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HYMHU3MATHUKA, COPATUCTHUKA U EITUTPA®PUKA e oHAQIH U IEIATHO €5KETOAHO U3JaHUE OT
HanmonaAHHSA apXeoAOTHYEeCKH HHCTUTYT € My3eil — bbarapcka akagemus na maykute (HAMM) cbe
cBO0OO/EH OHAAIH JOCTbII. Besaka crarua 6uBa nperaexJaHa npes gBaMa aHOHHMHU PelleH3eHTH.
Bceku o TOMOBETE € ITOCBETEH HA HAYYHU CTAaTHMH M IPUHOCH 3a MOHETH, MOHETHH ChKPOBHIIIA, I1€-
YaTH, MOHETOBU/HHU M enUrpapcku aprepakTy OT PasAMYHM My3eiiHu GoHgoBe, OT 00IIeCTBEHH U
YaCTHU KOAEKIUHU B bbArapusa u 4yk6HHA, KAKTO M OT apXEOAOrHYecKH paskonku. Ha crpannnure
HA CITHCAaHUETO MOTaT Ja ce HaMepsAT M TeMATUIHH, AHAAMTHYHU H JUCKYCHOHHU TPYAOBE B 00AACTTA
HAa HYMH3MaTHKaTa, cpparuCTHKaTa H eNurpaduKaTa OT PAa3SAMYHU HCTOPHIECKH MEPHOAU, KAKTO H
MACTOTO UM B OOAACTTA HA APXEOAOTHATA U MHCMEHUTE M3BOPH.BUCOKUAT peJaKIJHOHEH KOHTPOA
1pu 1oA60pa ¥ MOAroTOBKATa HA MyOAMKAIIMUTE € TApAHTHPAH OT HAIllaTa PeJaKIJMOHHA IPoIeypa
— CTAaTHMTE CE PELIEH3UPAT OT CIIEUAAMCTH, 4006pe 3a1I03HATH € O6CHKAAHUTE TEMU.

YKA3AHUA KBM ABTOPUTE

Prronucu:

IIpuemat ce MaTepuaAu, KOUTO He ca NyOAMKyBaHU (MAHM Ja/J€HH 3a II€YaT) B JPyro U3JaHHUE.

Karo exerogHo crnucaHue CpoKbT 3a IIPEMAHE Ha CTUTHH 3a 1pe/cTosAi 6poii e g0 31 maii.
ITy6Aankanuure Tpsabsa g4a CbAbPKAT: 3arAaBHe, aBTOP/U, apuArnanus (Ha 6bATaPCKH M Ha aHTAHH-
CKH), KAIOUOBH AYMH (Ha aHTAHHCKH), TEKCT, CIHCHK C IIUTHpPaHAaTa AUTEPaTypa, HAIOCTPallHH,
OIIMC HAa MAIOCTPAaIUHTE (Ha 6bArapCKH MAM Ha aHTAMMCKH), pe3ioMe (Ha 6bATapCKH MAHM Ha aH-
ramiickn). CTpeMesRBT HU € Ja MoAAbpKaMe JBye3UdeH CTAaHJaPT — IIPHEMAT ce CTaTHH Ha GbATapCKH
U HA aHTAMHCKH €3HK, KaTO BCEKHM OT NMyOAMKYBAHUTE MaTepUaAH TpAOBa Jga 6bje NPH/PYKEH OT
pe3ioMe Ha €3MKA AATEPHATUBEH Ha OCHOBHUA €3UK Ha cTaTuATa. Hanmpumep, ako OCHOBHHMAT TEKCT €
Ha 6BATAPCKU €3UK— aOCTPAKTBT, PE3IOMETO M KAIOYOBHTE JYMU U TPAOBAAO 4a CA HA AHTAMICKY €3UK.

Harocrpanum:

1. YeprexuTe 1 PHCYHKHUTE M€ €A B TEKCTOBO TANO 1 TpsAGBa Ja 6bgaT chobpasenu ¢ HAGOPHO MOAE
(120X200 mm).

2. CaumkH: M3uCcKBaT cé BUCOKO KaueCTBEHH 11BeTHH n3obpaxenus. [Tocousar ce Homepa Ha o6pasa u
OpHEHTAIMATA My, AKO MMa HYk4a. O6pasure TpsibBa 4a 6baar ¢ pearHa (ONTHYECKA) PE3OAIOIIHS HEe
no-maAka ot 300 roukn na muda (300 dpi). [Tpremar ce camo caeguuTe paitroru popmaru 3a obpasure:
jpg. -tif, .eps, .psd.
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LEAD COMMERCIAL SEALING
FROM KOVACHEVSKO KALE

Oleg ALEXANDROV*, Simeon STANCHEV**

*Unaversity of Veliko Tarnovo ,,St. Cyril and St. Methodius®, 2 T. Tarnovsk: Str., 5000
Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria; oleg _alexandrov@abuv.bg
**Historical Museum — Popovo, 97 Bulgaria Blud., 7800 Popovo, Bulgaria;
simeon.stanchev94@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

As a result of the three-month campaign in 2021, an early Christian basilica
was discovered at the Kovachevsko kale fortress. It was built in the eastern part of
the late Roman balneum, dated shortly after the Gothic Wars of Valens. During
the excavation of via sagularis (between the fortress wall and the basilica) seven
coins (dated from the second half of the 4" and the beginning of the 5" century),
iron ring, small bronze chain and one lead sealing were found in proximity. The
lead sealing is in the shape of a truncated cone with a diametre of 11 — 13 mm. A
three-line inscription in Greek is preserved on the obverse: XEB/AX/...]/N. Cities
called Sebastén/Sebastopolis are known from throughout the Roman Empire,
but our focus is mainly on the cities of the Late Antiquity period in Asia Minor,
which were major producers and exporters of various goods.

A complete coincidence in terms of the period and other features is found
with Elaiussa Sebaste (Edawodoa Zefaory), also called Zefaoryvedv nohic or simply
Zepaoraw. The peak of the city’s economic development is recorded at the very
end of the 4™ to 7" centuries, focusing on the production of wine, olive oil and
glassware. These data testify to the arrival of goods (probably through interme-
diaries) from the significant Mediterranean centre to the Late Roman fortress of
Kovachevsko kale at the end of the 4" — first half of the 5™ century.

Keywords: Late Antiquity, Elaiussa Sebaste, Kovacheuvsko kale, commercial
sealing, trade links

The Late Roman fortress of Kovachevsko kale is located in present-day
Northeastern Bulgaria, 6 km west of the town of Popovo, Targovishte dis-
trict. It was built during the reign of Emperor Constantine I (306 — 337)
on the important thoroughfare connecting the Roman and Late Roman
cities of Nicopolis ad Istrum and Marcianopolis. The fortified area is 4 ha.

https://doi.org/10.53250/nse21.243-250
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The fortification system is of impressive dimensions: the perimeter of the
fortress walls (with a thickness of 3.20 m and an assumed height of over
12 m) is 1 km (of which 220 m have been excavated); 17 towers (of which
5 excavated); two main gates (of which the Western Gate has been com-
pletely explored).

Since 2014, large-scale research has been carried out inside the for-
tress. In the period 2014 — 2016, a huge horreum (with dimensions 24 x
53 m and an area of 1200 sq. m) was partially uncovered. The horreum
functioned as intended in the second and third quarter of the 4" century
(Alexandrov 2017, 11 — 78). In the period 2017 — 2019, a synchronous Late
Roman complex with a balneum (covering an entire insula of 500 sq. m)
was excavated (Alexandrov 2019, 7 — 71).

As a result of the three-month campaign in 2021, it was established
that by the end of the 4" century the east part of the complex with the bal-
neum had been rebuilt into a three-aisled early Christian basilica, which
existed until the Hun invasions in the middle of the 5" century (fig. 1).
It largely repeats the easternmost parts of the Late Roman balneum. The
early Christian church was built shortly after the end of the Gothic Wars
and the pacification of the area in 382 during the reign of Emperor
Theodosius I (379 — 395), as evidenced by the numismatic material found
on and below the brick floor (Alexandrov 2023, 9 — 97).

After the complete uncovering of the basilica, the survey has been
focused on excavating the street (via sagularis) north of the church and
south of the fortress wall. The research of the street began in the 90s of
the last century with the discovery of the northern fortress wall and the
towers adjacent to it, but it was limited in the southern direction. When
excavating the layer 0.10 m above the level of the ancient street (el. 221.70
m) in square IIT -14 (fig. 2), several metal objects were found: 7 coins', a
lead sealing®, an iron ring® and a bronze chain®*. All of them were found
at the same level (with a difference of a few centimetres) and can certainly
be attributed to the same context.

The lead sealing (fig. 3) is of particular interest. It has the shape of a
truncated cone with diametre of 11 — 13 mm and height 5 mm. Its weight
is 3.1 g. On the obverse, part of an inscription in Greek has been pre-
served — three lines, with the letters XEB written on the first line, AYX on
the second, and N on the last. A very small hole is preserved in the middle
of the seal, through a cord was passed for attachment.

This is most likely a trade sealing associated with a city named Sebasta/
Sebastopolis. From epigraphic and narrative sources, cities with this

Field Inventory Number (FIN): 129, 130, 131, 137, 138, 139, 140
FIN 187
FIN 135
FIN 136

s =
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Fig. 1. The early Christian Basilica at the end of the excavation in 2021
(aerial photo).
O6p. 1. PanHOXpHUCTHAHCKAaTa 6A3UAMKA B Kpas Ha npoydysaHuaTa npes 2021 r.
(roraeg otrope).

name are found throughout the Roman Empire®. But our attention has
been directed to the prosperous cities of Asia Minor during this period,
which were also the principal producers and exporters of various goods.
Sealings from this region are often found within the province of Moesia
Secunda®.

In the second half of the 4" to the 7" centuries, almost all cities located
along the Aegean coast flourished. This is the case with Elaiussa Sebaste
(Edarwovoa Xefaorry), also named as Zefaoiyvdv nohic (Borgia 1999, 72, 77)
or simply Zefaordv (Borgia 2010, 144) on the preserved epigraphic monu-
ments found near the port. The peak of the city’s economic development
was recorded from the very end of the 4" to the 7" centuries, focusing
on the production of wine, olive oil (Baratta 1999, 129 — 141) and glass
products (Gencler-Giiray 2015, 230 — 234). Trade connections were also
established between Elaiussa Sebaste and the North African parts of the
empire (Kizilarslanoglu 2016, 84).

The coins discovered around the lead sealing (Plate 1) are mostly from
the middle/second half of the 4" century and the beginning of the 5"

> A commercial lead sealing from Transmarisca, originating from the city of Xefévvvroc in Egypt,
was also recently published (Varbanov, Mitev 2021, 287 — 293).

b 59 lead trade sealings found at Altinum, Cius, Durostorum, Halmyris, Ibida, Noviodunum, Sucidava
and Tomis, originating from 17 different cities located on the western coast of the Aegean Sea,
have been published. All examined sealings are in Greek with two- and three-line inscriptions
(Chiriac, Munteanu 2014, 299 — 330).
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XXV

Fig. 2. The situation plan of the excavation in 2021.
O6p. 2. CuTyalMOHEH ITAQH Ha Ipoy4yBaHuATa npes 2021 r.

|C|rn|||||||||||||||||||||||||||

0 1 2 3

Fig. 3. Lead sealing with an inscription from the excavation of Kovachevsko kale in
2021.
O6p. 3. OroBHA THProBcKka NAOM6OA € HAJIUC OT Pa3KoNKuTe Ha ,, KopaueBcko
kane” npes 2021 r.
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century (the latter dating to the reign of Emperor Theodosius I1, see the
Catalogue), when the city in Asia Minor also experienced its economic
peak. It is difficult to say what goods the newly discovered seal was used
for, but it indicates the presence of goods originating from this significant
Mediterranean centre (through a network of trade connections) in the
Late Roman fortress Kovacheuvsko kale.

CATALOGUE OF THE COINS (Plate 1/Ta6ao 1).

1. Uncertain Emperor (Constantine Dynasty)

O: [DN] CONSTI[AN...PJF AV[G] (badly damaged legend)/Pearl diademed, draped,
cuirassed bust right.

R: [FEL TEMP RE-PARATIO]/Soldier spearing fallen horseman.

Unclear mintmark, 348 — 361 AD.

A, 472 g, 21 - 23 mm

FIN 129/13.09.2021, sq. 1II — 14, N = 2.00 m, E — 4.50 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).

2. Constantine I (Commemorative)
O: [DN CONSTANTTIINVS PF AVGG/Veiled bust right
R: VN-MR/Constantine shrouded, standing front, looking right.
Unclear mintmark, 347 — 348 AD.
A, 1.73 g, 14 mm
FIN 130/13.09.2021, sq. III — 14, N — 1.80 m, E — 4.20 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).

3. Uncertain Emperor (Constantine Dynasty)
0: DN CONJ...]/Bust right.
R: VOT/XX/MVLT/XXX/Four-line inscription in wreath.
Unclear mintmark, 347 — 348 AD.
A, 145 ¢, 14 - 15 mm
FIN 131/13.09.2021, sq. Il — 14, N — 1.80 m, E — 4.00 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).

4. Constantius II

O: [FL IV]L CONSTANTIVS NOB C/Laureate, draped, cuirassed bust right.

R: GLORIA EXERCITVS/Two helmeted soldiers standing facing each other, each
holding a spear and a shield at their sides, two standards between them.

Mintmark: SMATZ

Antioch, 330 - 335 AD.

&, 1.85 g, 16 — 15 mm

RIC VIII 88

FIN 137/14.09.2021, sq. IIl — 14, N — 2.00 m, E — 3.80 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).

5. Honorius
O: DN HONORI-VS [PF] AVG/Pearl diademed, draped, cuirassed bust right.
R: [VIR]TVS [EXERCITI]/Emperor standing left, head right, holding spear and
resting left hand on shield, crowned by Victory, standing left at his side.
Unclear mintmark, 395 — 401 AD.
A, 218 g, 17 - 18 mm
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FIN 138/14.09.2021, sq. III — 14, N — 2.00 m, E — 3.60 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).

6. Theodosius II
O: [DN THE]ODO-SIVS PF [AVG]/Pearl diademed, draped, cuirassed bust right.
R: Cross in wreath.
Unclear mintmark, 425 — 435 AD.
A; 12 -11 mm; 1.06 g
FIN 139/14.09.2021, sq. III — 14, N — 2.00 m, E — 3.50 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).

7. Theodosius IT
0: Completely defaced obverse.
R: Cross in wreath.
Unclear mintmark, 425 — 435 AD.
A; 10 - 11 mm, 0.55 g
FIN 140/14.09.2021, sq. Il — 14, N — 2.00 m, E — 4.40 m, el. 221.70 m (above a via
sagularis south of the northern fortress wall).
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OAOBHA T'bPTOBCKA ITAOMEBA OT ,,KOBAYEBCKO KAAE*®

Oner AAEKCAH/ZPOB, Cumeon CTAHYEB

PE3IOME

B pesyarar ma Tpumecednara kammanusa npes 2021 r. B kpemocrTa
,KoBaueBcko kaae“ 6e HAI'BAHO pa3KpHTA PAHHOXPUCTHUAHCKA Oa3HAMKa
(06p. 1). M3aurHaTa € B H3TOYHATA 9aCT HAa KOMIAeKca ¢ 6arHeyMma (o6p. 2)
CKOPO CA€4 FOTCKUTE BOIHM Ha uMmieparop Baaenc ot 376 — 378 r. ITo Bpeme
Ha Pa3sKONMKHTE Ha TPOCTPAHCTBOTO MEKAY KPEIOCTHATa cTeHa 1 6asuAnKaTa
(via sagularis) 6Axa OTKPUTH CeJeM MOHETH, JATHPAHHU BBB BTOpPAaTa IOAOBUHA
Ha IV — mayanroro Ha V B. (Tabao 1), :kene3eH npbcreH, Marka 6GpoH3OBa
BEPHIKKA U €JHa OAOBHA ThpProbcka nAoMb6a. OAOBHATA THProOBCKa IAoMba
e ¢ popma Ha IpecedeH KoHYC ¢ guaMeTsp 11 — 13 MM (06p. 3). Ha Aunesara
CTpaHa € 3ala3eH TPHUpPeJOB HAaJgIHUC Ha TPBIKH e3uk — XEB/AX[...]/N.
I'pagose, napeyenn CebacTton/Ceb6acTOMOANC, Ca U3BECTHH OT LA aTa PuMcka
UMIIEpHsA, HO POKYCHT HU € OCHOBHO BbPXY Irpajosere oT nepuoga Ha Kecuara
AHTHYHOCT B MaAa A3usi, KOUTO Ca OCHOBHHU IIPOU3BOAHTEAN M H3HOCHTEAH
Ha pa3AMYHU CTOKH. ITbAHO CBbBIIA€HHE IO OTHOIIEHHUE HA IIEPHOJAA H APYTH
ocobenoctu ce orkpusa ¢ Eaeyca Cebacre (Edawoioa Zefaori)), HapudaHa ore
Zefaoryvdv nolic nam npocto efaordv. BrpxXbT HA MKOHOMHYECKOTO PAa3BUTHE
Ha I'paja € perucTpupan B camusa kpai "a IV go VII B., KaTo ce poxycupa
BBPXY HPOU3BOACTBOTO HA BUHO, 3€XTUH U CT'bKAAPCKHU U3JeAus. Te3u ganHn
CBH/ETEACTBAT 3a JOCTUTAHETO HA CTOKHU (BEPOATHO YPE3 IOCPEJHUIECTBO)
OT 3HAYUMHA CPEJHM3EMHOMOPCKH IIEHTBP B KBCHOPHUMCKATa KPENOCT
~KoBadeBcko kare” B Kpas Ha IV — mbpBaTa noroBuHa Ha V B.
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Plate 1. Coins found near the commercial sealing.
Tabao 1. MoHeTH, OTKPUTH B GAH30CT 4O THProBCKaTa MAOMOA.



