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KPBbCTBT - CHUMBOA BbB
BUSAHTHUHNCROTO N CPEAHOBERKOBHO
B bATAPCKO MOHETOCEYEHE

Koncrantun JAOYEB

KpbcThT € OCHOBEH M HAl-4ecTO CpemjaH CUMBOA Ha XPHUCTHUSH-
cTBOTO. B e3amdeckurTe BpeMeHa TOH € IOYMTAH IO Pa3AHYEH HAYMH,
HnpeJUMHO KaTO PaBHONOCTABEHOCTTA B IIPUPOJATa, 3HAK HA BUCIIHTE
60KeCTBEHH CHUAHM; CHMBOA Ha €JMHCTBOTO Ha AyXa U MaTEPUATA UAU
KaTo 3aKAMHAHHUE IPH PAa3AMYHHU IIAaMaHCKH oOpegu; TOH € HaHacAaH
BBPXY CbJOBE, OPBKUE UAU IPEAMETH, CBBP3aHU ChC CHOTBETHHA 00-
pea (bubaeiicku peunuk 1994, 285-286).

B xbcHara pumcka Penybamka mam B HagaaoTo Ha Ilpunnunara
(II = I B. mp. Xp.), KpBCTHT npugobusa TbpAE 3A0Bemn] o6pas nopa-
AU HU3MOA3BAHETO MY KaTO CPeACTBO 3a MHOrOOpPOHHM €K3eKyIIMM Ha
HNpeCTbIHUIU, U30ATaAd POOH HAM HA APYTH OChJEHH Ype3 Pasi'bBaHe
(Mugsr 1982, 12-14; bubaeiicku peunuk 1994, 286). EBanreAckure Tek-
CTOBE, NPEAONPEAEACHH OT HpPeJCKa3aHUATA HAa BEAHKHUTE IPOPOLH,
OINCBAT, MAKAP M HAKPATKO, KUBOTA U MbUueHHYECKaTa cMbPT Ha Mcyc
Xpucroc, no3nar karo HMcyc ot Hasaper — boxuar cun nu borouosexk,
BropoTo Aune na bora, neorMeHnMa ¥ Hepa3geAHa 4acT OT TpHe/JMHHA-
Ta, €AHOCDHIIHA, Oe3HaYaAHa, BEYHOChIIEeCTBYBama U 6e3kpaiina Ceera
Tpouna — bor Oren, Ceetu g4yx u bor Cun. Ilocrenenno, ¢ yrebpxJaa-
BaHeTo Ha IIpaBocAaBHOTO XPUCTUAHCTBO, Hali-BEYE OT YIIPABAEHUETO
Ha nmneparop KoncranTtun BeAnmku HaceTHe, HapeJ C IOAATAHETO U
HaUCBAHETO HA OCHOBHHUTE AOTMATHYHO-OOTOCAOBCKHM KaHOHH, KakK-
TO BbB PUAOCOPCKO, TaKa U B IPAKTHYECKO OTHOIIEHHUE, 3aI104Ba Ja ce
oOpbIlja BHUMAaHHE U HAa HAYUHUTE 32 IPE/JCTaBAHE YPe3 AUTYPrUdHI
HpeAINUCAaHUA Ha BCHYKH TEKCTOBE, CBBbP3aHM C NPEACKA3AHUATA 32
10ABATA HA AbATOOYAKBAHUA Mecus, CriacuTeA Ha BCUYKU TPEITHUIH,
KaKTO U 3a HErosara JelHocT Kato nponosejHuk. [lo boxuara Boas
Hcyc Xpucroc ce paxga or Henmopo4yHa Aepuna, ypes CeeTus Ayx, 3a 4a
CIIACH BCHYKH 3EMHU XOPa OT I'bPBOPOJHUA TPAX, U3BbPIIEH OT AJaM 1
Epa. Eauncrsen Toii, upes CBoATa MbYeHHYECKA CMBPT MOKE Ja U3KY-
MM TO3U TPAX HA BCUYKHU NpaBe/JHUIIH, CIA3BAllH JeceTTe 6OKHU 3amo-
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Be/H, a Ije OCh/JU IPENIHUIIUTE IIPU cBOoeTO BTopo npumecrsue ¢ Bb3-
Kpecenue Ha MbpTBUTE. CBIIEBPEMEHHO CHC CBOUTE IMOYYHUTEAHH CAO-
Ba TOH € OMA IPU3BAH J4a HAI'BTCTBA BCUYKU 3EMHHU XOpa YPe3 CBOMTE
MOAMTBU KbM bora ga ychbpbpIIeHCcTBAT CBOATA AYIIa 3a JKMBOTA B pas.
3a aa 6bje npejna3eHo 0AeicTBOTO OT HOBUA MeCU S, KOETO 60 0Ppu-
MAAHA PEAUTHA B OKynHpaHaTa oT pumasanute [larectuna, Camapus
u I'aruaesi, BbpXOBHUTE €BPEHCKH CBEIMIEHOCAYKHTEAHN IIPU XpaMma Ha
pbpxoBHHs 6or Maxse, moctpoen ot ap COAOMOH, TPEAAAH Ha CMBPT
CbBbpIIeHHA Bor u egHOBpeMEHHO YOBEK, HO ¢ 60KECTBEHA CHIJHOCT.
IIpucbgara na pumckuA Aerat ITuaaT 6uAa He caMoO KeCTOKa, HO U YHH-
3UTEAHA, C IIEA IIOpyraBaHe CBETOCTTa, KAKTO Ha caMHA XPUCTOC, TaKa
U Ha HETOBHUTE ITOCAAHUS.

HzpecTtHu ca kparkure onucaHusa Ha CBeTUTE €BAHTEAMCTH, KOUTO
OIHCBAT OChKJAAHETO, MbUeHUATA, Xo4a l'ocriogen 4o xbaMa l'oarora,
JKECTOKOTO IMPHUKOBaBaHe Ha XPHUCTOC KbM KPbCTa, 3a€4HO C JBaMara
pasboliHuKa U IpUChCTBAIIUTE TpuMa oiiHunu. Ha eksexkynusara 6uro
1103BOAEHO Ja npuchbcrsar Cs. boropoauna, Mapua Marganena, Mapus
Kaeorosa u Hocud Apumarteiicku, KOUTO CBAAAT U HOTPeGBAT TANOTO
Ha Xpucroc. arepecen geTafia Ipu pasmbBaHETO HAa XPHUCTOC OIHUCBA
u Cs. eBanreAucT Ayka (Mares. 27: 27-66; Ayka. 23:2-48). Caes HEroBo-
TO pas3s'’bBaHe, BbPXY BEPTUKAAHOTO paMo Ha emadposa pUMCKHAT BOIi-
HHUK IPUKPEIHUA HAIIPEYHO K'bCa AbpBeHa AbCYUIlA C HOAUTPABATEAHU A
Haanuc ,To3u e napar Hasapeiickn®, Hanncan Ha 104€HCKH, TPBIIKH U
AAQTUHCKU €3UK. B I0-KbCcHO Bpeme Taszu AbCYUIIA 1€ CTAHE HE CaMO
YaCT OT Bb3IPOU3BEKJAHETO 10 XYA0KECTBEH HAYUH HA HAKOU BU/OBE
KP'bCTOBE, HO U II0BO/ 3a YCTAHOBsABAHE Ha gorMara, 4ye CBeTure Xpuc-
tuaHcku Kauru (Crap u Hos 3aBet, HoMokaHOH, AuTypruka u Ap.) Mo-
rar ga 6’b4aT NUCAHH, IPENHCBAHU U IIPONOBAABAHU CaMO Ha TE3U TPHU
CBEIIEHU €3UKa.

ITosapaTa Ha KP'bCTa KATO CUMBOAMYEH €AEMEHT OT UKOHOrpapuATa
HA XPUCTUAHCKUTE MOAUTBEHH XPAMOBE € B ChOTBETCTBUE C IPUETUSA
o sBpeMe Ha IIbppBHA Bceaencknu cvbop B Hurkea (325 r.) ,,CumBoA Ha
Bapata”“ (bubaelicku peunux 1994, 77). B Hero no Haii-cbabp:KareAeH
U KpaTbK HAa4UMH € BBIIABTEHA I[AAATa XPUCTHUAHCKA HAEOAOTHHA, OC-
HOBaBalla ce Ha HEPa3/JeAHOCTTAa Ha TpHeJHHHATa U ejHOCbhIHA CB.
Tpouna, 3a crraceHHMETO Ha YOBEYECTBOTO OT I'bPBOPOAHUA IPAX, YPE3
camoKepTsaTa Ha XPHUCTOC, KAKTO U BEYEH KUBOT HA IPaBeAHUTE MU-
PAHHU B PaliCKUTE BCEAEHU S, IIPH CIIA3BAHE HA XPUCTUAHCKUTE 3AKOHH.
A€rarM3upaHeTo Ha XPUCTHAHCTBOTO 1pe3 313 r., KaKTO M OpraHusa-
nuaTa Ha IIbpBus BceaeHcKkn cb60p, OMAM NPAKO AEAO HA HUMIIEpPaA-
Top KoncranTtun BeAwKn, KOHTO CbyMsA fa Bb3lpUEME HpPeJBUAU-
BO HOBATa peAurus 3a ObjelleTo cbllecTByBaHe Ha IjsAaTa Pomelicka
umnepusa (Ilocumos 1993, 46-56). ToBa HeroBo HauyMHAaHHE, 3a€AHO C
poAsiTa Ha Herosata Maiika EAeHa 3a nmpusHaBaHe Ha XPUCTHAHCTBO-
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TO KAaTO PAaBHOIIOCTaBeHa peAurHsA B MmmepuaTa, me ra KaHOHHU3UPA
IO-KBbCHO KaTO PABHOAIOCTOAHH, 3a€4HO C APYTUTE CHbMHUIIACHUITN HA
XPHCTOC U CBENEHOMBYEHHIIH, JAAU JKHUBOTA CH 324 BApaTa KbM boxusa
cus. Crnope arnorpadusaTa HIOBTOPHOTO OTKPUBAHE U Bb3/ABHKEHHE HA
Ceetus KpsCT ce 4bAxU Ha CB. EAneHa, MaiikaTa Ha umnepaTop OAaBuii
Banepuit Koncrantus, Kosato caeg 313 r. ¢ AMYHH CpeAcTBa HOCTPO-
uAa Ha XbAMa loarora 6a3smAmKa B MOYHUT KBM pasmHATHA XPHCTOC
Cracurea. Ilpeg 6azuankata 6UA BB3AUTHAT IPEYECTHAT U KUBOTBO-
peH KpPbCT, 3apoBeH TpeAu ToBa OT 1ojeute oT Mepycarnm (Kutus
1991, 259-260). Ilpu paskpuBaHETO HA 3aPUTHA HPEUYUCT KPBCT OMAN
OTKPUTH U KOCTHTe Ha AjJaM, IIpaoTena Ha BCUYKH YOBEIU, Chb3AaJeH
ot bora no csoe nogobue.

M31oA3BaHeTO Ha KPbCTA, KAKTO U JAPYTH XPUCTUAHCKH CHMBOAU
CTAHAAO MTOCTETIEHHO B HOBUTE MOAMTBEHH CTPaJH, HAW-9€CTO IPUCIIO-
coOeHHU cTapu e3MYecKH XpaMoBe UAHU obmecTseHu crpagu. Tosa nmpo-
AMYABA U OT PUMCKHUTE MOHETH OT TO3HU IEPHOJ, KOUTO HOCAT TUIINY-
HHUTE CIOKETH U HAUMEHOBAHHA KbM H300paKEHUATA OT €3UYECCKHA I1e-
puog. Easa kM Kpas Ha ynpasaenuero Ha Koncrannuii 11 (337 — 361),
BBPXY XPUCTHAHCKUTE OA3UAHKHU, MOHETUTE U IPEAMETHTE OT IIPUAOK-
HOTO M3KYCTBO, 3aII0YBAT /Ja CE MOABABAT I'bPBUTE CHMBOAU Ha HOBAaTa
PEAUTHSA, XapPMOHUYHO CBBbP3aHHU € IOCTYAaTUuTE Ha ,,CUMBOAQ HA BApa-
Ta“, KAKTO M HAa IIOCTAHOBACHHUATA U HOPMUTE, HAIIUCAHH OT I'bPBUTE
CBETH OTIH-00rOCAOBU U TEOAO3H, U YTBBbPAEHH Ha I'bPBUTE ABa BCE-
AeHckn cbbopa (Yenenckit 2006, 64-70). Bopxy 3aaraure, cpeGbpHE U
6pOH30BM MOHETH 3aMOYBAT Ja C€ MOABABAT IpapUIEeCKU 3HAIH, T. HAP.
»XPU3MH", HAaif-9ecTO OT IbpBUTE OYKBU OT HMEHATA Ha XPHCTOC, KOUTO
MOTaT Ja c€ BUAAT BbPXY BOCHHHUTE 3HAMEHA, YPe3 KOUTO CE MOCTUTAAN
BoeHHHU 1106eau. Hali-uecto xpusmurte 6uau cpaetanu ot Oyksure I X u
P, HO ce cpemaT U BapUAHTH, ChYETAHU C KP'BCT.

IToBceMeCTHOTO HAAATAHE HA XPUCTHAHCTBOTO KaTO OPHUIMAAHA pe-
Aurus B isiAaata Pomeiicka abspixasa npu Teogocnii I (379 — 395) criomo-
IHAAO 32 YTBBP:K/AaBAHETO Ha HOBaTa PUAOCOPCKA HAECOANOTHA, KAKTO B
60roCAOBCKO-40TMATHYHO OTHONIEHHE, TAKA U IIPU YKpacaTa Ha ITbPKBH-
Te, 0POPMAECHUETO HA HUKOHUTE, ITbPKOBHATA yTBAP, CBEMIEHUYECKUTE U
BAQJETEACKU OJEKAH, HMIIEPATOPCKHUS U HAaTPHAPIIECKH LIEPEMOHUAA,
BAageTeAckuTe nHcuraud (3Hauun) (Iocaos 1993, 201-203). 3anmoanaao
YTBBPAKJABAHETO HA TEOAOTHYECKUTE JOTMHU 3a BEPTHKAAHATA MOAPEJ-
6a Ha nogunnenoct Ha Hebecnoto napcrso Haveno Ha CB. Tpouna (bor
Oren, Cp. /lyx u bor CuH) 1 TpUCTENIEHHATA aHTEACKA HepapXus, KaTo
BCAKa CTEIEH ce CbCTosiAa OoT Tpu ynHa (Cs. Aunonucuit Apeonarur
2001, 26-28). Ilo nogobue Ha Hes e TpAOBAAO 4a 6bJe U OpPraHU3UPAH
JKHBOTA U HA 3€MsATA, HAYEAO Ha BCUUKH IOZAHULU € TpsibBaro ga Obae
BU3AHTHUCKUAT UMIIEPATOP, YUATO HelpexodHa 60KecTBEHA BAACT ce
npe/jaBaAa, Haif-uecto ype3 Xpucroc, boropoguiia, anren-nebecer nau
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cBeTen. BaageTeAcKkHTe 3HAIIH, OOAEKAO H [IEPEMOHUAA CE IPEBbPHANU
B €/HU OT Hali-CHAHUTE U3Pa3HU CPEACTBA 32 IOAYEPTABAHETO HA BbP-
XOBHATA BAACT HA POMEICKH S BaCUAEBC. Bcpe Te3n BAa€TEACKH 3HAIIU
Hali-BaskeH OMA KP'BCTBT, KATO CUMBOA Ha camMusa Xpucroc, Hebecnus
nap. Topa npoAnYaBa OT HKOHOIPaAPCKOTO OPOPMAECHHE HA BU3AHTHUII-
CKUTE 3AaTHH, CpeOBpHHU U MeAHU MOHETH OT nepuoga VI — VII B. Bepxy
TAX UMIIEPATOPET € C AUaJeMa C KPbCT HAH ABPKH KBADOO € KPBCT, KaTo
camoAbpxel], 1moJo6HO Ha yTBBpKJaBalius ce B IJbpKOBHaTa ¢pec-
Ka, MO3alika MAU IpeHocuMa uKoHa obpas Ha Xpucroc IlanTOKpaTOp
(Bceanpxaren). Ilo cbimua HauuH ca NpejCTaBAHN U UMIIEpaTPHUIIUTE,
HO C TPUBBpPXA KOPOHA. 3a Ole IO-CUAHO HOAYEpPTaBAHE HA TAXHATA
BBPXOBHA CBATA BAACT, ZajeHa OT bora, e TAXHOTO mpescTaBsiHe ¢ ope-
OA OKOAO TAaBUTE. B MKOHOrpadCcKUTE CIOKETH OT TO3U IEPHOJ BbPXY
ABETE CTPAHU HAa MOHETHTE BCE OIe AMIICBAT N300paKkeHnus Ha XpHUCTOC,
boropoauna nau Ha ceernu. Hali-uecture n3obpaxenus ca ,nupeobpa-
3eHara” Karo aHreA l'ocriogen esmyecka Bukropus/Huke, KoATo ABpKH
TOASIM €JUHHYEH UAU JABOEH KPbCT, ChYETAH C XPU3Ma U MHOTONBYHHU
ssesau. Ot Bpemero Ha umneparop Mpakauii (610 — 641) sbpxy obpa-
THATa CTPaHa HA 3AQTHUTE COAUAU U CpeOBPHU MOHETH 3aII0YBa Ja CE
YTBBPAKJaBa € JUHHIHUSA HAU JBOEH KPBCT BBPXY TPHU CTBIIAAA, CHM-
BOA He caMo Ha Cnacuteasa XpHCTOC U HETOBHA II'bT KbM l'oArora, HO
U aAIO3MA 3a M3KAYBAHETO HA CTHAOATA KBM AYXOBHO CHBBPIIEHCTBO
(Grierson 1982, Pl. 16, 272-274) (rabao XL 1). 3a pazAuKa OT BBTpeNIHA-
Ta YKpaca Ha XPUCTUSHCKUTE XPAMOBE U IIPEHOCHMH UKOHH, KOUTO Ca
HPEeACTABANN KAHOHUYHO-AUTYPrudHU ciieHu oT HoBus 3asert, To rbp-
BUTE H306paKkeHn A Ha XPUCTOC BbPXY BU3AHTHHCKH MOHETH C€ MOSABA-
BaT e4Ba 11pu ynpasaenuero Ha IOctunnan 11 Punormer (685 — 695; 705
- 711) (Xpucrosa 1994, 76-81) (rabao XL 2, 3, 4). Brrpeku cBosita xKec-
TOKA THPAHUYHOCT, TO3U UMIIEPATOP C€ IPEACTABAA IIPe/] CBOUTE IOAA-
HHUIIU KaTO €4HUH OT Hall-pEeBHOCTHHUTE, BEPHU U CMUPEHH IIPABOCAABHHU
XPUCTUAHH. BbpXy gBa THIIA HETOBU 3AATHU COAUAH MOKEM Aa BHAUM
IOcTunnan PUHOTMET ¢ XpUCTUSAHCKH HHCUTHUH, €4UHHYCH UAHT JBOEH
KP'BbCT BBbPXY TPH CThIIAAQ, KATO BBPXYy oOpaTHATa UM CTpaHa 3a IPbB
T € u3obpasen Xpucroc IlanToKparop, 6bAarocAassmy ¢ ggacHaTa PbKa
U ABpKAIl B ASIBATA €BAHT€AHE, KHUIaTa Ha cBos kuBOT (Grierson 1982,
Pl. 17, 297-302). XapaktepHOTO 3a TOBa I'bPBO n3obpaxkenue Ha boxus
CUH €, 9e TOH € 6€3 OPeoA, HO C HOAYEPTAH 344 TAaBATa FTOAAM € JUHHYEH
KPBCT, CHMBOA Ha HerosaTa caMo:kepTBa. OKoao obpasa Ha XpHCTOC €
M3IMCAaHA HAa AQTUHCKH M THUTAATa Rex regnantium (1jap Ha 1japete),
KOSITO II€ OCTaHE IOCTOSTHHA BBPXY BCUUYKH 3AATHU BU3AHTHMCKU MO-
HeTHu ¢ u3obpakeHue Ha XPHUCTOC A0 MOHeTHATa pepopMa Ha ANEKCUH
I Komuun (1081 — 1118) ot 1092 r. CpimaTa BAageTEACKA TUTYAQTYpPHA
(PopMyAa ce Bp3IpHEMA U BbB BU3AHTUHCKUS ABPKABEH LIEPEMOHHUAAN.
ITo Bpemero Ha Mxonobopueckus nepuog (726 — 842), BcaeacTBue
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Ha IOAUTHKO- HKOHOMHUYECKH HHTEPECH, Hali-BeUue OT CTpaHa Ha egpaTa
I103EMAEHA BU3AHTHUHCKA apUCTOKPAIlHs, KOATO C€ IPOTHUBOIOCTABUAA
Ha pasmupaABamara ce cobcrsenoct Ha IIpaBocaaBHaTa 1ybpKBA, OHA
HAaMEPEH U ChOTBETHHUAT MOTHUB OT TEOAOTHYHO-OOIOCAOBCKO €CTECTBO
— AaAu ppecKuTe U UKOHHUTE Ha l'ocriog U Apyrure CBETIIU ca HEP'BKOT-
BOPHHU UAHU U300paK€HUA HA HAOAU OT €3UUYECKH S NIEPUOJ. 3AIIOYHAAO
IIPEMAXBAHETO HAa BCUYKH H300paKE€HUA OT IIbPKBUTE, MAHACTHPHUTE,
YHUIIIOKABAHE HA ITPEHOCUMHUTE UKOHHM M 00pa3luTe Ha ITPUAOKHOTO
HU3KYCTBO, CBBbP3aHHU C KMBOTA Ha XPHUCTOC UAH HA CBETIIU-MBYECHUIIH.
BB BBTpENIHATA YKpaca Ha IPABOCAABHHUTE XPAMOBE C€ HAAArar Je-
KOPAaTUBHUTE MOTHUBH, ChUCTAHU C AHUMAAUCTUYHU H300paKeHUA Ha
nrunu U xkuBoTHH oT Crapus u HoBus 3aBeT, KAKTO U 4€CTO H3IIOA3-
BaHa cueHa Ha ,,Jobpus ITacrtup” (Ycnenckuii 2006, 85-92). Bbs Bu-
3aHTHUICKOTO MOHETOCEUEHE CE€ HAAATAT € JHOOOPA3HHU CIOKETH, BKAIOU-
Bamy U300paskeHusl Ha UMIIEPATOPA U HETOBHUA NIPECTOAOHACAEAHHK
UAHU Ha APYT'd YACHOBE HA CEMEMCTBOTO, KAKTO HAa AUIIEBATA, TAKA U HA
obpaTHara cTpaHa Ha MOHeTara. BbIpeku Tasm HKOHOrpadcka MOHO-
TOHHOCT, BCUYKH IIPEACTABECHH UMIICPATOPU, CHUMIICPATOPH HAH UM-
HepaTpPUIU HOCAT ChbOTBETHUTE BAAJAETEACKH MHCUTHHUH. [To mpasuao
CTAPIIMAT BACUAEBC € U300paseH ¢ ABOEH KPBCT C ABATA APbAKKA, ad
MAQAMIUAT — ¢ e4uHUYeH. ToBa ce OTHacA U 32 OCTAHAAMTE HHCUTHUH,
Hali-Bede KbAOOTO C KPBCT, KaTO XPHUCTOBUAT CUMBOA BBPXY HETO € B
pasanunu Bapuantu (rabao XL 5, 6, 7, 8, 10; Tabao XLI 11). B nagano-
To Ha yupasAenuero Ha AbB 111 Hcarsp (714 — 741) B KoncranTrHOmoA
3amo4BaT 4a CEKAT B MO-TOAEMU KOAHYECTBA MIAOCKH CPeOBPHU MOHETH
C TErAO OK. 2,0-2,5 1, ¢ eA Aa ce cupe U3NOA3BAHETO BbB Busanrtus Ha
cpebbpHuTE apabcku gupxemu. HoBure cpe6GbpHE HOMU3MHU HOAYYHAH
HAaMMEHOBAHHUETO ,MUAHapecus” B cMHCBA 1/1000 or Hemo 11AA0, KaTo
ce umano npegsug, 4e 1000 cpe6bpuu MOHETH € TETAO OT 2,5 T ce pas-
MeHAAU npubiusuTeAno 3a 327 r 3aaro ot 21/22 kapara (1 BusanTHii-
cka TerrosHa AuTpa) (Grierson 1982, Pl. 36, 658-667). Brpxy ob6paTHara
CTpaHa HAa MUAHapecuuTe OGUA M300pa3eH KPbCT BLPXY TPH CThIAAA
— n3obpakeHue, KOETO OCTAHAAO IIOCTOSAHHO 3a CpeObPHUTE MOHETH HA
BCHUYKH poMelicku uMneparopu 4o kpas Ha XI B. (Tabao XLI 12).

CAes BB3CTAHOBABAHE HAa HMKOHONOYHMTaHHEeTO npu Mmuxawma III
(842 — 867), napej ¢ M3rpaK/jaHETO M Bb3CTAHOBABAHETO HA IIOpYyra-
HHUTE XPaMOBE, 3alo4yBa U CTPOUTEACTBOTO Ha PeAWIIa HOBHU IIBPKBHU
U MAaHACTHPH, KAKTO U MOAHOBABAHETO HA U3MHNCBAHE HA KAACHYECKH-
T€ IPEHOCMMU HMKOHH, YKpacaTa Ha PBKOIMCHHU KHHUIHM M 06pasiu oT
HPHUAOKHOTO U3KYCTBO C KAHOHMYECKH AUTYPrudHu crieHu ot Crapus
u Hosus 3aBer. Ot Bacuanit I Makegoner (867 — 889) naceTHe, BBPXY
IIOYTH BCUYKHU 3AATHU COAUAH BBPXY oOpaTHATa UM CTpaHa € IpesCcTa-
BeH Xpuctoc [TaHTOKPATOP € TOAAM KPBCTAaT HUMO, CUMBOA, € KOHTO
camo boxuar cun e n3obpasapaH, HAH Ha XPHUCTOC KaTo ,,I1ap Ha jape-
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Te" (Rex regnantium), cegHaA Ha TPOH, 6AArOCAABALL C AsICHATA PbKA,
a B AsIBaTa A'bP/KHM €BaHTEAHE. YCTAHOBABA CE U TPAJHMIJMOHHATA CIIEHA
— BBPXY 3AATHUTE COAUAH Ja Obgar u3obpassBaHH JONOSACHH QUIYPH
Ha CTapHIusA U MAQJIIHA UMIEPATOPH, AbPKAlld IOMEKAY CU JBNBL
ABO€H Kp'bcT (Tabaro XLI 13; 16)

ITpu Aps VI (886 — 912) 32 npBB I'BT BBPXY BU3AHTUICKH 3AATHH
MOHETHU ce npescrassa u o6pas3sr Ha boxuara maiika (Grierson 1973,
Pl. XXXIV, la-1b.2) (Nel7; DSC_4571 ; DSC_4572). To3u neun obpas
CA€/ TOBA CBIIO CTaBa IOCTOSIHHO H300paskeHue BBbPXY MHOTO BH3aH-
THUHCKH 3AaTHU MoHeTH. Hakon mmmneparopu kato Huxkudop II ®oxa
(963 — 969) u Moan Iumucxuii (969 — 976) BbBeX AT U HKOHOTrpacKarTa
CLeHa, BbpPXy KosATOo boropoguna, nogo6Ho Ha XpHCTOC, BpBhUBA BBP-
XOBHaTa He6€CHA BAACT HA UMIIEPATOPA, KaTO IPe3 AbABI ABOEH KPBCT
HAHM Ype3 AMYHA OAArocAoBHA ce npeacTaBs U oOpassT Ha boxusaTa
matika (Grierson 1973, Pl. XLI 4.1- 5.4; PL. 1a- 6 ¢) (rabao XLI 14-15).
Tesu croxeTH cTaBaT OCTOAHHH A0 Kpad Ha XIV 3a maroTo BuzanTuii-
cko MoHeTocedeHe. IIpes XI B. He ce oTO6eAA3BaT 3HAUUTEAHU IPOMEHHU
B UKOHOrpausiTa Ha 3AATHUTE, CPeOBPHHU U MEJHU BU3AHTUMCKH MO-
HeTH. BBpXy TAX € npejcTaBeH YTBBPAECHHAT BeUe CIOKET: UMIIEPaTo-
PBT ABPKU TPAAUITHOHHUTE HHCUTHUU — CKHITBP € KPbCT B PAa3AUYHHI
BAPHAHTH, KbADOO € KPbCT, AabapyM nAn aHekcukakus (rabao XLI 16;
tabao XLI 17-18). ITo oTHOIIEHHE HA CTOITHOCTTA U CBOS MEKAYHAPOJAEH
ABTOPHUTET, BU3AHTUMCKATA 3AaTHA HOMHU3MAa, HApUUYaHA Beye XHCcTaMe-
HOH (CTaHJapTHA HOMH3Ma) C TeTAO OT 4,40 r 1 3AaTHO ChAbp:KaHUE 22
Kapara, oT cpegara Ha XI B. mpeTspnasa 6bp3a geBaAaBanusd, 3a Ja ce
cturae npe3 80-Te TOAWHHA HA CBIIUA BEK TA Ja C€ MPEBBPHE B YHCTO
cpeObpHA MOHETA ChC ChABPKAHUE HA 3AATO OT 2-3 Kapara.

3HAYUTEAHH HPOMEHH BbB BU3AHTHHCKOTO MOHETOCEYEHE M MOHET-
Ha UKOHOrpadus ce oTbeAsda3BaT IpHU YIPABACHHETO HA AUHACTHATA HA
Komaunure (1081 — 1185) u Anreaute (1185 — 1203). Arekcuii I Komuun
npe3 1092 r. nposexga MoHeTHa pedopmMa, Ipe3 KOATO BH3CTAHOBABA
CTOHHOCTTAa Ha HOMH3MAaTa, HApE€YE€Ha XUIEPIIEPOH, OTHOBO CBC 3AAT-
HO ChABpKaHHE OT 22 KapaTa u Terro ot 4,50 r (Hendy 1999, 219- 221;
Morrisson 2002, 924). ITo oTHOmEHNEe Ha MKOHOTPAPHUATA CE€ 3ara3uAa
TPasUUsATa BCHMYKH BBPXOBHH BAQJAETEACKH HMHCHUIHUH Ja BKAIOYBAT
Pa3AUYHU BapuHaHTU Ha Bokus KpbCT. Bbpxy egHa eMHCHA €AeKTPOHO-
BU U cpebbpHU KopybecTn HoMu3Mu Ha AAekcuii I KoMHUH 32 TpBB BT
BBPXOBHATA BAACT, CHMBOAH3HPAHA YPE3 TOAAM JBOEH KP'BCT, € BpbIBAHA
ot ceemenombuennka Cs. Aumutsp (Hendy 1999, Pl 1, 4.1-5b.4). Hapeg
C BOEHHATA IIOATOTOBKA M OTIPABEHUTE MOAUTBH, UMIIEPATOPBT CE € Ha-
AsiBaA 1 9pe3 usobpaskenusara Ha Ce. AuMuTsp 4a nocrurne nobesa Hag
CULIUAMAHCKHTE HOpMaHH, obcaguru rpag CoayH (Tabaro XLI 19).

IIpes XII B. MOHETHUSAT HKOHOrpPadCKU perieproap ce oborarssa ¢
n3006paKeHUATA Ha HOBU CBeTHU. Busantuiickusat nmneparop Manyua
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I Komnaun (1143 — 1180) npeanouuTtan ga ce usobpassasa cvc Cs. I'eopru
u Cs. Teogop, Arexcuii 111 Anrea (1195 — 1203) — cve CB. KoncranTus,
KOHUTO BpPBYBAT HA MMIIEPATOPHTE ABOEH ABABI KPBCT UAH KBAOGO €
kpber (Hendy 1999, Pl XII, 4a.- 4d; Pl XIII, 8); Pl. XXII, la.- 1b.7)
(Ne28; 01; Ne29; 203 0368; 203 0369; :Ne30; 204_ 0408;204_ 0409;
No3l; 204 0440; 204 _0441; Ne33; 77, Ne34; 209 _0987; 209 _0988).

Omie o-roasaMo pazHoobpa3ue ce 0TOeAA3Ba B MOHETOCEYEHHUATA HA
AbpPKABUTE, CH3/4A/CHU CA€/ IIpeB3eMaHeTo Ha KOHCTaHTHHONIOA 1Tpe3
1204 r. ot punjapurte ot YeTBbpTHA KPBCTOHOCEH 1OX04. B cToAmYHNA
rpaJ BEHEITMAHI[UTE OPraHU3MpPAAd MMUTATHBHH ME/JHH MOHETOCede-
HHs 110 BU3AHTHIICKH obpasen, ¢ TpaJULIMOHHA IPABOCAABHA UKOHOT-
padusa, HO ¢ HAKOH HOBOBBbBegeHHs. MHTepecHH ca MegHUTE MOHETH
¢ n3obpaxkenusa Ha pasHoanoctoAHute Cs. Koncraatun u Cs. Eaena,
ABPKANH ABABI ABO€H KPBCT HAM CB. antocToA TleTsp, AbpsKaig KpbeT
u aBa kAtoda (Hendy 1999, Pl LI, 19.1-19.2; PL. LI1I, 26.3-26.8).

HoBu AUTYpPruYHU CHUMBOAU ce OTOEAS3BAT BbPXYy MOHETOCEYEHH -
Ta Ha BAageTeanTe oT Hukelickara (1204-1261) u CoayHckaTa nmiepus
(1224-1246). Bupxy peauiia HUKEHCKH MOHETH MMOKPOBUTEAAT HA UMIIE-
paropure Cs. Teogop CrpaTuaaTr BpbYBa €JUHUYCH HAU ABOCH KP'BCT
Ha BacuAesca (Hendy 1999, Pl. XXVII 4.1-4.6; 5a.b-5b.1; Pl. XXVIII,
8.1). Ilo nogoben vauuH e npescrassad u Cs. JUMHTBP BBPXY MOHE-
tute, cedeHu B CoayH. Bbpxy HAKou cpeGbpHH UAM MEAHU H3/JAHUSA
CBETEI'BT BPbYBA KP'BCT, BIIUCAH B KP'BI' UAH ABOEH KP'BCT. Bbpxy eana
MegHa emucusa Ha Manyua /Jyka Komuun (1230-1237), mmneparopsrt
e npeacTtaseH 3aegHO ¢bC CB. KOHCTAaHTHH, ABPIKAIIA TOAAM JBOEH
kpweT (Hendy 1999, Pl XLI, 6.1-6.3). I1pu gaunactuaTa Ha ITareorozuTe
(1258 — 1453) ce oTbeAs3Ba 3HAUUTEAHO HACUII[AHE OT HOBH, HEPA3TbA-
KYBaHHU U JOCETAa AUTYPTHYHU CHMBOAH, KAKTO OT KHTHUATA HA HAKOH
CBETIIH, TaKa U OT AUTYPTHYHO €CTECTBO, KaTO HAIIpUMEP NPEeACTaABs-
HETO BBpXy oOparHaTa CTpaHa Ha MOHETATa Ha CLEHU OT PUTYaAHATa
xuTOoMacus (mogpesbara Ha AUTYpruiiHaTa Maca) MAU Ha 9acTH OT €BXa-
puctuaTa (ynorpebata Ha ITbpKOBHATA yTBAp IPH MPEBPBIIAHETO HA
OOMKHOBEHOTO BUHO M XASI0 B KpbB U TANO l'ocniogun) (Undasanos 1996,
244-253; 284-285). Hapea ¢ HOBOBBbBE/JeHUATA TPOABAKABAT Ja C€ U3-
IIOA3BAT U TPAAUIIMOHHUTE CIIeHH, H300pa3sAaBaliu KaK UMIIEPaTOpPBT
CaM, HAH CbC CBOSI IIPECTOAOHACAEAHHUK, IIOAY4aBaT KP'bCTa OT XPHUCTOC,
boropoauna, Cs. I'eopru, Cs. Aumutsp, Cs. Koacrantun, Cs. Teogop
Crparuaar, apxanren MUXauA HAM OT APYI'H aHreAH oT HebecHara iie-
papxus (tabao XLII 23-24). ITpu Anaponuxk 111 TTareoror (1328 — 1341)
ce IOABABA U CII€HATA Ha ,,BAA/JeTeAsd KOHHUK , AbpsKamn KpbcT (Bendall
and Donald 1979, 242; Ne 13), crieHa, KOATO MHOTO IIO-PAHO € BB3IPO-
u3BeJeHa BbPXY MegHUTEe MOHeTH Ha nap Koncrantun Acen (Joues
2009, 73-76). B kpast Ha XIV u mppBute gecerunerus Ha XV B. BBPXY
MaAo6poiiHuTe cpeObpPHU U MEAHH BU3AHTUIICKH MOHETH IIPOABAKABA
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TPaAULUATA Ja CE NPEACTABA UMIEPATOPHT C KPBCT B AACHATA PBKA,
HO C TBBP/E XapaKTepHa rpyboBaTa AMHEAPHOCT U HAMBHCTHYHOCT HA
U3006paKEHUATA U BAAAECTEACKUTE HHCUIHUH, CPDABHEHH C IIPEKPACHUTE
MOHETHH oOpasnu, orcudasu oT IX g0 cpegara va XIV.

KakTo BBpXy BU3AaHTHUICKHUTE, TAKa H BBPXY O'bATAPCKUTE CPEAHOBE-
KOBHH MOHETH, YHETO U3JaBaHe ce nocrapA npu nap Msan Acen 11 (1218
— 1241), ce yrebpKAaBa KAHOHUYECKA IIPABOCAABHA UKOHOTpadus Ha
BAQJAETEACKHUS IIEPEMOHUAN, OTHACAIL €€ 0 OOAEKAOTO U BAAAETEACKH-
Te 3Hanu. bbATapckuTe mape, UMany BbPXOBHA THUTAQ, PAaBHO3HAYHA
Ha BU3AHTUICKHS BACUAEBC, A U300pa3siBaHM 110 CBIIUA HAYUH, KAKTO
TOI ce IpeACTaBsIA BBPXY CBOUTE 3AATHH, CPeOBPHU U MEAHH MOHE-
TH. B MHOrO cAyuan Bbpxy ObATAPCKUTE MOHETH Ca H30MPAHU HAII'BAHO
HOBH CIOKETH, HEIIO3HATH 3a BU3AHTHHUCKOTO MOHETOCEYeHe C HaJ XU-
ASIJOAETHA UCTOPHSI, HO BbPXY ITIOBEYETO OT TAX HEU3MEHHO ITPUCHCTBA
KP'BbCTBT KATO CAMOCTOSITEAHO U300paskeHHe HAU KATO 9acT OT IJapCKH-
T€ MHCUTHHU.

3amassa ce TpaguUHUATA Ja ce nHogdeprasa 00XKeCTBEHOTO IIpejaBa-
HE Ha BAACTTA OT HeOeCHUA Ha 3€MHUSI TOCIOAAP, CHMBOAU3UPAHO 4pe3
CKHUIITBPA C KP'bCT HAH YPe€3 N300paKEeHHETO Ha caMHuA XPHUCTOC C To-
AsM KpbcTaT HUMO. Taka npu 3saatHuTe neprnepu Ha Mean Acen 11, Ca.
AuMuTBp nojaBa Meda Ha nobeaTa Ha 11apsl, CIleHa, CHMBOAHUYHO CBBP-
3aHa ¢ uzobpaskeHueTo Ha obpaTHATa CTpaHa, IpeAcTaBsAIta XpPUCTOC
XaAKHTHC (IpaB, CTBIIMA BBPXY HOAHYM) ¢ Hajnuc ,Mcyc Xpucroc nap
Ha caasara’ (IOpykosa, Ilernues 1990, 78-82; JAouer 2009, 40-41, Ne
0010). Bppxy MmegHHuTE MOHETH LAPAT B €AHATA CU PBbKA AbP/KHU CKHII-
TBP C KP'BCT, a ¢ Apyrara noema ot Cs. /I[UMHTBp Ke3BA € MECTONBYHA
3Besga (Joues 2009, 41-44, Ne 0020-0080).

Bppxy MegHHTE MOHETOCEUYEHHUS HAa ObATapCcKHTE 1ape Muijo Acen
(1256 — 1263) u KoncranTun AceH, usgapaHu B croaunara I'epHOBO, ce
0oTOEeAs3BAT pegHIla HOBOCTH 34 IIPABOCAABHATA MOHETHA HKOHOr AU
(rabao XLI 20). Brpxy egun THI MOHETH, BMECTO H300paKEHHETO Ha
Xpucroc, € nNpeACTaBeH I'OAAM paBHOpaMeHeH KpbeT ¢ Haanuc IC XC
U 1mecToAbaHu 3Be34u (Tabao XLII 21) (JAouer 2009, 69, Ne 0610-0690),
a BBPXY JAPYT — HapAT ABPAKU KPBCT, BIIUCAH B KPBI' U HAKOAKO IIECTO-
Abanu 3Be3au (Jodes 2009, 76-82, Ne 0770-0920). 3a npbB BT HAPAT
(Koncrantun Acen) e nszobpaseH BbpXy Hali-mMHOrobpoiiHaTa MOHET-
Ha €MHUCHSI KaTO TpUyMQHpall KOHHUK, A'bPKall JBOEH KPBCT (TabAo
XLII 21). Tasu ciieHa no-KbCcHO e 0b€ KOMHupaHa OT BU3AHTHUCKHUTE
IpaBbOPH NpPHU U3/4aBAHETO HA HAKOAKO MEJAHH U CpeObPHH MOHETH Ha
Angponuxk III ITareoror n sa Manyua II ITareonror (1391 — 1425).

KpbcTBT IpUCHCTBA BbPXY BCHYKHU CPeObPHU U MEJHU MOHETOCEYE-
HHsA Ha 6bArapckute mape or XIV B. B pa3AUYHU BapUAaHTH, C LIEA Ha-
TA€AHO /Ja Ce MOKaKe CUMBOAMYHATA BPb3Ka MeKAy HebecHaTa U 3eMHa
BAACT U KO MOe Ja g npurekasa. B Tbpcene Ha Tasu Bpb3Ka HE CAy-
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YalHO BBPXY IMOYTH BCHYKU G'BATAPCKH MOHETH OT TO3H IEPHOJ 1[apAT
UAM LJapuIiaTa AbpKaT CKUITPH C KPbCT HAM BbpPXy oOpaTHaTa cTpaHa
€ IPe/JCTABEH ChbIIUAT CUMBOA B PA3AMYHH BapuaHTH (Tabao XLII 25-
28). Kato uHTepeceH npuMmep 3a Bb3IPOM3BEK/AAHE HA CTApU BU3AH-
Tuiicku uKonorpadgcku obpasuu ot XIV B. ca MegnuTE MOHETH HA I1Ap
HBan Arexkcanabp (dodes 2009, 161-162; 2910-2930). Bbpxy egqHa HEro-
BAa EMHCHs HApPAT € u300pa3eH ¢ AbABI KP'BCT, 2 Ha oOpaTHATa CTpaHa
Pa34BOEH B JOAHATA CH 9ACT KP'bCT, YKPACEH C AaKAHTOBU KAOHKH (/oues
2009, 161-162; 2910-2930) (Ne 46; 3201027402-a; Ne 46; 3201027402-r).
Tosu THII KPBCT KOCBEHO HAIIOMHA 3a CIIACUTEAHATa POAA HAa XPUCTOC
U JOCTUTIaHE Ha paiiCKuTe BCEA€HH:A upe3 BApa KbM Hero. Ilpu tosm
6bArapcku nap ce oTbeAs3BaT Hal-3HAYUTEAHHTE 110 KOAHYECTBO O'bA-
rapcku cpebbpHU U Me/JHU MOHETOCEYEHH A, U3/JaBaHU IPEJHUMHO B MO-
HeTapHMIaTa Ha CToAnuHus TbpHOB. /ocera ca mosnaru gse cpebbpHU
MOHeTOCedeHHUs ¢ o0ma npoayknusa ok. 10-15 Muamona exkseMmnaspa,
Kakto M 19 Tuna meguu monetu (Joues 2009, 128-154). Bbpxy Bcuuku
OT TAX KPBCTHT HEU3MEHHO IIPUCHCTBA ChC CBOATA CIIACUTEAHA POAS U
CHMBOA Ha BbpPXOBHA BAAcT (Tabao XLII 29).

B cbmua kaHOHHMYECKHU AYX ca u3paborenu cpeObpHUTE U MEAHH MO-
HeTH Ha nocaegHuTe 6bArapcku nape Msan Mumvan (1371 — 1395) u
Hpan Cpanumup (1355 — 1396). Bbpxy BCUYKH MOHETH ABaMara Iiape
ca n300pasenu JbpKaIU CKUITHP C KPbCT UAM APYT BHJ KE3bA, KATO
AMIIEBUTE MOHETHH CTPAaHH CUMBOAMYHO Ca CBBP3aHU € M306paKeHU-
ATa Ha oOpaTrHUTE cTpaHH, npejcrasamu Xpucroc ITantokparop, Cs.
Boropoaunia nAM pa3sAMYHU BU/JOBE KPBCTOBE HAM MOHOI'PAMH BbB BH/J
Ha KpPBCT (Tabao XLIT 30-32).

YTebpAeHaTa TPaAullua Ha U300pa3saBaHe HAa KP'bCTA KaTO €4UH OT
OCHOBHMTE CUMBOAM Ha XPHCTOC BBPXY ObATAapCKUTE CPEAHOBEKOBHHU
MOHETH € IpejajeHa U BbpXy MOAEPHOTO G'bArapCcKO MOHETOCEYEHE U
xeparguka ot 1878 r. 4o Hamu guau. KpbCThT, MOCTaBeH BBPXY KBAGO-
BU/HATa KOPOHA KAaTO OCHOBHA YaCT Ha AbpKasHUA repb Ha Pernrybauka
bbArapus, CHMBOAM3HPA HE CAMO 3aKpuAaTa Ha XpHUCTOC HaJ ObATapu-
T€, HO U CUAHA U €4HMHHA ObATapCKa AbpKaBa.
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Tabao XLI
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32. Cpebbpua Monera Ha Mpan Mumman (1371 - 1395), T'spHoBO.
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THE CROSS - A SYMBOL WITHIN THE BYZANTINE
AND MEDIEVAL BULGARIAN COINAGE

Konstantin Dochev
(Summary)

The work presents a brief though synthesized chronological review
on the appearance and affirmation of the Christian Cross as a basic and
leading symbol on the Byzantine and Bulgarian Medieval coins in the
course of the 7" — 14" ¢. From a means of execution during the Principate
in the Roman Empire (1** — early 4" c.), the Cross became a symbol of
the martyrdom of God-Man Christ, the Son of God, the second face
of God, an irrevocable and integral part of the triune, consubstantial,
without beginning, eternal and infinite Holy Trinity — the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. Gradually, with the confirmation of the Orthodox
Christianity and mostly from the reign of Constantine the Great (306 —
337) onwards, along with the writing of the main dogmatic-theological
canons both in philosophical and practical terms, they were paying
attention to the ways in which all liturgical texts related to the prophecies
of the long-awaited Messiah, the Saviour of all sinners of the first-time sin
committed by Adam and Eve.

After the crucifixion of Christ on the Cross, on the vertical pillar of
the scaffold, the Roman soldier attached a transversely short wooden
board with the mocking inscription of Jesus of Nazareth King of Judea in
Hebrew, Greek and Latin. Later this small board would become not only
an element of the artistic reproductions of some types of crosses, but also
an instance for establishing the dogma that the Holy Christian scripts
(the Old and New Testaments, Nomocanon, Liturgics, etc.) are allowed to
write and preach only in these three languages.

The universal imposition of Christianity as an official religion in the
entire Roman state under Theodosius I (379 — 395) helped to establish the
new philosophical ideology in both theological and dogmatic terms, as
well as the decoration of the churches, the layout of icons, the church plate,
the priestly and royal garments, the imperial and patriarchal ceremonial,
and the imperial insignia. They began to impose the theological doctrines
on the vertical order of subordination of the Heavenly Kingdom, headed
by the Holy Trinity (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) and the
three-degree angelic hierarchy as each degree was composed of three
ranks. The life on earth should be organized in the same way, with the
Byzantine Emperor heading all subjects, his everlasting divine power
believed to be transmitted mostly through Jesus Christ, Theotokos, angel
of Heavens or a Saint. The imperial insignia, clothing, and ceremonial
became one of the strongest means of expression that emphasized the
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supreme power of the Roman Basileus. Among these insignia, the cross
was the most important symbol of Christ Himself, the Heavenly King.
This is evident from the iconographic design of the Byzantine golden,
silver and copper coins from the 6" — 7" c. On them the Emperor bears a
diadem with a cross or holds a globe with a cross as an Autocrat similarly
to Christ Pantocrator, an image affirmed in the church fresco, mosaic
or portable icon. The Empresses are depicted in the same way though
bearing three-point crowns. In the beginning (6" — 7" c.) images of Christ
were yet missing. The most repeatedly presented was the pagan Victoria/
Nike transformed as an angel of the Lord, holding a large single or
double cross combined with the Christogram and multi-stars. From the
time of Emperor Heraclius (610-641), on the reverse of the golden solidi
and silver coins they began to represent a single or a double cross over
three steps, a symbol of Christ Saviour and His road to Golgotha as well
as of an allusion of climbing the ladder to spiritual perfection.

The first images of Christ on Byzantine coins appeared under Justinian
IT Rhinotmetos. The peculiar feature of this initial portrait of the Son of
God is the absence of a halo although a large single cross behind the
head is emphasized — a symbol of His self-sacrifice. Around the image
of Christ they engraved the title of Rex regnantium (King of the Kings)
in Latin and this legend will remain as constant on all golden byzantine
coins representing Christ till the monetary reform of Alexios I Komnenos
(1081 — 1118). The same royal title formula has been accepted also with
the Byzantine state ceremonial.

During the period of Iconoclasm the Cross took its constant position on
both coin sides on both the imperial insignia and the substantive image on
the reverse. From Michael IIT (842 — 867) to the late 14™ c. the Cross was
entirely approved as a basic royal sign meaning the symbolic acceptance of
the supreme intransitive Divine power by the mortal temporary monarch
transmitted through Christ, Theotokos or a certain saint.

The Cross is present also on all silver and copper coinages of the
Bulgarian Monarchs from the 14™ c. in variants to illustrate the symbolic
connection between Heavenly and earthly power and who can hold it. In
search of this connection, it was not by accident that almost all Bulgarian
coins of that time show the king or the queen holding scepters with a cross
or the same symbol in variants on the reverse.
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