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ABSTRACT

The current paper aims at presenting the results from the 2000 — 2001 excavations at Lozenets resi-
dential district — Yuzhen (South) Park, Sofia. The remains of a church from the 340s — 350s were docu-
mented. This church functioned until the late 410s. Later on, the site used to be a significant architectural
complex composed of a single-apse, three-nave basilica surrounded by walls with towers at the corners that
also held massive buildings southwest of the basilica’s narthex and atrium courtyard. The complex was built
immediately after the first decade of the 5* c. and functioned in this initial form until nearly the end of the
same century. Certain changes due to tumultuous circumstances occurred before the end of the century.
Subsequent reconstructions of the complex were carried out around the middle of the 6® c. These changes
probably indicate that the complex was losing its religious functions and that a lay population had settled in
the enclosed space.

During the latest period of occupation of the site, the production of household pottery developed.
Three two-chamber kilns for firing clay vessels and the related pits have also been discovered. Production
activity took place in the space south of the main basilica building and within the enclosed area. The kilns
belong to the widespread type with a round (oval) chamber in plan and a supporting pillar for the perforated
floor. Based on stratigraphic observations, coins, and archacomagnetic analysis, the kilns were dated in the
late 6 c. They were used for the production of local coarse and glazed cooking and table wares.

The entire complex stopped functioning and was abandoned in the carly 7* c.

Keywords: Early Byzantine church complex, 6® - carly 7* c., glazed pottery production, pottery kilns

General data for the complex

During construction for a building of the so-called Yuzhen Park Housing Group in the Lozenets
residential district (fig. 1 - 2, fig. 4) in late February 2000, a hitherto unknown archacological site
was partially destroyed. The site is located in a nearly straight line about 3.5 km from the Southern
Gate of Serdica and southwest of the intersection of today’s Kozyak and Bogatitsa Streets. Until re-
cently, it was set within a park immediately northeast of the famous Turkish Tabia (fig. 1 - 2). The
impressive late antique mausoleum is also very close, about 250 — 300 m away, along today’s Dim-
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Fig. 1. The Mausoleum (1) and the Early Christian complex (2) in today’s Lozenets residential district — South Park
O6p. 1. Mas3onesam (1) u paHHOXpUCMUAHCKUAM KoMnJiekc (2) 8 OHewHUs keapman ,JlozeHey — KOxeH napk”

itar Hadzhikotsev Street (fig. 1, fig. 3; [Ilaaaranos, Fsanos 2006, 314 ff.; Fsanos 2008, 149 ff.).!

Rescue excavations of the site’s remains were undertaken within the building plot in 2000 and
2001, and an area of about 900 m? was surveyed (fig. 5). After these excavations were completed and
the site’s borders were delineated, it became clear that a portion of the site around 580 — 600 m? in
size had been destroyed during construction, including about 80 % of the main basilica building that
is adjoined to the northern wall revealed in the excavation area (fig. 5). In the autumn 0f 2001, a geo-
physical survey was carried out that revealed the site used to be a significant architectural complex
composed of a single-apse, three-nave basilica surrounded by walls with towers at the corners that
also held massive buildings southwest of the basilica’s narthex and atrium courtyard. According to
analysis of the complex, we can assume it encompassed a total area of around 2800 m?* (fig. 6).> As a

! The monument was studied in the early 1950s by Dr. Ivan Velkov and arch. Sava Bobchev, becoming known as
the so-called Basilica in Gorni Lozenets (Beaxos 1954, 117 — 118; Bacuaesa 1984, 79 — 86; Yanesa-Aeuencka 1999,
30, 06p. 7).

% The electromagnetic research was conducted by + Eng. Iliyan Katevski at the request of Eng. Petar Mitanov, then
director of the Old Sofia Municipal Enterprise. The profiles laid out on the ground were tailored to the specific situation
of the site — asphalted alleys, permanent vegetation, landfills of earth and stones, etc. Despite such complications, the
results of the complex’s analysis can be considered trustworthy since massive structures are concerned. The southern
enclosure wall was probably more than 30 m south of the basilica.
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Fig. 2. The position of the complex in the modern environment

0O6p. 2. Macmomo Ha KomMnJiekca 8 CbepeMeHHama cpeod

result of the two archaeological campaigns in 2000 — 2001,’ the surviving parts of the complex in the
plot were studied, and the main periods of habitation and construction there were clarified (fig. 5).*

Periods of construction, use and habitation. General features, chronology and periodiza-
tion

A few isolated finds are associated with the Late Roman period (3" - early 4" c.). These consist
of: coins from the second half of the 3™ — first decade of the 4™ c., a fragment of a votive relief, and
a part of a tablet with Greek letters, both of which can be dated to the 3" c.> No other artifacts or
traces of construction that could be related to the same time were registered in the study area.

? The excavations were carried out with funding from the investor and the participation of students of Archacology
and History from Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” and New Bulgarian University. I am grateful and obliged
for their positive attitude, understanding, and quality work, and I hope the work was beneficial to them as well. I can
note with great pleasure that not a small number of them are already established professional scholars and lecturers
(archaeologists and historians), with defended scientific and educational degrees and academic titles.

# The site has been presented in the scholarly literature (Aackasos u ap. 2001, 131 - 133; Aackaaos u ap. 2002,
123 - 126; Aackaaos, Topsnosa 2009, 118 — 136); it also has been presented in reports at national and international
scholarly forums dedicated to the secular and Christian history and archaeology of Serdica at home and abroad
(Daskalov, Goryanova 2009, 151 — 162) as well as in exhibitions (Aackasos, TopstHosa 2019, 69 — 73). Significant
numismatic material from the site has been released, too (Boxxosa 2000, 18 — 37; Boxkosa 2004, 73 — 86). Data
from the archacomagnetic study of samples from the kilns have also been published (Jordanova et al. 2003, 146 - 158;
Kovacheva et al. 2004, 1463 — 1479).

> Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bistra Bozhkova identified the coins, and t Prof. Vasilka Gerasimova was consulted for the other
two artifacts.
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Fig. 3. Topographic situation on Lozenets hill: the late antique mausoleum on Dimitar Hadzhikotsev Street and the church
complex

06p. 3. Tonoepaghcka cumyayus Ha JIO3eHCKUA XBJIM: KbCHOAGHMUYeH mas3osel Ha yn. ,JJumumasp Xadxukoyes” u
UBPKOBHUSA KOMNJIEKC
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Fig. 4. The built-up plots and the complex revealed sectors
06p. 4. 3acmpoeHume napyesu u paskpumama 4acm Ha Komniexkca
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The first stage of construction in the study area was connected with a church, of which only the
apse with a massive floor screed and a step to the altar area was revealed. On the church’s exterior
were connected pilasters that decorated its fagade. The building was likely a single-nave, single-apse
church (fig. 5). The internal diameter of the apse is about 5.20 m, and its wall is 0.90 m thick.
The apse’s masonry was of crushed stone alternating with brick courses, judging from its preserved
height. The church was destroyed during a subsequent construction phase and its materials reused.
Construction waste consisting of fragments of bricks and tiles, crushed stone, and mortar rubble
were left below the basilica’s construction level or used as fill to level the terrain. According to coin
finds from key stratigraphic locations, the early church’s construction can be related to the 340s -
350s.¢ According to the rich numismatic material from the church, it functioned (i.c. was actively
visited and donated to) until the end of the 410s. Its destruction is marked by a coin hoard (No.
1, partially preserved) found next to the threshold of the altar area that was covered with mortar
debris; the latest coin in the hoard is from 408 — 423). This data is also confirmed by a coin hoard
(No. 3, from a pit filled during leveling), containing coins completely identical to those in No. 1
(Boxkosa 2004, Taba. 3 — 4).”

The establishment of a basilica complex marks the next stage of construction and takes the
form of a three-nave, single-apse basilica surrounded by a wall 1.05 — 1.10 m thick. Towers rose in
the northwestern and northeastern corners of the enclosure. An atrium with porticoes to the east
and west was located west of the main building; to the south were added buildings that remain un-
revealed, and no arguments have been advanced for their interpretation. The northern wall is about
55 m long west — east while the external dimensions of the wall’s towers are 7.50 x 9 m west — east
(they have an internal area of 37 — 38 m?). The exterior dimensions of the basilica are: 31 m long
from the end of the apse to the far side; 16.70 m wide from the east; and 17.20 m wide from the
west. The basilica’s interior is divided into three naves: the central aisle is 7.40 m wide, and the side
ones are each 3.10 — 3.20 m wide. The narthex measures 15.40 (north — south) x 4.20 m (west —
east); its conch ceiling is 3.40 m in diameter and 1.75 m deep (fig. 5).® The apse’s internal diameter
is 5.40 — 5.50 m, and it is about 3 m deep.

The basilica’s masonry is in opus mixtum with the first band of bricks (preserved in three cours-
es) at a height of 0.64 — 0.65 m above the plinth, and the walls are 0.82 - 0.84 m thick. The floor
is covered with a pink mortar screed set on a bed of fragmented bricks, tiles, and crushed stone.
The atrium is trapezoidal in plan, and its wider side is oriented to the south. Along the western and
eastern sides, stylobates of porticoes have been revealed that were structurally connected to the
other buildings. Rectangular column bases are preserved on them 77 sizu. The courtyard is 16 m
(north - south), 14.5 m wide from the south, and about 13 m wide from the north. The porticoes
are about 1.50 m wide. The column bases (steps) are placed every 2 m. The western portico floor

¢ It is worth noting that among the extremely rich numismatic finds (about 2,400 specimens in total), small
denominations from the 4* and 5* c. predominate. We could associate them with pilgrims’ symbolic donations (mites).
Another interesting finding is the absence of coins minted in the lifetime of Constantine I the Great; several specimens
bearing his image and name are posthumous. In general, coin circulation increased sharply in 340s. “ Given the attested
amount of coins from these years, it could be concluded that there was already a lively activity in the architectural complex”
(Boxkosa 2004, 75). A certain correction could be made to the opinion expressed by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bistra Bozhkova:
this lively activity took place during visits to the Early Christian single-nave church since the complex as such did not
yet exist.

7 The numerous latest coins from the layer below the building level of the basilica are from the period 395 - 408.
Two of the hoards (referred to as Nos. 1 and 3 in the documentation, which is adopted in the cited works) also pertain
to the same layer and the data from them do not contradict the mentioned period.

% A massive threshold block 1.48 — 1.50 m long, 0.64 — 0.65 m wide, and 0.40 — 0.42 m tall was found among the
debris thrown out by the construction equipment. There are holes 5 — 8 cm in diameter at both ends that mark axles for
adouble door, possibly at the basilica’s entrance.
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is covered with plain, standard square bricks; they are raised relative to others used nearby and so
possibly mark a repair. The open space and portico in front of the basilica fagade are paved with
bipedal bricks laid on a stable base and using plentiful pink mortar (fig. 5).

After a geophysical survey, an irregular rectangular shape of the walled space measuring ap-
proximately 53 — 55 (west — east) x 48 — 50 m (north — south) is assumed. It is unclear whether
there were corner towers to the southwest and southeast. Massive walls have been registered inside
the walled enclosure that are rectangular in plan and likely connected rooms that may belong to
a single complex. They are well-marked in the southwestern portion of the enclosure south of the
atrium and the basilica’s narthex (fig. 6).

From observations made during the excavations, two construction phases can be distinguished
for the complex: the first and a subsequent one when repairs, additions, and alterations were made.
The complex was built immediately after the first decade of the 5* ¢.” and functioned in this initial
form until nearly the end of the same century. Certain changes due to tumultuous circumstances
occurred before the end of the century after the reign of Emperor Leo I (457 — 474). As a resul,
some of the complex’s canals no longer functioned; accumulations of mortar rubble have been
recorded as well as fragments of wall paintings, pieces of mortar joints, fragments of architectural
details, and pieces of marble tiles of two thicknesses denoting their original placement in walls and
floors. Regular coin circulation ceased for about two decades. The following coins belonged to
Emperor Anastasius (491 — 518) from pre-reform issues. Contemporarily with them also appeared
single post-reform denominations of the same emperor.

Subsequent reconstructions of the complex were carried out around the middle of the 6™ c.
Massive pillars made of crushed stone held together with white, highly sandy mortar were added to
the inner face of the enclosure wall. Six of them were revealed in the northeastern corner, and they
were probably intended to hold wooden platforms as on the top of a fortress wall. They measure
0.9 - 1.10 x 1.40 m and stand about 2.50 m apart. Their plinths are 0.45 to 0.60 m higher than the
floor level (and thresholds) in the complex, which corresponds to the pavements of reused bricks
located southeast of the apse,'® south of the basilica to the inner face of the eastern enclosure wall
between the pilasters.

The layer below this level was abundantly saturated with whole and fragmented bricks and tiles,
stones with mortar stuck to them, pieces of mortar from joints and plasters, household pottery,
fragments of window glass and glassware (mainly lamps and glasses), whole nails and fragments of
them, wedges and iron I'T-shaped brackets, bronze and lead plates, and other metal objects prob-
ably belonging to wooden constructions. Apparently, all of this debris is remnants of repairs and
reconstruction. The basilica’s interior was also renovated: an entrance was opened in its southern
wall near the conch arch of the narthex and benches were built inside the nave along its southern
wall as well as in the narthex.!

? The latest coins from the strata for leveling and raising the terrain for large-scale construction come from the
period up to 408. This date is also confirmed by a coin under the mortar pit south of the entrance to the northeastern
tower, which dates from 402 — 408. The floor in the atrium was laid on a well-leveled and tamped ground and was made
of bipedal bricks; the joints were carefully filled with hydrophobic mortar. A categorical terminus post quem for this
floor’s and the complex’s construction as a whole are the coins found under the pavement dating from the late 4* — carly
5% c., the latest one of which is a minima of Emperor Honorius of a type struck until 408. A coin of the same emperor
but of a slightly later issue was found in the fill above the dismantled (?) apse of the single-nave church. The coin series
found in mortar lumps are from the last two decades of the 4™ c. (of Valentinian IT and Theodosius I).

1% A coin of Emperor Justin IT and Sophia (struck 573/574) was found in the layer above.

""" A 16-nummi coin of Emperor Justinian I was found in the clay for fixing the stones of the benches in the nar-
thex; at the level of the secondary entrance in the southern wall of the basilica was found a half follis of Emperor Justin

II (struck 565/567).

12
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These changes probably indicate that the complex was losing its religious functions and that a
lay population had settled in the enclosed space. The floor inside the northeastern tower was raised
with a layer of yellow-brown clay soil, in which traces (holes) of vertical beams for roofing have
been registered. The tower’s interior was also divided into four parts (pl. 8). Secondary pavements
of reused bricks have been traced in the rooms next to the basilica’s southern wall (pl. 7). In all
these cases coins from the days of Justin I, Justinian I, and Justin II and Sophia were found above
the repairs. Mass pottery finds increased significantly, consisting of vessels of a domestic nature
such as kitchen pots with lids, vessels for storing products (cruses and pithoi), and ceramic lamps.
Tableware is also well-represented: jugs, flat-bottomed amphorae, cups, and bowls. Metal artifacts
are also evidence of everyday life: well-known types of fibulae, knives, needles, tweezers, piercing
instruments, etc. (fig. 10).

During the next latest' period of occupation of the site, the production of household pottery
developed, with part of the output having a glazed surface. Kilns for firing clay vessels have also
been discovered. Production activity took place in the space south of the main basilica building and
within the enclosed area. A wall of crushed stones and reused fragments of bricks stuck together
with clay was built next to the basilica’s exterior southeastern corner. It continues in an easterly di-
rection into unexplored terrain and probably encloses the “potters’ sector” (fig. 7).

The quality clays in the area apparently had been exploited for centuries.”® The kiln for firing
building ceramics needed for the complex’s construction was associated with the exploitation of
these clay deposits. It is located immediately north of the supposed route of the northern enclosure
wall (about 3.5 - 4 m away from the basilica). Two houses that belong to the modern residential
complex at the site were built over it (fig. 7: 1). The structure has been significantly affected by mod-
ern construction works; part of it was filled with concrete for the foundations of the new buildings.
The base of an arch was also placed approximately in the middle of the kiln along its north — south
axis (pl. 1: 1 - 3).

This prevented full study of the kiln, but the parts of it that were uncovered still provide valu-
able information. The opening to the combustion chamber was from the south. Along the length
of the combustion chamber were support pillars for the grate, three from the east and two from
the west. These pillars were arranged along the chamber’s interior walls, made of standard bricks
(approximately 0.30 x 0.30 m in size), and fixed with clay (preserved up to two courses tall); the

12 This final phase can thus be called Early Byzantine. Data and artifacts from other periods before present were
also found during excavations. This is the partially preserved oven marked No. 1: a dome of fragmented bricks joined
with clay and a bottom with a fired screed. It was likely domestic and was revealed southeast of the basilica’s apse at the
level of its collapse. According to the pottery fragments found in and around it, it can be attributed to the Late Middle
Ages. For more precise dating come the mangir (of Suleyman I or Bayezid II) and akge (of Bayezid II, 1481 - 1512)
found there. Other characteristic finds (vessel and pipe fragments) appeared in the northwestern tower sector. The ar-
chacomagnetic sample suggests the same dating: a firing in the period of 1460 — 1620 (or more precisely: 1513 — 1583,
see below). Apparently, this part of the Lozenets hill was inhabited during these centuries. An indirect indication is
also the toponym of Korubaglar (korubaglars) which in translation means vineyard in the grove or vineyard in the forest,
and a bit later kurubaglar, where “0” has changed to “u” and the meaning has already changed to the dry vineyards. The
locality is mentioned in the records of Evliya Celebi.

' The deposits of quality clay, fit for producing various ceramic products, have been exploited even in modern
times, from the last decade of the 19% c. to the late 1950s. The current South Park is famous for its brickworks and fac-
tories (the earliest one from 1890 belonged to Hristo Kalpakchiev, built precisely in the Korubaglar area). According to
historical data, there were a total of 17 brickyards here. The most famous was the Golden Lion Factory (built in 1930)
of Eng. Nikola Hr. Popov, which was quite modern for its time and was established precisely because of the volume and
quality of the nearby clay resources. Apparently, they were known to the nearby population for centuries and were used
for the production of various ceramics. During the construction in 1964 of the current Lozenets University Hospital
Complex (former Government Hospital), the large diggings for clay extraction were clearly visible. In the 1950s and
1960s, the brickyards in Lozenets had a rather unenviable and sad reputation among the people of Sofia.

14
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studied portion of the kiln is 2.20 m long (from the north it was also filled with reinforced con-
crete, the removal of which was not possible). The width has been established with certainty at 2.95
meters. The distance between the rows of pillars (west — east) is about 1.40 meters, and the rows
are not arranged in axial symmetry. The kiln body consists of a massive wall of stones and building
ceramics (up to 0.20 — 0.24 m thick) and a thick clay screed. Due to the current condition of the
kiln, the presence, location, and dimensions of a partition wall intended to carry a perforated floor
along the length of the chamber are not clear. The floor is not well leveled; it became deformed
with use and bears traces of heavy burning and black-brown patches. The entire interior of the kiln
is similarly colored, probably from repeated firing (pl. 1). The kiln’s construction and operation can
be associated with the building of the large church complex (there is no specific data on any chrono-
logical correlation). The possibility that it was used in the previous century and for construction of
the earlier church cannot be completely ruled out.

During Late Antiquity, production of building ceramics (bricks) was also established in the
immediate vicinity of the site, about 300 m northwest (as the crow flies) at the base of a hill (fig. 3).
A kiln was discovered adjacent to the late antique mausoleum on what is now Dimitar Hadzhikot-
sev Street. It was researched simultaneously with the excavations of the complex in 2001 (Kosapes
2004, 86 — 90; Illasaranos, Msanos 2006, 314 ff.; Hsanos 2008, 149 — 160). Its construction is
very well clarified, and the kiln’s operation was undoubtedly related to the impressive building’s
construction (Kosapes 2004, 86 — 90).

Kilns for manufacturing pottery were discovered at the site as well. They as well as other ar-
tifacts (vessel fragments and defective wares deformed and cracked during firing with burnt glaze
found around them) are evidence of iz sizu production. These kilns are located to the south of the
basilica in a walled space (fig. 7: 2). The wall is of spolia fixed with clay and has an uneven width of
0.70 - 0.80 m and a shallow foundation. It has a built-in channel for the drainage of ground water
(possibly also water related to production). A collection pit was formed nearby to the south and
was later filled in. The kiln is on a slope due to the unevenness of the terrain from south to north
(pl. 2). The studied pottery kilns were numbered according to the order of their discovery in 2000
as Nos. 2 — 4. Kiln No. 4 has not been fully revealed: it is located right on the border of the prop-
erty and continues to the south. The most complete data is available for kilns Nos. 2 and 3.

Kiln No. 2 (fig. 8) is situated about 1.60 m south of the southeastern outer corner of the ba-
silica, inside the space enclosed by the stone-mud wall (fig. 7: 2). It is dome-shaped and has two
chambers and a dividing grate with openings for the passage of hot air (pl. 3 — 4). The highest
preserved diameter of the upper chamber is 1.27 m, and at the grate level the chamber is 1.45 m in
diameter. The walls of the upper chamber (the dome) are 7 — 9 cm thick. The grate is partially pre-
served at its northwestern side (fig. 8, pl. 3), and it is about 8 — 10 cm thick; its holes are 5 — 8 cm
in diameter. The maximum preserved depth of the upper chamber is 0.38 — 0.40 m from the top
of its preserved walls to the grate. Supporting pillars or other weight-bearing structural elements
were not registered iz situ, but in the process of exposing the area under the preserved part of the
grate, we came across large rounded fragments of clay, which are undoubtedly parts of a similar
construction that was possibly disturbed at the end of the kiln’s use. The depth of the combustion
chamber from the floor to the grate underside is 0.28 m. The bottom of the chamber is formed
with fragments of bricks and thickly plastered with clay; it is strongly burnt and covered with a
thick layer of gray-black ash.

14 They are present in a specialized research. Some of the information on the numbering of the kilns, their mutual
location, construction notes and some of the parameters specified by Alexander Harizanov (Xapusanos 2019, 661 -
664) is not correct.
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Pl. 1. Kiln for ceramic building material: 1, 2. Discovery of the eastern and western parts of the kiln for ceramic building ma-
terial (view from the south); 3. The explored part of the kiln (view from the south)

Tabno 1. [lew; 3a cmpoumenHa Kepamuka: 1, 2. Peeucmpupare Ha u3mo4yHama u 3anadHama 4acm Ha newymad 3a
cmpoumesniHa kepamuka (nozned om 102); 3. [lpoyyeHama 4acm Ha neuyma (nozaed om i02)
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Pl. 2. 1. The enclosing wall and kiln No. 2 at the moment of discovery (view from the north); 2. Kiln No. 2 and the wall (from
the south); 3. The wall on the construction level of the basilica

Ta6so 2. 1. Oepaxoawama cmeHa u newy N° 2 npu paskpusaHemo (nozied om cesep); 2. lew N2 2 u cmeHama (om 102); 3.
CmeHama 8vpxy cmpoumesiHomo HU8o Ha basunukama

18
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2 3

Pl. 3. 1. The moment of discovery of kiln No. 2; 2. Exploration stage: cleaned chamber floor; 3. The kiln and stoking pit during
the uncover (view from the east)

Tabno 3. 1. PecucmpupaHe Ha newj N© 2; 2. Eman Ha npoy4saHe: noducmeH nod Ha kamepamad; 3. lMewyma u
npednewjHama sama npu npoy4saHemo (nozsied om u3mok)
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0 Im

Fig. 8. Horizontal plan and section of kilns Nos. 2 and 4
O6p. 8. XopuzoHmareH niaH u paspes Ha newu N° 2 u N° 4

The diameter of the lower (combustion) chamber is equal to that above the grate (1.45 m).
The service opening is to the west where the stoking pit (working designation No. 2) was laid out
(pl. 3 — 4). Its sides are formed by rows of mud-fixed bricks that became black with repeated firing
of the kiln. The lower portion of the opening is formed with horizontally arranged bricks that are
also very badly burnt. The lower part of the stoking pit (at its bottom) on both sides of the opening
is lined with crushed stones fixed with clay. It is 1.50 m deep (from the digging level where at dis-
covery there was an oval outline with dimensions of 1.95 m west — east and 1.76 m north — south).
Above the bottom it narrows in depth to about 1.20 m, and here there is a stratification of much ash

20
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and coal mixed with earth as a result of the kiln’s use. The pit was dug into sterile terrain.

During excavations in the southeastern portion of the bottom interior of the kiln, a sinkhole
was found filled with small pieces of bricks, pottery fragments (including a whole bottom of a
glazed vessel), and piceces of burnt clay. This fragmentary material was covered with a horizontally
placed tegula with a layer of wood ash and coal over it. From the section over the most destroyed
part of kiln No. 2, it became clear that it was built on top of an earlier kiln of similar construction
(marked with No. 4; pl. 5). Its entrance is from the southeast, and its floor was covered with frag-
ments of tegulae. The stoking pit is also located there, filled with pieces of burnt clay, coal, and ash;
fragmented pottery; and waste products (working designation pit No. 7).

A part of the combustion chamber opening was revealed, for the floor of which an entire tegula
was used (it was burnt to black, cracked, and covered with a thick layer of coal and ash). The floor of
the opening slopes from west to east. In the studied part of the opening and the chamber, traces of
very strong burning and cracks were detected, as a result of which the kiln went out of use. Repairs
were probably carried out during the course of its operation, however; the floor level of the lower
chamber was raised about 7 cm, for example.

Probable dimensions for the kiln, as established from finds within the section, are as follows:
the chamber diameter was about 1.30 — 1.40 m and the combustion chamber opening was 0.55 -
0.62 m wide. After taking damage, the kiln was filled with pieces of bricks, lumps of burnt clay from
the grate and walls, pieces of plaster, and pottery fragments, all to build the combustion chamber
of the later kiln (No. 2). The diameters of the chambers of both kilns are identical, i.e., kiln No. 2
generally follows the form of the earlier kiln over which it was built (fig. 8, pl. 5). The difference in
floor levels is about 0.40 m (fig. 8). Unlike kiln No. 2, the earlier one was accessed from the east,
from pit No. 7, which is very well outlined as an irregularly circular spot. A large portion of this kiln
is located in unexplored terrain (working designation Profile South-2). The two kilns have a similar
construction and were built and used in a relatively short period of time. After the damage caused
by kiln No. 4, the route of the drainage channel beginning from higher ground was also laid to the
south, whereby the filled pit was carefully bypassed and proximity to the eastern periphery of kiln
No. 2 was avoided. Gradually, this channel was filled with ash, coal, and waste products during the
kiln’s operation. Study of the sector containing kilns Nos. 2 and 4 could not be fully completed as
it continues outside the site.

Kiln No. 3 (fig. 9, pl. 6) is located west of the above two kilns and about 3 m south of the exte-
rior face of the basilica’s southern wall. It is two-chambered, dome-shaped, and slightly oval in plan
with external dimensions of 1.20 m (west — east) x 1.10 m (north - south). The dome wall is 8 - 10
cm thick. The grate is supported by a central pillar constructed of half-bricks set high and plastered
with clay. It is horizontal and consists of radially arranged clay beams (probably eight in number)
resting on the supporting pillar and attached to the inner part of the chamber by a thickened coat-
ing. Two of the beams are preserved iz situ, forming an entire diameter along the approximate west
— east axis 0.95 — 1 m long. A third beam is preserved entirely but has become detached and has
sunk into the lower chamber. A fourth beam only partially survives.

The depth of the lower chamber at the supporting pillar is 0.21 m, and the preserved height
of the dome above the level of the grate is 0.22 — 0.23 m. The floor of the lower chamber slopes
from north to south, i.e. from the back to the opening, the difference in levels being about 0.25 m.
The opening for the passage of hot air in the lower chamber is to the south. The actual combustion
chamber is positioned to the south and is 0.48 — 0.52 m long and 0.58 m wide (fig. 9). Judging from
the dimensions of the opening in the lower chamber, its depth was 0.70 m. Constructed of clay, it
was structurally connected to the other part and was strongly fired in a high temperature until gain-
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Fig. 9. Plan and section of kiln No. 3
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Pl. 4. 1. Kiln No. 2 with the stoking pit (view from the south); 2. Kiln No. 2 with the pit and the opening to the lower chamber
(view from the west)

Ta6no 4. 1. Mew N2 2 ¢ npednewHama ama (nozned om io2); 2. [Mewy N° 2 ¢ amama u omeopa Kem 00/IHAMA kamepa (nozseo
om 3anao)
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Pl. 5. Kilns Nos. 2 and 4 - overlapping of the combustion chambers

Tabno 5. Mewu N2 2 u N° 4 - 3acmwsngaHe Ha 20pUBHU Kamepu
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Pl. 6. 1. The moment of discovery of kiln No. 3; 2. Kiln No. 3 and a part of its stoking pit after their exploration
Tabno 6. 1. Peeucmpupate Ha neuwj N° 3; 2. [ewj N° 3 u yacm om npednewHama U AmMa 8 npoyyeH 8uo

25



Metodi Daskalov

ing the density of a brick. The bottom of the chamber is thickly coated in a layer of ash and coal, the
chamber’s ceiling was vaulted. This form of construction and the methods of firing and removing
hot air it enables is related to the prevention of direct contact between the fire and the vessels ar-
ranged for firing. The stoking pit (working designation No. 6) was registered and partially explored
to the south of the combustion chamber. The diameter of the chamber at its widest revealed extent
is 1.45 m (approximately along the chamber’s west — east axis). The full shape of the kiln has not
been determined since it partially lies in unexplored terrain.

The design of kilns Nos. 2 and 3 belongs to the widespread type with a round (oval) chamber in
plan and a supporting pillar for the perforated floor. Kiln No. 4 probably belongs to the same type.
Different variants are known and have been well-explored in today’s Bulgarian lands, neighboring
territories, and in general across the Late Roman Empire and its successor kingdoms. This type of
kiln is quite conservative and appeared before Christ and existed into the following centuries (the
Middle Ages).

The kilns presented at Lozenets have been arranged in a typology for the territories south of
the Danube river for the 1 — 6™ c. (see Xapusanos 2019, 661 — 664, cat. No. 169 on the kiln for
building ceramics; the other three kilns for household pottery have the original working number-
ing 2, 3, 4" and are cat. Nos. 170 — 172). In the interest of correcting the data from the field survey
of the structures, some clarifications can be made. The kiln for building ceramics has been assigned
provisionally to type II/b/1. The construction of the combustion chamber is unclear; whether
there was a retaining wall along its length is unknown. There is no data for the upper part of the
kiln (Xapusanos 2019, 104 - 108).

In general, all three kilns for household pottery can be assigned to type I/a of the proposed
typology (Xapusanos 2019, 82 — 83, 86 — 89). Kilns Nos. 2 and 4 (as represented here) are similar,
with No. 2 showing a central support pillar (though parts of it were out of place in the lower cham-
ber) that upholds the grate of the firing chamber. Nothing can be said for certain about No. 4; after
its failure or irreparable damage done to it, it was buried, and No. 2 was built on top of it so that the
two kilns’ chambers cohered in form. The latter was left entirely intact, so this did not allow the full
exposure of No. 4 (its lower combustion chamber in particular). In kiln No. 3, the two chambers
were separated by eight clay beams connected with a support pillar.

The dating of the kilns is based on stratigraphic situations and field observations supported by
many coins. The kilns have been dug into a layer containing coins from the last two decades of the
4™ and almost the entire 5* c. (of Theodosius I, Arcadius, Honorius, Theodosius II, Marcian and
Leo I) as well as Justin I's post-reform pentanummium. The half follis of Emperor Justin II (struck
570/571) is of particular importance for dating the use of kiln No. 2 (providing a terminus post
guem for it) and was found at the bottom of the stoking pit. The carlier kiln No. 4 was also dug
into a layer containing coins from the late 4" and 5% c., the latest of which was one coin from the
first decade of the 5% c. The layer into which the structures were dug was deposited during the time
when the early church building functioned, when the whole complex was constructed in the early
5 c. (probably soon after the end of the single-nave church), and the duration of complex’s use in
its original form.

These data are also supported by archacomagnetic dating, samples for which were taken during
the excavations by Prof. D.Sc. Mary Kovacheva and her team (National Institute of Geophysics,
Geology and Geography — Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). She personally provided the processed
and calibrated preliminary data from the study of materials from two of the kilns (Nos. 1 and 2) in

15 See Footnote 11 above.
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2002.'¢ They fully confirm the observations and results of the field survey and traditional archaco-
logical dating. The specific studies are presented later in papers in specialized publications together
with the final results. Kiln No. 1 was fired in the period 1513 - 1583 while kiln No. 2 is thought
to have been in operation between 566 and 583 and fired 580 - 590 (Jordanova et al. 2003, 146 —
158; Kovacheva et al. 2004, 1463 — 1479).

Based on ceramic wasters, it is possible to confirm that the three kilns were primarily used
for firing of kitchen and table wares for everyday use: pots, various bowls, lids, jugs, two-handled
pitchers, cups, storage vessels of various sizes like pithoi, and candlesticks.'” Production repertoire
is relatively standard, and the noteworthy thing in this case is that the same types of vessels were
found with and without glaze. The character and variety of these vessels indicate they were intend-
ed for households in nearby Serdica. Removing pottery production outside the fortress walls of an
inhabited urban area is also completely in the spirit of Late Antiquity (places for processing raw
materials, constructing kilns, and using fire were commonly located outside of urban areas). Despite
extensive archacological research in previous decades, no (known) comparison materials were avail-
able when the pottery center was discovered (2000 — 2001). During the archacological excavations
undertaken in 2015 - 2018 in Sofia’s central square at Sveta Nedelya, materials typologically and
chronologically close to those from Lozenets were found in a reliable environment and identified.
Their dating in the second half of the 6™ - early decades of the 7* c. cannot be doubted (Cranes
2020, 179 - 181, o6p. 6 - 7).

Synchronous structures in the complex related to the pottery production. Absolute dating
data

The rooms attached to the southern wall of the basilica were associated with the time of the
kilns’ operation. They are designated as Rooms A — B."® The first room is located immediately to the
east of the narthex conch and rests on an earlier structure with a mortar floor that was later rebuilt
with a stone and clay superstructure and a secondary brick floor at a higher elevation. Within itisa
secondary entrance to the nave of the basilica that was rather carelessly opened (the reconstructions
there and in the narthex are noted above). The next room westward, Room B, matches the width
of the conch and is bounded to the south by a secondary wall of clay-jointed stones (it is on the
boundary of the building trench and is only outlined in height). It is not clear whether this wall was
built on top of an carlier one.

Room B follows Room b to the west and is situated to the south of the courtyard with the
porticoes, west of the basilica’s facade. It is 3.20 m wide, and half of its possible length (5.50 m
out of a total of about 11 m) has been explored (pl. 7). It originally had an entrance from the east
(1.63 m wide with a double-winged door, according to the revealed openings for its vertical axes)
that was subsequently blocked with a rather sloppy single-faced wall of stones and clay that faces
inwards toward the west (pl. 7: 1, 2). A mortar pit connected with the construction of the complex
was revealed deep in Room B’s southeastern corner. A drainage channel constructed of half-bricks
relating to the complex’s use was traced across the leveling embankment of brown clean soil. It was
filled during ongoing repairs of the complex, and a coin of Leo I was found in its fill (pl. 7: 3). At
a height above the level of the longitudinal wall plinth and the threshold of Room B’s entrance,
deposits were registered containing many pieces of bricks and tiles, lumps of crushed mortar, and
fragments of household pottery and glass, among other finds. Above this stratum, a sloppy pave-

1¢ Twenty-five samples have been taken (7 from kiln No. 1 and 18 from kiln No. 2).
'7 For more details on the variety of shapes, see Todorova 2024 in this volume.
'8 The lettering of the rooms is kept in Cyrillic according to the original documentation.
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Pl. 7. 1. Room B: cleaning of the 6" — 7*" c. floor level and the walled-up entrance on the eastern wall (view from the west);
2. Walled-up entrance on the eastern wall (from the east); 3. Room B on the level of the original building

Ta6so 7. 1. lMomeweHue B: noyucmesare Ha nodosomo Huso om VI - VIl 8. u 3a3udaHus 8x00 HA U3MOYHAMA CMeHa
(no2ned om 3anad); 2. 3a3uxodHe Ha 8x00d HA U3MOYHAMA CMeHa (0m U3mok);
3. [NomewjeHue B Ha HUBOMO HA OPURUHASTHUSA 2pAdex
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ment of whole and fragmented bricks and tiles is preserved in places. Together with some rammed
brown-yellow clay soil with spots of charcoal and ash, and concentrations of domestic pottery and
glassware, these deposits probably mark the late “floor” level. In the fill below it was found a follis
of Justinian I that was struck in Constantinople in 527 — 538 (pl. 7: 1). The amount of fragments
of houschold vessels (pots, jugs, lids, lamps, storage jars, and glass fragments) and charcoal increases
in the deposits above this fill and coin.

Numismatic data from the study of Room B (which has the working name “The Potter’s
House”) comes from the coin hoard scattered in the fill under the layer of stones and bricks formed
after the collapse of the Room’s walls after it was finally abandoned (working designation “Demo-
lition Layer I”). The hoard consists of 43 coins: 42 bronze pieces of different denominations and
one tremis (Boxxkosa 2000, 18 — 37; Boxkosa 2004, 73 ff.). About half of the bronze coins are
folles from the time of Emperors Phocas and Heraclius (some of them overstruck); the latest was
issued in 614/615. The presence of smaller and very small denominations does not so much reflect
the hoarding of full value coins (by weight) as current coin circulation at the time of the hoard’s
deposition (Boxxkosa 2004, 80 — 83). Coins of Emperors Phocas (struck 607/608) and Heraclius
(struck 614/615) were found in deposits above the pavement of bipedal bricks in the courtyard
with the porticoes in front of the western fagade and under the destruction layer (the above-men-
tioned Demolition Layer I).

In a similar environment in the northeastern tower under the same uppermost layer of de-
struction, coins of Emperors Justinian I and Justin II and Sophia (from the 8" and 14 year of their
reign) and a pentanummium of Phocas appeared in habitation deposits. There, too, habitation was
identified by a level with spots of burnt clay, accumulations of un-burnt rammed clay, building
ceramics including whole bricks and tiles lying horizontally (pl. 8), and a greater amount of house-
hold pottery, ash and charcoal. This then was a floor level for which coins of Anastasius and Justin
I (found at the tower threshold level) establish a zerminus post guem. During this last period of the
tower’s habitation, its inner space was divided into smaller rooms with walls of perishable material.

The upper chronological limit of the production center’s use is largely based on the coin hoard
found in Room B, which establishes a date after the fourth or fifth year of Emperor Heraclius’ reign
(Boskkosa 2000, N¢ 39, 30 fI.). This date is important for analyzing both production technology
and output and problems related to everyday life in an urban center like Serdica. In a new study
on coin circulation in Serdica during the period concerned here (according to data from old and
recent excavations), it has been determined that there was a sharp collapse in economic activity
after 614/615. Emperors Phocas'® and Heraclius (up to 615 — 616) are presented with 44 and 23
coins respectively, and after the year 616 there are only few coins of uncertain provenance. Folles
again prevail over smaller denominations (51:18, with semi-follis in second place), i.c. there is an
almost complete repeat of the picture of coin circulation at the Lozenets complex (Boxkosa 2000,
30 - 34; Baagaumuposa-Asapxosa 2022, Taba. 10 - 11).

Analysis of numismatic materials from the early 7" c. is quite clear, then: there was obvious
economic stagnation at and around Serdica at this time; among the coins in circulation for every-
day needs, “modern” issues with larger denominations (primarily 40 nummi) predominated. After
the fourth or fifth year of Emperor Heraclius’ reign, a sharp collapse occurred, apparently related
to irreversible changes that limited contact between settlements in this part of the Balkan Penin-
sula and cause their abandonment (Baaanmuposa-Aaapxosa 2022, 50). This was the consequence

1 Numismatic data (single specimens and a small hoard) from active archacological excavations in the fortified
area of the city show that the latest coins of this emperor’s reign are from 606/607 (Baasumuposa-Asaaxosa 2022,
46 — 47, 1aba. 10, Anarp. 1).
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2

PI. 8. 1. Northeastern tower: level of habitation in the 6" — early 7% c. (view from the south); 2. Stratigraphic situation in the
northeastern tower (up to the level of habitation in the 6 - early 7 c.)

Ta6no 8. 1. CesepousmoyHa Kyna: Hu8o Ha obumasate npe3 VI — Hadanomo Ha VI 8. (noened om 102); 2. Cmpamuepagcka
cumyayus 8 cesepousmoyHama kysa (0o Hugomo Ha obumasate npe3 VI — Hayanomo Ha Vil 8.)
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of another (the so-called third or fourth, perhaps) Avaro-Slavic campaign, the goal of which was
taking the second largest city of the Empire, Thessaloniki. Based on textual sources, researchers pro-
pose different exact dates in the second or beginning of the third decade of the 7 c. (Bypmos 1968,
101 - 102; LlankoBa-ITetxoBa, Anreaos 1980, 18 — 19; I'lerpos 1981, 68 — 69; AanueBa-Bacuaesa
2017, 55, 88). Based on analysis of artifacts (jewelry, pottery, and coins) from the latest research
in Sveta Nedelya Square in the Serdica — Sredets — Sofia Reserve and after comparison with data
from written sources (Miracula Sancti Demetrii in particular), the conclusion has been reached that
the territory of Serdica was still inhabited in the initial years of Emperor Heraclius’ reign (Cranes
2020, 183 — 184).

Comparative analysis shows that the events in question affected wider areas of the Balkan Pen-
insula. The collapse of coin circulation in the third to fifth year of Emperor Heraclius’ reign is noted
in the relatively nearby cities of Naissus and Justiniana Prima as well as even further away in the
towns along the Adriatic coast (Popovi¢ 1975, 491 — 496). The situation is similar in other large
towns in the southern Danube territories such as Odessos (Aasapenxo 2003, 153 ff.). One can
always pose the possibility of a full or partial restoration of control by the central authority, in this
case Constantinople, when finding later coins and well-dated seals, but there is no data to support
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Fig. 10. Characteristic metal artifacts under Demolition Layer |
0O6p. 10. XapakmepHu memasnHu Haxo0ku nod ,lnacm pa3pyweHus "
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this in the case of the Lozenets complex. In fact, Demolition Layer I suggests a final destruction or
point of abandonment for the site. Some metal artifacts from this mentioned layer can point to a
particular historical interpretation: tri-blade arrowheads (the so-called Avar type) and a spearhead
(fig. 10: 1 - 3). It is plausible, then, that the site discussed here was threatened and probably sub-
sequently attacked and abandoned during the aforementioned Avaro-Slavic campaign, after which
the population of Serdica retreated to Thessaloniki (Aackasos 2003, 287 ff.).
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PE3IOME

ITpu uskonuu paboru sa crpasa or 1. Hap. , Kuaumna rpyna IOxen mapx® B xs. Aosener (06p. 1 -2,
00p. 4) ¢ 3aceTrHAT M YaCTHYHO PaspyLICH HEM3BECTCH AO TO3U MOMEHT apXCOAOTHYECKH ITaMeTHUK (06p. 1 —
2). Ms1cTOTO € Ha 0K0AO 3,5 KM 110 IIpaBa AMHUS OT KskHata nopra Ha Cepauka. B 6ausoct, Ha ya. , Aumursp
XaaXKHKOLEB®, € IPOYYeH KbCHOAHTHYEH MaB3oacii (06p. 1, 06p. 3).2

Hampano ca yaumosxenu okoao 580 — 600 xB. M, BKAIOUHTEAHO 0K0AO 80 % OT OcHOBHaTa 6asuAH-
KaAHA Crpapa (o6p. 5). I'lpu cracuTeAHHTE PasKOIKH 6e npoydena naouy ot okoao 900 ks. M. [eopuanuno
uscaeapane ot 2001 r. moxasa, ye cTaBa AyMa 3a BHYIIUTEACH APXUTEKTYPEH KOMIIACKC: EAHOAIICHAHA TPHKO-
pabHa 6asnAMKa, OTPAACHA ChC CTEHA, C KYAU B BIAMTE; BbB BHTPEIIHOCTTA CE Pa3BHBA KOMIIACKC OT MACUBHU
crpaau (10KHO OT IpUTBOPa U arpuasHus ABop). Obmara maom e oxoao 2800 ks. M.

C nmepuopa III — navasoro Ha IV B. He ce cBBP3BAT CTPOUTEAHH OCTAHKHU, MMa OTACAHU HAXOAKH.

3armaseHa e 9acT OT eAHOKOpabHa LIbpKBa — aricuaara (¢ BpTpeme Auamersp 5,20 M, crenuTe ca 0,90 M)
C MacHBHa ITOAOBA 3aMasKa OT po3oB xopocaH. Criopes MOHETHH HAXOAKH M3TPAKAAHETO € B 4-T0 — 5-TO
Aecetnaerre Ha IV B.*! Buaa e akTHBHO IoceliaBaHa ¥ AapsiBaHa U B IIbPBOTO AeceTrAeTHE Ha V B. XpaMbT
€ paspyLICH IIPU CACABAILO CTPOUTEACTBOTO, KATO MATEPHAAUTE Ca OMAU IIPEUSIIOA3BAHH.

CaeABa M3rpaxAaHe Ha KOMIIAGKCA — TPHKOpabHa eAHOANCHAHA 0a3HAMKA B OIPAACHO CbC CTECHA
IPOCTPAHCTBO C KYyAH B CEBEPOM3TOUHMA M CeBeposamaAHHs brba. OT 3amap mpea Xpama MMa aTpHAACH
ABOD C IIOPTHUIIM OT U3TOK U 3aIIaA, HACTAAHH ¢ Tyxau. KM 1or ce pasBuBa KOMIIAeKC OT crpapu. basuankara
e ¢ AbakuHa 31 M; HaochT oT u3TOK € 16,70 M, ot 3amap — 17,20 m. Llenrpasnusr kopab e ¢ mmpuna 8,50 m,
crparnynuTe ca 1o 3,70 M. [IpurBopsT € ¢ KoHxa ot 1or (06p. 5). CTpouTeAcTBOTO € CACA HadaA0TO Ha V B.

PasrpanunuaBar ce ABa epuoAa — IIbPBOHAYAACH M CACABALL, IIPe3 KOHUTO Ca HAIPaBEeHH AOOaBKH U
npeycrpoiictea. Hanpasenu ca peMOHTH B Kpast Ha Beka, caea umreparop Ass I (457 — 474), BeposiTHO 1o
BpeMe Ha uMreparop Anacracuii (491 — 518), koraro ce Bb30OHOBsBA MOHETHATA LIUPKYAQLHS.

ITpes VI B. uMa npeycTpoiicTBa: A0 BBTPELUIHOTO AHIIE HA CTCHATA Ca U3IPAACHU MACHUBHHU, AOACIICHH
cTbAGOBE OT AOMEHH KaMbHU ¢ O51A XOPOCaH, HAMUPALIN CE CAMH OT APYT Ha 0koAO 2,50 M. BepositHo ca
3a AbpBeHa naaTdopma (?), asrama Bepxy Tsax. Llokaure nm ca ¢ 0,45 — 0,60 M 10-BHCOKO M ca B HUBO ¢
HACTHAKHTE OT BTOPUYHO yHOTpebeHU TyXAR.> [TAACTBT [OA TSX € C OCTAHKHU OT PEMOHT: LieAH M $pParMeHTH
OT TYXAH, IapyeTa OT OOAULIOBKH, KbCOBE Ma3UAKH M $YTUPOBKHU, IUPOHU U CKOOU, IIPO3OPEYHO CTHKAO
u 1. H. [IpeycrpoiicTBa nMa 1 B 6asuanKara: IPoOUT € BTOPUUEH BXOA Ha IOXKHATA I CTCHA A0 KOHXaTa Ha
IPUTBOPA, U3TPAACHH Ca IIEHKM B HA0CA IIOKPall IKHATA CTEHA, KakTo U B HapTekca.” Kommaekcrt rybu

20 [TaMeTHUKDT € U3BECTECH npeau npoyusanero npes 2001 r. (U_IaAaraHOB, Hsanos 2006, 314 u ca.; MBanos
2008,149uca)ue HHTCPIIPETHPAH KaTO T. Hap. ,0asuanka B k8. [opuu Aosenen” (Beaxos 1954, 117 — 118; Bacuaesa
1984,79 - 86; Yanena-Aeuencka 1999, 30, o6p. 7).

21 Cpea HymuamatiaHus Matepuaa (oxoao 2 400 MoHeTH) npeo6aapaBaT MaAKUTe HOMHUHAAK oT IV 1 HadasoTO
HaV B. Te ca papennus (aenTa) ot nocerureaure-6oromoanu. Orcoersar moneru Ha KoncranTun I orcedenn nprkuse.
Karo 15140 MOHeTHaTa LIUPKyAQLIUS ce YBeAHYaBa psisko npes 40-te r. Ha IV B.

2 Haii-KbCHUTE MOHETH OT IIAACTA [IOA CTPOMTEAHOTO HUBO Ha 6asnankara ca ot nepuoaa 395 — 408 r.

> Hap eana e Hamepena MoHeTa Ha uMneparop IOcrun I1 u Codus (otcedena 573/574 1.).

24 B ranHaTa 32 CITOMKA HA MEiKa B HapTeKca ¢ HaMepeHa MoHera oT 16 nymuu Ha umneparop IOcrunuan [; Ha
HHMBOTO Ha BTOPUYHUSI BXOA B IXKHATA CTCHA Ha 6asuauKara — moAoBuH poauc Ha umneparop FOcrun II (orceuen

565/567 1.).
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IPEACTABUTCAHUTE PEAUTHO3HH PYHKLIUH, 0OHTaBa ce OT OOMKHOBEeHO HaceaeHue. HuBata ca moBaursaru
U MMa BTOPUYHH HACTHAKH. 3HAYUTEAHO CE YBEAHYaBa OMTOBHST KEPAMMYCH MATEPHAA: KYXHECHCKU U
ChAOBC 3d CbXPAHCHHE, CBETHAHHIIN, KAKTO U TPAIIE3HUTE ChAOBE — KAHHU, TAOCKOABHHH aM$OPKH, JaLId U
Ky, MeTaAHHTE HAXOAKH Ca CBBP3AHH C CKEAHEBHETO: AOOpE O3HATH TUIIOBE GpUOYAH, HOXKYETA, UTAH,
MTUHCETH, HHCTPYMEHTH 32 npo6I/IBaHe U AP. (06p. 10).

Tosa oburaBaHe ¢ CBBP3aHO C MPOU3BOACTBO Ha OMTOBA KePaMMKa, KATO 4acT OT MPOAYKLIUATA
€ C rAasupaHa IMOBBPXHOCT. PasKpUTH ca memu 3a M3MHYaHE Ha CHAOBE (osmavenu ¢ N2 2, 3, 4) u
cprpreTBamy ru sMu. Hamupar ce 105kHO OT 6a3nAMKATa U 3HAQ HA KaA, IBHO OTPAXAALL ,,[PbHYAPCKHSI
cexrop® (06p. 7: 2).

I[Tem N 2 (06p. 8) e ABykaMepHa ¢ KyIoa, ChC cKapa C OTBOPH 32 TONAMA Bb3AyX (Tabao 3 — 4). Au-
aMeTBPBT Ha FOPHATA KaMepa B OCHOBATa M € 1,45 m. Cxapara e 3amaseHa JaCTHYHO, Acbesae 8 — 10 cm
(Tabao 3), oTBopuTe ca ¢ Anamerbp S5 — 8 cM. BeposiTHO € HOceHa OT ranHeHH cThaGUeTa. [opuBHaTa Kamepa
€ C AMaMeTbpa Ha ckapara u ¢ AbAOoKa 0,28 M. ABHOTO € 06Ma3aHO ¢ TAMHA U € CHAHO onaseHO. OTBOPBT
€ KBbM 3aITaA, IIOCTAAH € C TYXAH, CTPAHHIIUTE 2 OPOPMEHH OT PEAOBE TYXAH, CIIOCHH C KaA, OITAACHH AO
gepHo. OdopmeHa e npeanemHara siva ¢ ababounsa 1,50 M u Anamersp okoao 1,20 M (Tabao 3 - 4). I'pu
paspes B Haii-paspylICHATA YACT CE YCTAHOBH, Y€ € UTPAACHA BHPXY I10-PAHHA Il € TOAOOHA KOHCTPYKIIUS
(memy N 4; Ta6A0 5). BXOABT i1 € OT I0TOM3TOK ¢ HAKAOH KbM 3aIlaA, IIOABT € Teryaa. Fstouno ce passusa
npeaneiHa siMa. [opuBHaTa KaMmepa € Cbc ChIIUs AMAMEThP KAKTO TasH Ha remt N® 2 u e sacrprena (o6p. 8,
12640 5). Pasankara B HuBara Ha oaoBete € 0k0A0 0,40 M (06p. 8). ITemra e AepexTrpasa npu nperpsisae.
AnamerppbT Ha KaMepaTa ¢ 0koao 1,30 M, otBopsT € ¢ mmpuHa 0,55 — 0,62 M. [Tem N2 2 ¢ 6uaa H3rpascHa
CAeA IOBpEXAaHeTO Ha ey NO 4.

ITem N2 3 (06p. 9, 12640 6) ¢ Ha OKOAO 3 M KKHO OT I0)KHaTa CTeHa Ha 6asnamkara. T ¢ AByKamMepHa,
KYIIOAOBHAHA, ACKO OBAaAHA B IIAAH, ¢ BRHIIHHU pasMepH 1,20 M (samap — ustok) x 1,10M (ceBep — 1or).
Aebeannara Ha creruTe Ha Kyroaa e 8 — 10 em. CkapaTa ce HOCH OT LICHTPAACH CTHAD OT IIOAOBHHKH TYXAH,
obOmasanu ¢ ranHa. Ckapara e OT 0CeM PaAMaAHO PasIIOAOKCHU TAUHEHH Ab4a. [TOABT € 10A HakAOH OT ceBep
KbM IOT, KaTo padaukara B HuBaTa ¢ 0,25 M. ChIIuHCcKaTa TOpHBHA KaMepa € M3HECEHA Ha IOT U € C AbAKHHA
0,48 — 0,52 M n mupuna 0,58 M (06p. 9). B BucounHa ¢ 6uaa sacBopcHa. MarpaaeHa e oT rauHa, oTyxacHa
oT BHcokara Temmeparypa. KOkHO oT Hest yacTH4HO 6e pasyucTeHa IpeAllelHAaTa siMa ¢ AuaMeTsp 1,45 M
(samap — U3TOK).

[TemuTe ce OTHACAT KbM PasNPOCTPAHEHMS THII C Kpbraa (0OBaAHa) B MAAH Kamepa. 1e MMaT MHOTO
BAPUAHTH U ca AOOPE II03HATH KAKTO OT AHCIIHUTE ObATAPCKU 3¢MH, CbCEAHUTE TEPUTOPUH U KATO LISIAO — B
paMKkuTe Ha KbcHATa PHMCKa UMIIepHsL.

Aartupane B KOHTEKCTa Ha 00EKTa: IELIUTE Ca BKOIIAHU B ITAACT € MOHETH OT Kpast Ha [V u moutu neanst
V 8. (Bkatounteano u Avs I), kakro u caeppedopmena nenranymus Ha IOctun I. MHoro BaxkHa 3a pAatupane
Ha niewy NO 2 (terminus post quem) ¢ monera Ha umneparop IOcrun II (orcedena 570/571 r.), Hamepena Ha
ABHOTO Ha npeaneiyHara sima. [ To-pannara nem N® 4 ¢p1o e BKOIIaHa B [AACT C MOHETH OT Kpast Ha IV u V B.

ITpobure 3a apXeOMarHUTHO AATHPAaHE AABAT AAHHU 3a Iepuoaa 566 — 638 r., xaro memy N¢ 2 ce
npeanoaara aa ¢ onassana npes 580 — 590 r. (Jordanova et al. 2003, 146 — 158; Kovacheva et al. 2004,
1463 — 1479).

CHHXPOHHH ¢ IepHoAa Ha pYHKLIMOHHPAHE HA MELIUTE Ca IOMEICHUATA (osnavenu A — B) orBpH AO
I0KHATa CTeHa Ha 6asuankata. [TppBOTO ce pasmoAara HEIOCPEACTBEHO U3TOYHO OT KOHXATa Ha IPUTBOPA.
3amaano ca ITomemenus b u B, cpmio ¢ mpeycrporicTa u MOBAMIHATH [TOAOBH HHBA — HACTHAKH OT LIEAH
U QpparMeHTHPAHH TyXAH, TpaMOOBaHA TAMHECTA IIPBCT C BbIACHU U memeA. [Toa Hero e Hamepen doauc
na fOcrunnan I, (orceden 527 — 538 r.; Tabao 7: 1). Msobuactsa ot ¢pparmenty ot 6urosu craose. B [To-
memenue B (1. Hap. ,kuAMIIe Ha IpbHYAPS”) MMa KOACKTHBHA MOHETHA HAXOAKA. 131 € OT 3aI'bABAaHETO
T0A Hali-KbCHOTO 06pymBane Ha momemenueto (,IIaacr paspymenus [*). Monerure ca 43: 42 6ponsosu
C pasaMyeH HOMHHAA H eauH Tpemuc (Boxkosa 2000, 18 — 37; Boxxosa 2004, 73 u ca.). Oxoao 50 %
ca poaucu ot Bpemero Ha umneparop Poxa n Mpaxauit (HAKOU ¢ mpeneyaTky), KaTo Hail-KbCHHUTE Ca OT
614/615 r. CMecBaHETO ¢ MAAKH HOMHHAAH OTpassiBa He TOAKOBA TPE3OPHpPAHE Ha IbAHOLICHHH (KaTo Te-
IAO) MOHETH, a € OTPRKCHHE Ha aKTyaAHa MOHETHA LIMPKyAALiUsl KbM MoMeHTa Ha popmupane (Boxkosa

35



Metodi Daskalov

2004, 73 1 cA.). AHAAOTHYHM Ca U B OTAATAHUATA HAA HACTUAKATA B aTpuyMa IIpeA 3ammapHaTa ¢pacaaa, ChILo
noa »ITaacra paspymenns I

B ceBepousToyHara KyAa, IaK IIOA CBLIMS [AACT ACCTPYKL[MM, B OTAAQraHUSTA OT OOMTAaBAaHETO Ca
Hamepenu mMoHerd Ha FOcrunnan I, FOctun II u Codus, n Ha Qoxa. Oburasanero ce dpuxcupa or HUBO
C TOpsiAa OTYXACHA TAMHA, CTPYIBAaHHA OT 3aTBIIKAHA TAMHA, TYXAH H KEPEMUAHU, ACKAIIH XOPHU3OHTAAHO
(Tabao 8). BBTpemHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO € PAa3ACACHO Ha YETHPH.

3a ropHa XpOHOAOTHYHA TPAHHIIA Ha IPOM3BOACTBCHHS LICHTBP MOXE Ad CE IPHEME YCTBBPTATA —
[eTaTa TOAMHA OT yIpaBAeHHeTO Ha uMnepaTtop Mpakauii, anaaornuno Ha rpasa. KoHcratupan e psasbk
cpus caep 614/615 r.: monerure Ha Poka n Mpakanii (40 616 1.) ca croTBeTHO 44 1 23, a caea TOBA Te ca
CAMHUYHHU U C HecUrypeH npousxoa. [IpeobaasaBar ¢oancuTe CpsMO IO MAAKUTE HOMHUHAAH, T.C. HMa
HOYTH II'bAHA IIOBTOPSIEMOCT HA MOHETHOTO OOpbILCHHE B KOMIIACKCA B Ao3eHer] (Boxxkosa 2000, 30 — 34;
Baapumuposa-Anasxosa 2022, Taba. 10 — 11).

ToBa ¢ CACACTBHE OT MOPEAHHUS (TPETH HAHM YETBBPTH) aBaPO-CAABAHCKH IIOXOA KbM BTOPHS IO
rosemuHa rpap Tecasonuku. VMsBopure M OTACAHHTE H3CACAOBATCAH IIPEAAATAT PA3AUYHU TOYHU
AATHPOBKH B PAMKHTE Ha BTOPOTO/Ha4aA0OTO Ha TpeTOTO Accetuaerre Ha VII B. SIBHO rpasckaTa Teputopust
¢ obuTaBaHa U B 'bPBUTE FTOAMHY Ha uMmneparop Mpakawuii.

3a KOHKpETHA HCTOPUYECKA HHTEPIIPETALMS MOTAT Ad ObAAT U3IIOASBAHU HSIKOU METAAHH HAXOAKHU OT
CIIOMEHATH TIAACT: TPUIIEPU BHPXOBE 3a CTPeAH (T. Hap. ,aBapcKu' THII) U BPBX 3a komue (06p. 10: 1 - 3).

KAo4oBH AyMH: paHHOBU3AHTHICKU LIBPKOBEH KOMIAEKC, VI — Havasoro Ha VII B., mpousBoacTBO Ha
rAa3MpaHa KePaMUKa, KEPAMHYHH ICIH
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