellings bearing burnt layers mixed with burnt plaster and stones, which prob-
ably came from destroyed heating facilities. Thin-walled kitchen pottery thrown on a kick wheel
and the fragments of sgraffito have allowed researchers to assign the settlement to the 12 - 13*
c. (Aaaaxos, Komaraposa-Basunosa 2020, 1282 — 1284; Asaaxos u ap. 2020a, 76 — 78). Five
graves from the nearby necropolis corroborate this dating, having been radiocarbon dated to the
last quarter of the 13 ¢.® (Aaaaxos, Komaraposa-basunosa 2020).

7 It is noteworthy that the pottery with burnished red-slip stripes and painted in white that was presented in the
report summary (Esrumosa, Meaamea 2020, 06p. 5) and dated to the 12 c. was found in Dwelling No. 1 with a Latin
imitation of type A, which dates to the first half of the 13" ¢. Coin hoards specifically from the region of Vidin point
to the use of these coins until the end of the 14% c. (ITenues 1986; [Terues 2003).

¥ Given the presence of sgraffito pottery in the ceramic complex, the 12% ¢. should be excluded from the life of
the settlement.
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Excavations at Site No. 4002 near the village of Vladinya in the Lovech municipality offered
further evidence for habitation during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (Map 1: 20). A dwelling
from the 12* - 13® c. was excavated next to a Bronze Age settlement and rich Hellenistic flat ne-
cropolis at this location. Despite its modest appearance, it is the best-preserved structure among
those investigated along the Balkan Stream. Measuring 2.90 by 3.20 m and with a rectangular plan
and rounded corners (fig. 6), it reflects a typical rural dwelling of the period. So do its interior ele-
ments: pits in the floor, a hearth, and two household ovens dug into its walls’ (BaaenTunosa u ap.
2020a, 229 - 230; Baseurunosa u aAp. 20206, 392). Fragmentary pots found on the dwelling’s floor
indicate it dates to the first half of the 13 c. (fig. 7).

Slight evidence for habitation or at least activity of some kind dating to the Second Bulgarian
Kingdom was also recorded during excavations of other sites along the Balkan Stream route. Such
evidenced mainly consists of coins from the 13* - 14% c. at Site No. 1000 near Vrashka Chuka (Map
1: 21) (Bacuaesa, Bacuaesa 20206, 1284 — 1289), Site No. 3001 near the town of Miziya (Map 1:
22) (Ilerposa, Xpucrosa-ITenxosa 2020, 1257), Site No. 5020 in the Papaz Cheshma locality near
the village of Orlovets, Polski Trambesh (Map 1: 23) (ITetposa u ap. 2020, 312) and in the heart
of the Danubian Plain at Site No. 5021 near the village of Ivancha, Polski Trambesh municipality
(Map 1: 24). Suspicions about a nearby 13 — 14 c. settlement at the site near the village of Ivancha
were confirmed during post-excavation studies of its eastern periphery in 2020. Here several pits
were examined that yielded pottery indicative of the second half of the 14™ — first half of the 15®
c., which indicates that a settlement of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom should be sought precisely
in the narrow strip between the steep marl hills and the stream at their foot (fig. 8) (Pa6ossnos u
Ap- 2021). The successor settlement from the Ottoman period (late 15% — late 17 ¢.), which is also
known to us from tax records, is located off to the side and barely overlaps its predecessor.

A necropolis related to the end of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom was also excavated along
the pipeline in the Vidin region at Site No. 1012 near the town of Gramada (Map 1: 25). Along
with various occupation periods from the Late Neolithic to the Late Middle Ages were also ex-
plored 130 Christian burials dated with coins of Tsar Ivan Sratsimir (1356 — 1396), the Wallachian
voivodes Vladislav I (1364 — 1377), Radu I (1377 - 1383), and Dan I (1383 - 1386). The burials
thus roughly coincide with the last decades of the Vidin kingdom between the end of the 14* and
beginning of the 15" c. (Aaexcanapos u ap. 2020, 898; Aumutpos u Ap. 2020, 86, 90). The ne-
cropolis was undoubtedly associated with a nearby contemporary settlement with inhabitants of
elevated social status, as evidenced by the magnificent silver ornaments deposited in some graves.

As new finds from the above sites attest, new studies along the Balkan Stream pipeline have
provided information important for improving the picture of the typical Second Bulgarian King-
dom village to the north of the Stara Planina (Map 1). They confirmed eatlier observations that the
settlements of that period display more advanced material culture compared to those of the First
Bulgarian Kingdom period. Most dwellings continue the Early Medieval construction tradition
of dug-out construction with wattle-and-daub walls. This kind of housing, which is typical of vil-
lages of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom, is also not uncommonly attested at contemporary towns,
including the capital city of Tarnovgrad.'” The direct connection between the centers and their
hinterland is also shown by an uniformity in material culture: pottery, household objects and tools,

? It is worth noting the researcher’s observation that the construction of several heating facilities most likely re-
flects sequential phases of the dwelling’s reconstruction. I extend my gratitude to M. Valentinova (RHM - Lovech)
for this information and for providing a plan of the structure and photographs and drawings of the pots found in it.

' On dug-out dwellings in the towns of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom cf. FBaros 2022; Pa6ossnos 2014;
Pa6ossnos 2015, 128 — 131.
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Fig. 6. Plan of the Medieval dwelling excavated at Site No. 4002 near the village of Vladinya, Lovech municipality

(Author: M. Valentinova)

O6p. 6. lnaH Ha cpedHOBEKOBHOMO XuUsUWe, Npoy4eHo Ha obekm N2 4002 0o c. BnaduHs, obw. Jlogey

(Aemop: M. Banenmu+osa)
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Fig. 7. Pots found in the 13" c. dug-out dwelling, excavated at Site No. 4002 near the village of Vladinya, Lovech municipality
(Photo: M. Valentinova; Drawing: L. Yankov)

O6p. 7. lepHema, omkpumu 8v8 ekonaHomo xusuwe om Xlll 8., npoy4eHo Ha o6ekm N2 4002 0o c. BraduHs, obw. Jlosey
(CHumka: M. BanenmuHosa; PucyHka: J1. flHkos)
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Fig. 8. Aerial view of the Ottoman period settlement near the village of lvancha, Polski Trambesh municipality documenting
the section of the Balkan Stream route excavated in 2019 (Photo: G. Hristov)

06p. 8. MecmonosnoxeHue Ha cesluuemo om oCMAHCKUA nepuo0 00 ¢. Misarya, obw. Moncku Tpsmbew, ¢ npoyysaHama
npe3 2019 &. no mpacemo Ha ,bankaHcku nomok” yacm (CHumka: I. Xpucmos)

elements of clothing, jewelry, weaponry, etc. The main differences in material culture between town
and country are often subtle, largely manifesting as a more restricted quantity of objects at villages.
This difference shows the relatively more modest means of their inhabitants. Exceptions to the
rule are some lavish inventories from the necropoleis near the village of Yantra'’ (Map 1: 15) and
at Site No. 1012 near the town of Gramada, Vidin region (Map 1: 25) (Aumutpos u ap. 2020).
They testify that some of these settlements’ inhabitants had significant social status and economic
opportunities. Moreover, the presence of a church with a separate necropolis at some of the studied
sites indicates organized communities of at least some means.

The topography of settlements from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (12 — 14 ¢.)

The archaeological research related to the Balkan Stream gas pipeline raised another important
issue related to the topography of the villages of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom in the Danubian
Plain. Against the backdrop of an abundance of excavated settlements from the First Bulgarian
Kingdom (7% - 10*c.), those from the 12— 14™ ¢. seem to be absent from the fertile and habitable
parts of the plain. Apart from the Vidin region, where the three sites near the village of Brankovtsi
and town of Gramada bear signs of habitation from the Early and Late Middle Ages, in the remain-
der of the plain area only the periphery of one settlement near Vladinya, Lovech region, and anoth-
er site near the village of Ivancha, Polski Trambesh municipality, were investigated (Map 1). This is
in stark contrast to the greater number of settlements and other kinds of 7% - 11 ¢. sites that have
been investigated along the same segment of the Balkan Stream route.

" Cf. Brusapos 1993a, 13 - 60.
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Data is still limited, but the emerging picture cannot simply be a consequence of the extent
and nature of archaeological investigations. The results of both old and new excavations coupled
with field surveys carried out both earlier and in the last ten years'? create a picture of a nucleation
of settlements in the so-called “naturally fortified areas” in the foothills and hilly flanks between
the Pre-Balkan mountain range and the lowlands.” Settlements are concentrated near towns and
fortresses of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom'* and in the spaces of abandoned ancient and even
Early Medieval earthen ramparts.” Exceptions to this rule are the newly excavated Balkan Stream
sites and other construction projects near Vidin'® and at Vladinya,"” Lovech region (Map 1: 20)
(Baaentunosa u ap. 2020a, 229 — 230; Baaentunosa u ap. 20206, 392), which are situated in flat
terrain. However, we do not know what these micro-regions looked like in the Second Bulgarian
Kingdom period, so it is not impossible that they could have been surrounded by forests or situated
near extensive woodlands.

It should be considered, then, that we are somehow confronted with a settlement pattern part-
ly comparable to that of the Early Byzantine period (5* — 6% c.). The lands north of the Balkan
Mountains had always been exposed to the attacks of nomads coming from the Northern Black
Sea steppes. During the Second Bulgarian Kingdom it was the Tatar campaigns, which took place
almost throughout the 13* c. after 1242."® There were cases when the Bulgarian state was unable to
defend its lands particularly during periods of internal instability throughout the 13* and 14" ¢.”?
It is possible that insecurity caused by threatened or realized violence resulted in the concentration
of people both in areas that offered some natural protection and in the close vicinity of fortified
centers. Planned excavations along the routes of the Haemus highway and the Ruse — Veliko Tar-
novo road are expected to provide new data, but preliminary information from field surveys along

12 In this regard, new data was provided by the field surveys along the routes of the Nabucco and South Stream
gas pipelines and along the Haemus highway and the Ruse — Veliko Tarnovo road, carried out by NAIM — BAS. The
literature related to these studies is not presented here as it is commented in the text of the study.

'3 For example, the two settlements near the village of Hotnitsa, Veliko Tarnovo region (Aaexcues 1980, 44 — 54;
Anexcues 1999, 168 — 174, o6p. 3; Aaexcues 2004, 35 — 42, 64 — 65, 06p. 2; Mauesa 2006, 32 — 33, Taba. 52), and
settlements near the village of Ivancha, Polski Trambesh municipality (Pabossnos n ap. 2020; PaGossios u ap. 2021)
and Varbovka near Pavlikeni (Pa6ossnos, Yosakosa 2018).

! For example, the Kodzhakar locality situated only 4 km from the Medieval town center on the Krushevski
Bair near Sevlievo (Pa6ossiHoB, I;IOCI/I(l)OB 2016); the settlement near the village of Rositsa near Pavlikeni, which is
literally at the foot of a fortress with surface finds from the period of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (Aepmenaxnes
2013/2014, 157 — 173, 179 - 182); the settlement at Bey Chiflik locality some 2 km south of the Medieval town of
Cherven (VMsanos, Yepnakos 2007, 140 — 142); and the settlement in Bobanov locality situated 1.5 km from the
Madara fortress (Fauesa u ap. (o nevar)).

15 Such are the settlements in the ancient towns of Ulpia Oescus (Acnapyxos 1992, 27 — 28; Msanos, Kosasesa
2002, 42; Murosa-Asxonosa 1979, No. 131) and Novae (Dyczek 2008, 235 - 245, figs. 32 — 37), in the fortifications
of Dimum in Belene (Aasaposa, MBanos 2019, 229; Ka6axaunesa 20206, 671), the settlement near the village of Riben,
Pleven region (Aasaposa n ap. 2018, 323 - 324), and another in the Early Medieval fortified settlement near the
village of Starmen (Bbaos 1982; Asxxunros 1982). Probably comparable to Starmen is the still unpublished fortified
settlement of the First and Second Bulgarian Kingdoms excavated between the town of Byala Cherkva and the villages
of Mihaltsi and Stambolovo, Pavlikeni region. The publication of the data from this interesting site is forthcoming.

1¢ For example, the two sites near Brankovtsi (Aaaasxos, Komaraposa-Basunosa 2020, 1282 - 1284; Axapsxos
u Ap. 20202, 76 — 78; EsrumoBa, Meaamea 2020, 1274 — 1278) and the one at Slana Bara on the E-79 road (Manes,
Kawncypanos 2021, 810 - 81 1).

'7 The settlements associated with the necropoleis near the villages of Yantra and Krusheto in the region of Veliko
Tarnovo mentioned above can probably be assigned to this category.

'8 On Tatar raids in Northern Bulgaria see Aranacos, ITasaos 2011, 3 — 10; Yaeaan 2015, 31 - 77, 112 - 122;
Visary 2005, 69 - 99, 122 - 134.

! For example, Hungarian raids in Northwestern Bulgaria in the 13*and 14* c., the incursion of Byzantine troops
during the reign of Ivaylo, the Turkish invasion at the end of the 14" c., and probably other events left unreported in
the scarce sources.
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these routes so far supports this pattern.?

Ottoman tax registers of the 15% — carly 16" c. provide interesting insight for discussing pat-
terns of settlement development. While here is not the place to present a complete review of set-
tlements in the Danubian Plain in the 15" c., we will consider a representative sample, such as the
well-documented and historically researched area in the heart of this region: the area of the town of
Svishtov. Presenting the characteristic relief of the plain with its large loess hills with gentle slopes
separated by river valleys, the area of Svishtov is limited to the north by the Danube and to the east
by the river Yantra. To the south, its administrative border runs north of the present-day towns of
Polski Trambesh and Pavlikeni. Apart from being typical for its openness and accessibility, it is also
interesting as a neighbor of the hinterland of the capital of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom, Tarno-
vgrad, situated immediately to the south.

The demography of the area was studied by the Dutch Ottomanist Machiel Kiel. Of particular
importance for us is data for the early period (15" - early 16® ¢.), which he drew from the abridged
(ijmal) tax register of 1479 and the detailed (m2ufassal) register of 1516 (Kuiia 2017, 219 — 229).
The picture recorded in 1479 is of a very sparsely populated area (Map 2). Apart from the small
town of Svishtov, there were only 12 villages entailing a total of 234 houscholds (i.e. about 1100
people), which were concentrated along the Danube, Yantra, and Osam rivers. With the exception
of two miniature villages, Sliva (now Balgarsko Slivovo) and Yayci (now Maslarevo), the region’s
interior was uninhabited (Kuiia 2017, Map 12). In 1516, the same villages already had 500 house-
holds, and 13 new settlements appeared in the area (Map 3; Kuita 2017, Map 13).

Machiel Kiel explains that the region’s depopulation in the 15% c. was caused by two military
events: the crusade of Wiadystaw III Jagielto in 1444 and especially the attacks of the Wallachian
voivode Vlad Tepes before 1462, in which he devastated the southern bank of the Danube and “ac-
counted for” 23,884 deaths among the local population (Kuita 2017, 219 - 229). Despite current
controversy around the route of Wtadystaw III Jagielto’s army in 1444, however, it can be said that
it did not directly affect the entire area of Svishtov. Similarly, Vlad Tepes’s attacks were mainly in
the area of the Danube bank, where in 1479 settlements reappeared. Thus, military actions alone
do not seem to have caused the depopulation of the plain’s interior.

It is no coincidence that data from 1516 for the area of Svishtov is mentioned here because it
documents sudden demographic changes for a period of less than four decades. Sudden change like
this casts doubt on attempts to use data from Ottoman registers to reconstruct patterns of settle-
ment development from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. However, the state of depopulation and
the conspicuous absence of settlements in the interior of the plain around Svishtov in 1479 were
hardly due to warfare alone. Perhaps it was provoked by the nature of habitation during its rela-
tively peaceful conquest by the Ottomans and during the early decades of their rule. It is possible
that it reflects the concentration of settlements of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom in the protected
areas of the Pre-Balkan and the hilly zone of Central Northern Bulgaria as well as around fortified
centers. Future archaeological studies will support or reject this hypothesis.

0 The limitations of field survey as a method of reconstructing the settlement network must also be considered.
For results from the surveys along the routes of the Haemus highway and the Ruse — Veliko Tarnovo road see Bosiaxxues
u Ap. 2016; Bosiaxxues, Yoxapxues 2020; Teoprues u aAp. 2020; Keuepa u Ap. 2016; Keuepa u Ap. 2020. Data in sup-
port of the proposed model come from surveys along the Ruse — Veliko Tarnovo road, where along the entire route the
only securely recorded settlements from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom are in the rocky hills surrounded by the valleys
of the rivers Yantra and Dryanovska in the immediate vicinity of Veliko Tarnovo near the villages of Ledenik and the
town of Debelets (Bosiaxues, Yoxapxues 2020; Teoprues u ap. 2020; Keuesa u ap. 2020). Quite a few of the Second
Bulgarian Kingdom sites recorded along the Haemus highway in the regions of Veliko Tarnovo and Targovishte are
likewise located near forested hills (Bosiaxues u ap. 2016).
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Settlements from the Ottoman period (15* - 17* c.)

Archaeological explorations along the route of the Balkan Stream gas pipeline shed light on a
previously unexplored archacological aspect of the culture of the Bulgarian lands during the Ottoman
period (15— 17* c.): the Post-medieval village. Thanks to the bureaucratic nature of the Ottoman
state, a number of preserved tax records provide a detailed demographic and socio-economic picture
of Northern Bulgaria after the second half of the 15" c. A considerable portion of them have been and
continue to be published and discussed in historical studies, which consistently serves to update availa-
ble data on the demography, character, and appearance of the population of the Danubian Plain in the
15% — 17%c. The material culture of these people, however, remains poorly documented. Exceptions
are some urban centers of the period, which are exemplified by extensive but unfortunately fragmen-
tarily published excavations of Tsarevets Hill in Veliko Tarnovo and by little-known results from the
fortresses of Nikopol, Razgrad, Cherven, Shumen, Varna, Kaliakra, and in recent years of Kastritsi,
Silistra, Oryahovo, and (again) of Kaliakra and Varna. The archacology of the Ottoman town is better
known from the cities of Sofia, Stara Zagora, and Plovdiv. Archaeology of this period generally cov-
ers preserved representative monuments of spiritual and secular architecture, epigraphic monuments,
and, to a lesser extent, necropoleis, ceramics, jewelry, and weaponry. Except for some case studies, even
the above-mentioned excavated urban centers remain poorly known and almost unpublished.

The results of excavations along the Balkan Stream pipeline have thus begun to fill in a sizeable
gap in knowledge about the 15" - 17 ¢. Particularly informative are the studies at Vrashka Chuka
near the village of Izvor mahala, Vidin region (Map 1: 21). The Late Medieval period (15* - 17%c.)
marked the most prominent occupation period at Site No. 1000. Three rather eroded dwellings
were excavated at the settlement that existed between the end of the 15" and end of the 18® c.
Numerous finds, especially jewelry and costume items, as well as the discovery of two metallurgical
kilns and tools disclose possibly local production and reveal trends in fashion and jewelry technol-
ogy (Bacuaesa, Bacuaesa 2020a, 56 — 58; Bacuacsa, Bacuaesa 20206, 1284 - 1289).

A half dug-out, 15% c. farm building, most likely a sheep pen, was uncovered at Site No. 2001
near the village of Rasovo, Medkovets municipality (Map 1: 30) (Aaapxos u ap. 20206, 124 —
127). A large settlement from the Ottoman period was recorded at Site No. 3008 near the village of
Gorni Dabnik, Pleven region (Map 1: 31). Here a stone-lined cellar of a dwelling 0.90 m deep and
measuring 3.40 x 2.80 m was excavated (fig. 9) (Tonxosa, Maasxapos 2020, 519, 06p. 5; Tonkosa u
Ap- 2020, 208 — 211). The metal prongs from a temple (an adjustable loom stretcher) and shallow
pits in the cellar’s floor disclose that it was used for storage and possibly textile production. The
fragment of a jug with a white painted decoration from this cellar and a coin of Sultan Ibrahim I
(1640 — 1648) from test trenches? date this village to the 17% c. rather than the Late Bulgarian
Revival period, which was the opinion expressed in a preliminary publication.”

Traces of habitation during the Ottoman period were recorded at Site No. 1008 near the vil-
lage of Brankovtsi, Vidin region, as well (Map 1: 19) (Aaaaxos, Komaraposa-baannosa 2020,
1282 — 1284; Arapxos u ap. 2020a, 76 — 78) and at Site No. 3001 near the town of Miziya (Map
1: 22) (Ilerposa, Xpucrosa-ITenkosa 2020, 1257). Impressive results, albeit outside the period,
were demonstrated by studies at Site No. A10/2 near Dimovo in the region of Vidin (Map 1: 32)
(OKuskos, Toaoposa 2020, 116 — 118). The 83 graves containing 100 individuals not only present-
ed a necropolis of a nearby, now extinct village from the 18* - carly 19* c. (illustrating the final
stage of cultural development during the Ottoman period) but also provided wonderful examples
of Bulgarian Revival period jewelry.

2L Cf. ITerpaxues, ['opsinosa 2020, 511.
22 Cf. note 20.
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Fig. 9. Cellar of a dwelling from the Ottoman period (Structure No. 15) from Site No. 3008 at the village of Gorni Dabnik,
Dolni Dabnik municipality, Pleven region, together with some indicative artifacts found within (after ToHkosa, Madxapos
2020, 06p. 5)

O6p. 9. N36a Ha xunuwe om ocMaHckusA nepuod (cmpykmypa Ne 15) om o6ekm N° 3008 npu c. lopHu Je6HuK, 06w. JonHu
Jwv6HUK, 0671. [TnegeH, 3ae0HO C omKpumume 8 He2o apxeosio2udecku mamepuasnu (no Tonkosa, Maodxapos 2020, o6p. 5)

Site No. 7 was studied in connection with the construction of the I-1 (E-79) road. It is locat-
ed near the village of Tarnyane, Vidin region (Map 1: 16) on the right bank of the Voynishka River.
In the Ottoman registers and maps from the 16™ c., the settlement exists under the name Tiryani
in the kaza of Vidin (Bacuaesa u ap. (o nedar)). The processing of archacological materials from
the excavations will make this site one of the most important for studying Ottoman-period villages
in Bulgarian lands.

Excavations from the settlement near Tarnyane revealed 25 dug-out features, which have been
identified as dwellings. They measured 7 x 8 m on average and were dug down 2.50 m. They have an
oval or rectangular plan and a heating facility such as a hearth in the middle of their floors. Three
free-standing buildings measuring ca. 4.50 x 5 m stood out as patches of burnt plaster, charcoal,
and ash. Unfortunately, the settlement’s investigators did not differentiate whether these buildings
functioned as dwellings or farm buildings. Structural timber postholes were found in both types of
structures. Numerous pits with various functions and kilns, two of which were used for firing pot-
tery, were investigated alongside the dwellings. The Christian necropolis in the northeastern part
of the site provided radiocarbon dates between 1470 — 1480 and 1637 — 1639, which generally
confirm the dating of the settlement from the late 14™ - 17* c. (Bacuaesa u Ap. (110 neuar)).

Another significant site for the study of the Ottoman period, uncovered during the new ar-
chaeological excavations in Northern Bulgaria, was Site No. 5021 along the Balkan Stream pipe-
line. This multi-phase settlement is located near the modern village of Ivancha, Polski Trambesh
municipality (Map 1: 24) (Pa6ossnos 2020, 295 — 299). The Ottoman period village covered an
area of over 20 ha between two constantly flowing streams at the foot of the marl hills in the fertile
part of the Danubian Plain (fig. 8). The pipeline crossed through the heart of the settlement and
required the excavation of over 1 ha, thereby offering a kind of cross-section across a large Otto-
man-period village (fig. 10). As a result, there were documented: 27 dug-out and three free-stand-
ing dwellings, 41 dug-out storage facilities of various uses, remains of seven large free-standing farm
buildings such as pens, stables, or barns, 33 dug-out domestic ovens and five cooking hearths along
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-MpoYyHeHa YacT oT cemuueTo mpes 2019 .
B -nTpoyHeHa HacT oT cemmmeTo npes 2020 .
[ - rpaHiid Ha CTHINETO

Fig. 10. Overview of the Ottoman-period settlement near the village of lvancha, Polski Trambesh municipality, with indica-
tions of its extension (white line) and the sections excavated in 2019 (yellow) and 2020 (red) (Author: P. Doychev)

06p. 10. 06w nnaH Ha cenuwemo npu c. iearnua, obw. Moscku Tpembew, C paznonoxeHUeMo Ha NPOyY8aHUMe Yacmu
(Aemop: M. [Jotiues)

with a blacksmith’s hearth and remains of a pottery kiln. Traces of various economic activities were
found in 98 excavated pits and one partially excavated well lined with wood (PaGoBsinos u Ap.
2020; PaGossHoB 1 aAp. 2021).

Site No. 5021’s dwellings varied both in plan and construction techniques. Some of these
often dug-out dwellings used masonry of superficially dressed stone with clay bond, wattle-and-
daub constructions, adobe walls, and timber cladding, sometimes in various combinations in the
same building. The most popular heating facilities were stone fireplaces, the so-called vcak’, some-
times with smaller hearths alongside them, and occasionally more elaborate large stone-built stoves
(fig. 11). Along with roofs of perishable materials such as thatch, reeds or wooden slabs, locally
produced tiles of the imbricated type were used in the western, probably younger, part of the settle-
ment (from the 17 c. onwards).

The farm buildings are no less varied. Although most of the free-standing sheds were destroyed
by ploughing, over 40 farm buildings were excavated, some of which were large. Most of these were
likewise dug-out like the dwellings, and their walls were often made of wattle-and-daub or timber
construction (fig. 12). It has not always been possible to determine their specific function, but
among them a forge, destroyed by fire in the late 17 c., and large half dug-out stables stand out,
while several small buildings can be assumed to have housed weaving looms.

The nearly 100 excavated pits not only provided circumstantial evidence for the settlement’s
agricultural character® but also testified to flourishing crafts, some of which may even have gone

» Many of the pits were large and used to store grain. The use of some pits for depositing waste after their aban-
donment offered useful information about the reared animals and their use. Publication of the animal bone material
by Dr. Georgi Ribarov is forthcoming.
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Fig. 11. Dwellings from the Ottoman-period settlement near the village of lvancha, Polski Trambesh municipality (Photos:
D. Rabovyanov, V. Todorov, P. Doychev)

06p. 11. Xunuwa om ocMaHckus nepuod om ceauuiemo npu . leanya, obw. Mosncku Tpembew
(CHumku: []. PabossHos, B. Todopos, [1. [jolives)

beyond the meeting of local necessities. This must have been an important center for ceramic pro-
duction as the entire technological process is well-attested at the site, from the clay extraction pits
and kilns to the waste ash pits. Also found were broken tripod dividers and production waste from
vessels and tiles.

The 15 graves excavated at the site near the village of Ivancha raise interesting questions about
the spiritual life and burial customs of this site’s inhabitants. They were scattered throughout the
surveyed area at considerable distances from each other and so likely did not constitute a proper
shared graveyard. That they are contemporary with the buildings between which they were situated
is beyond doubt, but it is difficult to say whether they were small family plots in the boundaries of
a thriving settlement. It is also possible that this is due to the lack of a church building and thus a
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Fig. 12. Farm buildings from the Ottoman-period settlement near the village of Ilvancha, Polski Trambesh municipality
(Photos: D. Rabovyanov, V. Todorov, P. Doychev)

06p. 12. CmonaHcku nomeuwjeHUs om oCMAHCKUSA hepuo0 om ceauujemo npu c. Meanya, obw. Moncku Tpembew
(CHumKu: []. PabossHos, B. Todopos, 1. [joliyes)

regulated common burial place for the Christian population. Unfortunately, the almost complete
absence of other surveyed 16— 17* c. villages does not offer good opportunities for comparison.*
In addition to this unusual practice, the graves revealed some unusual rituals of corpse disposal, and
two of these reflect a criminal case dated through a coin of King Sigismund III of Poland ca. 1600.

# An example in this respect is the settlement near the village of Tarnyane in Vidin region, mentioned above in
the text. Here the necropolis is regular, however, unlike the dispersed pattern observed at Ivancha. There are few no-
table archaeological studies of Christian village necropoleis from the Ottoman period that have taken place in recent
years, such as the necropolis investigated along the western arc of the Sofia Ring road (Aackaaos u ap. 2016,756 — 759)
and the necropolis at the Kremikovtsi Monastery (Topopos, Ieoprakosa 2020, 1236).
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Also important for the study of the culture of the Ottoman period was the huge amount of
dated material from the 16™ - 17 c. retrieved from the settlement near the village of Ivancha. The
find list includes over 500 artifacts and over 50 coins along with numerous pots rich in forms and
decoration. A not insignificant portion of these vessels were locally produced, which attests to a
varied and rich lifestyle comparable to that of the cities of the Ottoman period.?s

The archacological study of the villages of the Ottoman period in Bulgaria is just beginning.?
The Balkan Stream pipeline studies in Northern Bulgaria have revealed a material culture that quite
predictably appears to be a descendant of that of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. This is evidenced
by the dwellings, the household inventory, and especially the ceramic complex. At the same time,
a number of new elements were also attested, reflecting the influence of the Ottoman conquerors
and some trends permeating from Western and Central Europe. These included previously absent
ceramic forms and decorations, revealing not only new culinary practices but also developments in
technology that led to a significant increase in the use of glazes. Changes also affected costume and
its elements as well as the associated jewelry. The penetration and widespread use of manufactured
goods is documented, for example, through the knives made in Central Europe and used exten-
sively by the population. New elements come in the forms of rural houses’ interiors?” and even new
breeds of farm animals.”® The introduction of previously unknown vices and fashions into village
life such as smoking, which appeared in the early 17* c., is also recorded.

No less important (and so far unique) is the opportunity provided by the excavation of the
settlement near the village of Ivancha to compare data from written sources (tax registers) and
archacological evidence (ItoacBa, PaboBsnos (moa nevar)). The discovery of a large number of ar-
chaeological finds belonging to a transitional period from the Middle Ages to the Modern Period
allowed a correlation to ethnographic studies and descriptions of travelers in Bulgarian lands in the
16— 17t c?

Conclusion

It is no exaggeration to conclude that although archacological investigations of sites from the
Second Bulgarian Kingdom and Ottoman period along the Balkan Stream route were limited in
number and scope compared to those from other periods, they provided important, fresh data on
the history of Northern Bulgaria between the 12* and 17* c. These investigations have also brought
back into focus questions about the appearance and character of villages in the plain between the
Danube and the Balkan Mountains during the Developed and Late Middle Ages. For the Ottoman
period (15"~ 17 c.), this data even represents a new milestone in Bulgarian Medieval archaeology,
insofar as no such studies had been carried out before. The future comprehensive publication of
these excavations’ results will not resolve all issues related to the study of the Bulgarian village in the
lands north of the Balkan Mountains between the 12 and 17* c., but they will certainly contribute
to the creation of a far more representative picture.

» The complete publication of the Ottoman-period settlement by the team that excavated Site No. 5021 near the
village of Ivancha is forthcoming.

% As an example, we will point to the remote sensing study of the Konush settlement, Asenovgrad region
(Kupuaos 2020), as well as unpublished results from study of the settlement near the village of Tarnyane in Vidin
region, which was partially explored along the route of the E-79 road (Bacuaesa u ap. 2021, 1096 — 1101; Bacuaesa
u Ap. (moa nevar)).

¥ Good examples are the stone-built fireplaces and tiled roofs.

2 For example, Dr. G. Ribarov identified camel bones among the faunal remains from Ivancha.

2 Some of them, such as the illustrated Codex Vindobonensis 8626 from the end of the 16" ¢., find direct com-
parisons among finds from Ivancha. About this illustrated travelogue, see Mapxos 2017; Arbasino 1971.
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CEAMLLUHOTO PA3BMTUE B AYHABCKATA PABHMHA
(AH. CEBEPHA BbATAPUA) TTPE3 XII — XVII B.
MO APXEOAOTHMYHECKHN AAHHM

Aesan Pabossnos

HayuoHaneH apxeonoauyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3el, beneapcka akademus Ha Haykume — Qunauan Benuko TepHo80, yi.
,MeaH Bazos” N° 29A, Benuko TepHoso 5000; rabovyanov@gmail.com

PE3IOME

Ypes U3CACABAHETO ce IPABU OIUT AA ce 00OOLIAT PE3yATATUTE OT APXCOAOTHYECKHUTE IPOYYBAHUS Ha
ceanmara oT Bpemero Ha BropoTo 6barapcko naperso (XII - XIV B.) n ocmanckus nepuoa (XV - XVIIs.)
B paiioHa Ha AyHaBCKaTa PaBHHUHA, CAHA OT HAl-O0LIMPHUTE IPUPOAO-Teorpadcku 3oHH Ha AHeiHa Cesep-
Ha bwarapust. [Tooa 3a T031 0030p AaAOXa HOBUTE IIPOYYBAHMS II0 TPACETO HA TA30IIPOBOAA ,DaaKaHCKu
NOTOK", IPecsKbA 1O AbaXKHA paBHuHaTa (Kapra 1). OT ToBa MamabHo npoyusaHe ce 0O9aKBalle Aa Ipe-
AOCTaBHU BRKHU PE3YATATH, ThII KaTo 3a pasauka ot IOxxHa bparapus Tyk anncsaxa roaeMu HHGPaCTPyKTyp-
HHU IIPOEKTH, KOUTO A HACUTST KaPTHHATA 32 YOBEILIKOTO OOUTABaHE [Ipe3 pasAUdHHTE epuoan. Pasbupa
ce, HAAHLIE € ABATOTOAMIIECH HHTEPEC HA YYCHUTE M HA ABPXKABHUTE HHCTUTYLIMU KM OIPEACACHU O0EKTH
OT pasAnYHH eroxu. Te obade ce KOHLEHTPHUPAXa OCHOBHO IO IIOPEYHeTO Ha AYHAB C IPUTOLUTE MY U B
HpeAllAaHUHCKaTa 30Ha. OTpOMHA IIAOLL OT ChIIMHCKATA U HAH-IIAOAOPOAHA 4acT Ha AyHAaBCKaTa paBHHUHA
OCTaBalle MOYTH O5IA0 IIETHO HA KAPTaTa, CIOPAAUIHO HAPYLIABAHO OT CAUHHYHHU U 32 ChKAACHUE HEBUHATH
yOAMKYBaHH apPXCOAOTHYECKH IPOYYBAHHUSL

PesyaTaTuTe OT ApXCOAOTHYECKHUTE IPOYYBAHHSI [10 TPACETO Ha ,baakaHcku MOTOK He Os1Xa CAHAKBH.
Ha ¢ona Ha BrieyaTasiBamuTe pe3yaTary 3a OpoH30BaTa U CAMHHCTHYECKATA ertoxa U 3a [ TppBoTo 6bATap-
cko naperso (VII - X B.) nudopmanusra 3a Passuroro n Kncroro cpegnosexosue (XII - XVII B.) e
no-orpanuyeHa. [Ipu creneHTa 1 XapakTepa Ha AOCETalIHUTE IPOYYBAHKS U IIO3HAHUSTA HU 32 00AaCTTa,
IpeACTaBAsIBalLlA ChPLETO Ha Broporo Obarapcko 1apcTBo obade, Te3n CKPOMHM PE3YATATH CE OKasaxa
HEMaAOBaXKHU.

Cpea apxeororndeckure npoydsanus Ha Broporo 6barapcko uaperso B CeBepra bparapus 6barap-
CKOTO CEAO OCTaHA CpeA cAabO IMPOydYeHUTe NPOOACMH HA APXCOAOTUSATA U UCTOPUSTA Ha IIEPHOAA. B 1e-
PHOAA AO IIPOBEXAAHETO Ha IPOEKTA ,, DBAAKAHCKHU IIOTOK PSAKO Ca OCBHIIECTBSIBAHU II0BEYEC UAH I10-MAAKO
peayaTaTHH paskonku Ha Takusa obektu (Kapra 1). Aockopo 6s1xa HaAHIIE caMO ABE HO-LIAOCTHO H3CACA-
Ban ceaa o1 XII — XIV B. — ToBa B M. Aoceao npu ¢. Xotnuna, Beanxorsproscko (06p. 1) u ceanmero B
paMKHTE Ha PAHHOCPEAHOBEKOBHOTO yKpenaeHue kpaii p. Slurpa a0 c. Cropmen, Pycencko. Kbm Tsix TpsibBa
Aa ce A00aBU U [TOYTH HEOTPA3eHOTO B IybamKaiyu ceauiie Bbpxy pumckus rpas Ulpia Oescus. Maaku
YACTH OT CEAMINA Ca POYYBAHH U B XHHTCPAAHAA HA CPCAHOBEKOBHUS Ipas UepBeH, BbpXy aHTHYHHTE YK-
penenu nentpose Hose Ao rp. Ceuiios u Aumym B rp. beaene, BppXy KbCHOAHTHYHOTO YKPEIACHHE AO C.
Puben, [TaeBencko u Haa pumckara Buaa B M. Maiitana o0 [Taesen. B mo-HoBo Bpeme orpanmdeHn o naouy
Pa3KOIIKH Ca OCBIECTBEHH B ceAHIIETO AO ¢. Pocuiya, [TaBaukencko (06p. 2), Tosa B M. Koaxaxsp B xuntep-
AaHAA Ha KpenocTTa ,Xoraand A0 CeBaneBo (o6p. 3) u B M. Bo6anos na 1,5 kM oT Maaapckara kpenocr.
KocBenn pAaHHU 32 PasIIOAOXKEHH AO TSX CPEAHOBEKOBHH CCAUIIIA AABAT U IIPOYICHUTE IBPKBH C HEKPOIIOAH
AO BEAUKOTBPHOBCKHTE cead XOTHUIIA U ACACHHUK, 3AaTapHIIKOTO [OpCKO HOBO CeAO, KAKTO U HEKPOIIOAHU-
te B M. Crpasara, roxHo ot Ilaesen, oo c. Kpymero, Beaukorsproscko u ao c. Surpa, [oproopsxoscko
(Kapra 1). Tasu xapTuHa 00sCHsBa 3210 AOCETAIIHUTE M3CACABAHHS Ha CEAHMIHATa Mpexa Ha Broporo
ObATapCcKO HapcTBO Ha ceBep oT Crapa MAaHHMHA Ca AOKAAHU U Pa3vUTaT Ha ,[I0-TBBPAUTE KaTO AAHHU U
[O-BUAMMH KATO CACAM YKPEIIACHHsI C PeaAHa HAU npeanoaaraema oosbpsanoct ¢ XII — XIV 8. Auncara
Ha aPXCOAOTMYCCKU PA3KOIKH U IPOTHBOPEIUBUTE U OTPAHHYCHH AAHHU OT TEPCHHUTE H3AMPBAHUS [IPO-
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BOKHPAT aBTOPHUTE A Ch3AABAT PETPOTPECUBHH MOACAH Ha 0a3a ocMaHCKUTE AaHbyHY onuck or XV B. ToBa
BOAM AO HECUTYPHOCT IIPH XapaKTEPU3UPAHETO HA CEAOTO Ha BTopoTo 6bArapcko 1apcTBo, KOATO HE MOXKeE
Aa O'bA€ KOMIICHCHPaHA OT IIOYTH AMIICBALINTE HCTOPHYECKU H3BOPU.

Ha to3u $oH ,,cBexxu” AAHHH MOXeXa Ad AAAAT caMO HHPPACTPYKTypHHUTE mpoyuBaHus. LHTepecHu
0sixa pasKOIIKUTE HA CEAHILETO OT BToporo 6bArapcko Lapctso 1o tpacero Ha mst E-79 ,,Buaun — Py-
xuHIU — Monrana“ npu c. Caana 6apa, Buanncko (06p. 4, Kapra 1). Cpea HoBuTe paHHH 0co6€eHO 3Hade-
HHUE IPUAOGHBAT IPOYYBAHUATA 10 TPACETO Ha ,baakancku motok”. Asa obexra (N 1007 u Ne 1008) 6s1xa
M3CACABAHH B pailoHa Ha c. Bpankosuu, o6m. Ipamasa (06p. 5). [Ipeku AaHHH 3a ceaMIne OT IEPHOAA Ha
BropoTo 6bArapcko mapcTBo npeaocTabuxa paskonkure Ha 06ext Ne 4002 Ao c. Baapuns, Aosemxo (06p.
6, 06p. 7). KocBenu AaHHM 3a ceAMIIa, HAH HAl-MaAKOTO 32 IIPUCHCTBUE C HEYTOYHEH XapaKTep B IIEPHOAA
Ha Broporo 61)Arapc1<o LJapCTBO, Ca PETUCTPUPAHU U IIPU IPOYYBAHETO HA ob6exT N2 1000 a0 Bpwpiuka gyka,
o6ext N2 1012 po rp. I'pamaaa, o6ext Ne 3001 B semauiero Ha rp. Musus, o6exr N 5020 B M. [Tamas yemma
Ao c. Opaosew, [Toackorppmbemko u o6ext N 5021 ao c. MBanua, [Toackorpsmbemko (Kapra 1).

Hosute mpoy4BaHust 0 TpaceTo Ha ra3onpoBOAA ,DaAKaHCKH HOTOK HOTBBPAUXA IPEAXOAHUTE Ha-
OAIOACHMS 32 CEAUIIA C Pa3BUTA MaTepUaAHa KyATypa. M3roAsBaHHTE OCHOBHO BKOIIAHU KUAMILA ChC CTCHH
C KOAOBO-IIACTEHA KOHCTPYKLHS IPOABAXKABAT HAKOM TPAAHLIMH HA PAHHOCPEAHOBEKOBHOTO CTPOHUTEA-
crBo. Tasu xapakTepHa 3a ceaara Ha Broporo 6bArapcko LapcTBO XKHAHUIHA KATETOPUS LI¢ CPELIHEM U B
rpapoBeTe ot mepuoaa. Ilpsikara Bpb3ka MeXAY LICHTPOBETE M TEXHUSI XUHTCPAAHA CE IIOKA3Ba H OT CAHAK-
BOCTTA B MATEPHAAHATA KYATYpa. PasAMYHs MOraT Aa ce TBPCAT IO-CKOPO B HACUTEHOCTTA C MATCPHAAH B
ceAaTa, II0Ka3Balla [0-OrPAHMYCHHUTE Bb3MOXHOCTH Ha obuTareante uM. ToBa 0bade He MOXeE A ce IIpUeMe
KaTO IPaBUAO, KAKTO IOKa3BaT HAKOU 6OraTH HAXOAKH OT HEKPOIIOAHTE AO C. SIHTpa u B obext N2 1012 a0
rp. Ipamaaa, Busuncko (KapTa 1). Haauduero Ha AaHHU 33 LYbpKBa € 000COOECH HEKPOIIOA IIPU HAKOU OT
U3CACABAHHUTE OOCKTH CBIIO € MHAMKALMS 32 OPTAHUSHPAHU M HEBUHATH OCAHH OOLIHOCTH.

Pesyararute ot ,baskaHcku MOTOK HOCTaBUXa Ha PasraexkAaHe U pobaema 3a Tororpadusra Ha ceaa-
T2 0T Broporo 6barapcko napcrso B Aynasckara paBHuHa. Ha ¢pona Ha nsobuauero ot ceanma or [Tspsoro
OBATAPCKO LIAPCTBO (VII — X 8.) teau or XII — XIV B. caxam oTchCTBAT OT IIAOAOPOAHHTE U YAOOHH 3a
obuTaBaHe YACTH HA CHLIMHCKATA paBHUHA. AAHHHUTE Ca OTPAHHYCHH, HO OQOPMSIILIATA CE KAPTHHA CABA AU
€ CaMO CACACTBHE OT CTEIICHTA H XapaKTepa Ha apPXCOAOTNYECKUTE IpoyuBaHust. PeayaraTute oT paskomkure
U TEPCHHUTE UBAUPBAHUS Ch3AABAT IIPEACTABA 32 TOASIMA KOHIICHTPALIMS Ha CEAMINATA B T. HAP. ,3alIUTCHN
sonu”. Te ca perucrpupanu okoao uspuramure ce B nepuepusita Ha [Ipepbaskana uAM B ChIMHCKATa
paBHuHa Bb3BulieHHs. Cpelame I B XMHTEPAAHAA HA TPAAOBETE U KperocTute Ha Broporo 6barapcko
LJAPCTBO U B IPOCTPAHCTBATA HA U30CTABEHUTE AHTHYHU U AOPH PAHHOCPCAHOBEKOBHHM yKpernaeHust. Ha-
AHILIE Ca M UBKAIOUCHHS KaTO HOBOIIPOy4eHHTE 00eKTH BbB Bruanucko n npu Baapuns, Aoseuxo (KapTa 1).
Tasu yacTHYHA TOBTOPSIEMOCT € MOAEAA HA CEAMIHOTO pasButue mpe3 V — VI B. Moxe aa ce 0bsicHu ¢ mo-
CTOsHHaTa 3armaaxa Hap HaceaeHueto B CeBepHa bwarapus npes XIII — XIV B. BepositHo ToBa € A0Beso
U AO »HU3IIpa3BaHe" Ha CHIMHCKATA PABHUHA — AAHHU 32 KOETO MOTAT AA CE THPCAT U B PAHHUTE OCMAHCKH
peructpu ot XV — Hasaaoto Ha X VI B. (Kapra 2, Kapra 3).

IpoyuBanusiTa ITO TPACETO HA ra30IIPOBOAA , DAaAKAHCKM OTOK™ 32 IIP'BB ITBT XBBPAUXA CBETAMHA BBPXY
CAUH HEH3CACABAH APXCOAOTHYECKH ACIEKT OT KYATYpaTa Ha O'bATAPCKUTE 3¢MH IIPE3 OCMAHCKHS IIEPUOA
(XV - XVII B.), a HIMEHHO TO3H Ha CeAOTO. B Tasu Hacoxa MHPOPMATHBHH ce OKasaxa IIPOYYBAHHUATA HA
obext N2 1000 npu Bpwpinka uyka, B semanmiero Ha c. MisBop maxasa, Buauscko, Ha moAyBKoImaHa CTOIMaHCKa
noctporika ot XV B. Ha 06ext N2 2001 a0 c. PacoBo, 06m. Meakosery (KapTa 1). OT roAsMOTO ceAMIIE OT OC-
MaHCKHs IIepuoa Ao c. [opun Ap6HuK, [TaeBencko, B o6ext Ne 3008 e npoydena usba na sxuanme (06p. 9).
CAeAH OT IPUCHCTBHE IPE3 OCMAHCKHUS IEPHOA 6s1xa PETUCTPUPAHU U HA obext N2 1008 a0 c. bpankosiy,
Buauncko, u Ha o6ext N2 3001 a0 rp. Mususa. Hekponoa Ha 6Am3KO0, cera nsde3naso ceao ot XVIII — Ha-
qasoro Ha XIX B., 6e npoyuen Ha o6ext N2 A10/2 ao rp. Aumoso, Buanncko (Kapra 1). [Ipeamer Ha un-
$pactpyxrypHo npoyusate 6e obexr N 7 Ha et -1 (E-79) a0 c. Topusne, 06a. Bupaun (Kapra 1). Ot
CEAULIETO ca IIPOydeHH 25 BKomanu sxuauina. KeM 1sx TpsiOBa Aa ce A00aBAT U TP HAa3eMHU CTPYKTYPH —
JKHUAHMILA HAH CTOITAHCKH ITOCTPOMKH, KAKTO U MHOXXECTBO SIMH € pasAMYHM $yHKuuu ¥ nem. [ Ipoydenusr
XPHCTHSIHCKH HEKPOIIOA € IIPEAOCTaBHA AaTH MeXAy 1470/80 1 1637/39 r., KOUTO IIOTBBP)KAABAT AATUPOB-
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Kara Ha ceAnIneTo MexAy kpast Ha XIV u XVII B.

Apyrusr sHaqum 00eKT, PAasKpHT 1o BpeMe Ha HoBuTe npoyuBaHus B CesepHa bparapus, 6e N2 5021
Ao c. MBanuya, 06w, IToacku Tppmbemm. Ceaoro noxpusa maow ot Hap 200 axa. [TpemunaBanero Ha raso-
IPOBOAA ITO3BOAU Aa ce U3cAaeABaT Hap 10 AKa, KOUTO ce 0OKa3axa cBOCOOpPa3eH paspes Ha FOASIMO CEAO OT OC-
MaHCKHs ieproA (06p. 8, 06p. 10). B pesyarar 6s1xa npoyuenu 27 Bkonanu u 3 HaseMHu xuauma (o6p. 11),
4] BKOITAHM CTOIAHCKHU MTOCTPOMKH (o6p. 12), CACAH OT 7 TOAEMH Ha3eMHH CTOIAHCKH CTPAAU — KOILIAPH,
06opu HAU IIACBHH, 33 AOMAKHHCKH IIELIM U 5 OTHUINA, A HAPEA € TSX U CAHO KOBALIKO OTHUILIE U IIel] 32
usnuyaHe Ha kepamuka. CTOMAHCKUSAT )KUBOT Ha OOMTATEANTE HA CeAULIETO Oe OTpaseH u oT 98 nscaeaBanu
SIMM M €AVIH YaCTHYHO PasKpHT KaaseHell. MacaeaBanute 15 rpoba mocraBruxa HHTEPECHH BBIIPOCH 3a AY-
XOBHHsI )XHBOT U 32 morpebaanuTte obuyau Ha obutareaute.

ApXeoAOrHYECKOTO H3CACABAHE HA CEAaTa OT OCMAHCKHUSA IepHOA B DpArapus e eaBa B Ha4aAOTO CH.
INpoyuBanusra mo ,baskaHCKM MOTOK® pasKpUBAT MaTepPUAAHA KYATYPA, KOSTO OYAKBAHO CC SIBSIBA Ha-
CACAHHUK Ha Tasu Ha Broporo 6barapcko napcerso. Hapea ¢ ToBa 0sixa 3aCBUACTEACTBAHU M PEAMIIA HOBH
MOMEHTH, OTPa3HAH BAHSHHETO Ha OCMAHCKHTE 3aBOCBATEAH U IPOHHUKBaIuTe oT 3amasHa u LlenTpasna
EBpoma tenaenuuu. I[Ipomenure sacsrar kepaMuKaTa, KOCTIOMa H €AEMEHTUTE MY, KAKTO U CBBP3aHUTE C
Hero HakuTh. HabA0aaBa ce ¥ IPOHUKBAHETO U MACOBOTO PAsIPOCTPAHEHHE HA MAaHU(AKTYPHH CTOKU OT
3amaaHa u Llenrpaana Eppoma. ITosBsBaT ce u HOBU €A€MEHTH B MACOBOTO JKHAHUILE K AOPH HOBH IIOPOAH
JKMBOTHH. 3aCBHACTEACTBAHO € M HABAU3AHETO HA HEITO3HATH AOTOIaBa MIOPOLIU U MOAH B )KHBOTA HA CEAATA
KaTo MyIIEHETO.

Maxkap apxeoAaorudecKuTe npoydBaHusi Ha 06exTd oT BropoTo 6bArapcko LapcTBO U OT OCMaHCKUSI
IIEPHOA 10 TPAceTo Ha ,baakancku moToK" Aa Os1xa orpaHuYeHH KaTo OpOil U 06eM, Te IIPEAOCTABUXA CBEXKH
AAHHH 32 ucTopusATa 1 apxeosorusita Ha CesepHa brparapus mexay XII u XVII 8. Hapea ¢ ToBa Te otHO-
BO [TOCTAaBHXa HA PA3TACKAAHE BBIIPOCHTE 32 0OAMKA U XapaKTepa Ha CeAATa B PABHMHHATA YaCT OT 3EMUTE
MexAy Aynas u Crapa nmaanuna npes Passutoro u KbcHoTo cpeaHoBexkoBHe. 32 OCMAaHCKHS IIEPHOA (Xv
— XVII B.) Te3u HOBU AQAHHU AOPH C€ ABSBaT HOB MOMEHT B O'bATapcKaTa CPEAHOBEKOBHA APXCOAOTHS, AO-
KOAKOTO IPEAH TOBA IIOAOOHH [IPOYYBAHMUS HE Ca OCHIECTBSIBAHMU.

KarouoBu aymu: ceanuia, Aynascka paBHuHa, BTopo 6bATapcko LapcTBO, OCMAaHCKH IIEPHOA
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