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ABSTRACT

The paper presents a Byzantine lead seal (molybdobull) of the Emperor Isaac
IT Angelus (1185 — 1195) acquired for the collection of the National Museum of
History — Sofia in 2021. It was found in the region of the town of Harmanli. This
is the fifth published molybdobull of this emperor discovered on the present-
day Bulgarian territory so far. The documented number of lead seals of Isaac II
Angelus found in present-day Bulgaria is most probably related to the turbulent
events resulting from the complicated relations between the Byzantine Empire and
the recently restored Bulgarian Kingdom following the uprising of Asen and Peter.

Keywords: molybdobull; Isaac II Angelus; uprising of Asen and Peter;
Harmanli

IMpe3s 2016 uau 2017 r. UMAHAPH € TOMOIITA HA METAAOTbPCAY OTKPH-
AH PAADBK BU3AHTUHCKU CPPArUCTHYEH NAMETHUK — OAOBEH IeJar (Mo-
AuBgoByA) Ha umneparop HMcak I1 Arrea (1185 — 1195). Eauncrsenoro,
KOETO YCIISIXME Aa yCTAHOBUM OTHOCHO MACTOTO HA U3KOIIABAHETO MY, €,
4e TO ce HaMHupa HAKbJAe B XapmaHAuiicko. [Ipes 2021 r. MOAUBAOBYABT
6eme npugobur or Hanponarnus ucropuyecku myseit — Copus, Kb-
A€TO € 3aBeJeH B OCHOBHUSA HYMHU3MATHUYEH U cPparucTudeH GpoHJ 1o/
nnseHTapen Ne 56441.

OnucanueTo Ha evyaTa €, KaKTO CA€Ba:

Monuedoeyn na umnepamop Hcax II Anzen (1185 — 1195), mun B
(Jordanov 2009, 105, NeNe 198 — 199)

Aunne: Haanucer He Amun. Xpucrtoc ¢ HEMO, TYHHKAa M MaHTHA,
cegHaA Ha npecTton 6e3 obaerano, Hacpema. C AsBaTa CU PbKA ABPKU
eBaHreAHe npe ropaute cu. C gsacHarta cu pbka baarocaass. [lopagu
AOIIIO OTIIeYaTBAHE ¢ OYAOTHMPHOHA JOAHATA YacT Ha 6Aarocaassmiara
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AACHA pbKa, KAKTO U AACHOTO PAaMO HAa IIPECTOAA HE Ca C€ OTHEYATAAM.

Omnako: OT OKOAOBPBCTHHUA HAJIIHUC C€ € OTIeYaTaAd CaMoO IOAOBHU-
Hara: + ICAAKIOC BACIAEVC/ - - - - - - . MMniepaTopsT cbC cTEMa, AH-
BUTHCHOH U AOPOC, 1Tpas, Hacpema. C gsAcHaTa CH pbKa AbP/KH CKUIITBP
C KPBCT, A C AABATA — aHeKCUKakus:A. l'ope, BaacHo — boxuara gecuuna,
KOATO T0 KopoHs#Acsa. [Topaau Aromio oTnedarsane ¢ 6y AOTHPHOHA ASIBA-
Ta pbKa Ha MMIIEPATOPA, C KOATO TOH ABP/KH AHEKCUKAKHMATA, HE AMYH,
a camMaTa AaHEKCHKAKHA € e]Ba AHYaIia.

O6p. 1.
Fig. 1.

OnoBo; 32 — 34 mym; 22,00 1. ITOAYyM3TPUT U AEKO U3KPUBEH €K3EM-
HAAP, HOKPUT C IANBTHA ThMHOCHBA IIaTuHA (06p. 1).

Moausgosyaute Ha Mcak 11 Aarea ca muoro peaku. Taka nanpumep
B KaTaAOTa Ha FOAAMAaTa KOAEKIIUA ¢ BUSAHTUHCKHU rnevatu Ha I. 3akoc
HEe BAU3a HUTO €4HH €K3eMIIAsIp oT Tsax (Zacos, Veglery 1972, Chapter
I: Imperial Seals, 1 — 127), koeto e TBBbpge mokaszareAano. Karo ye au
Ha#-MHOTO €K3EeMITASPH OT OAOBHHUTE IT€YaTH HA TO3H UMIIEPATOP MPO-
U3XO0K /AT OT JHelIHaTa TepuTopusa Ha brarapusa. B Kopnyca na Busan-
THiickuTe nevaTn ot BhArapus, cherasen ot npodecop Us. Hopaanos,
ca onucaHH 4eTupu MoAuBjoByAa Ha Mcak IT Anren (Jordanov 2009,
104 - 106, NeNe 197 — 200), kouto ca oT Tpu pa3audnu tuma. Hamusar
€K3eMIIAAD € OT THIl B, oT KoiiTo nMma ome gBa nedara (Jordanov 2009,
105, NeNe 198 — 199). Ot Te3u gBa 1edara € HAIOCTPUPAH CAMO € AUHU-
AT, KOUTO IPOU3X0KAA OT 3EMAUIIETO Ha ceAo 3eMAeH, CTapo3aropcko
(Jordanov 2009, 105, Ne 198). Toii e TBBbpae 3Ae 3ama3eH, HO BCE IAK
MOJKe Ja C€ YCTaHOBH, 4e He € OUA OTIedyaTaH IOoCPeJCTBOM Chius 6y-
AOTHPHOH, € KOHTO € 6UA OoTIedaTad NyOAUKYBAHUAT TYK €K3EMITAAP.

Yerupure morusgosyra Ha HMcak 11 Aurea, onucanu B Kopryca Ha
BU3AHTHHMCKHUTE Ie4aTu oT bbArapus, ca c U3B€CTHH MECTOHAMUPAHUA.
Te npounsxoxkgar ot:

1. Apxeororuueckure paskonku Ha llapesen, Beanko TbprOBO (NO
199);

2. 3emaumeTto Ha ceno 3eMaeH, Ctaposaropcko (Ne 198);

3. 3emaumeTo Ha ceAo Meanuna, Eaxoscko (Ne 197);

4. CpegnosekoBHaTa kpenoct npu Cumeonosrpag (Ne 200).
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Ille npunoMHUM, 4e NYOAUKYBAHUAT MOHACTOAIIEM €K3EMIIAAP OT
$onga va HUM — Codus e HamepeHr B XapMaHAHICKO.

Kakro e or6easizar Us. HopaaHOB, OTKpUBAHETO HA TE3H MOAHB-
AOBYAH Ha TEPUTOpUATA Ha JHeNIHa bbArapus caeasa Ja ce cebpke
CBC CHOUTHUATA, MPOUBAEIAU OT CAOKHHUTE B3AUMOOTHOIIEHUSA MEKAY
BusanTusa m TOKy-1o Bb3CTaHOBEHaTa bbArapcka gbpkasa M U3ITbA-
BAIU T'OAAMA YaCT OT AECETrOAUITHOTO yrpasAeHue Ha Hcak 11 Aarea
(Jordanov 2009, 106). llle mpuImOMHUM HAKOH OT T€3U CHOUTHAL.

IlouTn Begnara caeq n36yxBaHeTo npe3 HoemMBpu 1185 r. Ha BpcTaHME-
TO Ha 6bATapUTE, IpeaBOKAaHu oT Opatata IleTsp u Acen, BuzanTusa
pearupana U B3eAd PEHIUTEAHU MEPKH 32 HEroBOTO HorymasaHne. Oile
Ipe3 4eKEMBPHU ChIaTa rogUHA UMIIEPATOPBT U3IPATHA CPEIly BhCTa-
HUITUTE apMUS, OTAABEHA OT HETOBUs YHYO, ceBacTokpaTtop Hoawn, a 1o-
KBCHO OT Kecapsi Moan Kanrakysun (Mcropus na Buarapus 1982, 122).
Caea ToBa nipes Maii 1186 1. caMHAT UMIIEPATOP OTAABHA TOASIMA apMHMS,
C KOSATO IpeMuHaA nipe3 MsTouna Tpakusa u npe3 MAaHUHCKUTE IPOXOAU
Ha Msrouna Crapa naanuna (Mcropua na bearapua 1982, 123).

IIpes ecenrta na cpmiara 1186 r. Mcak II Anrea ce ycranosua 8 Oapus,
KbJ€TO OUAM CHCPEJOTOYEHH 3HAYUTEAHH BU3AHTUHCKY BOEHHHU CUAH,
HpeJHa3HAYEHU Ja IPOTOHAT HaBAe3AHTE B Tpakua 6bArapcku orps-
au. Ot OgpuH BU3aHTUICKUTE BOMCKHU ce oTipaBuAH KbM bopyii (Ctapa
3aropa), kato npu 6AMU3KaTa 40 TO3U Ipaj KPEnocT ,Aapjesa” ce cbCTos-
AaroasaMa 6utka ¢ 6barapure (Mcropusa Ha bearapus 1982, 124).

ITpes mpoaeTTa Ha cAaeaBamaTa 1187 r. BU3AaHTHICKUAT UMIIEpPATOP CE
HNPUABHKHA C APMHUATA CH ITPe3 TpaKkusA, mpeMuHaA npe3 Erponoackus
HPOX04 M IOANOKHMA Ha TPUMECEYHa HeycnenmHa obcasa paxkHara 6bA-
rapcka kpenoct ,, Aoseu” (Mcropusa Ha bearapusa 1982, 124).

IIpes npoaerTa Ha 1190 . 3HAUUTEAHH OTPAAU OT ObATAPH U KYMAHU
HaBAe3AU B [TaroBgusckara obaact. Pasruesen or tosa, Mcak II Aurea
OPTaHHU3HpPaAA HAH-TOAEMHUSA CH 1I0X04 cpenty bbarapckoro mapcrso, 1e-
ASI I'BAHOTO My yHUIIIOKaBaHe. Herosure BolicKu 1o cya u o Mmope
HAXAyAHU B 3eMHUTe Ha cesep oT CTapa mAaHuHA U 06CagMAN CTOAUIIATA
Topuoso. Ho KpaAT Ha Tasu BoeHHa onepanus OMA IIAAQYEBEH 32 BH-
sanTuiinuTe. Te 6uAM Ha'bAHO pa3buTH B TpeBHEHCKUA baakan, Karo
HUMIIEPATOP'BT € MAAIIMHATA OLEAEAH OT apMUATA CH €/Ba YCIIAA Ja ce
aobepe c 6arcTso go bopyi#t (Mcropus Ha bbarapua 1982, 128).

ITepuoasr 1191 — 1194 r. 6UA U3I'BAHEH C HallaZaTEAHU AEHCTBUSA
HQa BOMCKOBU OTpsAAU OT ObATapu U KyMaHH B Tpakus. BusanTuiickure
BAACTH CE OIMUTBAAU, MAKap U HEYCIIEIITHO, Ja OPTaHU3HPaT TPAKHHCKH-
T€ TapHU30HHU 32 OTHOpP Ha Te3u HanajeHnus. Hakpas, npes mapt 1195 .,
Hcax II AHrean Haueao Ha roasMa U gobpe opraHU3UpaHa BOUCKa ce
OTIIPaBHUA B IOPEAHUA CU 1I0X0/ cpemy bbArapus, koifTo ce okasana mo-
cAegeH 3a Hero. B raaBHaTa My KBapTUpa, KOATO OMAA YCTAHOBEHA B
Tpakuiickua rpaj Kurceaa, 6MA OpraHu3npaH 3aroBop, PbKOBOJEH OT
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Herosus 6par Aaexkcuii. Mcak II Aarea OUA cBaA€H OT IPECTOAA U OCAE-
neH (Mcropusa na bearapusa 1982, 130).

Taka ouepraHara, Makap M CBbBCEM CXE€MAaTHYHO, OOCTAHOBKA B
Tpakus caeg n3byxsaHeTo Ha BbcTaHueTo Ha IleTsp u Acen B 1185 1. €
TBBpAE KpacHopeunsa. OueBMAHO Tazu oOAACT e 6uaa ocHOBHATA 6a3a
Ha OPraHM3MpPAHUTE IOYTH NEPMAHEHTHO IIOXO/JH HA BU3AHTHHCKH-
Te BOIICKH, 4€CTO I'bTH NPEABOKAAHH OT CaMUA HUMIIEPATOP, LEASIIIH
YHHIIOKaBAaHETO HA TOKY-IIO Bb3CTAHOBEHOTO bbArapcko napcrso. Ot
Apyra cTpaHa, OTBOIOBaHeTO Ha Tpakusa um NpuchbejUHABAHETO U KbM
ocsobogeHUTE Bede ObATAPCKHU 3€MH, HaMHpaIu ce Ha cesep oT Crapa
IIAQHHHA, € 6UA0 OCHOBHa 3a4a4a 32 napere Ilersp u Acen.

Tasu u3BBHpPEAHO AUHAMHUYHA OOCTAaHOBKA B TPAKHUCKHUTE 3E€MU
HPOABAKUAA TOUTH O€3 NPEKBCBAHE IIPE3 IIAANOTO AECETIOAMIIHO I1a-
pysase Ha Mcax II AHrea, o6scHsIBA OTKPUBAHETO HA HETOBUTE OAOB-
HHU IeYatu B TAX. HAMa cbMHeEHHe, 9e MHOKECTBO MUCMA, ChAbpP:KallH
Pa3sAHYHH pa3nopesOu, HHCTPYKLIHUU U T.H., ca OMAHM H3NpAIaHH OT
HMIIEPATOPCKATa KaHIEAAPHUA A0 HAaYaAHHIIUTE Ha MHOrOOpOHHHTE
KPEIIOCTH U FapHU30HHU, HamMmupamu ce B Tpakusa. Ileara e 6unra e ga
ce MOATOTBAT 32 y4acTHe BbB BOCHHUTE ACUCTBHUA cpemy 6bArapure.
Taxkusa nucma ca OMAHM U3NPAIIAHU U J0 OTAEAHHTE MECTHH (PEOJANH,
3a4bAKABAIIM I'M A OPraHU3UPAT IPEXPAHATA U AarepyBaHETO HA BU-
3aHTHUHMCKHMTE BOEHHU YACTH, OTIIPABUAH C€ 4a BOIOBAT C ObATApHUTE.

Ocobeno uaTepeceH € GakThT, Y€ €4UH OT IETTEe U3BECTHHU IIOHACTO-
sameM MOAUBJAOBYAH Ha Mcak 11 AHrea, mpousxoskJamnia OT ceranHara
TepUTOpPHUS Ha bbATapusA, € HaMepeH MPHU APXEOAOTHUECKUTE PA3KOIKHU
Ha xbAMa Llapesen BB BeAaunrko TupHoso. Hail-sepoaTHo ¢ To3u me-
4yaT € OUA CKpEIeH HAKAKDBB JOKYMEHT UAU HAKAKBO IIUCMO, U3IIPATEHO
OT UMETO Ha BU3AHTHUCKUSA HUMIEPATOp A0 ObATapckara LapcKa KaH-
LeAApUsl UAU 40 HAKOH APyT BHUCOKOIIOCTABEH aJpecarT B CTOAMIIATA
ToprOBO. Moxke 6u TOBa € cTaHaAO IO BpeMme Ha obcagara Ha rpaJja
npes 1190 r.

BHuMaTeAHOTO pasraexJaHe Ha NYOAHMKYBAaHUA TYK MOAHBJOBYA,
IIPOU3XOKAANl OT XapMaHAHMCKO, IOKa3Ba, 4€ ToH € 6MA oTmedyaTaH
TBBpAe HeOpexHOo. Korato HEOTIeYaraHOTO OAOBHO s1/PO C IpoKapa-
HHs IIpe3 KaHaAa MY IIHYP € OMAO IIOCTABEHO MEXKAY ABETE MaTPUIIH
Ha OYAOTHPHOHA, € IIOCAE€ABAA Y4ap C 9yK BbpPXy ropHara marpuna. Ho
TO3H yAap € OUA HAHECEH HEBHUMATEAHO U IOPAAU TOBA HE KAKTO Tp:A6-
Ba. BMeCcTO BEPTUKAAHO — OTTOpE HAJOAY, TOH € OMA HAHECEH 110/ BI'bA.
B pesyaTar Ha TOBA 9acTU OT H300paKEHUATA BBbPXY AULIEBATA U 0Opart-
HaTa CTPAaHH He ca ce orneyaTard. OT AbATHA OKOAOBP'BCTEH HAAIIHC,
PAa3IIOAOKEH OKOAO UTIypaTa Ha UMIEpPATOpa BbPXY OIAKOTO, CE € OT-
neyarana camo mbpsara norosuHa + ICAAKIOC BACIAEVC (BasABO).
Bropara My noaosuHa, raacsama POMAION O AIT€AOC, uzobmo He
ce e oTIevyaTraAaa.
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Haﬁ-BepOHTHO Ta3"u HEMAPAHBOCT IIPH OTII€YATBAHETO HA MOAHUBJO-
ByAa He e cAaydaiina. Ta Tpabea ga ce e gbAKanra HA TOAAMO Obp3aHe,
KOETO II'bK OT CBOSI CTPAaHaA IIPEJIIOAAra, 4e 3a KPaTKo BpeMme e Tpsab-
BaAO Ja 6bJaT moAnedaTaHH 3HAYHTEAEH Opoi NmucMa (JOKYMEHTH) U
CIIEIIHO Jga 6'I)AaT HU3MNPATCHH K'bM TEXHHUTEC aJgpeCcaTu. Taka 4ge AOpH 1
32 HEKAYECTBEHO OTIIEYaTAHUTE MOAUBJAOBYAH C€ € IIPUEAO, Y€ ,,BhPIIaT
pabora“ u Te He ca 6Guam moameHeHu. TakaBa KOpECIIOHJEHIIHSA ,HA
KOHBeiep* BEPOATHO € ChbAbPKAAA €JHOTUIIHH Pa3nopej6H H/HAM HH-
CTPYKIIUH, U3IPATEHH 110 €/JHO U CBIIO BpEME HA PA3AUYHH a/PECaTH.
MHOro e Bb3MOKHO Te Jga ca GUAHM CBBP3aHHU C II0JrOTOBKATA HA HAKOA
OT MHOroOpoiiHUTE BOCHHU KaMIIAHUH, OPTaHM3UPAHU OT BU3AHTHII-
CKOTO IPABUTEACTBO Cpely GbArapure.
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MOLYBDOBULL OF THE BYZANTINE EMPEROR ISAAC IT ANGELUS
(1185 - 1195) FOUND IN HARMANLI REGION

Vladimir PENCHEV
SUMMARY

In 2016 or 2017 treasure hunters using a metal detector discovered a
rare Byzantine sphragistic artefact — a lead seal (molybdobull) of Emperor
Isaac II Angelus (1185 - 1195). The only reliable piece of information
related to the artefact’s provenance is that it has been found in the
Harmanli region. In 2021 the seal entered the collection of the National
History Museum — Sofia.

Isaac IT Angelus’s molybdobulls are very rare. It is worth mentioning not
a single specimen was published in the catalogue of the large collection of
Byzantine seals of G. Zakos. It seems that the highest number of lead seals
of this emperor was found on the territory of present-day Bulgaria. Four
molybdobulls of Isaac I1 Angelus divided into three types have been published
by Prof. I. Jordanov in the Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria. The seal
published here belongs to type B, of which there are two more specimens.
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Jordanov noted that the discovery of these molybdobulls on the territory
of present-day Bulgaria should be viewed in the context of the events
resulting from the complicated relations between the Byzantine Empire
and the newly restored Bulgarian Kingdom, which took place during a
large part of the ten-year reign of Isaac II Angelus.

Apparently, the geographical area of Thrace functioned as the main
base of the almost permanent campaigns of the Byzantine army, often
led by the emperor himself, aimed to destroy the Bulgarian Kingdom,
recently restored after the uprising of Asen and Peter. On the other
hand, the conquest of Thrace and its annexation to the already liberated
Bulgarian territories to the north of the Balkan was a priority for the
Tsars Asen and Peter.

The extremely dynamic situation in Thrace, which lasted, almost
without interruption, during the ten-year reign of Isaac II Angelus,
explains the discovery of the emperor’s lead seals on this territory.
Undoubtedly, many letters outlining various regulations, instructions, etc.
were sent from the imperial office to the commanders of the numerous
strongholds and garrisons located in Thrace. The goal was to prepare
them for taking part in the military campaigns against the Bulgarians.
Such letters were also sent to the local lords, who had the obligation to
provide food and lodging for the Byzantine troops preparing to fight the
Bulgarians.



